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LORDS, MONDAY, AUGUST 20. 


CHAIRMAN OF CoMMITTEES— 

Moved, “ That the Lord Balfour of Burleigh do take the Chair this day in Committee of 
the Whole House in the absence of the Chairman of Committees,"—(Zhe Zarl of 
Kimberley.) 

Motion agreed to. 

Business OF THE Hovse— 

Ordered, That Standing Order No. XXXIX. be suspended for the remainder of the 

Session. 


Ucanpa—Motion for an Address— 


Moved, 

“ That an humble Address be presented to Her Majesty for a copy of .any instructions 
which may have been sent to Her Majesty’s Commissioner in Uganda with respect to 
the future administration of that country,”"—(7he Lord Stanmore.) 


After short Debate, Motion (by leave of the House) withdrawn coe 


Building Societies (No. 2) Bill (No. 208)— 
Amendments reported (according to Order). 
After short Debate, and Amendments agreed to, 
Bill to be read 3* To-morrow; and to be printed, as amended. 
(No. 222.) eee eee eee ee eee 
Diseases of Animals Bill (No. 220)— 
Order of the Day for the Second Reading, read. 
Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 2*,”—( The Earl of Chesterfield.) 
Motion agreed to: Bill read 2* accordingly; and (Standing Order 
No. XX XIX. having been suspended) committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House forthwith. 
Drafting and verbal Amendments. 
Standing Committee negatived. 
Amendments reported ; Bill read 3*, with the Amendments, and passed, and 
returned to the Commons. 
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Crown Lands Bill (No. 199)—Returned from the Commons with the Amendments 
agreed to. 


Heritable Securities (Scotland) Bill (Wo. 202)—Returned from the Commons 
with the Amendments agreed to. 


Canal Tolls and Charges Provisional Order (No. 4) (Birmingham Canal) 
Bill CNo, 198)—Returned from the Commons with the Amendments agreed to ,,, 


Canal Tolls and Charges Provisional Order (No. 10) (Lagan, &c. Canals) 
Bill CNo. 190)—Returned from the Commons with the Amendments agreed to. 


Statute Law Revision Bill [#.1.] (Wo. 161)—Returned from the Commons agreed 


to, with Amendments ; The said Amendments to be considered To-morrow. 


Canal Tolls and Charges Provisional Order (No. 6) (River Lee, &c.) Bill 
(No. 211)—House in Committee (according to Order): Bill reported without 
Amendment : Standing Committee negatived ; and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow. 


Equalisation of Rates (London) Bill (No. 207)—Read 3* (according to Order), and 
passed. 


Housing of the Working Classes (Borrowing Powers) Bill (No. 209)—Read 3* 
(according to Order), and passed. 


Merchant Shipping Bill (No. 204)—Read 3* (according to Order), and passed. 


Districts Board (Ireland) Bill (No. 215)—House in Corimittee 


according to Order): Bill reported without Amendment: Standing Committee 
negatived ; Then (Standing Order No. XX XIX. having been suspended) Bill read 3*, 
and passed. 


Juries (Ireland) Acts Amendment Bill (No. 216)—House in Committee 
(according to Order): Bill reported without Amendment: Standing Committee 
negatived : Then (Standing Order No. XX XIX. having been suspended) Bill read 3*, 
and passed. 


iring Laws Continuance Bill (No. 217)—House in Committee (according to 
Order): Bill reported without Amendment: Standing Committee negatived : Then 
(Standing Order No. XXXIX. having been suspended) Bill read 3*, and passed ,,, 


Railway and Canal Traffic Bill (No. 218)—House in Committee (according to 
Order): An Amendment made: Standing Committee negatived : Then (Standing 
Order No. XX XIX. having been suspended) Amendment reported ; Bill read 3*, with 
the Amendment, and passed, and returned to the Commons. 


COMMONS, MONDAY, AUGUST 20. 
QUESTIONS. 
a, Se 


HEREFORDSHIRE CHARITIES—Question, Mr. Dodd; Answer, The Vice 
President of the Council (Mr. Acland). 

Tue Bator at Paris Councits anp MEETINGsS—Questions, Mr. Cobb, 
Mr. Storey ; Answers, The President of the Local Government Board 
(Mr. Shaw-Lefevre) wee oe eve ave 

Rapway ScHoot, WarwicksHire—Question, Mr. Cobb; Answer, The 
Vice President of the Council (Mr. Acland) eee eee 

CaTHoLics in THE Royat Irisp ConsTaBULARY—Questions, Mr. D. 
Sullivan, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Sexton ; Answers, The Chief Secretary for 
Ireland (Mr. J. Morley) eee eee eee eee 

PRESBYTERIANS IN THE Roya Irish ConstaBuLARY—Question, Captai 
Donelan ; Answer, The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley) ... 

Doe Licence Fines 1n ScorLanp—Question, Mr. Paul; Answer, The 
Lord Advocate (Mr, J. B. Balfour) eee ove ove 
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Tae Erasmus Smita ExpowMEntT--Question, Mr. T. M. Healy; Answer, 
The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley). 

Incomes or Pusiic ELEMENTARY ScHooLts—Question, Mr. Cobb; Answer, 
The Vice President of the Council (Mr. Acland) ete 

Sr. Jonn’s ScHoot, WaKEFIELD—Question, Viscount Cranborne ; ; Answer, 
The Vice President of the Council (Mr. Acland). 

THe Wicktow Maeisterta Bexncn — Question, Mr. J. O'Connor; 
Answer, The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley). 

CarrLe Trarric on Irish RatLways—Question, Mr. Macartney ; Answer, 
The President of the Board of Trade (Mr. Bryce) eee 

InspecTORS OF WorKsHors IN LonpoN — Questions, Mr. "Keir-Hardie ; ; 
Answer, The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mr. 
Asquith). 

Tue INTERNATIONAL Cope Book—Question, Mr. Tomlinson; Answer, 
The President of the Board of Trade (Mr. Bryce) eee 

AvuxiLiary Posrmgn at Curistmas—Question, Mr. J. Row lands; ; rig 
The Postmaster General (Mr. A. Morley) eee oe 

Party Riots at Lurgan—Question, Mr. Macartney ; Anower, The Chief 
Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley). 

Tue “Costa Rica Packet ”—Question, Mr. Henniker Heaton; Answer, 
The Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Sir E. Grey) eee 

CRoMWELL’s STaTUE FOR WEsTMINSTER—Question, Mr. Everett ; Answer, 
The First Commissioner of Works (Mr, H. Gladstone). 

THe Peers’ Vero—Questions, Mr. Cobb, Mr. Sexton, Mr. Bartley ; 
Answers, The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Sir W. Harcourt). 

“A DriaLoaue at WATERLOO ”—Questions, Mr. Thornton; Answers, The 
Secretary to the Treasury (Sir J. T. Hibbert) eee 

LaBourers’ CottaGEs at TRimM—Questions, Mr. Kennedy ; Answers, The 
Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley) eee 

TRAWLING—Question, Mr. Buchanan ; Answer, The Secretary for Scotland 
(Sir G. Trevelyan)... cee 

Day Nationa, ScHooLts—Question, ‘Viscount Cranborne; Answer, The 
Vice President of the Council (Mr, Acland) ... ooo eve 

Post Orrice OrriciaLs anp LocaL Councits—Question, Mr. Storey ; 
Answer, The Postmaster General (Mr. A. Morley). 

JaBEZ BaLrour—Question, Sir R. Temple ; Answer, The Under Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs (Sir E. Grey) ° eve 

THe ArricaN ProrecToRaTEs—Questions, Sir C. W. Dilke, Mr. Bochenee ; ; 
Answers, The Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Sir E. Grey). 

THe Course or Business — Questions, Viscount Cranborne, Dr. Clark, 
Mr. R. Wallace, Mr. Tomlinson, Mr. Warner, Mr. Dalziel, Mr. 
Seymour Keay ; Answers, The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Sir W. 
Harcourt), The Secretary for Scotland (Sir G. Trevelyan) 

Tae Irish Lanp ComMitTEE AND THE PeeRs—Personal Explanations, Mr. 
Macartney, Mr. Sexton eee eve eee 

Tae Orper or Bustness—Question, Mr. R. Wallace ; Answer, The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer (Sir W. Harcourt) : ved 


MessaGe FROM THE Lorps—That they have agreed to,— 
Amendment to— 
Copyhold Consolidation Bill [Lords]. 
Amendments to— 
Quarries Bill [Lords]. 
Coal Mines (Check Weigher) Bill [Lords], without Amendment. 
Railway and Canal Traffic Bill, with an Amendment. 
Diseases of Animals Bill, with Amendments. 


[b2] 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
tunataneiie 
SUPPLY,—considered in Committee— 
(In the Committee.) 
CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1894-5. 


Crass II. 


1. Motion made, and Question proposed, 

“That a sum, not exceeding £24,674, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of peasant during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1895, for the Salaries and Expenses of the Depart- 
ment of the Registrar General of Births, &c., in England.” 


After Debate, Vote agreed to cite ‘ eee ese 
2. £6,915, to complete the sum for Secretary of Scotland's Office. 
After short Debate, Vote agreed to +. ove : 


3. Motion made, and Question proposed, 

“That a sum, not exceeding £16,739, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of a during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1895, for the Salaries and Expenses of the Fishery 
Board in Scotland and for Grants in Aid of Piers or Quays.”’ 


After Debate, Vote agreed to cee eee oes eee 
4. £87,081, to complete the sum for Local Government Board, Ireland ... 
After short Debate, Vote agreed to. 


Crass ITI. 

5. £37,641, to complete the sum for Law Charges and Criminal Prosecu- 
tions, Ireland. 

After short Debate, Vote agreed to ... ove coe we 

6. £65,800, to complete the sum for Supreme Court of Judicature and 
other Legal Departments in Ireland, agreed to. 

7. £34,662, to complete the sum for Irish Land Commission, agreed to. 

8. £63,879, to complete the sum for County Court Officers, &c., Ireland, 
agreed to. 

9. £59,222, to complete the sum for Dublin Metropolitan Police, agreed to. 

10. £668,249, to complete the sum for Constabulary, Ireland, agreed to. 

11. £71,021, to complete the sum for Prisons, Ireland, agreed to. 

12. £56,095, to complete the sum for Reformatory and Industrial Schools, 
Treland. 

After short Debate, Vote agreed to ... oes one oes 

13. £3,822, to complete the sum for Dundrum Criminal Lunatic Asylum, 
Ireland, agreed to. 

Crass IV. 

14. £499,792, to complete the sum for Public Education, Ireland, agreed to. 

15. £605, to complete the sum for Endowed Schools Commissioners, 
Ireland. 

After short Debate, Vote agreed to ... eee 

16. £1,200, to complete the sum for National Gallery of Ireland. 

After short Debate, Vote agreed to coe woe eee 

17. £2,450, to complete the sum for Queen’s Colleges, Ireland, agreed to, 


77 
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SUPPLY—continued. 
Crass VI. 


18, £14,035, to complete the sum for Pauper Lunatics, Ireland, 
After short Debate, Vote agreed to ... eso ose ooo 


19. £1,959, to complete the sum for Hospitals and Charities, Ireland, 
agreed to. 


Crass ILI. 


20. £28,386, to complete the sum for Law Charges. 

After Debate, Vote agreed to. 

21. £3,945, to complete the sum for Crofters’ Commission. 
After short Debate, Vote agreed to coe 


* Crass IV. 

22. £3,155,589, for Public Education in England and Wales, including 
Expenses of the Education Office in London. 

After short Debate, Vote agreed to eee 

23. £361,122, to complete the sum for Science and Art ragueniiedk: 

After Debate, Vote agreed to ow nats ase 

24. £80,279, to complete the sum for British Museum, agreed ¢o. 

25. £11,368 (including a Supplementary sum of £5,000), to complete the 
sum for National Gallery, agreed to. 

26. £825, to complete the sum for National Portrait Gallery, agreed to. 

27. £14,247, to complete the sum for Scientific Investigation, &c.,. 
agreed to. 

28. £50,094, to complete the sum for Universities and Colleges, Great 
Britain, and Intermediate Education, Wales. 

After short Debate, Vote agreed to vee 


29. £5, to complete the sum for London University, agreed to. 
30. £485,449, to complete the sum for Public Education, Scotland, 
agreed to. 


31. £2,150, to complete the sum for National Gallery, &c., Scotland, 
agreed to. 


Crass V. 


32. £201,235, to complete the sum for Diplomatic and Consular Services, 
agreed to. 
33. £213, to complete the sum for Slave Trade Services, agreed to see 


nd 


34. £79,675 (including a Supplementary sum of £5,750), to complete the 
sum for Colonial Services, including South Africa. 


After short Debate, Vote agreed to oe 


35. £29,100, to aasine the sum for Subsidies t to o Telegraph Companies 
agreed to. 


36. £45,000 (Repent, to dciaghas the sum 4 ted Uynile, agreed to. 
37. £35,000, to complete the sum for British Central Africa. 
After short Debate, Vote agreed to. 
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SUPPLY—continued. 


Crass VI. 


38. £231,454, to complete the sum for Superannuations and Retired Allow- 
ances, agreed to ove ose eee oes 


39. £4,300, to complete the sum for Merchant Seamen’s Fund Pensions, 
agreed to. 


40. £21,713, to complete the sum for Savings Banks and Friendly Societies 
Deficiency. 


After short Debate, Vote agreed to. 


41. £1,125, to complete the sum for Miscellaneous Charitable and other 
Allowances, Great Britain, agreed to. 


Crass VII. 


42. £21,959, for the Salaries and other Expenses of the Temporary Com- 
missions and Committees, including Special Inquiries. 


After Debate, Vote agreed to ove ove oes 
43. £1,991, to complete the sum for Miscellaneous Expenses, agreed: to. 
44, £15,000, to complete the sum for Diseases of Animals, agreed to. 


45. £21,000, to complete the sum for Highlands and Islands of Scotland 
(Public Works and Communications). 


After short Debate, Vote agreed to eee eve 


46. £26,948 (including a Supplementary sum of £4,743), Repayment to 
the Local Loans Fund, agreed to. 


47. £906, Repayments to the Civil Contingencies Fund, agreed to 


48. £1,000, to complete the sum for Hobart (Tasmania) Exhibition, 
agreed to. 


REVENUE DEPARTMENTS. 
49. £651,915, to complete the sum for Customs, agreed to 
50. £1,345,539, to complete the sum for Inland Revenue. 
After short Debate, Vote agreed to. 
51. £5,287,785, to complete the sum for Post Office. 
After Debate, Vote agreed to ooo oes eve 
52. £558,624, to complete the sum for Post ‘Office Packet Service, 
agreed to. 
53. £1,676,930, to complete the sum for Post Office Telegraphs, agreed to. 


Navy Estimates, 1894-5. 
54. £1,402,100, Victualling and Clothing for the Navy, agreed to. 
55. £143,900, Medical Establishments and Services, agreed to. 
56. £10,600, Martial Law, &c., agreed to. 
57. £79,100, Educational Services, agreed éo. 
58. £61,600, Scientific Services, agreed to. 
59. £205,800, Royal Naval Reserves, agreed to. 
60. £1,883,200, Naval Armaments, agreed to. 
61. £173,800, Miscellaneous Effective Services, agreed to. 
62. £231,200, Admiralty Office. 
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SUPPL Y—continued. 
After short Debate, Vote agreed to ... oe eee 
63. £757,000, Half-Pay, Reserved, and Retired Pay, agreed to. 
64. £990,400, Naval and Marine Pensions, Gratuities, and Compassionate 
Allowances, agreed to. 
65. £312,600, Civil Pensions and Gratuities, agreed to ove see 


66. £60,300, Additional Naval Force for Service in Australasian Waters, 
agreed to. 


Resolutions to be reported To-morrow. 


SUPPLY—Report— 
Order read for Report of Supply [18th August. ] 
Report deferred till To-morrow. 
After short Debate, 


SUPPLY—Report— 
Order read for Report of Supply [17th August] 
After short Debate, Report deferred till To-morrow. 


WAYS AND MEANS,—considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 


Motion made, and Question ee osgar 
“That towards making gooi the Supply granted to Her Majesty for the service of the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 1895, the sum of £27,795,151 be granted out 
of the Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom, "(The Chancellor of the Ea- 
chequer.) 
Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘That the Chairman do report Pro- 
gress, and ask leave to sit again,”"—(Mr. Sexton.) 
After short Debate, Question put :—The Committee divided :—Ayes 31 ; 
Noes 54.—(Division List, No. 237) ove ove soe 


Original Question again proposed. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That the Chairman do now leave 
the Chair,”—(Mr. Dalziel.) 

After short Debate, Question put :—The Committee divided eee 30 ; 
Noes 56. —(Division List, No. 238) ove ee ove 

Original Question again proposed. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 

“That £27,775,151 be granted out of the Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom,” — 
(Mr. Sexton.) 

After short Debate, Question put :—The Committee divided :—Ayes 33 ; 
Noes 53.—(Division List, No. 239) eo ove eee 

Motion made, and Question put, “That the Chairman do report Progress, 
and ask leave to sit again,”—(Mr. Lloyd-George.) 

The Committee divided:—Ayes 32; Noes 54. — (Division List, 
No. 240. . 

Original Question again proposed. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, “That the Chairman dc now leave 
the Chair,”"—( Mr. Justin M‘Carthy.) 

After Debate, Question put:—The Committee divided :—Ayes 32; 
Noes 53.—(Division List, No. 241) ees eee eee 
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WAYS AND MEANS—continued. 
Original Question put. 
“Motion made, and Question proposed, 


“That £27,785,151 be granted out of the Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom,”— 
(er. Herbert Lewis.) 


After Debate, Question put:—The Committee divided :—Ayes 32; 
Noes 53.—(Division List, No. 242) eee oes 


Original Question again proposed... eee tee 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “That the Chairman do report 
Progress, and ask leave to sit again,”"—( Dr. Tanner.) 


After short Debate, Question put, and agreed te 
Committee report Progress ; to sit again To-morrow. 


Lanp Acts (IRELAND)— 


Report from Select Committee, with Mirutes of Evidence and an 
Appendix, brought up, and read. 


Report to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 310.] 


Navy anp Army ExpENpDITURE, 1892-3. 
Resolution reported, and agreed to—[See Vol. 28, page 1598. ] 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order of the House of the 16th instant, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker adjourned the House without Question put. 


LORDS, TUESDAY, AUGUST 21. 


Diseases of Animals Bill (No. 220)—Returned from the Commons with the Amend- 
ments agreed to 


Tramways (Ireland) Bill—Read 1*; and to be printed. (No. 223.) 


Canal Tolls and Charges Provisional Order (No. 6) (River Lee, &c-) Bill 
(No. 211)—Read 3* (according to Order), and passed. 


Building Societies (No. 2) Bill (No. 222)—Read 3* (according to Order), with 
the Amendments; further Amendments made; Bill passed, and returned to the 
Commons. 


Statute Law Revision Bill [4-L.] (No. 161)—Commons Amendments considered 
(according to Order), and agreed to. 


Lanp Acts (IRELanD)— 


Message to the House of Commons for copy of the Report, &c. of the Select Com- 
mittee on. 


COMMONS, TUESDAY, AUGUST 21. 
QUESTIONS. 


—_—() ——_ 


Cuurcu DIsEsTABLISHMENT IN SCOTLAND—Questions, Mr. Crombie, Mr. 
Hozier ; Answers, The Secretary for Scotland (Sir G. Trevelyan). 

Scart Hery Vorers’ List—Question, Mr. Webb; Answer, The Chief 
Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley) eee ove one 

ALIEN ImwiGRATION—Questions, Colonel Howard Vincent, Mr. Tomlinson ; 
Answers, The President of the Board of Trade (Mr. Bryce). 
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Tae Late Sir Rosert SanpeEMan—Questions, Mr. Macdona ; Answers, 
The Secretary of State for India (Mr. H. H. Fowler) 249 oes 

Dustin TELEGRAPHIsTS’ SpeciAL ALLOwANCEs—Question, Mr. D. 
Sullivan ; Answer, The Postmaster General (Mr. A. Morley) a 

TRAWLING IN Bantry Bay—Question, Mr. Gilhooly ; Auswer, The Chief 
Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley) eve vee 

WeTHersy Caurcn Scxoots—Question, Mr. Talbot ; Answer, The Vice 
President of the Council (Mr. Acland). 

WorkuovuseE Inrirmary Nursine AssociaTion—Question, Mr. Talbot ; 
Answer, The President of the Local Government Board (Mr. Shaw- 
Lefevre) ... ee ove ose 

Taurso SLAUGHTER Hovses—Question, Dr. Clark ; Answer, The Secretary 
for Scotland (Sir G, Trevelyan) ... 

CaRROLL, OF Stigo—Question, Mr. P. A. M‘Hagh ; Answer, The Post- 
master General (Mr. A. Morley). 

Tae Governor or BorstaL Convict Prison—Question, Viscount Cran- 
borne ; Answer, The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mr. 
Asquith) ... ooo eco eee 

Tue Case or H. BuLttvarta—Question, Viscount Cranborne ; Answer, 
The Civil Lord of the Admiralty (Mr. E. Robertson) eee eee 

Mitirary Banps at Pouiticat Meetings—Question, Mr. D. Sullivan ; 
Answer, The Financial Secretary to the War Office (Mr. Woodall). 

Norte Besar CapastraL Survey—Question, Mr. Henniker Heaton ; 
Answer, The Secretary of State for India (Mr. H. H. Fowler) see 

GENERAL Post Orrice, DosLin—Questions, Colonel Nolan; Answers, 
The Postmaster General (Mr. A. Morley). 

CuanneL Istanps Mait Service—Questions, Mr. Pierpoint; Answers, 
The Postmaster General (Mr. A. Morley) eee soe eee 

Hoty Trinity National ScnHoots, Preston—Question, Mr. Tomlinson ; 
Answer, The Vice President of the Council (Mr. Acland) ... eee 

Toe Barker Case at ALEPPO—Question, Sir R. Temple ; Answer, The 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Sir E. Grey). 

AssEY Scnoot (Buckrast)—Question, Sir R. Temple; Answer, The 
Vice President of the Council (Mr. Acland) ... 

Grants TO SmaLL ScHoots—Question, Sir R. Temple ; Avswer, The 
Vice President of the Council (Mr. Acland). 

Tae Epvucation Cope—Questions, Sir R. Temple, Viscount Cranborne ; 
Answers, The Vice President of the Council (Mr. Acland) 

Tue Birr ScanpaL— Question, Mr. Webb; Answer, The Finsneial 
Secretary to the War Office 06. Woodall). 

Tue Census—Question, Sir F. S. Powell; Auswer, The President of the 
Local Government Board (Mr. "Shaw-Lefevre) eee eee 

Scnoot ALTERATIONS—Question, Mr. Radcliffe Cooke ; Answer, The Vice 
President of the Council (Mr. Acland). 

FrancuiseE Laws IN THE TRANSVAAL—Questions, Mr. Tomlinson ; 
Answers, The Under Secretary of State for the Colonies (Mr. S. 
Buxton). 

British RESIDENTS IN THE TRANSVAAL—Question, Mr. Tomlinson ; 
Answer, The Under Secretary of State for the Colonies (Mr. S. Buxton) 

Crvetties 1s CarrLte Trar Fio—Question, Mr. Everett; Answer, The 
Secretary to the Treasury (Sir J. T. Hibbert) . eee eee 

Wak BETWEEN CHINA AND JAPAN—Questions, Mr. Hozier ; Answers, The 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Sir E. Grey). 

Tae Scorcn Epucation Cope—Question, Mr. Hozier; Answer, The 
Secretary for Scotland (Sir G. Trevelyan) _— ass see eee 

Tae Gatwar Recorper—Question, Mr. Foley; Answer, The Chief 
Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley). 
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Scuoot Exemprions—Question, Mr. Taylor ; Auswer, The Vice President 
of the Council (Mr. Acland). 

Tue MercantitE Martne—Question, Mr. Buchanan; Answer, The Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade (Mr. Bryce) eee eee ooo 

Lasour CoRRESPONDENCE IN NortH WaLes—Question, Mr. Lloyd- 
George ; Answer, The President of the Board of Trade (Mr. Bryce). 

Tue Coneestep Districts Boarp—Question, Mr. Tully ; Answer, The 
Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley) ... eee eee 

St. Jouy’s InpustriaL ScHooLt, WaLtHamstow—Question, Mr. A. 
O’Connor; Answer, The Secretary of State for the Home Department 
(Mr. Asquith). 

Hirep Writers aT WHITEHALL—Question, Mr. Molloy; Answer, The 
Seoretary to the Treasury (Sir J. T. Hibbert)... ove eee 

Tue Srraits SETTLEMENTS—Questions, Mr. Henniker Heaton ; Answers, 
The Secretary to the Treasury (Sir J. T. Hibbert, The Financial 
Secretary to the War Office (Mr. Woodall). 

Scorcu SurprLy—Questions, Mr. Caldwell, Mr. Crombie, Mr. Hozier, Mr. 
Tomlinson; Answers, The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Sir W. 
Harcourt) ... oon eee vee eee eee 

Irish Ligut RarLways—Questions, Mr. Ross, Mr. Sexton; Answers, The 
Secretary to the Treasury (Sir J. T. Hibbert) ... eee ove 

TravE with British CoLonres—Questions, Colonel Howard Vincent ; 
Answers, The Under Secretary of State for the Colonies (Mr. S. Buxton) 

Irish Prison WarpErs—Question, Mr. Keir-Hardie ; Answer, The Chief 
Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley) soe seo ose 

ACCIDENTS AT THE TowER BripGe—Question, Mr. J. Rowlands ; Answer, 
The President of the Board of Trade (Mr. Bryce) 


DiscHarGEs FROM Wootwicn Gun Factrory—Question, Mr. Lough ; 
Answer, The Financial Secretary to the War Office (Mr. Woodall). 
Tae EquatoriaL Provinces—Question, Mr. Tomlinson; Answer, The 

Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Sir E. Grey) “s 
TRADESMEN ON Her Masesty’s Surps—Question, Mr. Kearley ; Answer, 
The Secretary to the Admiralty (Sir U. Kay-Shuttleworth). 


MEssaGE FROM THE Lorps—That they have agreed to toe 
Equalisation of Rates (London) Bill. 
Housing of Working Classes (Borrowing Powers) Bill. 
Merchant Shipping Bill. 
Congested Districts Board (Ireland) Bill. 
Juries (Ireland) Acts Amendment Bill. 
Expiring Acts Continuance Bill. 
Building Societies (No. 2) Bill, with Amendments. 


MOTION. 
oupedinencan 
Tue Orper or Busingss— 
Motion made, and Question proposed, 


“That the Order of the Day, Supply [18th August] Report, be deferred until after the 
Order of the Day, Supply [17th August] Report,”—(The Chancellor of the Exchequer.) 


After short Debate, Motion agreed to eco See eee 
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QUESTION. 
—_—_~0- 
Censcs oF WeLsu-Sreakine Porutation—Question, Mr, Lloyd-George ; 


Answer, The President of the Local Government Board (Mr. Shaw- 
Lefevre). 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
——o ——_ 


SUPPLY—Rerort— 
Resolutions [20th August] reported. 
CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1894-5. 
Resolutions read a second time. 
First Twenty-one Resolutions postponed. 


Twenty-second Resolution, 

“That a sum, not exceeding £3,155,589, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of Mareh, 1895, for Public Education in England and Wales, 
including Expenses of the Education Office in London,” 


considered eee eee 
After Debate, Question put, and agreed to 


Twenty-third Resolution, 

“That a sum, not exceeding £361,122, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1895, fur the Salaries and Expenses of the Depart- 
ment of Science and Art, and of the various Establishments connected therewith,” 

considered. 

After short Debate, Resolution agreed to 


Twenty-fourth Resolution, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £80,279, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of March, 1895, for the Salaries and Expenses of the British 
Museum, including the amount required for the Natural History Museum,” 


considered. 
After short Debate, Resolution agreed to. 
Twenty-fifth Resolution agreed to. 


Twenty-sixth Resolution, 

“That a sum, not exceeding £825, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of pence during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1895, for the Salaries and Expenses of the National 
Portrait Gallery,” 


considered... eee eo 
After short Debate, Resolution agreed to. 
Twenty-seventh Resolution agreed to. 


Twenty-eighth Resolution, 

“That a sum, not exceeding £50,094, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1895, in aid of the Expenses of certain Universities 
and Colleges in Great Britain, and of the Expenses under ‘ The Welsh Intermediate 
Education Act, 1889,’ ” 


considered. 
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SU PPLY—continued. 
Question proposed, “That this House doth agree with the Committee in 
the said Resolution.” 
After Debate, Question put :—The House divided :—Ayes 79; Noes 35.— 
(Division List, No. 243) ote ae- ioe -- 230 
Twenty-ninth Resolution agreed to. 
Thirtieth Resolution, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £485,449, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 1895, for Public Education in Scotland,” 


considered, 

After Debate, Resolution agreed to 
Thirty-first Resolution agreed to. 

Subsequent Resolutions postponed. 
Resolutions One to Thirteen further postponed. 


Fourteenth Resolution, 

“ That a sum, not exceeding £499,792, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 3lst day of March, 1895, for the Salaries and Expenses of the 
Commissioners of National Education in Ireland,” 


considered. 


After Debate, Resolution agreed to ove ove wee 


Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth, Eighteenth, and Nineteenth Resolutions 
agreed to. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “‘ That the subsequent Resolutions to 


Resolution 51 be further postponed,”—( Sir J. T. Hibbert.) 
After short Debate, Motion agreed to eee eee eee 
Resolutions Twenty and Twenty-one, and Thirty-two to Fifty further 
postponed. 
REVENUE DEPARTMENTS. 


Fifty-first Resolution, 


“ That a sum, not exceeding £5,287,785, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending onthe 3lst day of March, 1895, for the Salaries and Expenses of the Post 
Office Services, the Expenses of Post Office Savings Banks, and Government Annuities 
and Insurances, and the Collection of the Post Office Revenue,” 


considered. 
After Debate, Resolution agreed to 
Fifty-second Resolution agreed to. 


Fifty-third Resolution, 


“ That a sum, not exceeding £1,676,930, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the 
sum necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 3lst day of March, 1895, for the Salaries and Working Expenses of 
the. Post Office Telegraph Service,” 


considered. 
After short Debate, Resolution agreed to dee eee 
Further consideration of Postponed Resolutions deferred till To-morrow. 


SUPPLY—ReEportr— 


Resolutions [17th August] reported. 
CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1894-5. 
Resolutions read a second time. 
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SUPPLY—continued. 
First Resolution, 
“That a sum, not ey | £11,564, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
nampa | to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
e 


ae ing on the 3lst day of March, 1895, for maintaining certain Harbours, Light- 
, &c., under the Board of Trade,” 


considered. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That this House doth agree with 
the Committee in the said Resolution.” 

Motion made, and Question proposed, “That the Debate be now ad- 
journed,”—( Mr. Dalziel) coe eee eee eee 

After short Debate, Question put :—The House divided :—Ayes 39 ; 
Noes 83.—(Division List, No. 244) eee eee eee 

Resolation agreed to. 

Resolutions Two, Three, Four, and Five postponed. 

Sixth Resolution, 

“That a sum, not exceeding £22,595, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 


year ending on'the 3lst day of March, 1895, for the Salaries and Expenses of the 
Offices of the House of Lords,” 


considered. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That this House doth agree with 
the Committee in the said Resolution.” 

After short Debate, Question put:—The House divided :—Ayes 76; 
Noes 45.—(Division List, No. 245) ose eee ove 

Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Resolutions agreed to. 

Resolutions Ten and Eleven postponed. 

Twelfth, Thirteenth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth, and 
Eighteenth Resolutions agreed to. 

Resolutions Nineteen and Twenty postponed. 

Postponed Resolutions to be considered To-morrow. 


SUPPLY—Rerort— 
Resolutions [18th August] reported. 


CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1894-5, 


Resolutions read a second time. 

First Two Resolutions postponed. 

Third, Fourth, and Fifth Resolutions agreed to. 

Sixth and Seventh Resolutions postponed. 

Eighth Resolution agreed to. 

Ninth Resolution postponed eee eee ove w- 276 

Tenth, Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirteenth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth, 
and Seventeenth Resolutions agreed to. 

Eighteenth Resolution postponed. 

Nineteenth, Twentieth, Twenty-first, Twenty-second, Twenty-third, 
Twenty-fourth, Twenty-fifth, and Twenty-sixth Resolutions agreed to, 

Twenty-seventh Resolution postponed. 

Twenty-sighth Resolution agreed to. 

Twenty-ninth Resolution postponed. 

Remaining Resolutions agreed to. 

Postponed Resolutions to be considered To-morrow. 
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Diseases of Animals Bill (No. 348)—Lords Amendments to be considered ‘forth- 
with ; considered, and agreed to. [Special Entry. ] 


SUPPLY—Regrort— 
Resolution [1st June] reported. 


CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1894-5. 
Crass V. 


“That a sum, not exceeding £50,000, be granted to Her Majesty, to defray the Charge 
which will come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st day of 
March, 1895, as a Grant in Aid of Expenses connected with Uganda and neighbouring 
Districts.” 

Resolution agreed to. 


Stipendiary Magistrates Bill—Ordered (Mr. Storey, Mr. Samuel Beans, Mr, Lloyd- 
George, Sir Charles Dilke, Mr. Dodd, Mr. Gourley, Mr. John Wilson :)}—Bill 
presented, and read first time. [Bill 361.] 


Ways anpD MEans— 


Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 


Resolved, That towards making good the Supply granted to Her Majesty for the service 
of the year ending the 3lst day of March 1895, the sum of £27,795,151 be granted out 
of the Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom,”—(7he Chancellor of the Ez- 
chequer.) 

Resolution to be reported To-morrow. 

Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order of the House of the 16th instant, 

Mr. Speaker adjourned the House without Question put, 


COMMONS, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22. 
New Waits Issturp— 
For the Borough of Leicester, v. James Allauson Picton, esquire, Chiltern 
Hundreds ... ise eee wee “a ies 
Borough of Leicester, v. Sir James Whitehead, baronet, Manor of 
Northstead. 


QUESTIONS. 
Sa 


CueLtsea HospitaL ror Women—Question, Mr. J. Stuart ; Answer, The 
Under Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mr. G. Russell). 

PauPer CHILpREN—Question, Mr. J. Stuart; Answer, The President of 
the Local Government Board (Mr. Shaw-Lefevre). 

Giascow CaTHEDRAL—Question, Mr. Carvell Williams; Answer, The 
First Commissioner of Works (Mr. H. Gladstone) eee ove 

LiverPooL Post Orric—E—Questions, Mr. Lawrence; Answers, The First 
Commissioner of Works (Mr. H. Gladstone). 

Tue Britisn East Arrica Company—Questions, Mr. Lawrence ; Answers, 
The Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Sir E. Grey) ose 

Tieton Rirte Ranee—Questions, Mr. Lloyd; Answers, The Financia 
Secretary to the War Office (Mr. Woodall) ... ode vee 

JaBEZ BaLrour—Question, Mr. Cobb; Answer, The Under Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs (Sir E. Grey) sos see ooo 

TRADESMEN’s LiceNcEs—Question, Mr. Combe ; Answer, The Secretary to 
the Treasury (Sir J. T. Hibbert). 

THe TRansvaaL—Questions, Sir E. Ashmead-Bartlett, Dr. Clark, Mr. 
Tomlinson ; Answers, The Under Secretary of State for the Colonies 
(Mr. S. Buxton). 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
——9— 


Building Societies (No. 2) Bill (No. 246)— 
Lords Amendments to be considered forthwith ... eee 
After short Debate Lords Amendments considered, and agreed to. 


Local Government (Scotland) Bill (No. 337)— 
Lords Amendments considered. 
After Debate, Amendments agreed to. 


SUPPLY—ReEpPort— 
Postponed Resolutions [20th August] further considered 


NAVY ESTIMATES, 1894-5. 


Fifty-fourth Resolution, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £1,402,100, be granted to Her Majesty, to defray the 
Expense of Victualling and Clothing for the Navy, including the cost of Victualling 
Establishments at Home and Abroad, which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1895,” 


considered. 
After short Debate, Resolution agreed to 
Resolutions Fifty-five to Sixty-one agreed to. 


Sixty-second Resolution, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £231,200, be granted to Her Majesty, to defray the 
Expenses of the Admiralty Office, which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 3lst day of March, 1895,” 


considered. 
After short Debate, Resolution agreed to 
Sixty-third Resolution agreed to. 


Sixty-fourth Resolution, 

“That asum, not exceeding £990,490, be grantei to Her Majesty, to defray the Expense 
of Naval and Marine Pensions, Gratuities, and Compassionate Allowances, which will 
come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1895,” 


considered. 
After short Debate, Resolution agreed to ove 
Sixty-fifth and Sixty-sixth Resolutions agreed to. 


CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1894 5. 
Crass II. 


First Resolution, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £24,674, be grante | to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come in cours: of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 18.5, for the Salaries and Expenses of the Depart- 
ment of the Registrar General of Births, &c. in England,” 


considered ... oes eee 

After Debate, Resolution agreed to. 

Resolutions Two to Thirteen agreed to, 
Resolutions Twenty and Twenty-one agreed to, 
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SUPPLY—conanued. 


Crass V. 
Thirty-second Resolution, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £201,235, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 


necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1895, for the Expenses of Her Majesty’s Embassies 
and Missions Abroad, and of the Consular Establishments Abroad, and other Expendi- 
ture chargeable on the Consular Vote,” 


considered. 
After Debate, Resolution agreed to ... 
Thirty-third Resolution, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £213, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1895, for Expenses in connection with the Suppres- 
— of the Slave Trade, and the Expenses of the Maintenance of certain Liberated 

ricans.” 


considered. 
After short Debate, Resolution agreed to 
Thirty-fourth Resolution, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £79,675 (including a Supplementary sum of £5,750), be 
granted to Her Majesty. to complete the sum necessary to defray the Charge which 
will come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st day of March, 
1895, for similar Colonial Services, including Expenses incurred under ‘New Pacific 
Islanders’ Protection Act, 1875,’ and certain Charges connected with South Africa,” 


considered... cee ove 
After short Debate, Resolution agreed to 
Thirty-fifth Resolution agreed to. 
Thirty-sixth Resolution, 


‘That a Supplementary sum. not exceeding £45,000, be granted to Her Majesty, to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 31st day of March, 1895, as a Grant in Aid of Expenses connected with Uganda 
and neighbouring Districts,” 


considered. 
After short Debate, Resolution agreed to ove 
Thirty-seventh Resolution, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £35,000, be granted to Her Majesty, to defray the Charge 
which will come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st day of March, 
1895, as a Grant in Aid of Expenses connected with the British Central African 
Protectorate,” 


considered. 
After short Debate, Resolution agreed to. 
Resolutions Thirty-eight to Fifty agreed to. 


SUPPLY—Rerort— 
Postponed Resolutions [17th August] further considered. 


CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1894.5. 
Crass I. 
Resolutions Two to Five agreed to. 
Crass II. 
Tenth Resolution, 


“ That a sum, not exceeding £40,696, be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 8Ist day of March, 1895, for the Salaries and Expenses of the 
Department of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,” 


considered. : 
After short Debate, Resolution agreed to inn coo «341 
Resolutions Eleven, Nineteen, and Twenty agreed to, 
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SUPPLY—Rerort— 
Postponed Resolutions [18th August] further considered. 
CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1894.5. 


Crass II. 
Resolutions One, Two, Six, Seven, Nine, and Eighteen agreed to. 


Crass III. 

Twenty-seventh Resolution, 

“ That a sum, not exceeding £137,117, be grantel to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of Marca, 1895, for the Expense of the Maintenance of 
Juvenile Offenders in Reformatory, Industrial, and Day Industrial Schools in Great 
Britain, and of the Inspectors of Reformatories,” 


considered. 
After short Debate, Resolution agreed to 
Twenty-ninth Resolution agreed to. 


Railway and Canal Traffic Bill (No. 358)—Lords Amendment to be considered 
forthwith ; considered, and agreed to. 


Ways anp Mgans— 


Resolution [21st August] reported ; 

“That towards making good the Supply granted to Her Majesty for the service of the 
year ending the 31st day of March, 1895, the sum of £27,795,151 be granted out of the 
Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom.” 

Resolution agreed to:—Bill ordered to be brought in by Mr. Mellor, The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and Sir John Hibbert. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to apply a sum, out of the Consolidated 
Fund, to the Service of the year ending on the thirty-first day of March one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-five, and to appropriate the Supplies granted in 
this Session of Parliament. 

Bill presented, and read first time 


LORDS. THURSDAY, AUGUST 23. 
JupiciaL BusinEss— 

Ordered, That this House do meet on Tuesday the 13th day of November 
next for the purpose of hearing and determining Appeals and matters 
connected therewith, pursuant to the provisions of the “ Appellate 
Jurisdiction Act, 1876”; and that during such meeting of the House 
leave be given to the Appeal Committee to meet soe wee 


Railway and Canal Traffic Bill (No. 218) —Returned from the Commons with the 
Amendment agreed to. 


Building Societies (No. 2) Bill (No. 222)—Returned from the Commons with the 
Amendments agreed to. 


Local Government (Scotland) Bill (No. 212)—Returned from the Commons with 
the Amendments agreed to, with an Amendment. 
Commons Amendment to Lords Amendments considered (on Motion), and agreed to. 


COMMONS, THURSDAY, AUGUST 23. 
QUESTIONS. 


ied 

Tae Mara Reat Portueueza Company—Question, Mr. Crombie ; Answer, 
The Under Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Sir E. Grey). 

SEIZURE. OF FrauDULENTLY-MARKED CutseELs at LerrH—Questions, Colonel 
Howard Vincent, Mr. Cremer, Mr. Macdona ; Answers, ‘The President 
of the Board of ‘Trade (Mr. Bryce) see vee coe 


VOL. XXIX. [rourtm sertes.] [ec] 
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Suirs’ Provisions—Question, Mr. Keir-Hardie ; Answer, The President of 
the Board of Trade (Mr. Bryce) eee eee eee 

CarTHo.ics In THE Royat Irish ConstTaBuLARY—Question, Mr, Kennedy ; 
Answer, The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley). 

Excise SumMonsEs IN IRELAND—Question, Mr. A. O’Connor ; Answer, The 
Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley) ... ove ove 

PaRLIAMENTARY EXPENDITURE ON ComMIsSsIONS AND RETURNs—Question, 
Mr. Naoroji ; Answer, The Secretary to the Treasury (Sir J. T. Hibbert). 

CommittTaLs ror Tria atT West Ham—Question, Mr. Macdona ; Answer, 
The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mr. Asquith) vee 

Baltimore Fisninc Inpustry—Question, Mr. Gilhooly ; Answer, The 
Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley). 

CasTLETOWN BEREHAVEN Harsour—Question, Mr. Gilhooly ; Answer, 
The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley) ose eee 

H.M.S “ Nortuampron "—Question, Mr. Gilhocly ; Answer, The Secretary 
to the Admiralty (Sir U. Kay-Shuttleworth). 

Ingurry intro Inpian Financia, Expenpirure—Question, Sir W. 
Wedderburn ; Answer, The Secretary of State for India (Mr. H. H. 
Fowler). 

ExcHanGe ComMPENSATION ALLOWANCES—Question, Sir W. Wedderburn ; 
Answer, The Secretary of State for India (Mr. H. H. Fowler). 

Muritary ExpenpitureE 1s Invia—Question, Sir W. Wedderburn ; 
Answer, The Secretary of State for India (Mr. H. H. Fowler) eee 

Stationery Contracts—Question, Mr. Macdonald; Answer, The Secre- 
tary to the Treasury (Sir J. T. Hibbert) cee eve ove 

Market Propuce Trarric oN THE GREAT EasteRN RaiLway—Questions, 
Mr. Hugh Haare, Mr. A. C. Morton; Answers, The President of the 
Board of Trade (Mr. Bryce). 

TRADE BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND THE COLONIES — Questions, 
Colonel Howard Vincent ; Answers, The President of the Board of 
Trade (Mr. Bryce) _... ese eee 

Inpian Coat Mines—Questions, Mr. Provand ; Answers, The Secretary of 
State for India (Mr. H. H. Fowler). 

Locat GoverRNMENT Boarp InspectoRs—Questions, Mr. A. C. Morton, 
Mr. Hugh Hoare ; Answers, The President of the Local Government 
Board (Mr. Shaw-Lefevre) eee eee eee eee 

OxsstTrRucTING THE PoLicE at CLERKENWELL—Questions, Mr. Keir-Hardie, 
Mr. J. Rowlands; Answers, The Under Secretary of State for the 
Home Department (Mr. George Russell) eve * eee 

Non-OBsERVANCE OF CatTHoLtic HoLipays IN THE Army—Question, Mr, 
Kennedy ; Answer, The Financial Secretary to the War Office (Mr. 
Woodall) ... ove ose coe 

Inp1AN DurTIEs On SHEFFIELD Goops—Question, Colonel Howard Vincent ; 
Answer, The Secretary of State for India (Mr. H. H. Fowler). 

Tae Case or Buar JasmMain Sineu—Question, Mr. A. C. Morton; 
Answer, The Secretary of State for India (Mr. H. H. Fowler) ove 

Porice on Irish Rattway PiLatrorms—Questions, Mr. A. O’Connor, 
Mr. Sexton, Mr. Storey; Answers, The Chief Secretary for Ireland 
(Mr. J. Morley) eee eee eee ove 

Tue Barrow DratnaGE ScHEME—Questions, Mr. A. O’Connor; Answers, 
The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley) eee vee 

Mr. Donatp MacraE anp THE Deer Forests Commisston—Question, 
Mr. Weir ; Answer, The Secretary for Scotland (Sir G. Trevelyan). 

INsTRUCTION IN THE Irish LaneguaGE— Questions, Mr. Sexton; Answers, 
The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley) eee 

Resvutt Frees ror Irish—Questions, Mr. Sexton ; Answers, The Chief 
Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley) ane eve oes 
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RELATIVES ON THE MaaisTERI1AL Benca—Question, Mr. W. Abraham; 
Answer, The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley) ... eee 

ApmrraLty Town EstaslisHuent—Question, Mr. Molloy; Answer, The 
Secretary to the Admiralty (Sir U. Kay-Shuttleworth). 

Szconp Division CLERKs IN THE ADMIRALTY—Question, Mr. Molloy ; 
Answer, The Secretary to the Admiralty (Sir U. Kay-Shuttleworth) ... 

PROSECUTIONS FOR DISCHARGING FIREARMS IN THE STREETS—Questions, 
Mr. Kennedy ; Auswers, The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley). 

Tue Roya Victoria Victuattine Yarp, DEertrorp—Questions, Mr. 
Macdonald ; Answers, The Secretary to the Admiralty (Sir U. Kay- 
Shuttleworth) ese ove eee vee eee 

CarpinaL Locuz anp THE Migration Company—Questions, Mr. D. 
Sullivan, Mr. Sexton ; Answers, The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. 
Morley) «. on ove eee eee 

Cuina AND Japan—Question, Sir R. Temple ; Answer, The Under Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs (Sir E. Grey) eee 

Post Carps—Question, Major Jones ; Answer, The Postmaster ‘General (Mr. 
A. Morley)... vee eee 

JOURNEYMEN Bakers’ Hours oF Lazour—Questions, Mr. Barrow, Mr. John 
Burns ; Answers, The Under Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment (Mr. George Russell). 

Francoise Laws 1n NataLt—Questions, Sir W. Wedderburn, Dr. Clark ; 
Answers, The Under Secretary of State for the Colonies (Mr. S. Buxton) 

Meriaty’s Cuariry, SwanscomBE—Questions, Mr. Howell ; Answers, The 
Secretary to the Treasury (Sir J. T. Hibbert). 

MessEncERs’ HoLtpays—Question, Mr. Macdonald ; Answer, The Secretary 
to the Treasury (Sir J. T. Hibbert) eee wee 

Express Letrers—Questions, Mr. Henniker Heaton ; Anowers, The Post- 
master General (Mr. A. Morley) 

Tae New Estate Duty—Questions, Mr. Bartley ; " Auswers, The Secretary 
to the Treasury (Sir J. T. Hibbert). 

Tue British East Arrica Company—Questions, Mr. Lawrence, Mr. A. 
C. Morton, Sir W. Lawson, Mr. Storey, Sir E. Ashmead-Bartlett, Mr. 
Tomlinson, Mr. Cremer, Sir C. W. Dilke ; Auswers, The Under Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs (Sir E. Grey) eve 

DerELIcT 1N THE NortH Sea—Questions, Mr. Macdona, Mr. Tomlinson, 
Colonel Howard Vincent ; Answers, The President of the Board of Trade 
(Mr. Bryce) vee ove oes oe 

Irish Wuisky PerMits—Quéstions, Mr. A. O’Connor, Sir W. Lawson ; 
Answers, The Secretary to the Treasury (Sir J. T. Hibbert) 

Irish Beer BarrELs—Question, Mr. A. O’Connor ; Answer, The See retary 
to the Treasury (Sir J. T. Hibbert) 

Tue Liserator Buitpine Socrery—Question, Mr. Cremer ; “Answer, The 
President of the Board of Trade (Mr. Bryce). 

Patents—Question, Colonel Howard Vincent ; Answer, The President of the 
Board of Trade (Mr. Bryce) eee ove 

Nortu Tyrone ReGisteEr—Questions, Lord F. Hamilton, Mr. Sexton ; 
Answers, The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley). 

Potice Prorection 1n IRELAND—Questions, Mr. Knox ; Answers, The 
Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley) 

Tue Cavan ConsTaBuLary—Question, Mr. Knox ; Answer, The Chief 
Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley). 

British Sourn Arrica Company’s DesentuREs—Question, Mr. Knox ; 
a The Under Secretary of State for the Colonies (Mr. S. 

uxton) eee eee eee 

Betrast TELEGRAPH MrssENGERS—Question, Mr. Knox; ‘Auswer, The 
Postmaster General (Mr, A. Morley). 
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Turrpv Crass Carriages on Intsh Mart Trains—Question, Mr. Knox ; 
Answer, The Postmaster General (Mr. A. Morley). 

Portrrusn Lerrer DeLivERYy—Question, Mr. J. O’Connor; Answer, The 
Postmaster General (Mr. A. Morley) vee ove eve 

Tue Case or THE “ Kowsnine "—Question, Mr. Bartley ; Answer, The 
Under Seeretary of State for Forexgn Affairs (Sir E. Grey). 

Tue Moveas_e DwecLurnes Brtt—Question, Sir C. W. Dilke ; Answer, The 
President of the Local Government Board (Mr. Shaw-Lefevre) eee 

Customs StatisticaAL DeparTMENT—Question, Mr. Macdonald ; Answer, 
The Secretary to the Treasury (Sir J. T. Hibbert). 


MEssaGE FROM THE LorpDs— 
That they have agreed to,— 
Canal’ Tolls and Charges Provisional Order (No. 6) (River Lee, &c.) Bill. 
Amendments to— 
Statute Law Revision Bill [Lords], without Amendment. 


Land Acts (Ireland),—That they do request that this House will be 
pleased to communicate to their Lordships a Copy of the Repert, &c., 
of the Select Committee appointed by this House in the present 
Session of Parliament on Land Acts (Ireland). 


Lords Message considered :—Printed Copy to be communicated 


SirTines or THE HovusE— 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That this House do meet To- 
morrow at Twelve of the clock,”—(Mr. J. Morley.) 


Question put, and agreed to. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
_—U-—— 


Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill— 
Order for Second Reading read. 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” 
After Debate, Motion agreed to eco cee 
Bill read a second time, and committed for To-morrow. 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order of the House of the 16th instant, Mr. 
Speaker adjourned the House without Question put. 


COMMONS, FRIDAY, AUGUST 24. 
QUESTIONS. 
—o— 


Tue Roya. Irish ConstapuLary—Question, Mr. Kennedy ; Answer, The 
Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley). 

OFFENCES ON THE HiGH, Sras—Question, Mr. Tankerville Chamberlayne ; 
Answer, The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mr. Asquith) 

Fioating DERELICTs—Question, Mr. Macdona ; — The President of 
the Board of Trade (Mr. Bryce) eee bee 

Private Post Carps—Questions, Mr. Benson, “Mr. Henniker Heaton ; 
Answers, The Postmaster General (Mr. A. Morley), 
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WaGEs on THE Crown Farm at Suimpetinc—Questions, Mr. Everett, Mr. 
Weir, Mr. A. C. Morton ; Answers, The Secretary to the Treasury (Sir 
J. T. Hibbert) eee 

Tae Scotrcu Coat Srrike—Question, Mr. Paul ; "Auswer, The President of 
the Board of Trade (Mr. Bryce) eee 

Tue War 1x CoreEa—Questions, Sir E. Ashmend- Bartlett ; ‘Answer, The 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Sir E. Grey). 

German CuisELs—Questions, Colonel Howard Vincent; Answers, The 
President of the Board of Trade (Mr. Bryce) ove 

PaurER ScHoots Inqurry—Question, Sir C. W. Dilke ; bower! The Pre- 
sident of the Local Government Board (Mr. Shaw-Lefevre). 

Boarp Scuoor Lessons on DainkK—Question, Sir W. Lawson ; Answer, The 
Vice President of the Council (Mr. Acland) oes 

H.M.S. “ Bensow ”"—Question, Mr. Macdona; Answer, The Secretary re 
the Admiralty (Sir U. Kay-Shuttleworth). 

TrapE ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE CoLONIES—Question, Sir C. W. Dilke ; 
Answer, The Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Sir E. Grey) 

A QuEsTION oF PRocEDURE—Questions, Mr. A. C. Morton, Mr. Weir; 
Answers, The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. J. Morley), Mr. Speaker. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
—1)—_ 
Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill— 


Bill considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee). 
Bill reported, without Amendment ; to be read the third time To-morrow... 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order of the House of the 16th instant, 
Mr. Speaker adjourned the House without Question put. 


LORDS, SATURDAY, AUGUST 25. 


Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill— 
Brought from the Commons; Read 1*; Then (Standing Order No. 
XXXIX. having been suspended) read 2*; Committee negatived ; Bill 
read 3*, and passed. 


House adjourned during pleasure. 
House resumed. 


PROROGATION OF THE PARLIAMENT— 


The Lorps Commissioners—namely, The Lorp CHanceLLor (Lord 
Herschell) ; The Secretary of State for Foreign Arratrs (The Earl 
of Kimberley) ; The Lorp Stewarp of the HousgHoLp (The Marquess 
of Breadalbane) ; The Lorp CuamBertarin of the Hovsenoitp (Lord 
Carrington) ; The Treasurer of the HouseHotp (The Earl of Chester- 
field) —being in their Robes, and seated on a Form placed between the 
Throne and the Woolsack, commanded the Yeoman Usher of the 
Black Rod (Captain Butler) to let the Commons know, “The Lords 
Commissioners desire their immediate Attendance in this House to hear 
the “Commission read.” 


Who being at the Bar, with their Speaker ;— 
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Commission— 
The following Bills received the Royal Assent :— 
Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) 
Uniforms. 
Chimney Sweepers. 
Quarries 
Copyhold (Consolidation). 
Coal Mines (Check Weigher). 
Crown Lands. 
Heritable Securities (Scotland). 
Statute Law Revision. 
Equalisation of Rates (London). 
Housing of the Working Classes (Borrowing Powers). 
Merchant Shipping. 
Congested Districts Board (Ireland). 
Juries (Ireland) Acts Amendment. 
Expiring Laws Continuance. 
Railway and Canal Traffic. 
Diseases of Animals. 
Local Government (Scotland). 
Building Societies (No. 2). 
Canal Tolls and Charges Provisional Order (No. 4) (Birmingham Canal). 
Canal Tolls and Charges Provisional Order (No. 6) (River Lee, &c.). 
Canal Tolls and Charges Provisional Order (No. 10) (Lagan, &c., Canals). 


After which, 


Tae LORD CHANCELLOR said—“ We are commanded to deliver 
to you Her Majesty’s Speech in Her Majesty’s own words.” 


“ My Lords,and Gentlemen, 

It affords me sensible gratification to be able to dismiss you at the end of a Session 
which has been little less than a prolongation of the previous one; and it gives me 
pleasure to reflect that your labours, if they have been exhausting, have also been 
fruitful. 

Iam confident that you will share in the joy with which I and my people have wel- 
comed the birth of an Heir in the third generation to my Throne; an event not 
merely propitious, but unprecedented in the history of this country. 


My relations with Foreign Powers continue to be friendly and peaceful. 


It is, however, matter for regret that a variety of questions relating to Africa between 
my Government and that of the French Republic still remain unsettled. 


It is my wish that these should be arranged without unnecessary delay; and I am 
engaged in friendly negotiations with that object. 


The state of affairs in Siam continues to engage my earnest attention. The welfare of 
that Kingdom, in which the interests of British trade are so preponderating, cannot be 
a matter of indifference to my Government. I trust that the final settlement of 
questions arising out of the recent Treaty between France and Siam may not much 
longer be delayed, and, in the meantime, I have directed Commissioners, in conjunction 
with those of France, to lay down on the spot the proper limits of a neutral region in 
the neighbourhood of the Mekong, which shall separate my dominions from those of 
the French Republic. 

In concert with the President of the United States I have taken the steps necessary to 
give effect to the Award of the Tribunal of Arbitration on the question of the Seat 
Fisheries in the Behring Sea ; and I have assented to an Act of Parliament for this 
purpose. A similar Act has been passed by the Congress of the United States. 
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Her Masesty’s SpEECH—continued. 


The Governments of the two countries are also in communication with the principal 
foreign Powers with the view of obtaining their adhesion to the Regulations prescribed 
by the Award. 

I t to state that war has broken out between the Empires of China and Japan. 

r endeavouring, in concert with Russia and with other Powers, to prevent the 
outbreak of hostilities, I have taken steps to preserve my strict neutrality between the 
contending parties. 

Ihave concluded a Treaty with the Emperor of Japan for the regulation of commercial 
intercourse between that country and the United Kingdom. 

A conference was held at Ottawa in the month of June last, at which Representatives of 
the Imperial Government, the Dominion of Canada, the ee and the Australasian 
Colonies met to consider questions relating to Intercolonial Tariffs and Communica- 
tions. 

I have learnt with satisfaction that the proceedings of the Conference were of a character 


to strengthen the union of the Colonies concerned, both among themselves and with 
the mother-country. 


“ Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

I thank you for the liberal supplies which you have provided for the requirements of the 
Public Service. 

Though I lament the necessity for increasing the burden of taxation, it had become 
indispensable for the security of my Empire to increase my naval strength. 


I trust that the alterations which you have made in the fiscal system of the country, and 
to which the greatest part of this Session has been necessarily devoted, will have the 
effect of materially altevinting that portion of the burden which falls upon the less 
wealthy classes of the population, and may redound to the contentment and prosperity 
of the nation at large. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


While the general tranquillity of Ireland has been maintained in a remarkable degree, 
certain social and administrative difficulties still subsist, which continue to engage the 
earnest attention of my Government. 


Ihave given my ready assent to the Bills which, notwithstanding the shortness of 
the Session, you have been able to consider and mature. 

The measure dealing with the system of Local Government in Scotland will, I doubt 
not, tend to reorganise that system on a more popular and more efficient basis. 

You have also passed a beneficial measure for the better adjustment of the Rates levied 
by the several Local Authorities in London. 


A large number of Bills of substantial importance have been passed, among which I would 
mention that for the amendment of the law relating to Railway Rates and Charges, 
and that for the better regulation of Building Societies. 


In bidding you farewell, I pray that the blessing of Providence may rest upon all your 
ours.” 

Then a Commission for proroguing the Parliament was read. 

After which, 

Tat LORD CHANCELLOR said— 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

By virtue of Her Majesty’s Commission, under the Great Seal, to us and 
other Lords directed, and now read, we do, in Her Majesty’s Name, 
and in obedience to Her Commands, prorogue this Parliament to Saturday 
the Tenth day of November next, to be then here holden; and this 


Parliament is accordiugly prorogued to Saturday the Tenth day of 
November next. 


COMMONS, SATURDAY, AUGUST 25. 


New Wrir Isstep— 


For Kilkenny County (South Division), v. Patrick Alexander Chance, 
esquire, Chiltern Hundreds,—( Mr. O° Driscoll) eve ove 
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Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill—Read the third time, and passed 
MgEssaGE FROM THE LORDs— 


That they have agreed to,— 

Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) Bill :— 
Amendment to Amendments to— 

Local Government (Scotland) Bill, without Amendment. 


PROROGATION OF THE PARLIAMENT— 

Message to attend the Lords Commissioners ;— 

The House went ; and the Royal Assent was given to several Bills.—[See 
page 425.] 

And afterwards Her Majesty’s Most Gracious Speech was delivered to 
both Houses of Parliament by the Lorp Hien CHANCELLOR (in 
pursuance of Her Majesty’s Commands). 

Then a Commission for proroguing the Parliament was read. 

After which, 

Tae LORD CHANCELLOR said— 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


By virtue of Her Majesty’s Commission, under the Great Seal, to us and 
other Lords directed, and now read, we do, in Her Majesty’s Name, and 
in obedience to Her Commands, prorogue this Parliament to Saturday 
the Tenth day of November next, to be then here holden ; and this 
Parliament is accordingly prorogued to Saturday the Tenth day of 
November next. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Monday, 20th August 1894. 


CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES. 
Moved— 


“That the Lord Balfour of Burleigh do take 
the Chair this day in Committee of the Whole 
House in the absence of the Chairman of Com. 
mittees,”—( The Earl of Kimberley.) 

Motion agreed to. 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 


Ordered that Standing Order No. 
XXXIX. be suspended for the remainder 
of the Session. 


UGANDA. 
MOTION FOR AN ADDRESS. 


*Lorpv STANMORE moved for a copy 
any instructions which may have 


VOL, XXIX. [rourrH serrzs.] 





been sent to Her Majesty’s Commis- 
sioner in Uganda with respect to the 
future administration of that country. 
He feared that in again calling attention 
to Uganda he might share the fate of those 
who persistently dwelt upon one topic 
to the annoyance of others ; but as they 
were now so near the close of the Ses- 
sion, it was not unreasonable to ask for 
further information as to the course Her 
Majesty’s Government intended to pur- 
sue in South Africa, Uganda, from its 
geographical position and other circum- 
stances, was destined to play an impor- 
tant part in the great drama which was 
just commencing in that region. No 
doubt its importance might be exagge- 
rated. Those who felt deeply upon any 
subject were naturally apt to commit that 
error ; but, at all events, their Lordships 
and every Member of Her Majesty's Go- 
vernment would admit that there was one 
thing the importance of which could not 
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be overrated. It was this: that when 
this country, after grave consideration and 
not unreasonable doubt, had determined 
to take a course involving great re- 
sponsibilities and attended with serious 
difficulties, it should not fail in the 
accomplishment of what it had undertaken. 
It was, therefore, not unnatural that 
Her Majesty’s Government should be 
asked to state whether they had taken, 
or proposed to take, steps which 
would prevent such failure. His object 
in putting down the Motion was partly 
to’ induce a discussion, which be ‘was 
sorry to see was not likely to take place 
in the then condition of the House, and 
partly because he thought it was not 
impossible that the noble Lord the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
might consider that the production of in- 
structions would be the most convenient, 
as it would be the most satisfactory, way 
of dealing with the matter. If, however, 
that were inconvenient, he would not, of 
course, press Her Majesty’s Government 
on that point. But even if the noble 
Lord were unable to lay the Despatches 
upon the Table, he would, probably, have 
no difficulty in answering two questions 


of which private notice had been given him, 


The first related to transport. Among 
the difficulties on that head none were 
more serious than those arising from the ab- 
sence of proper communications between 
Uganda and the coast. Many whose 
opinion was of value feared that Her 
Majesty’s Government were not fully 
aware of the vital importance of that 
difficulty ; and he had, therefore, seen 
with great pleasure the letter from the 
President of the Council which appeared 
in the newspapers a few days ago stating 
that the project for the construction of a 
railway for at least a portion of the dis- 
tance from the coast to Uganda had not 
been altogether abandoned, and that a 
railway might still be made—in short, 
that the question was not to be settled, as 
tco many questions were, by never coming 
to a final decision upon them at all. It 
would probably be indiscreet to ask his 
noble Friend the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether the Government 
had yet made up its mind on the question, 
or when it was likely todo so. But he 
would remind the Government that 
while we were considering, our neigh- 
bours in that region were working, and 
that if once a trade route partly by road 
and partly by railway were established 
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through German East African territory 
our difficulties in the administration of 
Uganda would be greatly increased by 
loss of trade and the consequent loss of 
revenue, and the loss—besides the diffi- 
culty of furnishing ourselves with supplies 
and reinforcements—of position and in- 
fluence which would naturally result 
therefrom. The House would also be 
glad to know whether it was intended to 
take any steps to improve the existing 
means of communication between the 
Victoria Nyauza and the sea? If the fact 
that a railway system was still onder 
consideration were made a reason for not 
commencing in earnest the construction 
of a road, and if, after all, the decision 
should be that the railway was not to be 
made, he would remind the Government 
that we should then be in a worse posi- 
tion than if the railway had been abso- 
lutely set aside from the first, and we bad 
vigorously set ourselves to the construc- 
tion of the road. The other question 
had reference to the administration of 
Uganda itself. It was currently reported, 
and he had heard it from a source not 
generally misinformed, that Her Majesty’s 
Government intended to appoint as Com- 
missioner in Uganda someone who had 
had no previous connection with East 
African affairs, selected from the Indian 
Civil Service. Although, of course, the 
fact, if it were the fact, that ignorance of 
Africa was deemed an_ indispensable 
qualification might be represented under 
a ludicrous aspect, he was by no means 
sure that such a course was not the best 


that could be pursued. He could quite. 


understand that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment were unwilling that the Commis- 
sioner in Uganda should be mixed up with 
any of the squabbles which had recently 
taken place, or parties which had been 
formed in that country, but he doubted 
whether it was from the Indian Civil 
Service that the Commissioner should be 
appointed. That was unquestionably 
noble Service, abounding with men of 
first-class ability and experience ; but 
they would have to pay a competent 
experienced official from that Services 
salary which Uganda could ill afford; 
whilst if, on the other hand, a man of 
less experience were appointed, there was 
danger that he might possibly be bound 
by the trammels of previous routine, and 
might attempt to fix on a country in Africa 
inapplicable conditions to which he had 
been accustomed in India. But. his chief 
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treason for| doubt in the matter was the 
probability of friction between a civilian 
Commissioner and whoever might be at 
the head of the military force in Uganda. 
The time had; scarcely arrived when 
the civil, and military work could be 
separated without impairing the unity of 
purpose and. promptaess of decision so 
essentially necessary where a handful of 
Europeans were placed in control of 
barbarous or semi-civilised race. It would 
therefore, he thought, be. better that a 
military officer should be appointed who 
was well versed in what was known in 
India as “ political” work. These two 
questions suggested a third : What was 
the strength and constitution of the 
military force already in Uganda; and 
whether there was any intention of 
enlarging it? He had not been able to 
obtain information on that point. He 
believed the force to be weak to meet 
emergencies. He trusted such emergen- 
cies would not arise. Still,in dealing with 
a suspicious and half-civilised people they 
were apt to occur when least expected. 
He hoped he had not exceeded the 


bounds of legitimate inquiry in putting 


these questions to the Government. 


Moved, 

“That an humble Address be presented to 
Her Majesty for a copy of any instructions 
which may have been sent to Her Majesty's 


Commissioner in Uganda with respect to the 


future administration of that country.”—( The 
Lord Stanmore.) 


*Toe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (The Earl of 
Kimpertey): My Lords, I am quite 
prepared to answer the questions, includ- 
ing the last one, of which notice was not 
given, that have been pnt to me by my 
noble Friend. We are at present en- 
gaged in the organisation of an adminis- 
trative staff, in which we have made con- 
siderable progress. Estimates are now 
before the other House for providing the 
necessary funds, and already several 
officers have been nominated to take part 
in the administration, and more appoint- 
ments will follow. With regard to the 
transport service, the noble Lord will be 
glad to hear that we are organising a 
monthly transport service to Uganda, 
and also that we are about to send out a 
Steamer and some launches for service 
on the lake. With regard to his inquiry 
as to what we are doing in the matter of 
roads, I would point out that it is very 
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difficult for us to undertake any con- 
siderable works of that sort on account 
of the uncertainty of the ition we 
oceupy with regard to the t Africa 
Company, Until we come to terms with 
them it will be difficult for us to embark 
on any considerable works of that kind, 
even if they were thought desirable. At 
present we have not been able to come ta 
terms with the Company, because their 
demands upon us have been larger than 
we have thought we should be war- 
ranted in admitting. As to the rumour 
that there was to bea new officer ap- 
pointed to the chief position in Uganda, 
we have not at present any intention of 
replacing Colonel Colvile, as he has 
done most excellent service, and the Go- 
vernment has great confidence in his 
energy and discretion. I say this be- 
cause there may come a time when it 
would be desirable to place the administra- 
tion in the hands of a Civil Commissioner. 
This is the first time I have myself heard 
the East India Service mentioned in con- 
nection with this ‘matter It is not a ques- 
tion as to whieb Service the officer should 
be taken from, but how an officer with the 
best qualifications in all respects can be 
found to fill this important appoiutment. 
I quite agree with the noble Lord that it 
may not be necessary to offer a large 
salary. With regard to hislast point, I can 
tell him only what was the condition of 
affairs when we last heard from Colonel 
Colvile. I believe he then had a force 
of Soudanese—something like 800 or 
1,000 effective men, and in our opinion 
that force should be increased to 1,200. 
That number, so far as we can ascertain, 
will be quite safficient for all purposes. 
After the excellent services these troops 
rendered in the war against Unyoro, I 
am quite sure that the discipline tliey 
showed and their well-known courage 
should give us every confidence in the 
support they will give the Government 
whenever they may be again called upon 
in any emergency. The natives them- 
selves came forward in numbers, showed 
great courage, and were of much assist- 
ance in briaging the war to a successful 
conclusion. In order to further strengthen 
our position there, we sent out a large 
quantity of war stores and ammunition, 
so that Colonel Colvile will find himself 
amply supplied with everything necessary 
and in quite sufficient strength for any 
emergency. I have every confidence that 
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those materials will be of great use’ here- 
after in strengthening our position and 
securing the safety of the country. My 
noble Friend will therefore see the Go- 
vernment have not neglected that very 
important branch of the administration, 
and I hope that Colonel Colvile will find 
himself in a position quite strong enough 
to meet any occasion on which he may 
find himself compelled to employ a 
military force. ith regard to the last 
question put to me by my noble Friend, 
I am, as he anticipates, not at present in 
& position to place Papers on the Table of 
the House. 


Motion (by leave of the House) 
withdrawn. 


BUILDING SOCIETIES (No. 2) BILL. 
CNo. 208.) 


REPORT. 

Amendments reported (according to 
Order). 

Tae LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord 


HerscuE.t) : My Lords, I have only to 
propose at this stage one Amendment of 


some little importance beyond verbal 
ones. The 13th clause of the Bill pro- 
vides that Societies in calculating the 
amount they are entitled to borrow shall 
not take into account sums secured on 
properties the payment in respect of 
which have been 12 months in arrear, or 
properties of which the Societies have 
been 12 months in possession, at the date 
of the last account. The clause provides 
that the Bill shall not come into opera- 
tion until the expiration of two years 
after the passing of the Act. Represen- 
tations have been made to me in favour 
of extending that period to three years, 
but I am certainly not prepared to 
acquiesce in that proposition simpliciter. 
If the policy laid down in the clause is 
the right one to pursue, then I do not see 
that it will be expedient toextend the 
time beyond the period of two years, 
allowing the Societies to go on for a 
longer time, whatever the term might be, 
borrowing upon security of properties in 
the circumstances I have mentioned. 
Indeed, ifthe policy of the clause be right 
I do not think it is easy to justify defer- 
ring its operation even for two years, as 
regards properties which fall into arrear 
or come into possession after the passing 
of this Act. But it seems to me it would 
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be an infringement on the clause ‘alto- 
gether if its operation were deferred for 
three years instead of two as regards 
old properties or those in arrear 
or in ion at the passing of 
this Act, allowing at the time the section 
to operate immediately as regards proper- 
ties which have come into possession 12 
mouths before the passing of the Act. 
The Amendment I propose, therefore, is 
to insert at the end of the clause the fol- 
lowing limitation :— 

“So far as regards any amount secured either 


on property the payments for which have been 


for 12 months in arrears or property of which 
ion for 12 


the Societies have been in 
account,” 


months before the date of the 
Amendment agreed to. 
Verbal Amendments. 
Bill to be read 3* To-morrow ; and 


Bill to be printed, as amended. (No. 
222.) 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS BILL.—(No. 220.) 
SECOND READING. 

Order of the Day for the Second Read- 
ing, read, 

Tue Eart or CHESTERFIELD: 
My Lords, this isa Bill to consolidate the 
Contagious Diseases (Animals) Acts, 1878 
and 1893. It has been considered by a 
Joint Committee of Lords and Commons, 
and I hope your Lordships will now give 
it a Second Reading. 

Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 2,” 
—( The Earl of Chesterfield.) 

Motion agreed to: Bill read 2* accord- 
ingly ; and (Standing Order No. 
XXXIX having been suspended) com- 
mitted to a Committee of the. Whole 
House forthwith. 

Drafting and verbal Amendments. 

Standing Committee negatived. 

Amendments reported; Bill read 3*, 
with the Amendments, and passed, and 
returned to the Commons. 


CROWN LANDS BILL.—(No. 199.) 
Returned from the Commons with the 
Amendments agreed to. 


HERITABLE SECURITIES (SCOTLAND) 
BILL.—(No. 202.) 
Returned from the Commons with the 
Amendments agreed to. 
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CANAL TOLLS AND CHARGES PROVI- 
STONAL ORDER (No. 4) (BIRMINGHAM 
CANAL) BILL.—(No. 198.) 

Returned from the Commons with the 

Amendments agreed to. 


CANAL TOLLS AND CHARGES PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER (No. 10) (LAGAN, &e- 
CANALS) BILL.—(No. 190.) 

Returned from the Commons with the 

Amendments agreed to. 


STATUTE LAW REVISION BILL [.1.]. 
(No. 161.) 
Returned from the Commons agreed 
to, with Amendments : The said Amend- 
ments to be considered To-morrow. 


CANAL TOLLS AND CHARGES PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER (No. 6) (RIVER 
LEE, &c.) BILL.—(No. 211.) 

House in Committee (according to 
Order) : Bill reported without Amend- 
ment : Standing Committee negatived ; 
and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow. 


EQUALISATION OF RATES (LONDON) 
BILL.—(No. 207.) 
Read 3* (according to Order), and 


HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES 
(BORROWING POWERS) BILL.—(No. 209.) 

Read 3* (according to Order), and 
passed. 


MERCHANT SHIPPING BILL.—(No. 204.) 
Read 3° (according to Order), and 
passed, 


CONGESTED DISTRICT BOARD (IRE- 
LAND) BILL.—(No. 215.) 

House in Committee (according to 
Order): Bill reported without Amend- 
ment: Standing Committee negatived ; 
Then (Standing Order No. XXXIX. 
having been suspended) Bill read 3*, and 


JURIES (IRELAND) ACTS AMENDMENT 
BILL.—(No. 216.) 

House in Committee (according to 
Order): Bill reported without Amend- 
ment: Standing Committee negatived ; 
Then (Standing Order No. XXXIX. 
saving been suspended) Bill read 3*, and 
pass 
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EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE BILL 
(No. 217.) 

House in Committee (according to 
Order): Bill reported without Amend- 
ment: Standing Committee negatived : 
Then (Standing Order No. XXXIX. 
having been suspended) Bill read 3*, and 


passed. 


RAILWAY AND CANAL TRAFFIC BILL. 
(No. 218.) 

House in Committee (according to 
Order): An Amendment made: Stand- 
ing Committee negatived ; Then (Stand- 
ing Order No. XXXIX. having been 
suspended) Amendment reported ; Bill 
read 3*, with the Amendment, and passed, 
and returned to the Commons. 


House adjourned at five minutes past 
Five o'clock till To-morrow, a 
quarter past Four o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Monday, 20th August 1894. 


QUESTIONS. 


HEREFORDSHIRE CHARITIES. 


Mr. DODD (Essex, Maldon): I beg 
to ask the Vice President of the Com- 
mittee of Council on Education whether 
he has had his attention called to a new 
scheme for Jarvis’s Charity, in the 
parishes of Stanton-upon-Wye, Letton, 
and Bredwardine, in Herefordshire, 
which proposes to divide that Charity, 
and to assign £49,000, or thereabouts, 
to a new foundation, to be called * The 
Herefordshire Endowment,” for a county 
or middle-class school, leaving about 
£31,000 to be administered as a parochial 
charity in the places named ; if so, whe- 
ther this plan will oust the Parish 
Councils or meetings of those parishes 
from getting any, or the same, right of 
management under the new Local Go- 
vernment Act which they would have 
had of the £49,000 if there had been no 
new scheme; and if he is aware that 
the original Charity was, by the will of 
the founder Jarvis, who died in 1793, to 
be administered for the benefit of the 
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poor of the above parishes ; and, if so, 
whether he will lay the Scheme on the 
Table of this House to enable its opinion 
to be expressed on the proposed applica- 
tion of the funds, and delay the opera- 
tion of the Scheme until after the coming 
into operation of the new Local Govern- 
ment Act, so that the new Local Bodies 
may, at any rate, express their views on 
the new Scheme, dealing with the Charity 
in a way at variance with the founder's 
will? 

THe VICE PRESIDENT or tHE 
COUNCIL (Mr. Actanp, York, 
W.R., Rotherham): I have recently 
approved a Scheme for the above 

harity, under the Endowed Schools 
Acts, by which, after making due pro- 
vision for all the charitable and educa- 
tional objects to which the income of 
the endowment has been hitherto ap- 
plied, a sum of £14,000 (not £49,000) 
is formed into a separate foundation, 
under the name of “The Herefordshire 
Educational Endowment,” to be dealt with 
by a future Scheme for higher education 
in Herefordshire, and in the meantime to 
be administered by a Joint Committee on 
the lines of the Joint Committees ap- 
wae under the Welsh Intermediate 

ducation Act, which will prepare and 
submit the proposed Scheme for the con- 
sideration of the Charity Commissioners. 
With regard to the residue, Schemes 
framed under the Endowed Schools Acts 
are not affected by the Local Govern- 
ment Act of 1894, but the Scheme 
makes due provision for the election of 
representative Governors by the Parish 
Councils of the three parishes affected. I 
am aware that George Jarvis left the 
property to trustees, for certain chari- 
table objects in connection with the 
poor of the three parishes. The Scheme 
can only be laid before Parliament in 
the manner provided by Section 13 of 
the Endowed Schools Act of 1873, 


THE BALLOT AT PARISH COUNCILS AND 
MEETINGS. 

Mr. COBB (Warwick, S.E., Rugby) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether, in framing 
the Regulations under The Local Go- 
vernment Act, 1894, he will pay special 
attention to the importance of providing 
that ballots, either for the election of 
Parish Councils or to decide questions 
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at the least possible cost ; whether he is 
aware that any such expense as that 
relating to a County Council. election 
would tend to make most important 
portions of the Act a dead letter, and 
would in many parishes exhaust the whole 
of the rating powers for the then current 
year; whether he is aware that ballots 
in rural parishes of upwards of 3,000 in- 
habitants have been taken at an expense, 
including everything, of less than £3, 
and that this has mainly resulted from 
the appointment of a local returning 
officer, who has carried out the election 
for a very trifling fee, or even for no fee 
at all ; whether he is aware that if exist- 
ing paid officials are appointed Return+ 
ing Officers, and paid according to the 
existing rates, the absolutely requisite 
economy cannot be carried out; and 
whether he will, either by fixing a scale 
by the Regulations or by giving instruc- 
tions to the County Councils, secure that 
all ballots under the Act shall be carried 
out at a very trifling expense ? 


*Toe PRESIDENT or tur LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Suaw- 
Lerevre, Bradford, Central): The 
Local Government Board in framing 
their Regulations as to polls at elections 
of Parish Counciilors and polls consequent 
on parish meetings, will be desirous of 
not imposing any duties which can be 
avoided, so that there may be no unneces- 
sary expense. The scale of expenses as 
regards the elections will be prescribed 
by the County Council. If the services 
of suitable persons as presiding officers 
and clerks can be obtained without re- 
muneration or at a nominal fee as sug= 
gested, it would, of course, materially 
diminish the exvenses, 


Mr. STOREY : Might it not dosome 
good if a special cireular were addressed 
to the County Council on the point ? 


*Mr. SHAW-LEFEVRE: 1 think 
that point is worthy of consideration. 


RADWAY SCHOOL, WARWICKSHIRE. 


Mr. COBB : I beg to ask the Vice 
President of the Committee of Council 
on Education whether he will inquire 
from the correspondent of the Radway 
School, in Warwickshire, how long it has 
been closed, and when it will be re- 
opened ; and whether he can state what 
is the maximum length which is 
recognised by the Department as proper 
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for the summer holidays at an elementary 
school in a rural district ? 

Mr, ACLAND: I will make the 
inquiry suggested by the hon. Member. 
The length of holidays given at a public 
élementary school rests in the discretion 
of the managers, the only condition laid 
down by the Department being that the 
school must meet at least 400 times in 
the school year. 


CATHOLICS IN THE ROYAL IRISH 
CONSTABULARY. 

Mr. D. SULLIVAN (Westmeath, 
S:): On behalf of the hon. Member for 
North Louth, I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland if he will inquire whether, in the 
County Down Royal Irish Constabulary, 
Catholies secure their fair share of pro- 
motion ; is it the case that the County 
Inspector and three out of the four 
District Inspectors are Freemasons, and 
that of the 14 acting sergeants 10 are 
Freemasons ; and whether this exercises 
any effect on the advancement of 
Catholics in the Force ? 

Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
IRELAND (Mr. J. Mortey, New- 
castle-upon-Tyne): I am informed by 
the Inspector General that religion is 
not, and never has been, an element for 
consideration iin the matter of qualifica- 
tion for promotion in the Constabulary. 
The principles which are laid down for 
the guidance of County Inspectors in 
making their selections for promotion are 
—(1) efficiency in the performance of 
duty, (2) steadiness of conduct, (3) 
ability to write Reports, (4) physical 
fitness, (5) aptitude for command, and 
(6) length of service. Of the eight 
promotions made to the rank of acting 
sergeant during the past 12 months in 
the County Down, five men were 
Protestants and three were Catholics, 
and of the 14 men of that rank now 
serving in the county, nine are Pro- 
testants and five Catholics. The 
Inspector General has no official know- 
ledge as to whether the officers and men 
now ge 4 do or do not belong to the 
Society of Freemasons, and in this con- 
nection I may remind my hon. Friend 
that the oath provided by Section 17 of 
the 6 Will. IV., c. 13, to be taken by all 
persons entering the Constabulary 
specifically exempts that Society from 
the prohibition placed upon members of 
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the Force. The Inspector General is 
assured that the fact that a man may 
be a Freemason exercises no effect what- 
ever on his advancement. 

Mr. KENNEDY (Kildare, N.) : How 
is it that every sergeant in the Royal 
Irish Constabulary is a Protestant ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: That is not the 


case. 

Mr. SEXTON (Kerry, N.): May I 
ask whether the Society of Freemasons 
in Ireland is a secret society ; and, if so, 
whether it is the only secret society of 
which a member of the Royal Irish Con- 
stabulary can be a member ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY : I suppose that in 
Ireland as elsewhere it is a secret society; 
but I really do not know anything more 
about it. 


PRESBYTERIANS IN THE ROYAL IRISH 
CONSTABULARY. 

Captain DONELAN (Cork, E.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland if he can state 
the number of men at present serving in” 
the Royal Irish Constabulary who are 
registered as Presbyterians, and how 
many of these are quartered at stations 
where no Presbyterian places of worship 
is within reach ; and whether he can also 
state the respective numbers of Episco- 
palian and Presbyterian Head Constables 
who have been promoted to the rank of 
District Inspector during the past three 
years ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: The number of 
Presbyterians in the Constabulary on 
January | last (which is the most recent 
information upon the subject now in 
possession) was as follows :—Head con- 
stables, 10; sergeants, 103 ; acting ser- 
geants, 30 ; constables, 425 ; total, 568. 
It is a rule of the Service that a man 
shall not, if it can be avoided, be kept at 
a remote station where he is not within 
a reasonable distance of his place of wor- 
ship longer than 12 months, and officers 
are instructed to call attention to such 
eases in order that any disadvantage 
under which individual policemen might 
labour in this matter might be remedied 
by removal to some other locality. The 
Inspector General is not aware that this 
rule has been infringed in any case; but 
if it should be so, the case would receive 
attention upon its being made known, 
Within the last three years four Protestant 
head constables have been promoted to 





15 The Erasmus Smith 


the rank of District Inspector. Of these 
one was a Presbyterian and the other 
three were Protestants of other denomina- 
tions. 


DOG LICENCE FINES IN SCOTLAND. 

Mr. PAUL (Edinburgh, S.): I beg 
to ask the Lord Advocate whether it is 
within his knowledge that there exists 
in the burgh of Ayr a practice on the 
part of the Procurator Fiscal, in connec- 
tion with prosecutions arising out of the 
Dog-Muzzling Order now in force there, 
after service of a summons, and before 
the hearing of the case in open Court, of 
writing a letter to the accused informing 
him, or her, that it will not be necessary 
to attend the Court if a certain sum of 
money is previously sent him, and then, 
on payment of such sum being made, 
accepting it for penalty and expenses, 
and dropping the case, but refusing an 
account of the money; whether the 
practice referred to is a recognised one ; 
and, if not, whether it will be discon- 
tinued ; and whether he will call for an 
account of the money so exacted and its 
application ? 


*THe LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. J. B. 
Batrour, Clackmaunan, &c.): Upon 
inquiry I find that the statement in the 
first paragraph of the question is sub- 
stantially correct, and that more than 
one case of the kind has recently ac- 
curred. The practice appears to require 
explanation, and I am informed that in 
at least one other place where the 
Muzzling Order is in force, a fine of 
2s. 6d. is the penalty imposed, and no 
expenses are charged. I propose to 
bring the matter under the notice of the 
Provost of Ayr, and to ask him whether 
an account of the money paid in name of 
expenses, and of its application since the 
Muzzling Order came into operation, can 


be supplied. 


THE ERASMUS SMITH ENDOWMENT. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth,-N.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland is he aware 
that the Trustees of the Erasmus Smith 
Endowment do not know whether they 
are fulfilling any part whatever of the 
one essential and primary obligation 
under which alone they have received 
the endowment—namely, to give free 


Mr. J. Morley 
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intermediate and University education 
to all the children of all the tenants on 
all the Irish estates of Erasmus Smith, 
and to 20 other poor children within two 
English miles of his schools at Galway, 
Drogheda, and Tipperary ; whether, if 
the Protestant Judicial Commissioner 
refuses to sigu a Draft Scheme, the 
endowment will remain in exclusively 
Protestant hands, as it has remained 
during the last 225 years ; and whether, 
in view of the fact that the Governors 
of the Erasmus Smith Sebools put before 
the Educational Endowments (Ireland) 
Commissioners in 1886 4 Draft Scheme 
containing a Conscience Clause, which 
exempted Catholic pupils attending the 
Erasmus Smith Schools from receiving 
Protestant instructions, he can take any 
steps to a Scheme being agreed to under 
which, if the endowments are vested in 
Catholics, the Protestants may be pro- 
tected by a similar Conscience Clause ? 


Mr. J. MORLEY : It appears from 
the Reports of the successive Commis- 
sious which have inquired into the case 
of the Erasmus Smith Endowments that 
the education which the Governors are 
under an obligation to provide is subject 
to religious and denominational con- 
ditions and restrictions which prevent 
Roman Catholic pupils from availing 
themselves of it. It is a question upon 
which the Executive Government has no 
means of forming an opinion how far 
these religious restrictions and conditions 
must prevail, or must be regarded as 
essential and primary, in order to give 
effect to the intention of the founder. If 
the Judicial Commissioners under the 
Educational Endowments Act of 1885 
do not concur in signing a Scheme, the 
endowments will continue to be ad- 
ministered in accordance with the ex- 
isting Charters and Statutes and the 
Rules framed by Erasmus Smith in his 
lifetime, until altered by lawful authority 
such as an Act of Parliament, Charter, 
or Decree of the Court of Chancery. 
The Executive Government has no 
authority to interfere with the Judicial 
Commissioners in the discharge of their 
duties, and, I am advised, has no means 
of ascertaining whether the endowments 
of Erasmus Smith can be vested in Roman 
Catholics, or subjected to a Conscience 
Clause, without vitiating the intention of 
the founder. 
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17. Inspectors of Workshops 


INCOMES OF PUBLIC ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS. 

Mr. COBB : I beg to ask the Vice 
President of the Committee of Council 
on Education when he expects to issue 
the Return giving the details of the 
incomes of public elementary schools 
which some months ago he said he hoped 
would be ready in June ? 

Mr. ACLAND: The printing of this 
Return, which is a very bulky one, is 
taking longer than was anticipated, and 
Ido not think it can be issued before 
October. 


ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL, WAKEFIELD. 

Viscount CRANBORNE = (Ro- 
chester) : I beg to ask the Vice President 
of the Committee of Council on Educa- 
tion whether, in the case of St. John's, 
Wakefield, Church of England School, 
notwithstanding the fact that the 
managers notified to the Department 
that in the determining school year the 
parents of the children were compelled 
to expend a sum equivalent to Is, 4d. per 
child for books, the Education Depart- 
ment refuses to allow this sum to be 
taken into account in calculating the fees 
now chargeable ? 

Mr. ACLAND: The sum in question 
was not a charge for the use of books, 
but a sum received for books sold to 
children, and cannot, therefore, be 
reckoned as part of the school fee in the 
determining year. Moreover, it was 
not entered in the school accounts for 
that year. ‘he managers state that 
during the determining year the children 
were compelled to purchase books as a 
condition of being allowed to attend. I 
have to point out that such compulsion 
was illegal, and that if any complaint 
had been made to the Department at the 
time the managers would have been told 
that the children must be admitted, whe- 
ther they bought the books or not, or the 
Government grant would be forfeited. 


THE WICKLOW MAGISTERIAL BENCH. 

Mr. J, O'CONNOR (Wicklow, W.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland how many 
Catholics and how many Protestants 
were on the County Wicklow Bench 
when the present Government came into 
Office in August, 1892, and if he has 
any objection to state the number of 
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Protestants and Catholics who at the 
present, date are Magistrates of the 
County Wicklow ; and can he state what 
proportion of the population of Wicklow 
are Catholics ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY : When the present 
Government came into Office there were 
92 Protestant and 8 Roman Catholic 
Magistrates in the County Wicklow. 
The numbers at present are 98 Protes- 
tants and 23 Catholics, Seventy-nine 
per cent. of the population of the couuty 
is Roman Catholic. 


CATTLE TRAFFIC ON IRISH RAILWAYS. 

Mr. MACARTNEY (Antrim, S.): I 
beg to ask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether he is aware that the rates 
over the Great Northern and other Irish 
Railways are the same per wagon for 
sheep as well as cattle, irrespective of the 
size or weight carried ; and whether this 
is owing to any Regulations enforced by 
the Board of Trade ? 


Tae PRESIDENT or rae BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. Bryce, Aberdeen, 8.) : 
The maximum rates for the conveyance 
of live stock on Irish railways are em- 
bodied in the Railway Rates and Charges 
Order Confirmation Act, 1892, and were 
agreed to by the Irish traders at the time 
of the passing of that Act. The 
maximum rate for a truck load is the 
same for sheep as for cattle, the load 
being limited to such number as may 
reasonably be carried in the truck. As 
more sheep can be got into a truck than 
cattle, the position is scarcely as stated 
in the hon. Member's question. 


INSPECTORS OF WORKSHOPS iN 
LONDON. 

Mr. KEIR-HARDIE (West Ham, 
S.) : I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department whether the 
10 recently appointed Inspectors of 
workshops in London cover the same 
area as 140 Sanitary Inspectors ; whe- 
ther the total salaries of the first named 
amount to only £1,090 per annum, 
whilst those of the last named run to 
£20,000 per annum ; and whether he can 
furnish the number of notifications sent 
to the workshop Inspectors by the Local 
Authority, and the number of complaints 
of insanitation sent from the Inspectors 
of workshops to the Sanitary Authorities 
in London only ? 
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Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
tHE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. 
AsquitH, Fife, E.): I do not know how 
the figures of 140 and £20,000 are 
arrived at, but it is the case that since 
1892 I have appointed 10 Inspectors’ 
assistants, in addition to the ordinary 
factory staff, for the special duty of in- 
specting workshops in the County of 
London, with salaries of £100 rising to 
£150; and that in the same time 124 
Sanitary Inspectors have been appointed 
under the Public Health Act, 1891, in 
the same area and for the most part with 
the same salary. The duties of the 
former are coufined to workshops ; those 
of the latter are much wider. The 
number of notifications sent to the work- 
shop Inspectors by the Local Authorities 
is 292. The number of complaints of 
insanitary workshops sent by the In- 
spector of workshops to the Local Au- 
thorities is 1,315. I take this oppor- 
tunity of acknowledging the hearty 
co-operation of the Medical Officer of 
the London County Council with the In- 
spectors of workshops and his readiness 
to inquire into all cases neglected by the 
Local Authorities, 


THE INTERNATIONAL CODE BOOK. 

Mr. TOMLINSON (Preston) : I beg 
to ask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether, and if so when, steps 
can be taken to carry out the recommen- 
dation of the Washington Conference 
that the complete alphabet of the Morse 
Code be inserted in the International 
Code Book for optional use, with special 
reference to night signals at sea ? 

Mr. BRYCE: The International 
Code of Signals Book is now under 
revision by a Committee censisting of 
representatives of the Admiralty, the 
Board of Trade, the Trinity House, and 
Lloyd’s. I understand that the ques- 
tion of inserting the Morse Code in the 
Book for optional use as recommended 
by the Washington Conference is receiv- 
ing their careful consideration, but no 
definite decision on the point has yet 
been arrived at, although there is ob- 
viously a strong prima facie case for 
adopting the recommendation. 


AUXILIARY POSTMEN AT CHRISTMAS. 

Mr. J. ROWLANDS (Finsbury, E.) : 
I beg to ask the Postmaster General 
whether he will give instructions, when 
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20 
the auxiliary assistance is engaged at the 
end of the year for the Christmas pres- 
sure, that preference shall be given, to 
suitable persons who are out of employ~ 
ment ? 

THe POSTMASTER GENERAL 
(Mr. A. Mortey, Nottingham, E.): 
It is essential, when auxiliary ser- 
vice is required at the Post Office, 
that only men of known and proved 
character should be employed, while, in 
the case of those whose employment 


lasts during a portion only of each day, 
eare has to be taken that their total 


at Lurgan. 


earnings from the Department and out- 
side are not less than 18s. a week. Sub- 
ject to these provisoes, I gave orders 
some time ago that no new auxiliaries 
should be-taken on who are in regular 
employment elsewhere. 


PARTY RIOTS AT LURGAN. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : J. beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that on Lady Day, 15th August, five 
Protestants were assailed and beaten b 
a Nationalist mob on Silverwood Road, 
Lurgan ; extensive premises wrecked in 
Brownlow Terrace and Mary Street ; 
and that the Railway Hotel and 
shops in Market Street were attacked, 
and several Protestants attacked in 
Edward Street during the evening ; and 
whether any persons have been made 
amenable ? 


Mr. J. MORLEY: On the 13th 
instant a party affray took place at 
Silverwood, near Lurgan, and, no doubt 
as a result of the ill-feeling arising from 
this affray, a Catholic named Murray was 
next day attacked by Protestants. I 
have directed proceedings to be taken 
against a number of persons in both of 
these cases. Another affray took place 
at the same place on the 16th instant, 
when a man named Turkington was 
attacked by Catholics. Proceedings will 
be instituted in this case also. About 
2 o’clock on the morning of the 17th 
instant some persons unknown smashed 
with stones the windows in eight houses 
in Lurgan, the estimated damage done 
amounting to about £13. The occur- 
rence is apparently due to party feeling. 
No person has yet been made amenable 
for the window breaking. 
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THE “COSTA RICA PACKET.” 


Mr. HENNIKER HEATON (Can- 
terbury): I beg to ask the Under Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs whether 
any further communication has been re- 
ceived from the Dutch Government 
regarding the Costa Rica case ; whether 
he can state the present position of the 
question or the purport of the last com- 
munication from the British to the Dutch 
Government ; and what answer has been 
given by the Foreign Office to the pro- 
tests of the New South Wales Govern- 
ment and its demand for redress ? 

*THe UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(Sir E. Grey, Northumberland, Berwick): 
There is nothing to add to the statement 
which I made on Friday night, except 
that we have since received the Report of 
the Law Officers on the question of 
arbitration, which will be considered 
without delay. I understood that the 
communications from the New South 
Wales Government have been fully 
answered by the Colonial Office. 


CROMWELL’S STATUE FOR WEST- 
MINSTER. 

Mr. EVERETT (Suffolk, Wood- 
bridge): I beg to ask the First Com- 
missioner of Works whether he has 
considered the question of putting a 
statue of Oliver Cromwell in some part 
of the Palace at Westminster ; and whe- 
ther he will be able to gratify the wish 
of many that there shall be such an ad- 
dition to the statues there ? 

‘Tue FIRST COMMISSIONER or 
WORKS (Mr. H. Gtrapstone, Leeds, 
W.): No series of historical personages 
can be complete without the inclusion of 
Cromwell. As I have already said, I 
have no funds at my disposal this year to 
defray the cost of astatue; but I have 
obtained the sanction of my right hon. 
Friend the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
for making the necessary provision in the 
Estimates for next year. 


THE PEERS’ VETO. 
Mr. COBB: I beg to ask the Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer whether the 
Government will, before the close of the 
Session, make any statement as to the 
course which they propose to take with 
regard to the veto of the House of 
Lords ? 
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Tue CHANCELLOR or tHe EX~ 
CHEQUER (Sir W. Harcourt, Derby): 
This is a very grave question — the 
gravest, I may say, which will occupy 
the attention of the Government. But 
I do not think that I could, during the 
present Session, make any definite state- 
ment on the subject. 

Mr. SEXTON: I wish to ask the 
right hon. Gentleman, looking to the 
fact that several measures which have 
passed this House have been defeated 
by the exercise of this veto, and espe- 
cially, from my point of view, to the fact 
that this Parliament has been rendered 
impotent in regard to Ireland by the re- 
jection of the Home Rule Bill last year 
and of the Evicted Tenants Bill this 
year from the same cause, whether the 
Government intend or anticipate that, in 
the Queen’s Speech at the opening of 
next Session, they will be able to define 
their policy ? 

Sir W. HARCOURT: It is those 
facts tu which my hon. Friend refers 
that constitute in great degree the gravity 
of this question. I have already stated 
that the Government are fully impressed 
with the gravity of the question, and 
hope to be able to deal with it ; but, as I 
have told my hon. Friend befure, I do not 
think it would serve any good purpose, 
nor are the Government prepared at this 
moment to make a definite statement on 
the subject. 

Mr. BARTLEY (Islington, N.): May 
I ask whether it is not a fact that the 
two Bills referred to were rejected in 
this House by a large majority of the 
votes of Members from England and 
Scotland ? 

Sir W. HARCOURT : I have already 
stated that I am not a Separatist to the 
degree that are gentlemen opposite— 
[Mr. Sexton: Conservative gentle- 
men]—and I recognise no distinction 
between the votes of Members of this 
House, or between the nationality from 
which they come. 

Mr. BARTLEY : But, as a fact, were 
not the Bills referred to carried in this 
House by the preponderance of Ireland, 
which has a larger share of representa- 
tion than it ought to have. 

[No answer was given. } 


“A DIALOGUE AT WATERLOO.” 
Mr. THORNTON (Clapham) : I beg 
to ask the First Commissioner of Works 





23 Trawling. 


whether the late, Sir E, Landseer’s 
picture of the Duke of Wellington re- 
visiting the field of Waterloo with his 
daughter-in-law, the Marchioness of 
Douro, is to be permanently located in 
the provinces, where it has been for some 
years ; and whether he will endeavour to 
secure for the present generation of 
Londoners an opportunity of seeing it 
either in the National Gallery or at South 
Kensington ? 

Tue SECRETARY ro rue TREA- 
SURY (Sir J. T. Hissert, Oldham) 
(who replied) said: I am informed by 
the Director of the National Gallery that 
Sir Edwin Landseer’s picture, entitled 
“A Dialogue at Waterloo,” was removed 
from South Kensington to the National 
Gallery with the rest of the Vernon Col- 
lection, in 1876, and remained there until 
1883, in which year it was lent to the 
National Gallery of Ireland, where it has 
been ever since. It is not at present 
proposed to recall the loan, as, owing to 
the large size of the picture, there is not 
sufficient space for its exhibition here. 

Mr. THORNTON : Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that the original donor 
stipulated that the picture should be 
kept in London ? 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT: I will call 
the attention of the Trustees of the 
National Gallery to what the hon. Mem- 
ber says. 


LABOURERS’ COTTAGES AT TRIM. 

Mr. KENNEDY: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland (1) whether the Local Government 
Board have yet published a Provisional 
Order in respect of the Labourers’ Acts 
Inquiry, held by their Inspector at Trim 
last November ; if not, for what cause, 
and who is responsible for the delay ; 
and (2) how many representations came 
before that Inquiry, and how many of 
them have been sanctioned by the Local 
Government Board ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: (1) The Pro- 
visional Order has not yet been published, 
but it is ready to be issued. A printed 
draft of the Order was sent to the 
Guardians on the 16th instant for perusal, 
and on receipt of their reply the Order 
will be signed. The delay has been 
occasioned by the necessity for procuring 
consents to the taking of certain sites. 
The first batch of these consents was 
received by the Local Government Board 


Mr. Thornton 
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on the 25th of July, and the remainder 
on the 8th instant. (2) The number of 
cottages included in the Guardians’ 
scheme was 162, and the number about to 
be authorised is 81. 


Mr. KENNEDY: Does the right 
hon. Gentleman think four years a 
proper amount of time to be oceupied in 
carrying out these schemes ? 


Mr. J. MORLEY: It seems a long 
time for an operation of this kind. I am 
not aware of any other reason than that 
given for the delay, 


Mr. KENNEDY: I have known a 
case which has taken five years. 


TRAWLING. 

Mr. BUCHANAN (Aberdeenshire, 
E.): I beg to ask the Secretary for 
Scotland whether, in view of the con- 
tinued complaints of trawling near our 
coasts and its destructive effects, Her 
Majesty's Government will take steps 
during the Recess of carrying out the 
recommendations of the Select Committee 
on the Sea Fisheries to extend the ter- 
ritorial limit for fishing purposes; and 
whether he is aware that already certain 
Foreign Powers, for example, Denmark, 
Norway, and Portugal, do exercise juris- 
diction for fishing purposes beyond the 
three-mile limit ? 


THe SECRETARY ror SCOT- 
LAND (Sir G. Treveryan, Glasgow, 
Bridgeton): As regards the last para- 
graph of the hon. Member’s question, I 
am informed by the Foreign Office that 
the jurisdiction of four miles for fishing 
purposes has been claimed by Norway. 
They are not aware of any such claim 
on the part of Denmark. She is a party 
to the North Sea Fisheries Convention, 
which fixes the limit at three miles. 
Portugal has an arrangement with Spain 
fixing the limit at six miles, but it is not 
applicable to the vessels of other powers. 
Claims of this kind beyond the limit 
generally recognised by International 
Law can only be exercised over the 
vessels of Foreign Powers with the ex press 
or tacit assent of those powers. The 
proposal made by the Select Committee 
on Sea Fisheries, who reported that they 
were sensible of the difficulties of making 
International Regulations, is one for the 
consideration of the Foreign Office and 
the Board of Trade. 
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DAY NATIONAL SCHOOLS. 

Viscount CRANBORNE: On 
behalf of the hon. Member for the Tun- 
bridge Division of Kent, I beg to ask 
the Vice President of the Committee of 
Council on Education whether the 

rs of Painscastle National School, 
Hay, have been ordered by the Depart- 
ment to make extensive alterations 
within 12 months, including the pro- 
vision of a cloak room and a new store ; 
whether he is aware that the school 
possesses now a large porch fitted up as 
cloak room, and is well warmed by a 
fireplace; and whether he will make 
further inquiries before these demands 
are insisted on ? 

Mr. ACLAND: In the last Annual 
Report on this school, after the inspec- 
tion in May, the managers were told that 
a cloak room should be provided, and 
that a stove was needed to heat the school 
properly. Her Majesty’s Inspector 
stated that there was no cloak room, and 
that the children’s clothes were hung on 
pegs round the school room. Any re- 
presentations the managers make will be 
duly considered. 


POST OFFICE OFFICIALS AND LOCAL 
COUNCILS. 

Mr. STOREY (Sunderland) : I desire 
to ask whether in the latest Post Office 
Cireular the Postmaster General an- 
nounces that it is not competent for any 
Post Office servant to become a member 
of a District Council, nor even to offer 
himself as a candidate, while, as regards 
Parish Councils, before one can serve he 
must obtain the permission of the head 
of the Department through his superior 
officer ; whether, having regard to the 
answer given the other night by the 
Secretary to the Treasury, the Postmaster 
General intends to modify this Circular, so 
as to enable Post Office servants to serve 
either on District Councils or on Parish 
Councils, without asking for any previous 
consent of their superior, provided that 
such service does not interfere with the 
discharge of their duty to the State ? 

Mr. A. MORLEY : I desire to thank 
my hon. Friend for having given me 
private notice of the question. The date 
of the Regulation he will see is the 14th 
of August, and the answer of my right 
hon. Friend the Secretary to the Trea- 
sury was given on the 16th of August. 
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No doubt under pressure from the House 
of Commons the decision of the Treasury 
was slightly modified, and I can assure 
the hon. Gentleman that the Post Office 
will not be behind other Departments in 
the matter. 


JABEZ BALFOUR. 

Sir R. TEMPLE (Surrey, Kingston) : 
1 wish to ask the Under Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether he has 
any official news regarding the extradi- 
tion of Jabez Balfour ? 

Str E. GREY : Yes, Sir ; it is correct 
that the Federal Judge has given an 
opinion in favour of the extradition. 


THE AFRICAN PROTECTORATES. 


Sm C. W. DILKE (Gloucester, 
Forest of Dean): I wish to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether, in order to save a De- 
bate and Division late to-night, he can 
make any statement with regard to the 
Supplementary Vote of £80,000 which is 
being asked for Uganda and British 
Central Africa? I understand that the 
Uganda Vote has already been explained, 
but that for British Central Africa has 
not been explained. 

*Sir E. GREY: The right hon. 
Baronet is quite right when he says that 
it was contemplated that this Uganda 
Vote should be included in the previous 
discussion, and there is no new feature 
in connection with it. The Vote 
has nothing to do with the pro- 
vision of a railway, and the amount 
could not be included on the previous 
occasion because matters were not suffi- 
ciently far advanced. With regard to 
the second Vote, the fact is this, that the 
British Central Africa Protectorate has 
not yet cost this country any money ; 
but it has lately been necessary to under- 
take very considerable operations against 
the Slave Trade and the Arabs who are 
prosecuting it in that particular district. 
Those operations have been exceedingly 
succestful, and their beneficial results 
have already become apparent in the pro- 
tectorate. They have cost a good deal 
of money,. and it is that extra expense 
which renders so large a Vote necessary. 
I should say, in addition, that the Vote 
will not be for this year onl¥, because a 
protectorate of this kind must, until it 
pays its own way, cost the country some- 
thing. The bulk of the £35,000 asked 
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for has been incurred in operations against 
the Slave Trade. 

Mr. BUCHANAN: May we expect 
that in the future there will be a per- 
manent charge on this country for the 
administration of Central Africa ? 

*Sir E. GREY: Yes, the moment has 
arrived for that ; but the charge will not 
be so large in future., It will, not be so 
much as this year’s Vote. 


THE COURSE OF BUSINESS. 

Viscount CRANBORNE: Is_ it 
intended to take the Education Vote 
to-night? I understand that there is 
a very large ammount of business in front 
of it, and that it is very unlikely to 
be reached. 

Sm W. HARCOURT ; My hope and 
expectation is that the Education Vote 
will be taken to-night. I see nothing 
on the Paper, and I have received no 
information to lead me to think it may 
not be reached at an early hour this 
evening ; perhaps directly after dinner. 
If we have not that good fortune it will 
have to stand over. 

Viscount CRANBORNE: After 
what hour will it not be taken ? 

Sir W. HARCOURT: I cannot 
name any hour. We recognise the 
Vote as a most important one, which 
must have reasonable time for discussion. 

Dr. CLARK (Caithness): Is it 
intended to take the Votes in the Order 
in which they stand on the Paper ? 

Mr. R. WALLACE (Edinburgh, E.): 
The Scotch Members understood on 
Friday that we were to take the Scotch 
Secretary’s Vote first to-day, but if the 
Irish Votes are to precede it we shall 
have no chance. 

Sir W. HARCOURT : I never heard 
of any arrangement except that the 
Votes should be taken in the order in 
which they stand. 

Mr. R. WALLACE: That seems to 
me very singular. 

Mr. TOMLINSON : In regard to the 
Education Vote, will the right hon. 
Gentleman undertake that it shall come 
on at an hour when the Debate can be 
reported in the Press ? 

Mr. WARNER (Somerset, N.): I 
would ask the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer whether the Third Reading of the 
Appropriation Bill could not be taken on 
Friday in order to allow hon. Members 
to get away early on Saturday ? 


Sir E. Grey 





Srr W. HARCOURT: As to that, I 
need not tell the hon. Member it is not 
in my power to’ fix the time. It is only 
in'the power of the ‘House to fixia day 
for the termination of the Session, and I 
cannot press’ the House to take its busi- 
ness more rapidly than Members .in all 
parts think advisable. What was contem- 
plated was that we should take Committee 
of Supply to-day and to-morrow, and the 
Report of Supply on Wednesday. That 
would enable the Session to be concluded 
on Saturday. Of course, if the House 
were willing to take Report of Supply on 
Tuesday—to finish Committee to-day and 
to leave what Votes were over to be dis 
eussed on Report, we might finish on 
Friday, which perhaps would be the 
more convenient course; but we cannot 
press that upon the House if it does not 
desire it. On Wednesday it is intended 
to take the Lords’ Amendments to the 
Seotch Local Government Bill. I do 
not know how mach time that will 
oceupy, but there will only be left a short 
period for the discussion cf the Report of 
Supply if it takes much tirae. However, 
beyond the Education, the Irish and the 
Scotch Votes, there is very little likely 
to call for much discussion. It is, how- 
ever, entirely for the House to determine 
what they wish in the matter. ; 

Mr. TOMLINSON: Will the right 
hon, Gentleman answer my question? 

Sir W. HARCOURT : I cannot give 
any undertaking on that subject. I can 
only repeat the hope that the Education 
Vote will come on at a reasonable 
time. 

Mr. DALZIEL (Kirkcaldy, &c.): 
When will the Lords’ Amendments to the 
Local Government (Scotland) Bill be 
circulated ? 

Sir G, TREVELYAN: To-morrow 
morning. 

Mr. SEYMOUR KEAY (Elgin and 
Nairn): And the consideration of them 
will not be taken before Wednesday ? 

Sir W. HARCOURT : No. 


THE IRISH LAND COMMITTEE AND 
THE PRESS. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : I wish to ask 
the attention of the House for a brief 
time while I recall the circumstances 
under which the Draft Report of the 
Chairman of the Select Committee on 
the Irish Land Acts was published in 
certain papers, and in doing so I desire 
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to make a personal explanation. It may 
be in the recollection of the House that 


on Thursday last the hon. Member for 
North Kerry drew the attention of the 
House to the publication in Zhe Times 
of the particulars of the Draft Report of 
the Chairman of the Select Committee, 
and the Chief Secretary, who intervened 
in the observations which followed the 
statement of the hon, Member for North 
Kerry, told the House that that question 
had been raised very properly at the 
meeting of the Committee, and that the 
feeling of the Committee was that who- 
ever had made this communication to the 
Press had been guilty of an act of 
impropriety, and to some extent an act 
of disloyalty to his colleagues on the 
Committee. The hon. Member for 
North Louth then put the question to 
you, Mr. Speaker, whether the news- 
papers which published these particulars 
should not be deprived of the privilege 
they enjoy of reporting the proceedings 
of this House, and you stated, in reply, 
that the newspapers might not be so 
guilty as the person who communicated 
the news. I now desire to call attention 
to a paragraph which appeared in the 
London correspondence of The Free- 
man’s Journal of Friday, August 17, this 
being a paper with a large circulation in 
Ireland managed by a Board of Directors, 
the Chairman, and a member of which sit 
in this House, and a member of which was 
also, I believe, on the Select Committee. 
The paragraph ran as follows :-— 

“Mr, Sexton rendered a public service in 
drawing attention yesterday to the breach of 
faith committed by the representatives of the 
Orangemen in giving copies of the Draft Re- 
port to a certain newspaper. I need not say 
that the publication of that document does not 
include any special amount of enterprise, and 
if the Nationalist Members of the Committee 
took the same low view of their obligations as 
the Orangemen it could have been published in 
The Freeman as early as in any paper. A cer- 
tain Scotch newspaper, I am told, had six 
columns of the Report, giving many paragraphs 
since omitted. The Committee sat again yes- 
terday, and the revision of the Report was pro- 
ceeded with. That revision was of an exten- 
sive character, and rendered the published 
Reports completely misleading in nearly every 
important respect.” 

I desire to point out that that paragraph, 
in my judgment, casts a very serious 
reflection upon all the Members of the 
minority on the Committee, if it does not 
amount to an absolute and distinct 
allegation that they are responsible for 





the publication of the Reports. It cer- 
tainly cireumscribes the area of the 
charge, and points out that the Members 
who were responsible for the breach of 
Parliamentary etiquette were the Orange 
Representatives. That can only apply to 
myself or the hon. and gallant Member 
for North Down (Colonel Waring), as we 
are the only two persons on the Com- 
mittee who are supposed to repre- 
sent in any way the Orange 
interest in Ireland. I desire at 
once to give the most emphatic 
denial to the allegations contained in that 
paragraph. Neither I nor my hon. and 
gallant Friend ever communicated any 
Report to any newspaper on the subject, 
and no Member of the minority on the 
Committee has had any share whatever 
in conveying to the Press what pur- 
ported to be the full Draft Report of the 
Chairman of the Committee. I hope 
that the House will not think that I have 
intruded in any way upon its time in 
making this ‘personal explanation. The 
paragraph is couched in very serious 
language, and seems to convey an impu- 
tation upon Members of this House, 
amounting in effect to a breach of the 
Privileges of this House. I am, how- 
ever, quite content with the opportunity 
which has been given to me to call 
attention to the subject, and of denying 
for myself and my hon. Friends the 
Members of the minority that we have 
had any share in conveying to organs of 
the Press the Draft Report of the Chair- 
man. 

Mr. SEXTON (Kerry, N.) : The only 
observation I will make upon the state- 
ment of the hon. Gentleman is that I 
believe Members of the House are bound 
to accept his assurance as far as concerns 
himself ; but I am not aware that he is 
in a position to give an assurance on the 
part of others—[ Cries of “Oh !”]—I am 
entitled to say that, and certainly I am 
not aware that there is any law or prac- 
tice of the House which binds the House 
to accept the assurance given by a Mem- 
ber on behalf of others who ought to be 
here to give it themselves. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : I may say that 
I was asked, and other Members of the 
minority of the Committee were asked, 
to communicate to the Press this Draft 
Report. We were told by representa- 
tives of certain newspapers that if we 
did not other organs would get it, and 
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were in possession of it: I consulted my 
friends, and we all agreed together that 
whatever might occur in any other 
quarter we would be bound by the con- 
fidential nature of the Draft Report 
until it was presented to the House, so 
that Iam ina position to speak on be- 
half of my hon. Friends who are not 


here, as we all agreed toact together. 


THE ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. R. WALLACE (Edinburgh, E.) 
asked the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
how it was that an English Vote was 
to be taken before the Scotch Secretary’s 
Vote, and said he had understood that 
the last-named Vote was to be taken first 
in Committee of Supply. 

Sir W. HARCOURT: The other 
day when we agreed to postpone certain 
Votes the first appeal was made to me by 
my hon. Friend the Member for Carnar- 
von (Mr. Lloyd-George) with regard to 
the Registrar General’s Vote. It was a 
case of first come first served, and my hon. 
Friend (Mr. R. Wallace) was behindhand 
on that occasion. The Scotchmen being 


next they got the next place, and then 
came the Irishmen, who got the third 


place. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 
That they have agreed to,— 
Amendment to— 

Copyhold Consolidation Bill [Lords }:— 

Amendments to— 

Quarries Bill [Lords], 

Coal Mines (Check Weigher) Bill 
[Lords], without Amendment :— 

Railway and Canal Traffic Bill, with 
an Amendment :— 


Diseases of Animals Bill, with Amend- 
ments. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


SUPPLY—COMMITTEE. 
SuppLy—considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 

CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DE- 
PARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1894-5. 
Crass I. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That a sum, not exceeding £24,674, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 


Hr. Macartney 


{COMMONS} 
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necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the. year 

on the 3lst day of March 1895, for the 

and Expenses of the Department of the 

trar General of Births, &c., in England.” 


*Mr. CARVELL WILLIAMS (Notts 
Mansfield) said, that many years ago a 
Royal Commission expressed the opinion 
that, in the public interest, it was very 
desirable that all Registers of Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages should be dé- 
posited at Somerset House. Acti 
upon that opinion the Registrar Gene 
of that day issued an earnest request to 
the Nonconformist Bodies to give up 

session of their various Registers. 

hey very cheerfully complied, and a 
large number of Registers were deposited 
at Somerset House; an Act being passed 
making the Registrar General their cus- 
todian. Some of the Registers deposited 
were of considerable historical and bio- 
graphical interest, and for 40 years the 
previous owners of these Registers had 
had free access to them, and facilities had 
been accorded to them to inspect them. 
Within the last few years these facilities 
had been withdrawn, and now those most 
interested in them had to pay the same 
fees as the rest of the public for consulting 
the Registers ; whilst they had to conduct 
their researches in the midst of a crowd 
of persons who were engaged in searchin 
modern Registers. They thought the hard- 
ship thus inflicted was all the greater, 
because facilities were given freely at other 
public places, suchas the British Museum, 
the Record Office, the Library of Lambeth 
Palace, and even in the Wills Department 
of Somerset House itself. The reasons 
assigned by the Registrar General for 
withdrawing such facilities were that he 
had discovered, after 40 years, that he 
had no power to remit the statutory 
fees; that the number of applicants 
had so increased that it was inconvenient 
to grant the former facilities, and that be 
had no room, and no clerk, at his disposal. 
He trusted that the Government would 
allow a restoration to be made to the 
Nonconformists of the facilities they had 
hitherto enjoyed. They were quite 
willing to submit to conditions as to 
days and hours, if the Registrar General 
thought fit to impose them. Theadditional 
expense that would be caused could be 
but very inconsiderable. Where there 
was a will there was a way. He hoped 
the Government would have the will, and 
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he was satisfied that then the way would 
be found also. He also trusted that the 
Government would order a reprint of 
the catalogues of the old Registers. 

Tue PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. SHaw- 
Lerevre, Bradford, Central) : The 
Seeretary to the Treasury has asked me 
to reply to this question. I have con- 
sulted the Registrar General, and it 
appears that it is really a question of 
want of space. He is very much hampered 
at present for want of space, and has 
therefore been obliged to withdraw the 
facilities which Nonconformists at one 
time had of searching the Registers. I 
will make inquiries into the matter, and 
will endeavour to see whether some 
arrangemeut can be made for restoring 
the privilege of search, and if possible of 
providing another room for the purpose. 
TI have no information with regard to the 
eatalogues, but I will make inquiries as 
to whether the advice of the hon. Mem- 
ber can be carried out on that subject. 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE (Carnarvon, 
&c.) said, he wished to cal! attention to 
the Report published in January last 
in the Census of Wales, especially 
with reference to the language 
Return. In 1890 pressure was 
brought to bear upon the Government to 
introduce a new column into the Census 
Return in regard to language in Wales. 
The Conservative Government agreed to 
introduce such a column. Papers on the 
subject of language were distributed 
when the Census was taken, but the 
Welsh Members drew attention at the 
time to the fact that those papers were 
not properly distributed, that there were 
several parishes where no papers at all 
were distributed, and that in districts 
which were thoroughly well-known to 
be Welsh speaking the papers were 
printed in the English language, and the 
people were without proper instruction 
im their own tongue with regard to the 
method of filling up the Returns. The 
Registrar General’s' Report on the 
Returns contained a grave reflection upon 
the character of the Welsh people. ‘The 
Registrar General seemed to have formed 
& very strong view in regard to the 
language question. He appeared to have 
some preconceived opinion on the sub- 
ject, and seemed very much disturbed 
because that idea had been upset by the 
Returns, It was found that out of a 
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population of 9,500,000, 508,000 persons 
spoke Welsh exclusively, and had no 
practical knowledge of English. Com- 
menting upon this, the Registrar General 
said— 


“ The instruction seems clear enough. Never- 
theless, abundant evidence was received by us 
that it was either misunderstood or set at 
a large number of those Welshmen 


naught 
both languages, and that the word 


who s) 


‘Welsh’ was very often returned when the 
proper return would be ‘ both.’” 


No indication was given as to the nature 
of the Registrar General's “ abundant” 
evidence. The Registrar General went 
on to say that the Returns were abso- 
lutely unreliable, that a certain amount of 
suspicion attached to them, and that no 
weight whatever could be attached to the 
Returns made by the people themselves 
regarding the language they talked. This 
meant either that these people did not 
understand the Returns or the instruc- 
tions given with regard to them, or that 
they had made false Returns with regard 
to the language they habitually used. 
He need hardly say that that was a very 
grave allegation to make against'a whole 
people, and it ought not to have been 
published with the sanction of the Go- 
verument without some evidence of a 
more clear character than anything indi- 
eated in the Report. What was the 
ground on which the Registrar General 
came to this conclusion? He said that 
some householders returned their children 
as speaking the Welsh language, although 
they were only two years of age, anid 
because two cases of this kind were 
detected the Registrar General came to 
the conclusion that the whole of the 
Returns were false. The Registrar 
General went on to state that he made a 
test, and discovered that a number of 
infants were returned as Welsh speaking. 
The fact that he made such a test in- 
dicated a preconceived notion with regard 
to the Return. He would like to know 
whether a similar test was made with 
regard to infants of English-speaking 
householders. But the test in either case 
was unnecessary, for the Return con- 
tained an age column ; and, besides, as a 
matter of fact, the Registrar General com- 
pletely answered his own observations, 
because he stated further on that 
children of two years of age—infants, in 
fact—had been excluded from the Re- 
turns of language taken, yet, notwith- 


Cc 
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standing this, he made the strong state- 
meut of which he (Mr. Lloyd-George) 
complained. But what did the Registrar 
General expect householders todo? A 
householder who habitually spoke the 
Welsh language naturally thought the 
proper thing to do was to return his 
children as speaking the same language 
as himself. Was there anything in that 
circumstance to justify an important 
State official in casting this grave asper- 
sion on a whole people? This was a 
matter of some importance to the Welsh 
Members, who had been for years en- 
forcing upon the Governments of the day 
the necessity of appointing Welsh-speak- 
ing officials in the Principality —W elsh- 
speaking County Court Judges, In- 
spectors of collieries and quarries, and 
other officials who would have to listen to 
the complaints of those who only under- 
stood their own language. But after the 
Report of the Registrar General the 
Census Returns were absolutely useless 
as regards the number of people reported 
as speaking Welsh. It was found that 


after the Census Returns appeared there 
were 500,000 people who did not under- 
stand a word of English. 


The clergy 
took alarm, seeing that it affected the 
position of their Church. Circulars 
were sent round by the Bishops, and the 
clergy became amateur detectives as to 
how the Census Returns were filled up in 
Welsh-speaking districts, and one or two 
suspicious cases had been discovered. 
The Bishops communicated with the 
Registrar General, and this official in- 
corporated in his Report, which now 
appeared in the Blue Book, some suspi- 
cious evidence got up and cooked by a 
number of clergy for political purposes. 
Why was that evidence not produced, so 
that the House of Commons might sift 
and test it—a duty it was better qualified 
to perform than the Registrar General. 
He protested against anything of the 
kind. It was clear from the general tenour 
of the Report that the Registrar General 
had taken a strong view of this question. 
The Registrar General came to the con- 
elusion that the Welsh language was 
only spoken by a few mountaineers, and 
when he discovered from the Census 
Returns that his ideas were upset he 
was naturally very indignant, and instead 
of setting himself in an impartial frame of 
mind to sift the evidence, to go through 
the Returns and to arrange and collate 
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the facts, he set himself deliberately to 
prove that the whole of the Welsh people 
were liars. That was a very serious matter, 
He submitted to the President of the Local 
Government Board that it was nothing 
more nor less than an attempt to buttress 
up the theory which the Registrar General 
had of the Welsh language, for be had 
clearly come to the conclusion that: the 
Welsh-speaking inhabitants were very 
few aud were dying out. In the first 
place, the Registrar General printed an 
insignificant supply of forms in the 
Welsh language. He knew of a case 
where there were about 750 householders 
in a particular parish, It was an 
eminently Welsh-speaking district. He 
did not believe that there were 30 
English - speaking householders in the 
whole district, and yet to that district 
there had only been sent down 40 or 50 
Welsh forms. To another district, which 
was a purely Welsh-speaking one, the 
Registrar General sent only three or 
four forms which were printed in the 
Welsh language, and then he complained 
that the Welsh - speaking population 
seemed to have set the instructions at 
defiance, and forthwith issued a Blue 
Book stating that they either did not 
understand those instructions or had lied. 
He asked the right hon. Gentleman whe- 
ther he was prepared to defend such an 
aspersion cast upon a whole people upon 
strong partisan evidence which bad been 
got together simply for politieal pur- 
poses by the enemies of the Welsh- 
speaking populatioa, by meu who were 
simply fighting for their own emoluments 
there. Was the Registrar General pre 
pared to justify the conclusions of this 
Blue Book founded on the suggestions of 
the Bishop of St. Asaph and other 
political partisans? The conclusions 
were based on no evidence whatever. 
They were produced by a person who 
sat somewhere in an office in 
Whitehall. He knew nothing about 
the Principality, and had perhaps only 
visited it onee or twice in his lifé 
He wished to ask the right hon. Gentle 
man whether the evidence justified the 
inference of the Registrar Geueral, and, 
if not, whether a fresh Report could be 
issued on this subject by somebody who, 
with » more impartial frame of mind, or 
that one Englishman who could approach 
the question in a judicial frame of mi 

should be instructed to go through the 
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Returns so far as they affected the 
Principality of Wales, and produce some 
Return ov which Parliament could rely. 
He would also point out that there was 
no kind of Report at all upon such a 
matter as the decrease of the population 
jin the agricultural districts, or upon the 
occupations pursued by the people in 
different parts of the country, upon over- 
population and other matters. He would 
further point out that while there was a 
separate Report as to the Scoteh and 
Irish Census there was no separate Re- 
port with regard to the Welsh Census. 
Tn a case of this kind there ought to bea 
separate Return for the Principality. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 

“That Item A, Salaries, be reduced by £1,200, 
in rt of the Salary of the Registrar 
General.” —( Mr. Lloyd- George.) 

Tut PRESIDENT or true LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Suaw- 
Lerevre, Bradford, Central) said, he 
had had no notice that the hon. Member 
was going to raise this question. 

Mr, LLOYD-GEORGE said, he had 
told the Under Secretary to the Local 
Government Board that he intended to 
raise the question. 

*Mr. SHAW-LEFEVRE said, that 
until he came to the House he did not 
know that the hon, Member intended to 
raise thi. important question, and con- 
sequently he had had no opportunity of 
communicating with the Registrar 
General upon the subject, He had 
no information on the subject other than 
that which he could gather from the Re- 
port. He did not think, however. 
the hon. Member was justified in saying 
that the Registrar General had accused 
the Welsh people of having deliberately 
lied, or of haviug deliberately made false 
Returns, What he gathered from the 
Report was that the view of the Registrar 
General was that a certain number of 
Welsh people, being enthusiastic Welsh- 
men, had rather misunderstood the 
language of the Return, and bad conse- 
quently been rather inclined to magnify 
the number of persons who spoke Welsh. 
[Cries of “Oh !”] 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : What does 
that mean except making a deliberate 
false return ? 

*Mr. SHAW-LEFEVRE said, he did 
not think that it amounted to that. He 
thought the hov. Member had made the 
charge against the Registrar General on 
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too high ground, and was of opition that 
the Report did not justify the assertion 
that the Registrar General had accused 
the Welsh people of having deliberate 
intention to make false returns. That 
was his opinion. It would seem that 
children had been entered as speaking 
only Welsh when it was thought they 
ought not to have been entered at all. 
The paragraph did not, in his view, in- 
dicate that there had been any deliberate 
intention to make a false statement. All 
that was meant was that there had been 
a desire to increase unduly the numberof 
persous speaking Welsh only. Whether 
the Registrar General was justified or not 
in his observations he could not say. He 
could only take the Report as it was, and 
he hoped that there would be some future 
opportunity of making the matter clear. 

Sir F, S. POWELL (Wigan) said, 
he thought it was impossible to read the 
Census Report without feeling that somie 
of the Welsh parents were somewhat 
prophetical in their view as to the lan- 
guage to be spoken by their childref 
when they reached maturity. It ec 
curred to him that the Registrar General 
had made some remarks which were not 
necessary, and this: was often the case in 
Government Returns. He rose to con- 
demn in the strongest terms the language 
used by the hon. Member for Carnarvon 
respecting certain clergymen in Wales: 
He understood that the hon. Member 
aceused those clergymen of having en- 
deavoured to mislead officials, and, fur- 
ther, accused the Registrar General of 
being misled by correspondence whieli 
had taken place between him and the 
Bishops and clergy of Wales. That was 
a most grave accusation to bring against 
the clergy or ministers of any denomina- 
tion. [Mr. Liorp-Grorce: Hear, 
hear !] To aceuse the clergy of Wales, 
and particularly such a clergyman as the 
Bishop of St. Asaph, of havivg! wilfally 
made certain false returns was an extra- 
ordinary accusation, and one which ougbt 
not to have been made. 

Mr. LLOYL-GEORGE said, he did 
not make any statement.of the kind. 

Sir F. S. POWELL said, that if the 
accusation was withdrawn he had no 
more to say on that point. 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said, he did 
not withdraw the accusation, becanse no 
such accusation was made. He said the 
elergy had misled the Department, but he 
did not say they had done so wilfully, 
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Sir F. S. POWELL said, he did not 
see how any gentleman living in Wales 
and knowing the facts could make state- 
ments misleading the Department with- 
out being guilty of conduct that deserved 
the severest reprobation. 

Mr. LLUYD-GEORGE: But they 
do not know the facts. 

Sm F. S. POWELL said, they must 
have known the facts, because they were 
living on the spot, and he repudiated with 
scorn the allegation that these clergymen 
would endeavour to mislead a public 
official, With regard to the Bishop of 
St. Asaph, speaking as a friend of his, 
he declared there was no gentleman in 
Wales who was amore thorough Welsh- 
man or was more ardently attached to 
Wales than he was; and though a 
different opinion existed between the 
Bishop and hon. Gentlemen opposite, he 
was as much a Welshman as any one of 


them. 

Mr. REES DAVIES (Pembrokeshire) 
rose to a point of Order. Was the hon. 
Member in Order in speaking with 
respect to the nationality and character 
of the Bishop of St. Asaph on this 
Vote ? 

Tue CHAIRMAN said, he could not 
say that the hon. Baronet was out of Order. 

Sir F. S. POWELL said, his object 
was to defend the Bishop from the asper- 
sions which the hon. Member had cast 
upon him—[Mr. LLoyp-Grorce : Hear, 
hear!]— and he repeated they were 
absolutely and entirely undeserved. With 
regard to the question of a Quinquennial 
Census, he hoped the right hon. Gentle- 
man the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board would give them some 
assurance that he would consider the 
question of such a Census for the whole 
of the United Kingdom, giving certain 
facts relating to population which would 
be of great service. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Radnorshire) said, 
he thought the tendency of the Report was 
undoubtedly such as had been described. 
He was afraid he could not agree with 
the right hon. Gentleman in his version, 
or his assumption, that the Registrar 
Geveral did not impute motives. It 
looked from the whole Report as if there 
had been a deliberate intention to mini- 
mise the uumber of Welsh-speaking 
Welshmen in Wales. The Registrar 
General stated that the desire of many 
householders appeared to have been to 
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add to the number of Welsh monoglots 
and that parents had not only returned 
themselves as speaking Welsh, but also 
their children of a few days old. He did 
not think that was a very extraordinary 
thing for a Welshman to do. If a 
Frenchman resident in England had to 
make a return of his children’s nation- 
ality he would put them down as mono- 
glots, and iu this case he did not see that 
any grave charge could be made against 
the Welsh people. It must be borne in 
mind that the language of Welsh chil- 
dren at home was Welsh, the only time 
when they had an opportunity of ac- 
quiring English being when they were at 
school. Schoolmasters could now, how- 
ever, explain the lessons to Welsh chil- 
dren in the Welsh tongue, whereas 
formerly they were not allowed to do so, 
It seemed to him that this was a case 
which was not at all deserving of the 
censure which had been poured upon it 
by the Registrar General. Some of his 
hon. Friends had called attention to the 
necessity of providing proper Welsh 
Schedules in Welsh districts, and they 
had complained that proper Schedules 
had not been supplied. It had also 
been pointed out that in many cases 
the English forms supplied contained 
What was the 
That, so far 
from the Return making out that 
there were too many Welsh-speaking 
people in Wales, the fact was that 
the Return fell under the number, 
There were whole blocks of cottages 
which were left without Schedules, and it 
was in the cottages that the people spoke 
the Welsh language. It was a curious 
fact that while the Registrar General 
inquired very closely and carefully into 
the case of Welsh children who were put 
down as Welsh-speaking, he did not say 
anything in the Report of a condemna- 
tory character of the children put down 
in the Returns as English-speaking. He 
quite agreed that there had been a great 
use made of this Report to bolster up the 
claims of the Church Establishment. He 
did not accept the assumption that the 
Registrar General did not attempt to im- 
pute motives, and he did not think that 
official was well qualified to make such 
Report. He joined most cordially in the 
protest made by his hon. Friend, and he 
hoped this Report would not be allowed 
to remain as it was, but that something 


no language column. 
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would be done by the Government to 
give them an amended Report. 
*Mr. HERBERT LEWIS (Flint, &c.) 
said, that speaking from personal know- 
ledge he could bear testimony to the 
difficulty that occurred in making Re- 
turns at the time of the Census, His 
neighbours were in difficulties and came 
to him for assistance in filling up the 
Census Returns, saying they did not in 
the least know what the papers meant, 
and no Welsh forms were supplied to 
them. What took place in the district 
where he lived oceurred throughout 
Wales generally, and complaints were 
made in the House shortly afterwards of 
the manner in which, in taking the Census 


of 1891, the officials failed to fulfil their | 


obligations. In one district only 200 
Welsh Census papers were distributed, 
although it contained a Welsh-speaking 
population alone of 10,000. 

*Mr. HUMPHREYS-OWEN (Mont- 
gomeryshire) said, he could confirm every- 
thing that had been said as to the pain- 
ful feeling that had been excited in the 
Principality by the Registrar General's 
Report. In his own constituency, as in 
other Welsh constituencies, there was 
great confusion in sending round the 
Census papers, the consequence being 
that many of those who filled them up 
did so imperfectly and at haphazard. He 
fully associated himself with the conten- 
tion that there was animus in the Re- 
port. It was a painful thing to see 
highly-placed officials, whether in the 
State or the Church, allowing themselves 
to issue Reports of this kidd containing 
expressions which would naturally lead 
those who were not well acquainted with 
the facts to form erroneous conclusions 
as to the number of Welsh-speaking 
people in Wales. The fact that a man 
spoke English was no indication of his 
sympathies or the language he used in 
daily life. Men who could speak Eng- 
lish fairly well preferred to use Welsh in 
the ordinary affairs of life. ‘The inferences 
which would naturally be drawn from 
the Report were either that the Welsh 
language was dying out or that the use 
of English was increasing, both of which 
were erroneous. 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE regretted 
that the right hon. Gentleman could not 
see his way to give some kind of a satis- 
factory answer to the question raised, be- 
cause it would be necessary to press the 
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matter upon his attention a little fur- 
ther. The right hon. Gentleman had 
paraphrased and endeavoured to explain 
away the objectionable expressions in 
the Report, and no doubt if it had been 
the right hon, Gentleman’s own Report 
there would have been no occasion for 
these complaints. There was no com- 
plaint of the view of the right hon, 
Gentleman ; the complaint was of the 
Registrar General. The right hon. 
Gentleman said, in effect, that he did not 
know this question was going to be 
raised. He could assure the right hon, 
Gentleman that that was no fault of his 
(Mr. Lloyd-George’s). Several questions 
had been asked in the House on the sub- 
ject; it was then pretty plainly inti- 
mated that the question would be further 
discussed when opportunity offered, and 
he took the precaution to place a Motion 
ov the Paper for the reduction of the 
salary of the Registrar General, inform- 
ing the Parliamentary Under Secretary 
to the Local Government Board what 
his reason was for proposing such reduc- 
tion. It was not, therefore, their 
fault if the right hon. Gentleman was 
not posted up on this question, 
After what had been said, did not the 
right hon. Gentleman think there was a 
ease for some further Departmental in- 
vestigation? If he would promise an 
impartial inquiry into the matter by an 
official of his Department in whom he 
had confidence—and there were several 
who knew Welsh, and tbe circumstances 
of the Welsh people thoroughly—then 
the Debate would for the present close, 
but in the absence of such a promise it 
would be the duty of the Welsh Mem- 
bers to press the matter a little further, 
and to adduce further arguments to en- 
lighten and influence the right hon. Gen- 
tleman, since he seemed to know so very 
little about the subject, and had not been 
coached in it. With regard to what had 
fallen from the hon. Baronet opposite 
(Sir F. S. Powell), he could assure him 
that he did not intend to bring any charge 
against the clergy, or any ecclesiastical 
personage in Wales, of having wilfully 
misled the officials in this matter, What 


he did say was that he understood the 
Bishops in the Principality issued ciren- 
lars to their clergy, instructing them to 
make inquiries with regard to the Census 
Returns, and that the “abundant evi- 
dence” referred to by the Registrar 
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General in his Report was identical with 
the Returns made by the clergy to the 
Various Bishops. He did not accuse the 
Glergy of Wales of wilfully misleading 
the public or the Registrar General's 
Department on this question ; but he did 
Say ‘that, having taken a very strong 
view ‘of this question, knowing how 
mich it affected the.matter of the Estab- 
lishment in Wales, they naturally did not 
take a very judicial view in regard to the 
subject. He had asked in this House 
what ground there was for the inference 
of the Registrar General that there was 
“abundant evidence” that the Returns 
made by the Welsh people were not 
trustworthy, and the Minister replied 
that he did not know. In these cireum- 
stances, did not the President of the 
Local Government Board think it was a 
ease for a Departmental inquiry to ascer- 
tain what the “ abundant evidence ” was ? 
It might be that the Welsh people had 
misunderstood the instructions given in 
the Census papers ; and if they had not 
misunderstood them a very serious impu- 
tation was made upon their veracity. To 
state that they had made Returns about 
the language they spoke, which the 
Registrar General did not believe, was 
to give’ them the lie direct, and that was 
an imputation under which the Welsh 
people were not satisfied to rest. 

*Mr. SHAW-LEFEVRE did not think 
he could be expected to direct an inquiry 
by some independent person, but he would 
make inquiry himself, and would be pre- 
pared to make a statement at a future 
time. He would make special inquiries, 
and would communicate the result to the 
hén. Member publicly or privately. He 
could only now repeat he was persuaded 
the Registrar General never intended to 
make any such accusation as had been 
attributed to him. The utmost of which 
he complained was that there had been 
some exaggeration, and that some of the 
Welsh people had made returns that were 
not altogether to be relied upon. The 
only doubt he suggested was as to the 
number of those who could speak Welsh 
only. The Registrar General could not 
be ‘considered to have said that the 
Welsh people purposely made false 
Returns. 

*Mr. HERBERT LEWIS regretted 
exceedingly that inquiry could not be 
granted, because the Registrar General, 
while blaming the Welsh people, made 
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no reference whatever to the mistakes 
made by his Department in 1891—mis- 
takes which were admitted inthe House by 
Mr. Ritchie, who was at that time Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board, 
They could not possibly accept the offerof 
the right hon. Gentleman as adequate or 
sufficient, because the sources from which 
he would derive his information would be 
precisely those already utilised in pro- 
ducing this extraordinary Report. He 
hoped his hon. Friend would press the 
matter to a Division. 

Mr. EDWARDS said, it might be that 
the right hon. Gentleman, in his reading 
of the Report, considered that it did not 
impute motives, and that the Registrar 
General had no malicious motives in 
passing the figures he did, but everybody 
looking through the Report would not 
have the same kindly feelings towards 
the Registrar General as the right hon, 
Gentleman. The object of the Welsh 
Members was to secure that there should 
be some amended Report, some real 
official documentary evidence from whieh 
no false impression should go out as to 
the number of Welsh-speaking people in 
Wales. They felt this was a serious 
matter for them, and they desired to 
extract from the right hon. Gentleman a 
promise that there should be issued an 
official statement in a form from 
which no false impression could be de- 
rived, giving the facts free from assump- 
tions and infere.ces. 

*Me. HUMPHREYS-OWEN ex- 
pressed the greatest reluctance to oppose 
the Government on a Division, even by 
way of formal protest, but to that extent 
he must join with his hon. Friends, 
unless the right hon. Gentleman would 
go a little further than he had done. 
There were two points they had pressed 
on his attention—namely, the untrust- 
worthiness of the figures and the obvious 
animus of the Report. 

*Mr. SHAW-LEFEVRE said, he 
would take occasion at a future time to 
disclaim on the part of the Registrar 
General any such intention as had been 
imputed to him. He felt quite eertain, 
although some passages in the Report 
might seem to justify language which 
had been used, that the Registrar General 
never contemplated making such & 
charge. It was his intention to speak 
to the Registrar General on the 


subject in the utmost confidence that he 
, 
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would disclaim any such intention as had 
been imputed to him, and that he would 
give an explanation that would be per- 
fectly satisfactory to the hon. Member, 
so he hoped the matter would not be 

further, for he felt certain that 
after inquiry he would be able to relieve 
the minds of hon. Members. 

Mr. LLOY D-GEORGE inquired 
whether the right hon. Gentleman would 
make a further statement on the Report 
of Supply? It did not much matter 
what had been the intention or animus 
of the Registrar General ; the important 
question was whether the Returns could 
be relied upon or not, and, if they 
could not, whether the instructions 
given had been such as could be under- 
stood by the Welsh people. What 
they. wanted was a Report on this 
question upon which Parliament could 
rely, and which cou!d be quoted in future 
proceedings in that House. He wanted 
to know whether the right hon. Gentle- 
man would take steps to furnish the 
House with a proper Report on this 
question before the House met next 
Session ? 

*Mr.SHAW-LEFEVRE could not give 


any such undertaking, but he would com- 
municate with the Registrar General, and 
make a further statement on the whole 
subject on the Report stage. 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said that, 
under these circumstances, he would with- 
draw his Amendment. 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

Original Question again proposed. 

Dr. CLARK said, that for the work 
done under this Vote Scotland got 
£13,000, Ireland £157,000, and England 
£212,000. The population of Ireland 


and Scotland was about the same, but 


the difference in the grants to the two 
countries was very remarkable indeed, 
The reason was that a good deal of the 
cost of the work was thrown on the local 
rates in Scotland, while in Ireland and 
England it was paid for out of Imperial 
funds; which was another illustration of 
_ unfair treatment meted out to Scot- 
nd. 


Original Question put, and agreed to. 


2. £6,915, to complete the sum for 
Secretary of Scotland’s Office. 

*Mr. WEIR moved the reduction of 
the Vote by £50, with the view of getting 
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information from the Secretary for Scot- 
land on various matters. He considered 
the salary of £2,000 wholly inadequate for 
the services rendered by the right hon. 
Gentleman the Secretary for Scotland. 
It was less than half the salary paid to the 
Chief Secretary for Ireland, and exactly 
the same as that given to the Under 
Secretary for Ireland. He desired, how- 
ever, to complain that the right hon. 
Gentleman had failed to redeem the 
promises which he had frequently made 
during the last two years in regard to 
the Crofters Bill. 


THe CHAIRMAN: I wish the hon. 
Gentleman would speak louder. If he is 
referring to the Crofters Bill he is not 
in Order. 


*Mr. WEIR said, the right hon. 
Gentleman had failed to carry out 
the promises and pledges he had given, 
and he attributed that to the supposition 
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was too strong for him in the Cabinet, 
and that the right hon. Gentleman did 
not assert himself there as he ought to do. 
With regard to the Crofters Bill 


Tae CHAIRMAN: I have already 
pointed out that the hon. Gentleman is 
not in Order. The Secretary for Scot- 
land cannot be attacked on a matter of 
that kind, 

*Mr. WEIR said, he bowed to the 
ruling of the Chair; but he thought he 
had a right to call attention to the fact that 
the right hon. Gentleman had not given 
effect to the pledges he had made. How- 
ever, he would ask the right hon. Gentle- 
man for some information in reference to 
the Inspector of Constabulary for Seot- 
land. He wanted to know why this 
gentleman dated his Reports from his 
private residence in Ross-shire? He 
sympathised with the Inspector's 
heart being in the Highlands, but he 
would like to know if the £250 allowed 
the Inspector for travelling expenses in- 
cluded the expenses of his travelling toand 
from his private residence ? The Inspec- 
tor of Constabulary was one of the Jus- 
tices recently appointed by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ross-shire. He had to 
complain that the Inspector spent too 
much of his time in travelling between his 
private house aud Dingwall in attending 
Quarter Sessions. He would now proceed 
to refer to the charges of the Returning 
Officer in Ross-shire. 
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Tue CHAIRMAN: That matter 
does not come under this Vote. 

Dr. CLARK : On the point of Order. 
I wish to ask whether it is not the fact that 
though these charges fall on candidates, 
the control is in the hands of the Secre- 
tary for Scotland ? 

Tne CHAIRMAN: If the charges 
are paid by candidates the matter does 
not arise under this Vote. It does not 
amount to administration within the 
sense that the Secretary for Scotland is 
responsible for this particular matter. 

Dr. CLARK : Is he not responsible 
for the appointment ? 

*Tue CHAIRMAN : That may be so ; 
but he is not responsible for the conduct 
of the officer. 

Dr. CLARK : Oh, yes. 

Mr. WEIR : Is he not responsible for 
the conduct of the officer ? 

Tue CHAIRMAN: The officer acts 
under Statute, and the Secretary for 
Scotland is not responsible for that. 


*Mr. WEIR said, he must deal with the 
matter on another occasion. He hoped 
the right hon. Gentleman would secure 
from the Treasury the money for the 


construction of the Garve and Ullapool 
Railway. 

Mr. R. WALLACE (Edinbargh, E.) 
said, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
on Saturday compared the Secretary for 


Scotland to St. Sebastian. He did not 
think saintship was the strongest point 
in the variegated character of the Chan- 
eellor of the Exchequer, and certainly 
-he could not understand why the right 
hon. Gentleman selected St. Sebastian as 
a parallel to the Secretary for Seotland, 
because St. Sebastian was well known to 
have been a young and dutiful warrior 
who was with difficulty killed by 
Domitian in his early youth. The 
Secretary for Scotland, he was sure, 
would not be displeased at his saying 
that youth was neither his (Sir G. 
Trevelyan’s) strong point, nor his (Mr. 
Wallace’s); and as for militant pro- 
pensities, he did not know that he should 
be insulting the right hon. Gentleman 
were he to say that he was a lover of 
peace. But in this matter this saint 
would not have done, or abstained from 
doing, exactly what the right hon. Gen- 
tleman was doing in the connection with 
respect to which he wished to make a 
few remarks. He referred to the griev- 
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ances of the professional waiters in 
Edinburgh. 
was that they were very much handi- 
capped and otherwise ousted and put to 
a disadvantage in earning a living in 
their calling by the fact that the State 
paid subordinate officials in the Publie 
Departments of Edinburgh, and the 
macers of the Court ‘of Sessions, : mes- 
sengers of the Exchequer, and officials of 
the Register House, who had salaries 
of from £90 to £150 a year; were 
enabled, through this endowment, to 
undersell them in the waiting. market, 
Representations had been made to the 
right hon. Gentleman, which he held 
in his hand, but which he did not 
think he should be justified in reading 
to the House. 

Tur CHAIRMAN : I think not. 

Mr. R. WALLACE said, then he 
would hold them as read. These repre- 
sentations asserted that there was # cer- 
tain amount of irregularity and impro- 
priety in the management of the Scottish 
Departments in this matter. The allega- 
tion was that these officers were not 
allowed to engage in this extra Depart- 
mental activity except upon days which 
were reckoned out of their six weeks’ 
holiday ; but the allegations made 
to him by the Waiters’) Society 
were distinctly to the effect that. that 
was not true, but that ‘these officials 
were allowed to go out and employ 
themselves in waiting, and adding con- 
siderably to their incomes, and that their 
holidays were not to be curtailed, YW +t 
he wanted to press on the right hoo. 
Gentleman was whether he would ‘not 
once for all institute a thorough and 
searching inquiry into the matter. The 
right hon. Gentleman ought not to be 
satisfied with a mere Departmental reply. 
The Scottish Public Departments required 
to be taken by the throat, to put it in 
plain Scottish, and if the right hon, 
Gentleman would get the truth out of 
them, he must apply his fist to that 
portion of their constitution. The waiters 
of Edinburgh had noticed that the 
Government had yielded to the pressure 
of the eight bours movement. It was 
notorious that one of the reasons. put 
forward by the promoters of that move- 
ment was to provide employment for the 
unemployed. What the waiters of Edin- 
burgh not unnaturally said was that 
£1,500, which was pocketed by the 
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macers, Messengers, and other officials in 
the Public Departments in Edinburgh in 
working 14 and 15 hours a day, might 
wiuch better go to the relief of the un- 
employed section of their body. He 
understood that holidays were given to 
public servants in order that, after a 
temporary cessation of labour, they might 
eome back more invigorated for the per- 
formance of their public duties. But the 
moment one of these officials got a holi- 
day he proceeded to devote it to harder 
work than he was usually engaged upon. 
If he were to spend his holiday by 
romping up and down stairs with plates 
of meat and bottles in a heated atmo- 

re loaded with carbonie acid gas, he 
certainly would be rather unfitted for the 
discharge of his duties in the public 
jnterest.. These off-days given to the 
Edinburgh officials were scattered in 
doles throughout the year, and therefore 
were no good to the officials concerned, 
aud he submitted seriously that those 
holidays might very well be dispensed 
with, with advantage to the Treasury. 
He submitted, further, that it was against 
the interests of decorum and propriety 
that these officials should be employed in 


this way. He would take an extreme 


ease. The Lord Advocate would bear 
him out in saying that the Senators 
of the College of Justice were not 
only’ men who were solid, but were 
occasionally men of brilliant, parts. 
The right hon. Gentleman had known 
them as men of histrionic and literary 
capacities—people who wrote and sung 
their own songs with great delectation 
to their hearers. Suppose that some of 
these gentlemen ehose to go on the 
“boards.” He knew they would draw 
audiences every night, and that even 
upon two-thirds salaries they would add 
very considerably to their incomes. But 
was he to be told, if either Mr. Irving or 
Mr: Toole, or both of them, sent a re- 
monstranee to the Government, that the 
Government could say it was no matter 
of theirs—that if these gentlemen did 
not oceupy Court hours in this way there 
was no title to interfere? Yet that was 
what they said in regard to these sub- 
ordinate officials. He would make a 
condition that that sort of double activity 
should not be possible in those cases. 
Take the case of a macer. He was not a 
small official ; he was a dignified official. 


He had a salary, he wore a gown, and 
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ealled out “Silence in Court” every 
quarter of an hour in the College of 
Justice. Was it right that a person in 
that position should be found ranging 
over the whole country serving “hot 
and hot” between polished tin plates ? 
He thought that the conduct of these 
officials in connection with epicurean 
proceedings was not consistent with that 
dignity that suited the administration 
of justice, nor the propriety that 
was befitting the appropriation of 
the resources of the country. He 
would ask the attention of the Go- 
vernment to another matter—namely, the 
extraordinary coincidence between the 
private festivities of Scotch Societies and 
the Departmental slack time of its public 
officers. The explanation that was made 
by the Scoteh Departments was that they 
never gave a holiday to their officials 
except when there was a cessation or 
slacking of business in the Departments ; 
and that when they gave these holidays 
they never asked, and did not know, 
what the officials did in the holidays. 
Well, he did not doubt that. The De- 
partment said it, and it was his duty to 
believe the Department, and he performed 
that duty with the best grace that he 
could, But then a remarkable thing 
took place, and it was this: that, when- 
ever a great social function came off in 
Scotland, throughout the length and 
breadth of the country, by a most extra- 
ordinary coincidence, it became known in 
the Public Departments that on the very 
day when that social function was to 
take place there was also going to bea 
special cessation of public activity and of 
attention to publie business to such an 
extent that they were able to allow one- 
third, or even two-thirds, of their official 
staff to get their regularly-appointed and 
promised share of their annual holidays ; 
aud when the appointed day arrived, 
whether it were in Edinburgh, in Inver- 
ness, in Oban, in Dumfries, or in any of 
the other principal towns of Scotland, 
there were found some officials, he would 
say many officials, of the College of 
Justice, of the Exchequer, and of the 
Register House on the spot, busy inter- 
rogating the guests as to their partiality 
for thick soup and clear, or, at a later 
period of the evening, confidentially in- 
quiring whether they would have cham- 

ne or potatoes. He must say, for 
himself, that these coincidences had 
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occasioned him, as he had no doubt they 
had oceasioned the Secretary for Scot- 
land, many difficult moments. He was 
not able to explain this, except by a 
reference to the doctrine of the pre-esta- 
blished harmony which the great philo- 
sopher Leibnitz employed to explain the 
connection of mind and body. When it 
was willed that a hand should rise, as that 
great man said, the thing took place asa 
matter of course, not as the result of 
cause and effect, but because the mind 
and body were like two clocks which had 
-been wound up to strike continually at 
one point together. That was the only 
way in which he had. been able to ex- 
plain the continual, the most remarkable, 
he might say the mysterious, the almost 
miraculous and marvellous synchronism 
that subsisted in Scotland between the 
private festivities of Scotch Societies and 
the slack time of its public departments. 
ile commended that matter to the Scotch 
Department, and he thought that some 
of the spare hours and some of the spare 
energy of Dover House might very well 
be applied to working. out that problem 
with advantages which were not always 
found to emanate from that very leisured 


and “ lotophagous ” institution. 


Str G. TREVELYAN said, that a 
threatened man did wisely when he asked 


no questions. The storm had fallen, and 
he must say he had enjoyed it as much 
as anyone in the Honse, because everyone 
must consider that he had had a treat during 
the last few minutes, The three English 
Inspectors of Constabulary got each 
£750 to £850, and that was the salary of 
the Inspector of Constabulary in Scot- 
land. He (Sir G. Trevelyan) did not 
think that, compared with the salaries 
paid to Chief Constables, Inspectors of 
Constabulary in Scotland should! have one 
penny less. If there was any difficulty 
arising in the discharge of the duties of 
this official, through his living in Ross- 
shire instead of Edinburgh, or Glasgow, 
or wherever hon. Members might think 
he ought to live, the question must be 
reconsidered ; but if the Inspector of Con- 
stabulary discharged his duties with great 
assiduity and completeness, they ought 
not to interfere wherever he chose to 
reside. The travelling allowance of 
£250 did not appear to be at all exces- 
sive. He was not responsible for the 
conduct of the Returning Officers, though 


Mr. R. Wallace 
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he would always be glad to answer quee 
tions on any subject which the hos, 
Member might put to him. The Inspec. 
tor of Constabulary had been appointeds 
Justice of the Peace, and had taken part 
in several decisions. He had repro 
sented to the official that that was nota 
wise course, and he had since then de 
sisted. On the question of the waiters, 
the question was not one confined 
Edinburgh, but the general conclusion to 
which the Government had eome was 
that they should insist that their employés 
should undertake no offices that were it- 
compatible with their giving to the per 
formance of their official work the whole 
of their official time. In the case of 
Directorships of Companies—a class of 
business in which he hoped not. only 
public servants but people of every 
degree were very cautious before they em- 
barked—the Government did not approve 
and would not allow employes of its own 
to take Directorships which would take 
them away from the public offices during 
even five minutes of the time when 
public business was done ; but they did 
not inquire what they were doing out of 
hours, and some very prominent public 
servants have been known to spend their 
time in literary labour. With regard to 
the waiting at night, there was, 20 
special irregularity. In the English publie 
offices the messengers were allowed 
wait at night—indeed, a very great pum- 
ber of them were well suited for that 
pose from the character of their calli 
before they took the office of messengers. 
The matter was open to abuse as regarded 
waiting during the day, and he had not 
been satisfied with taking the reply of 
the Departments, but had written a letter 
requesting that the superintendent of the 
messengers should be informed that care 
must be taken in future to prevent avy 
irregularities. He would consult with the 
Treasury, to see whether some ge 
rule might not be made that messengers, 
like other people, should take their boli- 
days in one succession of days, or, at any 
rate, in two long holidays in the cours 
of the year, and that no special. single 
holiday should be given if there was the 
least suspicion that these holidays were 
for the purpose of waiting. He 

lay down Rules which would prevent auy 
such abuse in the future, and he w 
siguify to the heads of these De 

that a holiday must never be given! to 
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enable a man to do any work outside his 
office. 

Dr. CLARK hoped that the official 
resident in Ross-shire, to whom reference 
had been made, would take the hint as 
to his action in small local matters in 
the County of Ross. He (Dr. Clark) 
spoke on a former occasion very strongly 
indeed as to the remarks of the Assistant 
Secretary, but he had had more accurate 
information since, and he regretted he 
had spoken so strongly, but still he 
thought some of the statements were in- 
accurate. He regretted that while law 
and order ran in Ireland, it did not do so 
in the Highlands, and that they refused 
to allow the aid of the forces of the 
Crown to carry out unjust work. He 
did not think they ought to be in that 
position. The Airdens case was one 
where the law was unjust, and he would 
rather have an unjust law ‘put in force 
vecasionally, because they would get up 
pablic steam to have it repealed. He 
hoped, however, that the trustees of 
estates who were compelled to curry out 
the law would not be made responsible 
for not having done their duty. 


Vote agreed to. 


3. Motion made, and Question pro- 
posed, 

“That a sum, not exceeding £16,739, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
hecessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March, 1895, for the Salaries and 
Expenses of the Fishery Board in Scotland and 
for Grants in Aid of Piers or Quays.” 


*Mr. BUCHANAN alluded to the great 
loss which the Board had sustained by the 
death of its Chairman. Those who knew 
Mr. Esslemont knew that the Public Ser- 
vice had lost in him a most able, energetic, 
and capable man. One of the subjects 
to which he (Mr. Buchanan) wished to 
call attention was that on which he put 
a question earlier in the day. Everyone 
on the coast was aware that the griev- 
ance connected with trawling continued 
to exist. He had a budget of letters on 
the subject in his possession. He would 
not occupy time by quoting any of these 
communications, but he proposed to quote 
one authority, A case had been brought 
under the consideration of the House 
during the present Session by the Mem- 
ber for Orkney with regard to a prose- 
cution for breach of Trawling Regula- 
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tions. The case fell through from what 
he thought a miscarriage of justice, but 
the Sheriff, referring to the extent to 
which illegal trawling was carried on 
along the shores of Orkney, said— 

“IT believe it has already been shown on this 
coast, that they systematically trawl at night 
without lights, and I think that more than once 
the scene of their operations has been so chosen 
as to be a source of considerable danger to 


passing ships.” 

That was the evidence of a person who 
was perfectly unbiased on the subject. 
He (Mr. Buchanan) wished to refer to 
the existing Regulations. There had 
been constant complaints year after year 
as to the inadequacy of the sea police, 
and these complaints were repea 

in the Report of the Board for the 
present year. The Secretary for Scot- 
land had given the Fishery Board a new 
cruiser on the west coast ; but on the east 
coast, where the fisheries constituted 
more than two-thirds of the whole of the 
Seotch fisheries, the only vessel available 
was the Jackal, and she was practically 
restricted to service within the Moray 
Firth. For carrying out the Regula- 
tions along the rest of the east coast 
the Board had no cruiser. He strongly 
urged the Secretary for Scotland to 
carry out the recommendation of the 
Committee which sat last year, and of 
every one who had considered the subject, 
that an efficient police independent of the 
Navy should be placed under the control 
of the Fishery Board, so that they should 
be able to see that their Regulations were 
earried out. This duty was thrust upon the 
Admiralty, and that Department would 
be glad to be relieved of it. An efficient 
marine police independent of the Admi- 
ralty should be given to the Fishery 
Board. The Select Committee of last 
year considered the subject of trawling, 
and recommended that steps should be 
taken to extend the territorial limit for 
fishing purposes along the coast, and that 
there should be an International agree- 
ment come to with other Powers sanction- 
ing the extension. The Government, 
however, had not taken any steps to 
ascertain whether the Powers interested 
in the fishing in the North Sea would be 
disposed to consider this question. The 
principal objection on the subject was 
that France was jealous and disinclined 
to come to any agreement with us. The 
Institute of International Law held its 
last meeting in Paris in April, and passed 
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a resolution, moved by one of the mem- 
bers representing France, unanimously 
recommending that for fishing purposes 
the territorial limit should be extended 
from three to six miles. That showed 
that there was a strong preponderating 
opinion among jurists in France as else- 
where in favour of this change for ex- 
tending jurisdiction. He trusted that the 
question would not be lost sight of by 
the Government. Another point was 
one relating to expenditure. As men- 
tioned at page 120 of the Report, the 
Fishery Board had paid a large sum to 
the Post Office as guarantee for certain 
telegraph offices at fishing stations, 
Considering the limited resources of the 
Fishery Board, it was hardly fair that 
that practice of one Department paying 
over to another should continue. Surely 
the Post Office out of the large revenues 
at its disposal, particularly from the large 
fishing ports, might forego those charges, 
and he hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
would strongly urge on the Post Office 
Authorities the adoption of that course. 
Then he wished to call attention to the 
want of fishery harbours round the coast 
of Scotland. Ten years ago a Committee 
made certain recommendations on the 
subject, but no steps had been taken to 
carry them out. Powers had been given 
recently to the Fishery Board, by au Act 
passed by himself, by which the Board 
could use its harbour grant as a security 
on which to borrow money. So far so 
good, but the sum placed at their disposal 
was quite inadequate for embarking on 
a general scheme for building fishery 
harbours round the Scotch coast. He, of 
course, recognised that for their con- 
struction it was necessary that contri- 
butions should be made from local 
as well as from Imperial sources. They 
had some reason to complain of the atti- 
tude of the Government, during the pass- 
ing of the Local Government Act, 
in reference to an Amendment proposed 
by the Member for Orkney, by which 
County Councils or districts might pledge 
their rates for harbour purposes as burghs 
were able to do. That subject was not 
taken up by the Government as it should 
have been. It would be of the greatest 
advantage to the whole coast of Scotland 
if some general scheme for fishery har- 
bour construction were introduced and 
passed by the Government. He was not 
merely proposing additional grants-in-aid 
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for harbour construction, but that they 
should be constructed according to 9 
definite and well-thought-out plan, 
What was wanted was that an adequate 
sum should be advanced so that thosg 
who were responsible in these matters 
might know how far a geueral scheme 
could be carried out during the next 10 
or 15 years for the construction of fish- 
ing harbours where required for the 
benefit of the fishing population round 
the coast of Scotland. 

*Sir W. WEDDERBURN (Banft- 
shire) joined in the exggessions of regret 
at the loss they had sustained in the 
death of Mr. Esslemont. He was uni- 
versally valued and respected. The ap- 
pointment to the Chairmanship of the 
Fishery Board was a matter of great im- 
portance to the fishing industry of Seot- 
land, and he trusted, therefore, that hig 
right hon. Friend, in filling up the 
vacancy, would as far as possible consult 
the wishes of the practical men engaged 
in it, and endeavour to obtain the ser 
vices of someone experienced in all 
branches of the industry which he bad to 
superintend, and the prosperity of which 
depended upon his efforts. As regarded 
the construction of harbours of refuge, 
particularly in the Moray Firth, he 
thanked the right hon. Gentleman for the 
sympathetic way in which he had 
received the suggestions made to him, 
That was absolutely necessary for the 
protection of the fishing fleet against 
north-east storms. The question was oné 
of life and death to the fishermen, and he 
trusted, therefore, that the Secretary for 
Scotland would press the matter on the 
Treasury until a ,rant for this purpose 
was made. Three thousand pounds for 
fishery harbours for the whole coast 
of Scotland was a ridiculous sum, 
and the least that should be done 
was to double it. Speaking for his 
own constituency, he entirely agreed with 
what had been said about increasing the 
limit of jurisdiction to six miles, and 
until that was done trawlers would be 
able to continue prowling round our 
coasts. He would point out also with 
regard to the sum paid to the 
Post Office that the amount was larger 
than stated—more like £1,500, he 
thought. It was not desirable that 
so large a proportion of the Fishery 
Board’s small resources should be devoted 
to subsidising the rich Post Office and 
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Telegraph Department. Further, he 
wished to ask the right hon. Gentleman 
whether he could give the Members for 
Scotland any assurance as to when the 
Fishery Bill would be again brought 
forward ? 


Mr. GOURLEY (Sunderland) said, 
more efficient steps should be taken for 
marine police purposes. The tendency 
was not to iucrease the number of sailing 
vessels, but of steamers. Referring to 
asum set down in the Estimates for a 
new cruiser and tender for the purposes 
of marine police on the coast of Scotland, 
he suggested that the expenditure might 
be avoided by the Admiralty utilising for 
the work, as was done on the English 
coasts, some of the many spare gunboats 
they had at their disposal. He also 
thought the three-mile limit might be 
advantageously extended. 


Mr. CROMBIE (Kincardineshire) said, 
that the trawling difficulty was by no 
means an easy one to deal with. For 
his own part, he believed that until the 
fall responsibility for illegal trawling was 
placed on the masters of vessels, the 
Board or the Government would never 
be able to deal effectually with it. The 
sum provided for the work to be done by 
the Fishery Board was much too small, 
and what had been spent had been to a 
great extent frittered away. The money 
granted, if not sufficient for all purposes, 
should be spent on those harbours which 
benefited the largest number of people 
along the coast. 


*Mr. WEIR, in reference to the 
alleged ravages by trawlers on the 
West Coast of Scotland, reminded the 
Government of an assurance which he 
received last Session, that the speed of 
the new cruiser should be equal to 
catching any trawler around the Island 
of Lewis. Notwithstanding that assur- 
ance, it was now found that the Govern- 
ment had employed a 10-kuot cruiser to 
catch trawlers possessing a speed of 12 
or13 knots, ‘T'wo of the trawlers had 

two days working day and night 

in Loch Roag, where they had com- 
pletely ruined the fishery, vo gunboat 
ing within hundreds of miles. The 


same thing had occurred in many other 
places round the Western Islands. He 
was surprised at the small expenditure 


on this vessel. She was very well for 
fine weather, but not for stormy seas. 
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She was staunchly built, and had a 
good captain and crew. Still, it was no 
use whatever sending a 10-kuot vessel 
to catch 13-knot trawlers. What 
chance could she have agaivst them ? 
He had been assured that the speed of 
the new cruiser would be sufficient to 
capture any trawler, The new cruiser 
did not fulfil that condition. He quite 
agreed with the Member for Sunderland 
that they should have gunboats, but why 
not send a torpedo boat if they could 
not send gunboats? It was the 
duty of the Admiralty to see that, the 
industry was protected. It could not 
possibly be protected by the means 
placed at the disposal of the right hon. 
Gentleman. The Jackal spent most of 
her time in Invergordon Harbour, aud 
the officers were at every garden party, 
fete, aud amusement in the  neigh- 
bourhood. ‘The Jackal ought to be out 
at sea doing her work, instead of being 
always in harbour, The commander of 
the Jackal had two masters, the 
Adwiralty and the Fishery Board, and 
everybody knew what happened to those 
who sought to serve two masters. The 
Jackal should be put under the control 
of the Fishery Board absolutely, At 
many places besides Loch Roag_ the 
fishermen were simply ruived. The 
living of the line fishermen was taken 
from them, and how they were to exist 
next winter he could not conceive. He 
feared there might be trouble in the North. 
He was avxious that this should be 
avoided, and that gunboats should he seut 
to protect the fishing-grounds. The 
Secretary for Scotland recently told him 
that the, people should act as their own 
sea police. But how could they report 
trawlers which came along at night, or 
how could a fishing boat chase a steam 
trawler? The people of Lewis had 
decided to act on that advice. They, 
however, needed one thing to effectually 
settle the whole question. If the right 
hon. Gentleman had arranged with the 
War Office and the Admiralty to supply 
the people with Maxim guns and ammuni- 
tion, and had given them full license to use 
those guns and to send to the bottom of 
the sea any and every trawler found 
within the three mile limit around the 
Island of Lewis, he would warrant that 
the Lews men would not be troubled any 
further with trawlers. When these men 
were about to protect their own interests, 
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as suggested, the gunboat Forhound was 
sent to watch them. So far as he 
could ascertain, she was 33 days in 
harbour, and nine days out of harbour, 
and a precious little way out of the 
harbour she went. In drawing the 
attention of the Secretary to the 
Admiralty to the fact that she only went 
eight knots an hour, he inquired whe- 
ther she had fired a single shot. The 
answer was that as no trawler had been 
seen or heard of, it would be ‘difficult to 
fire a shot at them. He agreed with 
that. But why did the Forhound not 
go out to look after the trawlers : 
how could the Foxhound see trawlers 35 
miles off on the other side of the 
Island? He hoped answers of this 
frivolous character would not be given 
in future. On another occasion he asked 
how the commanderof the Forhound when 
lying at Stornoway could tell what was 

oing on 35 miles off at the other side 
of the Island? The answer was that the 
information came from the Sheriff Sub- 
stitute. But how did he know what was 
going on 35 miles off? The Fishery 
Board officer was the man who should 
receive this information. When he drew 
attention to the facet that there was no 
fishery officer there, he was told the 
officer was required in Orkney and 
Shetland. Why was there not an officer 
keptin the important fishing district of the 
Island of Lewis? It would not mean much 
extra cost, as these officers only received 
£80 or £100 a year. How did the right 
hon. Gentleman expect to get information 
regarding trawlers around the Island of 
Lewis? Did he expect him (Mr. Weir) 
to go down and get it when the Whip was 
trying to keep every man he could at his 
post here? How could the right hon. 
Gentleman expect so faithful a follower 
as himself to desert him ? He had not 
paired ; it was so much nobler to remain 
here aud support the Government from 
whom they hoped to obtain something. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said the 
other day—* Abandon hope all ye who 
enter here” after the middle of August. 
Until this afternoon he had had a little 
hope that the Secretary for Scotland would 
have sent him off to the North rejoicing, 
but he would now go up to Scotland hope- 
less, and sad at heart. He was very much 
surprised that the Government had treat« d 
this matter with such absolute indiffer- 
ence. This little five-thousand pound 


Mr. Weir 


{COMMONS} 





Se., Estimates. 6) 


cruiser was hot enough. A swift gunboat 
should be sent ont to scare away the 
Sassenach marauders. He wanted to 
know why there were not more penalties 
inflicted upon the trawlers? It wouldh 
better to send up a gunboat and one or 
two Maxim guns and settle the whole 
question, The Jackal was not absolutely 
at the disposal of the Board, and he 
thought she ought to be. Noman could 
serve two masters. : 

*Tue CHAIRMAN : The hon. Gentle 
man has said that over and over again, 
and I draw the attention of the Committee 
to the repetition. 

Mr. WEIR said, he should refer t 
the latter part of a letter of the late 
Chairman of the Fishery Board. He 
said— 

“T may add that I am of opinion that the sea 
police of the Scotch coast never can be satisfac 
tory unless a sufficient force could be placed 
entirely under the control of the Fishery Board,” 


Mr. Henniker Heaton rose in his 
place, and claimed to move, “ That the 
Question be now put ;” but the Chairman 
withheld his assent, and declined then to 
put that Question. 


Debate resumed. 


*Mr. WEIR urged Parliament to 
give the Fishery Board entire responsi- 
bility, with suitable cruisers. He sup 
ported very heartily the desire of com- 
munities who had appealed for harbours. 
He had himself appealed for harbours, 
and had appealed in vain, A dozep 
harbours were wanted in his con 
stituency. He had many times called 
the attention of the Seeretary for Se 
iand to Portmahomach Harbour, and 
sincerely hoped something would be done 
to put the harbour in a better condition. 
He would draw attention to other har- 
bours on another Vote. 

Dr. CLARK (Caithness) said, the 
question of trawling was a very important 
matter to the fishermen in the North of 
Scotland, and he wanted to impress on 
the Committee the necessity for some 
thing being done in reference to it 
They had a large number of fishermen 
who depended for a living upon the 
fishing industry, and the fishing industry 
and the fish supply was a very im- 
portant industry indeed in Scotland. 
Unfortunately, these men were having 
their living destroyed, and this souree 
of food was being destroyed. Acts of 
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Parliament had been passed for the pur- 

of preventing it; but they bad not 
been carried out, and the money of this 
Vote of £5,000 for a new cruiser would 
not be adequate for the work required to 
be done. A large number of English 
steam trawlers had on the East Coast of 

nd almost entirely destroyed the 
very valuable fishing beds there. They 
had goue to Ireland and done the same 
thing. Now they were going round the 
whole of Scotland, because it was the 
ouly place left to them except the Bay 
of Bisea y. There were laws to prevent 
them trawling within the three miles’ 
limit, but the sea police was altogether 
insufficient, and so the trawling was 
going on. The trawlers were destroying 
the lines of the line fishermen and the 
nets of the drift fishermen, and were 
greatly injuring the herring fishing. It 
was ridiculous to expect that an eight- 
knot cruiser like the Jackal could do 
anything against boats steaming 12 and 
13 knots. As the result of the Select 
Committee that sat last Session it was 
proposed that £5,000 should be spent on 
a new cruiser, and the Fishery Board, 
which was dependent upon the Admiralty 


for gunboats and failed to keep the sea 
police, were going to have a number of 


beats themselves. The local Fishery 
Boards in England bad got small boats 
of this kind, and probably the best 
method of dealing with these trawlers 
would be to have boats of the same type 
as trawlers which could go up to 14 
knots, and should be similar in appear- 
auce to trawlers, Torpedo boats would 
be very much better, aud he considered 
the Admiralty were not doing their duty. 
If they sent torpedo boats and fast gun- 
boats it would be splendid work for that 
branch of the fleet. It would be useful 
for them, because a great deal of this 
illegal trawling was done at night. The 
sea police was utterly inefficient, and the 
work of destruction of Scotch fishery 
beds was going on, and Seotch fisher- 
men were having their lines and nets 
destroyed. ‘There was a vessel that had 
committed a crime, and because, forsooth, 
it had left Scotland and gone to Milford 
Haven, the Public Prosecutor would not 
take the trouble of having these people 
summoued and fined, as the Act directed. 
This was a condition of things which 
ought not to exist. If an English fishing 
boat went into Seotch waters and broke 
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Scotch laws, when it went back to Eng- 
land they ought to know of some remedy, 
and the captain ought to be summoned 
before the Scotch Court and fined. He 
did not blame the Secretary for Scotland 
or the Fishery Board, but he did think 
the Lord Advocate should see to it, or the 
Procurator Fiscal should give bis opivion 
of the cases, Surely he ought to see that 
wherever they go the law follows them, 
and they are brought to book for their 
illegal actions. If they were only going 
to spend £5,000 that would be only con- 
tinuing the existing condition of things. 
If they were to have new boats they would 
require £20,000 at least, and £5,000 in 
expenses alone, He hoped the Admi- 
ralty and the Scottish Office would come 
to terms, so that a number of swift boats 
would be placed at the disposal of the 
Fishery Board until the question was 
ended. The people were not going to 
have their fishing beds destroyed by 
English trawlers; and if they were 
not going to have legal protection, 
then they would resort to illegal pro- 
tection, and defend their rights them- 
selves, About £5,700 was spent in bar- 
bours. He very much preferred to give the 
people the right of raising the money 
themselves, and let them get it on the 
security of their votes, in which ease the 
harbours would be built in a reasonable 
fashion, and aceording to the wants of 
the community, instead of in the waste- 
ful way that obtained when the money 
came from the Imperial Treasury, Lf 
they were coming to the question of 
stopping these grants he would certainly 
vote with the English Members who de- 
sired that they should cease. He had no 
objection to the grant of £3,000 under 
the provision of 6th Geo. LV. if they 
could get back their surplus grant sums. 
They had to pay £1,500 a year for 
telegraphic expenses, so that the Govern- 
ment bad it all back again, inasmuch as 
the Telegraphic Department wanted 
security, and a sum of money had to be 
paid down, Last year there was about 
£700 taken on this head, but the Scoteh 
Fishery Board did uot get the balance. 
So far as the £3,000 was concerned, it 
was their own mouey, and Scotland had 
no preference over England, Ireland, or 
Wales in that respect. 

Sir G. TREVELYAN said, that hon. 
Members for England who had listened 
to the. hon. Member for Ross-shire must 
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not cousider that that county was, after 
all, so badly used. There were at this 
moment being constructed in the Island 
of Lewis one harbour costing £16,500, 
and another costing £2,000. Besides, 
there were nine other harbours in the 
constituency of the hon. Member which 
were either in the course of construction 
or very soon to be taken in hand. Com- 
pared with any other county in Scotland 
or in England or Wales, it could not be said 
_ that Ross-shire was badly off. The most 
, important matter in regard to harbours 
which had been raised was the question 
of the disposal of the £3,000. An hon. 
Friend had done himself great credit by 
carrying a Bill through the House by 
which that sum of money could be capi- 
talised, which made it necessary for close 
consideration on the part of the Fishery 
Board, the Secretary for Scotland, and 
the Scottish Members themselves, be- 
cause instead of giving £3,000 a year, 
they should have something like 
£100,000 at once. It was important 
that his hon. Friends interested in the 
question should agree upon some harbour 
or harbours, for it would never do to take 
the first suggestion, and perhaps spend 
the greater part of this money on one 
work instead of spreading it over. The 
Scottish Office would regard with real 
gratitude any combined scheme on the 

of the Scottish Members end the 
Scottish Local Bodies, naming some one 
or two harbours on which this large sum 
might be expended. As to the amount 
paid out of the brand fees for telegraphic 
extension, these were very likely tele- 
graphic services which would not have 
been obtained at all if someone had not 
guaranteed them. But most of the time 
of hon. Members had been taken up by 
discoursing about the prevention of 
trawling, and English Members might 
imagine that Scotland had specially bad 
usage. So far as that went, however, 
Scotland had two vessels placed at her 
disposal out of the Treasury funds. But 
she had besides, during the summer fish- 
ing, three of these Admiralty gunboats 
for the protection of her fishing and, in- 
eidentally, the suppression of trawling. 
In the case of one of these, they 
had had in Shetland a_ particularly 
brilliant capture of a trawler, which 
‘guve the Government the idea that 
if even they had to go and cut out 
privateers, they had officers who could 
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not only show courage but craft. It wik 
all very well to run down’ the speed 6f 
these Government vessels, but the fact 
remained that within the last six weel 
or two months no fewer than four 
trawlers had been captured by them, 
These vessels could not be everywher 
at once; but he had not the slightest 
doubt that with these two vessels at the 
disposal of the Fishery Board—he had 
decided that the time of the Jackal should 
not be spent in scientific ex periments, but 
in the protection of the fisheries—Scot- 
land was, at any rate, better off than an 
other part of the coast. His hon. Frien 
the Member for Banffshire (Sir W. 
Wedderburn) had expressed the hope 
that in any future Sea Fisheries Bill for 
Scotland the expenditure would be put 
upon the rates. He was very much ih 
agreement with his hon. Friend, but it 
was difficult to persuade the people of 
Scotland generally upon that point. vs 
for himself, he would not recommend ai 
Minister for Scotland to introduce such a 
Bill ina hurry. Such @ proposal miglit 
be acceptable in the constituency of his 
hon. Friend, but it would not be accept 
able to the majority of the Scottish Mem- 
bers. But he earnestly hoped that in ut 
course of the next three or four mon 
Scotland would come to some determina- 
tion as to what method of fishery proteé- 
tion it wanted ; but he could not agrée 
that the opinion of the Scottish Mem- 
bers was unanimous on the question of 
placing that protection on the ratés. He 
hoped, however, the question’ was not 
insoluble. He submitted that in the 
main the Government had done right ia 
this matter, and he thought they and the 
Fishery Board deserved credit for having 
made a new departure, instead of being 
open in any serious sense to criticism. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said, he had 
no objection to the action of the Gover 
ment in supplying cruisers for ‘the pre 
tection of the Scottish fisheries, but he 
thought they might recognise the claims 
of other places as well. With regard 
the grant, it ought to have been made 
the interests of the country generally and 
uot merely for the improvement of Seoteh 
harbours. 


Question put, and agreed to. 





si 2 


Sb EER 


Bea 


= 


S “BSS SRE TIPE Rae Fs FaeFot ss SPSS RS FE Se si skise Shes Fe 


65 Supply—Civil Services, {20 Avavst 1894} Se., Estimates, 66 


4. £87,081, to complete the sum for girl bad had adispute with some of her 
Local Goveroment Board, Ireland. anlenvourn and had a au accusation 
Mr. MACARTNEY called attention So yey steer 
aia rue was eae cee ne be been engendered amougst the friends and 
years ago and lived in Glasgow for = an af —_ oe. -— > e gin 
~ . : als pb attac y three or 

Cite 'Ghavw tual be <iaedi eats four men who tried to throw her over a 
Glasgow. He ultimately became charge- om nn ran ng pened agente noes 
Donegal Union on the growad shat, as | kt0ws character in the neighbourhood. 
he had lost his settlement, his birth There had daring this spring eud erage! 
settlement revived. This birth settle- been.a series. of brueel aseaulta is this 
ment was a mere figment of the imagina- nsighhournoed. atising ont... ot .pelunts 
dls ‘sail “wes nok catbbtisnell UF cay Act quarrels, and these assaults were believed 
oe ? oe he * | to have increased from the fact that those 


te Pivgaed me coed weinangr, 4 id who had been guilty of them had received 
be glad to hear what the Chief Secretary | ** the local Petty Sessions punishments 
8 Y | which were not at all commensurate 


had to say in the matter. . with the offences. He would ask the 
Mr. J. MORLEY said, he was not) right hon. Gentleman whether he was 
ning that oe ppm rn ee still of opinion that there was no ground 
ar fegpmaple neg ingen elf ran hep op irr fig 
’ } irl was distur the attack / e 
Trish Unions had a serious grievance. ee case he aero refer to was con- 
He had looked into the matter, and he | pected with Colonel O’Callaghan’s estate. 
found that legislation would be the most | Oy the 30th of July be had asked the 
satisfactory method of dealing with it. | right hon, Gentleman a question with 
He should consult with his right hon. | regard to a placard headed “ Vengeance,” 
Friend near him (the Secretary for | which had been extensively posted in the 
Scotland), with the view of arriving at | neighbourhood of Colonel O’Callaghan’s 
an equitable settlement of what was an | residence. The reply was that ample 
undeniable grievance. | police protection had been given to 
Mr. MACARTNEY said, he was | Colonel O'Callaghan, and that no harm 


very much obliged to the right hon. Gen- | had been done by the posting of the pla- 
tleman for his statement. ,card, As a matter of fact, however, 


‘ | Colonel O'Callaghan had not been able 
Vote agreed to. | to sell his meadowing, which he had been 
Crass III accustomed to sell, and he had been boy- 
5. £37,641. to com Lie is gees’ tee | cotted in Smithfield Market. All his 
Law Char es and Criminal Piidddlatione | Cites, Mnanreney a) :Anfermation. tall: diss 
Ireland g . "+ to believe that the attacks on Colonel 
are O'Callaghan had followed the speeches 
Mr. MACARTNEY said, he wished | made by one of the Members for Clare 
on this Vote to call attention to several | at Bodyke on the 8th of July. On the 
matters. The first was the case of Katie itn al dar pr oe rats a . = 
Wal : neighbour. threatening Wi ea 
Mi mo ha brn atackodin' ve | apap we, tot slowing tom 
>. ‘ Colonel O'Callaghan. On the 22nd of 
stated to have given way in consequence | July the placard headed “ Vengeance” 
of the attack. The right hon. Gentle- | was extensively posted, and on the 2nd 
man the Chief Secretary for Irelard (Mr. | of August it was again largely posted. 
J. Morley) had ‘stated in answer to a| Colonel O’Callaghan’s son, who had 
question that the police had no reason to | nothing to do with the dispute, and was 
believe that the aberration of intellect | on excellent terms with his own tenantry 
had resulted from any personal attack | and with the great majority of his 
which had been made upon her. It ap- | father’s tenantry, had been boycotted, 
peared from a communication which he | having found it impossible the day after 
(Mr. Macartney) had received that the | the second posting of the placard to sell 
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some meadowing he had advertised for 
sale. Colonel O’Callaghan’s son was of 
opinion that the persons who had posted 
the placards were perfectly well known 
to the authorities in the district, and that 
if more active measures were taken it 
would be quite easy to prevent a re- 
erudescence of boycotting in the district. 
There was another matter he wished to 
call-attention to. On the 3rd of August 
last there appeared a paragraph in The 
Tuam News from its Ballinasloe corre- 
spondent stating that a certain Paddy 
Healy had taken a grazing on an evicted 
farm, that this was a wanton violation of 
Land League principles, and that every- 
one was asking why a meeting was not 
gotup. He (Mr. Macartney) wished to 
know whether if the facts were as stated 
the man who was threatened would re- 
ceive every protection from the autho- 
rities? The last case he wished to bring 
forward was in connection with the 
eviction of John Bridgeman in County 
Limerick. The evicted tenant in this 


ease had nothing to do with the Plan of 
Campaign. He owed three years’ rent, and 
was evicted for a decree of £106. After 
the eviction proceedings had been aban- 


doned and resistance had been offered tothe 
Sheriff, the police declined to give him 
assistance. While the disturbance was 
going on the Sheriff sent a special mes- 
senger to the police barracks, but assist- 
ance was refused him. The right hon. 
Gentleman would not contend that the 
police were justified in refusing assist- 
ance because the barracks were not in 
the district where the breach of law oc- 
eurred. It would be impossible for the 
right hon. Gentleman to find any autho- 
rity for such a proposition. The right 
hon. Gentleman had no official legal ad- 
viser in the House, but if he would con- 
sult any authority on crime in Ireland he 
would find that there was nothing to 
justify the action of the Constabulary. 
The right hon. Gentleman had told him 
(Mr. Macartney) that prosecutions might 
be instituted, and in that case he should 
like to know who was being prosecuted. 
There was just another case to which he 
would refer. It was a case which was 
made the subject of a question by the 
hon. Gentleman the Member for St. 
Stephen’s Green on Monday last—a case 
where a meeting was held in County 
Roscommon to denounce a man who had 
taken an evicted farm, and where strong 
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language, to the effect that the man was 
a reptile, and that an eye should be kept 
on the shopkeepers with whom he dealt, 
was used by a person who was a Justice 
of the Peace aud by others. The Chief 
Secretary, speaking from the information 
which had been supplied to him, had 
given the hon. Member to understand 
that not much damage was done to this 
man, and that police protection had been 
afforded. He (Mr. Macartney), how- 
ever, had since heard that all his men 
had left him but two. The right hon. 
Gentleman had said that the speech 
of the Justice of the Peace would be 
referred to the Lord Chancellor, and the 
other speeches to the Irish Law Advisers 
of the Crown. What action had the 
Lord Chancellor taken, and what did the 
Irish Government propose to do in the 
other cases? There were one or two 
other matters on which he should have 
liked to have spoken, but at that hour of 
the evening he would not detain the 
Committee. 

Mr. J. MORLEY (who was almost 
inaudible in the Reporters’ Gallery) was 
understood to say that as to the last case 
mentioned by the hon. Member be had 
not yet received a reply from the Lord 
Chancellor with regard to the action of 
the Magistrate, but, as to the other lan- 
guage used at the meeting, the Law 
Officers advised him that the evidence 
before them would not sustain a prosecu- 
tion. In answer to the question whether 
the protection given to the holder of the 
evicted farm was adequate, he had to 
say that the police authorities in this and 
all cases acted upon a uniform instruc- 
tion—namely, that they were to spare no 
effort to secure protection, and rather to 
over-protect than expose persons to any 
risk. Ashe had stated on former occa- 
sious, the fact that the present Govern- 
ment had determined to govern Ireland 
without exceptional repressive laws made 
it all the more obligatory on them to see 
that the ordinary law was put into full 
force and carried out with the utmost 
vigilance and resolution. That had been 
the policy of the Government in the past, 
and it would continue to be their policy 
in the future. As to the case of the 
Sheriff who had been engaged in carry- 
ing out evictions in Limerick, and to 
whom it was said that the police had re- 
fused protection, the question was whe- 
ther this officer not having taken the 
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trouble to secure for himself due 
and full protection had a_ right 
to send messengers to the barrack, 
which it appeared was in another 
district, for assistance, and then and 
there, though there did not appear to be 
a tumult, the assault, or whatever it was, 
being over, demand police aid. As he 
understood it, the plea for the con- 
stabulary not going to the aid of the 
Sheriff was not a very good one. No 
doubt cases might arise where constables 
might go outside their districts, but, as 
he understood, no representation was 
made to the effect that disorder of any 
maguitude was taking place. He would 
make further inquiries into the matter. 

Mr. MACARTNEY said, that as the 
right hon. Gentleman was going to make 
further inquiries he should like to know 
what was the rule in these cases where 
police assistance was requested from out- 
side districts in the case of a person 
being assaulted. He had never in his 
life heard of arule under which such 
assistance would be refused. 

Mr. J. MORLEY : It might bearule 
or practice. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Well, I never 


heard of such a practice. 
Mr. J. MORLEY said, he would see 


into the matter. If, in their view, the 
police ought to have given the assistance 
demanded they would communicate with 
him in that sense. He rather thought 
they were within their rights. The hon. 
Gentleman asked who were to be pro- 
secuted. He was not able to give the 
names just now. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Will there be 
more than one ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: I am not sure. As 
to the case based on a paragraph in The 
Tuam News, he couldonly say that he had 
not heard of it before, but he would make 
inquiries. ‘Then there was the case of 
Katie Walsh. He had read through all 
the details this morning, and must say it 
was obscure in certain particulars. She 
had been bathing. Subsequently she 
had an altercation with some people, and 
was found on the edge of the cliff talk- 
ing in a rambling way. Whether her 
condition was due to an attack upon her 
was not clear; at any rate, the police 
did not see their way to take pro- 
ceedings against any one. With regard to 
the alleged boycotting of Colonel 
O’Callaghan’s sheep, it was said that 
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they were followed by Malone from Clare 
to another town, but that was not the 


case. 

Mr. MACARTNEY said, Malone had 
asserted that he followed the sheep round 
the market. 

Mr. J. MORLEY said, he was in- 
formed that that was untrue. 

Mr. MACARTNEY said, his case 
was the 3rd of August. 

Mr. J. MORLEY said, in his Report 
it was stated “on the day mentioned,” 
and he did not know whether that was on 
the 3rd of August or not. But it 
appeared that 28 sheep were sold, 18 for 
30s. each, and 10 for 37s. each, prices 
which suggested that they were sold at a 
fair market value. The buyer stated that 
no person spoke to him or interfered with 
him in any way in the transaction. 
Malone had only just returned from 
England, and he remained near the pen 
because a friend of his who was a regular 
client of the salemaster had some cattle 
for sale on the same stand. No one in- 
formed the police that they saw Malone 
following the Colonel or speaking to bim. 
So much for the transaction of the cattle 
aud the presence of Malone. The next 
point was about the constable Colonel 
O'Callaghan appealed to, and who de- 
clined to interfere. It appeared that the 
constable was outside the market, and 
was a young coustable who only joined 
the Force in Februrary last ; he was very 
confused in his statement. It might be 
assumed the allegations in paragraph 3 
were not correct. Malone had previously 
been bound over to keep the peace as 
stated in paragraph 2, that was quite 
true. With regard tothe last paragraph, 
protection was given, aud would be given, 
to the rights of salemasters in this or 
any other market. He would take the 
opinion of the Law Officers as to what 
extent interference would justify action 
by the police, and that opinion would be 
acted upon in case there should be boy- 
cotting at markets, Every person who 
took cattle to market, whatever his 
position, had equal rights, and those 
rights would be secured. 

Mr. MACARTNEY said, he was 
much obliged to the right hon. Gentle- 
man for his statement, though there 
was a most extraordinary discrepancy, 
between the statement, of the right, hon, 
Gentleman and the information that he 
(Mr. Macartney) had obtained. He did 
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not throw any doubt upon the right hon. 
Gertleman’s statement, but’ he would 
make further inquiries into the matter, 
and if he had been misinformed he woald 
at once communicate with the right hon. 
Gentleman. 

Mr. J. MORLEY said, he might say 
further that he was not quite satisfied 
with the police Report, and wished to 
hear the whole story, therefore he gave 
instructions for the salemaster to be seen 
and questioned upon the matter. It 
would, therefore, be seen that he had 
taken some trouble in this matter in order 
to arrive at the true particulars, and he 
thought it would be found that he had 
given the right story. 


Vote agreed to. 
The following Votes were agreed to :— 


6. £65,800, to complete the sum for 
Supreme Court of Judicature and other 
Legal Departments in Ireland. 

7. £34,662, to complete the sum for 
Trish Land Commission. 

8. £63,879, to complete the sum for 
County Court Officers, &c., Ireland. 

9. £59,222, to complete the sum for 
Dublin Metropolitan Police. 

10. £668,249, to complete the sum for 
‘Constabulary, Ireland. 


11. £71,021, to complete the sum for | d 


Prisons, Ireland. 

12. £56,095, to complete the sum for 
Reformatory and Industrial Schools, 
Treland. 

Mr. KNOX (Cavan, W.) said, there 
was one point he would like to raise on 
this Vote, and which was a point that 
he had brought before the attention of 
the right hon. Gentleman before. He 
thought this Vote was a little out of 
proportion to a similar Vote for England. 
While in some parts of Ireland the Vote 
in aid was sufficient, in Belfast there 
would be found, if the right hon. Gentle- 
man would inquire into it during the 
comiug recess, an urgent need for some 
further provision for industrial schools, 
The Catholic community there, as had 
been explained to the right hon. Gentle- 
man before, had done all they could to 
provide an industrial school. They were 
not over-burdened with wealth, but they 
had spent a considerable sum in acquiring 
suitable premises for the extension of 


M-. Macartney 





greatly needed in an industrial town 
like Belfast, but it was a lamentable 
fact that the excellent premises that 
had been provided for the purpose 
were lying vacant and useless because a 
certificate could not.be granted. The 
Grand Jury of Antrim was quite willing 
to give the increased grant from the 
county, and the Catholics in the district 
would supplement that by their subscrip-- 
tions. Last year the right hon. Gentle- 
man made some difficulty in consequence 
of an increase being made in another part 
of Ulster, and he trusted that in the 
coming recess the right hon. Gentleman 
would inquire into the case, and see if 
this was not an exceptional case that 
justified a certificate. 

Mr. J. MORLEY said, he remem- 
bered very well the deputation that was 
good enough to wait upon him on this 
subject, and he admitted that the case 
did present to his mind some hardship, 
but, as the hon. and learned Gentleman 
well knew, in these matters they had to 
be on their guard, and were constantly 
advised that they must refuse the certi- 
ficates for these schools because money 
was not more abundantly forthcoming. 
He would undertake to inquire into the 
matter to which his hon. and learned 
Friend referred and see what he could 


0. 
Mr. SEXTON said, it was true that 
the Vote for these schools was rela- 
tively high, but it was also true that the 
taxation was very high, and therefore 
there were two or three matters that 
should be kept in mind by the right hon. 
Gentleman in regard to this application, 
One of those was the great poverty of 
Ireland, and another was that the cost 
of the State for prosecutions and the 
maintenance of prisoners had been greatly 
reduced in the course of the last 20 years 
by the operation of these schools. School 
children who were in danger of falling 
into crime had been received into these 
schools, the result being that £1 was 
saved for every ls. expended on these 
schools, and these were circumstances 
that should not be left out of view, and 
were of much greater moment than the 
amount of the Vote. When the right 
hon. Gentleman came into Office he pre- 
sented this case to him, and he had pre- 
sented it to the late Government, who, 
when they went out of Office, had almost 
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reached the point ‘when they. were 
willing to conclude what was desired. 
He not only pressed the right hon. Gen- 
tleman but introduced subsequently a 
deputation from Belfast, which included 
the Rev. James Hannon, the master of 
the school. He thought it was a very 
hard case, as this was a community in 
Belfast overcrowded with Catholic chil- 
dreu in a city where the Catholics, by 
reason of the peculiar bitterness of 
sectarian feeling there, and by reason of 
the spirit in the county, were placed in a 
position of considerable disadvantage. He 
thought it was hard upon a community 
who, at an expenditure of £3,000 or 
£4,000, had secured a suitable house and 
grounds within two or three miles from 
the city where the children might be 
taken with advantage to their bodily and 
physieal health, aud who had done it on 
the faith of something like a promise 
from the Inspector of Industrial Schools 
in Ireland. If the certificate were granted 
it would undoubtedly save the State a 
burden of at least £500 a year ; and the 
grant from the State was a very small 
matter as compared with the great 
benefits that would result from it. He 
would say no more than that the refusal 
had caused him great disappointment and 
great regret, but he hoped the words that 
had fallen from the right hon. Geutleman 
to-night would be found to have some 
substantial force. 


Vote agreed to. 


13. £3,822, to complete the sum for 
Dundrum Crimival Lunatic Asylum, 
Ireland. 


Crass IV. 


14, £499,792, to complete the sum for 
Public Education, Ireland. 


15. £605, te complete the sum for 
Endowed Schools Commissioners, Ire- 
land, 

Cotonet NOLAN said, he would like 
to call atteution to the fact that the 
Christian Brothers did not get any money 
for their schools. 

Tue CHAIRMAN pointed out that 
this was a Vote for endowed schools, and 
not of education generally. The whole 
sum proposed to be taken was only £605. 

Cotoner NOLAN: Then I think I 
shall be right in moving a reduction of 
£600. I would like to point out that 
education generally in Ireland 
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Tue CHAIRMAN : That’ will ‘not 
arise on this Vote. This is only a Vote 
for the Endowed Schools Commissioners 
in Ireland. 

Cononet NOLAN said, he should 
then object to the Endowed Schools Com- 
missiovers. He considered that endowed 
education in Ireland was not mavaged 
ina spirit, of fairness and equity. He 
thought it would be a good pian to 
abolish most Education Commissiovers iu 
Ireland, and . particularly’ the Commis- 
sioners for endowed education. A great 
deal of money would be saved by adopt- 
ing such a course. As a general rule 
ouly Protestant, headmasters were ap- 
pointed to eudowed schools, and conse- 
quently nobody but Protestants attended 
the schools. After some movement in 
this matter by the noble Lord the Mem- 
ber for Paddington there were one or 
two Catholics appointed as headmasters, 
aud he believed the experiment was suc- 
cessful. The Protestants did not fall off, 
and the Catholics came to the schools in 
tolerable numbers. This was a policy 
which he earnestly recommended to the 
attention of the Chief Secretary, and it 
was one which, he regretted to say, was 
not followed out to any extent in Ireland. 
The general policy of education in that 
county—except in the primary schools— 
was to give the whole of the endowments 
in such a manner that, although they 
were nomiually open to all, it was only 
Protestants that could avail themselves 
of them. He acknowledged thet primary 
schools, so far as religion was concerned, 
were managed with tolerable fairness, 
but the moment they went above the 
primary to the endowed schools, they 
found that the endowments were ad- 
ministered so as to be exelnsively in 
favour of the Protestants. Having made 
his protest, aud having regard to the fact 
that there were so few Members present, 
he would not put the Committee to the 
trouble of a Division. 


Vote agreed to. 


16. £1,200, to complete the sum for 
National Gallery of Ireland. 


*Mr. WEBB (Waterford, W.) said, he 
understood that any portion of the 
sum of £1,000 for the purchase 
of pictures if not used in one 
year had to be returned to the Trea- 
sury, and the result was that if a picture 
worth £1,500 was available for purchase 
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for the Gallery it could not be bought, 
for the simple reason that no balance 
could be held over to add to the next 
year’s grant. He believed that money 
could be held over in the National 
Gallery in London, and he asked that the 
same rule should be applied to Ireland. 


Sir J. T. HIBBERT said, he would 
explain. how the matter really stood. 
Unfortunately, in Ireland, no bequests 
were made to the National Gallery, as in 
England. Therefore, the money granted 
yearly was to maintain the Institution, 
given as a “grant in aid,” and carried 
ver from one year to another. The 
‘Trustees of the Irish National Gallery 
were allowed to purchase pictures of the 
~value of £1,500 a year—£1,000 to be 
Lo in one year and £500 in the next. 

o money was paid back into the Ex- 
-chequer, and if bequests were made to 
‘the institution the difficulty would be got 
cover, and the National Gallery in Ireland 
could be treated in the same way as the 
National Gallery in England. Personally 
he was in favour of such a plan, if it 
could be adopted. 

Mr. WEBB said, the right hon. Gen- 
tleman’s explanation was satisfactory. 


*Mr. JOHN BURNS desired to know 
how it was that £1,030 was paid in 
wages and salaries for eight people in 
connection with this Museum? Out 
of that the Director got £500, which 
was a proportionately large salary com- 
pared with the others, whilst he also had 
au allowance of £150 a year for travel- 
ling expenses. In what was that money 
spent ? 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT replied that the 
Director had to travel about to see 
pictures which were offered for sale, and 
this, of course, entailed considerable 
expense. That was the only explanation 
he could give, but if the hon. Member 
desired it, he wou!d endeavour to obtain 
further information by the time the 
Report stage was reached. 


*Mr. JOHN BURNS would feel 
obliged if the right hon. Gentleman 
would do so. There was only £1,000 a 
year to spend on pictures, and yet the 
Director got a salary of £500 with £150 
for travelling expenses for looking after 
pictures on which this large expense was 
incurred. As compared with the Na- 
tional Gallery here, this expense was 
disproportionate. 


Mr. Webb 


{COMMONS} 
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Mr. J. MORLEY aaid, he wished to 
recognise the excellent work accom- 
plished by the National Gallery in 
Dublin. With a modest allowance of 
£1,000 a year, they had got together a 
most interesting and valuable cvllection, 
The results obtained there showed what 
could be done with a small sum of 
money, provided that a good Director 
was secured. The Gallery was, in fact, 
a model and a most excellent democratic 
Picture Gallery. 

*Mr. JOHN BURNS said, the right 
hon. Gentleman completely misuuder- 
stood his point. The fault he found 
was not with the Gallery, nor the 
money spent in improving it; but when 
£1,000 was voted for the purpose of 
buying pictures, it would strike anyone 
as curious that £150 should be spent in 
railway fares. He thought the Dublio 
Gallery might get many of the 
pictures from the National Gal- 
lery that were now in the basement 
of that Institution unseen by anyone; 
und £100 might be saved from travelling 
expenses and spent on better pictures, 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT said, that 20 
pictures of various kinds were bought for 
the Irish Gallery last year; and that 
necessitated a considerable amount of 
travelling, not only in England, but 
abroad, 

CotoneEL NOLAN said, the Chief 
Secretary had described the Gallery 
in Dublin as a democratic Picture 
Gallery. He did not know what 
a democratic Picture Gallery was; 


but he preferred an artistic Picture 
Gallery. The total amount voted 
for the National Gallery in Dublin 


was £2,500, which was altogether too 
small. In the National Gallery in London 
they could afford to spend £70,000 
on a picture which would not have 
fetched £10,000. An hon. Member told 
the Irish to go down into the cellars of 
that Institution and dig out the works of 
art there ; but considering the rubbish 
that was in the Gallery itself what must 
the rubbish be in the cellar, which the 
hon. Member wanted to have sent to 
Dublin? The allowance of £1,000 for 
buying pictures for the Dublin Gallery 
was a ridiculously small sum, and he 
wished the forms of the House permitted 
him to move to increase it. 

Mr. SEXTON thought the hon. and 
gallant Member for Galway was quite 
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tight in saying that the sum was too 
small ; and almost worse than its small- 
ness was the fact that had been disclosed, 
that the Direetor was not allowed to 
spend the money to the best advantage, 
because unless he waz able to use the 
money in one year, he would have to re- 
turn it, or ony: balance that there might be, 
to the Exchequer, Did the return of 
the money in that way rest upon statnte ; 
or was it merely a Regulation of the 
Treasury? It appeared to him that the 
English Gallery, because it was wealthy. 
was allowed a greater degree of freedom 
than the Irish Gallery because it was 
poor. The former received £5,000 a 
year from the State, and if they did not 
use it all the balance could be retained 
and added to the bequests they had, But 
the Irish Gallery had no bequests, and 
he certainly thought the money for its 
improvement should be spent at the dis- 
cretion of the managers. 

Sm J. T. HIBBERT said, that no 
money had been returned during the last 
five or six years. He should be very 
glad if the rule which applied to England 
could also be applied to Ireland, but a 
grant in aid could not be given unless 
there was some sum or bequest available 
for the use of the Gallery, If a small 
bequest were made to the Dublin Gallery, 
arrangements could be made similar to 
those prevailing in England. 

Mr. SEXTON said, a_ hardship 
existed, although no money was returned 
to the Treasury, because the rule obliged 
it to be spent within one year or it would 
practically be lost, so that it could not be 
laid out to the best advantage of the 
Dublin National Gallery. 


Vote agreed to. 


17. £2,450, to complete the sum for 
Queen's Colleges, Ireland, agreed to, 


Crass VI. 
18. £14,035, to complete the sum for 
Pauper Lunatics, Ireland. 


CoLtoneL NOLAN said, that in Ire- 
land if lunatics were dangerous they were 
sent to the county asylums, and if they 
were not dangerous they were sent to the 
workhouses, where they gave a great deal 
of trouble and were badly treated, owing 
to the want of proper accommodation. 
He thought there ought to be a reorgan- 
isation of the whole system of treating 
lunatics in Ireland ; and that no lunatics 
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should be sent to the small workhouses 
of the country districts, 


Vote agreed to. 


19. £1,959, to complete the sum for 
Hospitals and Charities, Ireland, agreed 
to. 


Crass III. 


20. £28,386, to complete the sum for 
Law Charges. 


Sir E, ASHMEAD - BARTLETT 
said, he desired to call attention to the 
extraordivary delay which had occurred 
in taking proceedings against persons 
other than Jabez Balfour who were con- 
nected with the Liberator frauds. There 
was no failure which had caused such 
widespread ruin as the failure of the 
Balfour Group. The failure of the parent 
Company was known in September, 192. 
That was nearly two years ago, and one 
hy one afterwards the other Companies 
which were started by Mr. Jabez Balfour 
failed. Loss and sufferings which were 
almost unparalleled had followed. Ever 
since he had ventured to ask questions 
in the House on the subject he had been 
inundated with letters from all parts of 
the country written by persons who had 
suffered in the frauds. Most of these 
persons belonged to the middle class and 
working class, and were Nonconformists, 
aud chiefly supporters of the present 
Government. The fact of their writing 
to him showed the intense interest that 
was felt in the subject. 

*TuHe CHAIRMAN : Order, order ! 
The hon, Gentleman can only call atten- 
tion to the delay on this Vote. He cannot 
go into the merits of the case, 

Sir E, ASHMEAD - BARTLETT 
said, he did not intend to go into the 
merits of the case. He was merely 
pointing out the general interest that was 
aroused in the matter, as the justification 
for his intervention, There was a. full 
inquiry by the Official Receiver, and all 
the information which could be got was 
in the hands of the Law Officers fully 
10 months ago, late in October, 
1893. Ever since then the Govern- 
ment had been pressed in the matter, 
but no action had been taken. He 
could, of course, understand how 
anxious the Law Officers were that the 
principal author should be arrested before 
proceedings were taken against others 
involved in the disasters, The House 
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could not but think that there had been 
a want of alertness on the part of the 
authorities in respect to the cscape of 
Balfour himself, though it was a matter 
of congratulation that the announcement 
had been made in the House that evening 
that one of the Federal Courts of the 
Argentine Repnblic had pronounced in 
favour of his extradition, and,that there 
was some prospect of his being brought 
to this country, It was, however, with 
the fellow-directors of Jabez Balfour that 
he was now chiefly concerned ; and he re- 
peated that it was extraordinary that 10 
months were allowed to elapse without 
anything being done, though the Official 
Receiver in his Report had declared that 
the last three or four balance-sheets of 
the Company were false, and were issued 
by the Board to deceive aud mis!ead those 
who had invested their money in the 
Company, He had asked several ques- 
tions on the subject, but the answers 
were uusatisfactory. On the 25th of 
May the hon. Member for Preston asked 
a question as to how long it was since 
the Official Receiver’s Report had been 
presented, and whether further pro- 
ceedings had been decided on. The 
first question was replied to; with re- 
gard to the second question, it was 
said that it would not be for the public 
benefit that anything should be made 
kuown. That was av answer which he ven- 
tured to say should never have been made 
in the House merely to shirk a disagree- 
able question—merely to put off dealing 
with a question; and was an answer that 
should only be made when there was the 
sincerest conviction that it was indeed for 
the public benefit that no statement should 
be made. It was impossible for the 
House to believe that a statement by the 
Law Officers of the Crown that a prose- 
cution was to be instituted would be 
injurious to justice by warning incrimi- 
nated persons to escape ; for escape those 
persons could not under any circum- 
stances, if ordinary diligence were exer- 
eised. He believed that if the Public 
Prosecutor had done his duty promptly 
Jabez Balfour would never have been 
allowed to escape from this country. 
He could not but think that, if the au- 
thorities had made up their minds and 
acted properly, there could never have 
been any danger of the persons incrim- 
inated escaping. Again, on the 31st of 
May he (Sir E. Ashmead-Bartlett) 


Sir E. Ashmead-Bartlet+ 


{COMMONS} 





asked whether all'the details had not 
been given to the Publi¢ Prosecutor six 
mouths before, and whether any action 
would be taken ? The President of the 
Board of Trade, to whom the question 
was addressed, gave what he would 
venture to describe’ as a misleadi 

answer. The right hon. Gentleman su 

the documents in the case were handed 
in from the 30th of October to the 25th 
of April. The essential documents—the 
documents showing fraud, if there was 
fraud—had been handed in in October, 
Some unimportant papers might have been 
handed in since October, 1893 ; but the 
materials and groundwork for a prosecu- 
tion were then in the hands of the Publie 
Prosecutor, and at the service of the 
Attorney General. On the Ith of 
July he asked another question, 
whether it was intended to take 
proceedings against persons other than 
Mr. Jatez Balfour? The Attorney 
General said that it was not in the 
interest of justice that any statement 
should be made ; and, in repiy to a further 
question, the hon. and learned Gentleman 
said —much to the amusement of the 
House—that it was in his predecessor's 
time that the papers were handed in, and 
that his directions were being acted on. 
If the directions of the hon. and learned 
Gentleman's predecessor had been acted 
on, the only action was inaction. On the 
13th of July he asked another question, 
and then the Attorney General gave one 
ofthe most extraordinary answers ever 
heard in the House. The hon. and learned 
Gentleman said that the question had 
been informally laid before the Attorney 
General at the end of January, 
and again in April. He should like to 
know what “ivformally” meant. _Im- 
portant documents disclosing what most 
people believed to be tremendons 
frauds were before the Public Prose- 
eutor in October, 1893, and yet the 
Attorney General stated that the question 
was only brought before his predecessor 
at the end of January; and that no 
documents had been laid before the Law 
Officers as such. What did that mean? 
On the 18th of July he appealed for infor- 
mation to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, but the right hon. Gentleman 
treated the matter in the most cavalier 
style. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
referred him to the Foreign Office, and 
to the Attorrey General, in happy 
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Oblivion of the fact that all efforts to 
the Attorney General into action 
had failed. Being further pressed, 
the right hon. Gentleman ‘said it 
was impossible to extract information 
from him which he did not possess. 
So that the Heads of the Govern- 
ment apparently had neither studied 
this question, nor decided to take any 
action. He now asked once more, 
Was it intended to take proceedings 
against those supposed to be re- 
sponsible for these gigantic frauds 
other than Jabez Balfour ? He 
wished now to ask whether the Law 
Officers intended to take proceedings 
against the other persons he had indi- 
cated. If they did, why had not the 
proceedings been taken before this? A 
considerable number of persons were in- 
volved. Of the Directors of these Com- 
panies who were responsible for their 
management, there were from 30 to 40. 
The total of the losses by the frauds lad 
been about £10,000,000 sterling, and all 
these losses had fallen ou a class of 
people who were the least able to bear 
them. He had received a letter that 
morning from a small tradesman who 
had put the whole of his savings— 
amounting to £2,000—from time to time 
into the Companies under the direction of 
Jabez Balfour. Now, having lost every 
penny he possessed, he was obliged, 
at the age of 60, to go to 
work again, and try and accumulate 
something for the fature. This was only 
a typical case out of thousands, and what 
every one was anxiovs to know was why 
no steps had been taken by the Govern- 
ment in the matter. He had not pressed 
the Government as to why steps were not 
taken to prevent Jabez Balfour leaving 
the country ; but he would press them to 
say why they had not taken steps 
against these minor offenders, but still 
most responsible, in the conduct of 
these most improperly-managed Com- 
panies. He thought the Committee 
would admit that this was a case he was 
justified in bringing before it. The 
greatest possible interest was felt in the 
matter, and he trusted they would hear 
from the Law Officers that there would 
be no further delay in dealing with the 
case, 
Sir J. RIGBY said, he was afraid 
that he should not be able to give the 
hon. Gentleman the full satisfaction he 
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wished to obtain in reference to this 
subject. It was clear that the hon: Gen- 
tleman did not understand the difference 
between the responsibility that attached 
to the Attorney General in such a matter 
as this and that of the Law Officers of 
the Crown. The only person ultimately 
responsible for taking action in 
cases of this kind was the Attorney 
General, and although he might consult 
his colleague, the Solicitor General had 
nothing whatever to do with directing 
prosecutions at all. Papers in such cases 
were never laid before the Law Officers 
of the Crown, and the Attorney Genera} 
alone was responsible. ‘The hon. Gen- 
tleman had made merry, not for the first 
time, at his expense in connection with 
this case. All he could say was that he 
knew no more than the hon. Gentleman 
himself what communications had been 
made in relation to the matter to his pre- 
decessor in Office, and it was no part of 
his business to give the Attorney General 
any information with regard to such 
communications. Therefore, that con- 


duct on his part, which appeared so 
laughable to the hon. Gentleman, was 


merely the result of his acting according 
to the ordinary practice. The matter 
was first brought to the notice of his 
predecessor in January. It was impos- 
sible at that time to have brought the case 
before his predecessor with a view to 
getting a decision from him in respect of 
it. The Papers were immensely volu- 
minous, and to study them completely 
would occupy the time not only of the 
Attorney General, who had other things 
to do, but of several of the most careful 
and most experienced counsel, and that 
time had been given to them. He did 
not believe it would have been possible 
to have brought anything like a primé 
facie case before the Attorney General 
in January, but, nevertheless, all parties 
were so anxious to know what might be 
done, that informally the matter was 
brought before his predecessor at that 
time. If it had been brought before him 
formally, he would not have had the 
means of knowing in what way he was 
to decide. Late in April—on the 27th, 
he believed—when there was a fuller 
knowledge of the circumstances, the 
matter was brought formally before the 
then Attorney General. On that occa- 
sion he (Sir J. Rigby) knew nothing of 
it, and it was no part of his business to 
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know anything about it, but what informa- 
tion he possessed he had learned by 
inquiry in May or June, Of course, it 
was easy to vay that a yreat number of 
respectable people had been sufferers by 
these transactions. Unhappily that was so, 
and very great misery had been occasioned 
by the maladministration of these 
different Companies, but it was a very 
different thing to say that and to 
bring home by legal evidence a crimi- 
nal charge against the persons who had 
been at the heal of those Companies. 
They had learnt that to their cost 
already. It was as dangerous to be pre- 
mature in making an attack of that kind 
as it was to be too late. He quite agreed 
with the hon, Gentleman that an assur- 
ance that it was not to the public interest 
that information should be made known 
should not be used for the purpose of 
shirking responsibility, and he ventured 
to say that the insiuuation that it bad 
been so used ought not to have been 
made, unless the hon. Gentleman had 
better knowledge than he possessed upon 
which to found it. It was patent to all 


those who were consulted professionally 
and who were in possession of the exact 


facts of the case that a prosecution might 
be more effectually instituted if they 
could put into the dock the man who had 
been described by the hon. Gentleman 
as the principal author of these frauds. 
If no case could be made against him, it 
would be difficult, he would not say im- 
possible, to make a case against those 
who were, or might be, responsible in the 
secondary degree. However that might be 
—and he did not say that that was not one 
of the considerations—his predecessor in 
the latter part of April came to the con- 
clusion that, in the interests of justice 
and vot in order to shirk responsibility, 
or from any of those motives so kindly 
suggested by the hon. Gentleman 

Sm E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT : 
I never suggested or insinuated motives. 
There are many painful suspicions current 
amoug the public outside, to which I 
have not even referred. The only state- 
ment which I made was that the plea of 
the public interest should not be lightly 
put forward as an excuse for withholding 
information. 

Sir J. RIGBY said, he understood 
that complaint had been made by the 
hon. Gentleman that he had put forward 
that plea as an excuse for not giving in- 


Sir J. Rigby 


{COMMONS} 
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formation. At any rate, after the hon, 
Gentleman's explanation he should know 
in the future that if he (Sir J. Rigby) 
made that statement again he might 
expect to have it allowed that he did 
so under a grave sense of responsi- 
bility, and that the assertion was not 
made with any idea of shirking responsi- 
bility or cloaking want of energy or want 
of investigation on the part of the 
authorities. The statement he had 
previously made, that it was not to the 
public interest that he should explain 
what had been done in the case, was 
made under a grave sense of responsi- 
bility. Whether the hon, Member was 
satisfied or not, that was still the only 
wnswer he could properly give. He had 
already told the House that at the end of 
April his predecessor came to a certain 
conclusion, one point of which was that 
prosecutions were not to be immediately 
brought forward. When he succeeded 
to the office of Attorney General he felt 
it his duty to inquire into the matter 
personally, and to take the opinion of 
those who had been engaged in going 
through the vast mass of facts necessary 
to a prosecution; and he now stated 
again on his own responsibility —without 
in the least attempting to shield himself 
behind his predecessor—that it was not 
to the public interest that the Govern- 
ment should say what they would do or 
would not do iv the matter. That there 
had been any kind of negligence, want of 
investigation or careful consideration in 
the case, and still less any attempt to 
shirk responsibility, he absolutely and 
emphatically denied. It was not to the 
public interest that any further explana- 
tion should be made at the present time, 

Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
said, he was perfectly willing to accept 
the statement of the Attorney General 
that he had acted in the manner which 
he believed was best for the public 
interest. But he ventured to say that 
the general opinion would be, when the 
reply of the hon. and learned Gentleman 
came to be read, that he had not given 
any adequate or satisfactory reason 
for the extraordinary delay that had 
occurred in taking action in the case 
Ten months ago the main facts, as em 
bodied in the Report of the Official Re 
ceiver, were known to the public. The 
facts, therefore, must have been before 
the Law Officers of the Crown for ove 
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eight months, and, in spite of what 
the Attorney General had said, doubtless 
with great force and conviction, he did 
pot think the delay in taking action had 
been fully and properly explained. He 
believed that much stronger reasons for 
the delay would be demanded by the 
public aud by Parliament if the offenders 
in the case should ultimately escape 
justice. 
Vote agreed to. 


21. £3,945, to complete the sum for 
Crofters’ Commission. 

Mr. WEIR said, he hoped to get some 
information from the Secretary for Scot- 
land as to the basis upon which fair rcats 
were fixed by the Crofter Commissioners. 
He had on various occasions attempted 
to get information ou this subject, but 
without success. He hoped they 
would be more successful to-night. 
The people in the Highlands ought to 
know on what basis they were rented. 
On the Island of Lewis, on Lady 
Matheson’s estate, in 208 cases the old 
rent was £591 9s. 5d., and tbe fair 
rents fixed by the Commissioners were 
£392 18s. Arrears had been reduced 
from £4,863 8s. lld. to £1,194 12s. In 
individual cases rents had been reduced 
from £4 3s. to £2, from £4 10s, tu 
£3 12s., from £3 128. to £3 6s., and so 
on. There was nothing to show on what 
basis this was done. Some time ago he 
had visited two crofts. The old rent of 
each was £26. Well, the Commissioners 
decided that the rent of one should 
be £10, and the rent of the other 
£16. He was assured that these 
crofts were very much alike, and the 
man who had had his rent reduced 
to £16 only said, “Why should my 
neighbour have his rent reduced to £10 
—£6 more than mine? What reason is 
there for this?” He (Mr. Weir) hoped 
the right hon. Gentleman the Secretary 
for Scotland would give them some 
reason for these extraordinary differences. 
He should like to refer to the case 
of a man named John Mackenzie, of 
Lochalsh, Ross-shire, who appealed 
against the Crofter Commission in 
December, 1891. His rent had been 
£8, and it was reduced to £4, and 
the £48 of arrears were reduced to 
£12, to be paid in three instalments 
of £4 each. Well, it seemed that the 
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county rate collector was entitled to 
assess on the whole rent, but if the man 
disputed it he had to deposit the whole 
rate. The Secretary for Scotland could 
not be aware of the uufortuvate position 
in which such proceedings placed these 
poor people. To lodge the whole rate 
was a very serious matter. It might 
mean selling the only cow or the only 
sheep or two sheep the man . 
These men had not sovereigns and 
half-sovereigns to lodge with the county 
collector. Moreover, it was very hard 
that these appeals should stand over for 
years. It was necessary that all the 
Commissioners should be preseut during 
appeal cases. Ou the 20th of April this 
year he received a communication from 
the Crofters’ Commission intimating that, 
owing to the illness they all regretted of 
Sheriff Brand, the Court had not been 
able to take up the consideration of the 
cases requiring the attention of the three 
Commissioners as an Appeal Court. He 
was glad Sheriff Brand was better, but 
it appeared to him that the Secretary for 
Scotland worked Sheriff Brand far too 
hard. He was the principal Commis- 
sioner at a salary of £1,200, he was also 
Chairman of the Deer Forest Commis- 
sion, and he received £700 from the 
Consolidated Fuud as Sheriff of Ayr. It 
appeared to him that this unfortunate 
man was simply being slaved to death. 
His large income might be some consola- 
tion to him, but it was no consolation 
to the people for whom the work 
had to be done. It would be in- 
teresting to know who attended to his 
duties as Sheriff of Ayr, and who paid the 
person who attended to these duties while 
Sheriff Brand was wandering all over 
the Highlands. He hoped the Secretary 
for Scotland would tell the House what 
number of the 682 appeals recently 
existing had been cleared off. He wished 
an explanation of the sum of £100 paid 
as remuneration to Sheriff clerks. He 
failed to see any number of Scottish or 
Highland Members in the House, and 
therefore he would refrain from making 
a Motion, hoping that the right hon. 
Gentleman would be able to givea satis- 
factory account of the Commission. 


Dr. CLARK said, that he was glad 
to say that the Crofters’ Commission was 
being able to do its work, and that large 
arrears had been wiped off. The Chair- 
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man had done ‘his work remarkably well, 
but he (Dr. Clark) hoped that before 
long they would abolish Sheriffs alto- 
gether. In his spare time he could have 
been acting as advocate. Instead of 
that he was acting as Chairman of this 
Commission. He (Dr. Clark) did not 
object to his salary, but he objected to 
the character of the Sub-Commissioners, 
‘who were of the same class as the Com- 
missioners. To send to the Highlands a 
Sheriff, a factor, aud a large farmer, was 
a course which ought not to have been 
taken. On the whole, the Commissioners 
had done their duty fairly well, and 
during the last two or three years some 
good work had been accomplished by the 
Sub-Commissioners and valuers. But 
he did not altogether approve of the 
principle which had been acted upon in 
appointing the Sub-Commissioners and 
valuers. Large farmers and factors had 
generally been chosen for the posts, and 
he would suggest that there were num- 
bers. of small farmers of the crofter class 
and dealers in cattle who kuew the 
various counties well, and who would 
eommand the confidence of the crofters 
much more readily than those actually 
appointed. 

Sir G. TREVELYAN said, he was 
quite certain that much of what his hou. 
Friend had said would appeal to the 
judgment and good sense of almost every 
one in the Highlands, and if the 
hon. Member for Ross-shire took a Di- 
vision in order to reduce the salary of the 
Crofters’ Commission, on the ground that 
it did not command confidence in the 
Highlands, he would not carry the House 
with him. While Sheriff Brand had just 
now undoubtedly too much to do, every 
one who knew the difficulty of the work 
would be very unwilling, indeed, that he 
should cease to take part in it. As 
Chairman of the Crofters’ Commission he 
had secured confidence in the Highlands 
not only among the tenants but also 
among the landlords, many of whom were 
now feeling that their relatiens with 
their tenantry had never been so satis- 
factory. The tenants felt, too, that their 
eases had been fully inquired into. Their 
rents had been reduced, and arrears had 
been cancelled. The way in which he 
presided over the Crofters’ Commission 
convinced the Government that it was 
desirable to place him at the head of the 
Highland Commission. For that he did 
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not receive five guineas a day, as had been 
suggested, but he had only the ordinary 
travelling allowances. Sheriff Brand 
had had a terrible struggle, and iu hig 
efforts to give the invaluable assistance 
of his special knowledge of the High 
lands his health had suffered 
But by the middle of next month his 
duties in connection with the survey of 
the Highlands would have been brought 
to the close, and then there would only 
remain the preparation of the Report, 
The only serious drawback was ‘the one 
referred to by his hon. Friend, the delay in 
disposing of appeals, but he could, re- 
assure the Committee on that point, for 
when Sheriff Brand was discharged from 
the Land Commission duties he would 
soon dispose of the 393 cases which stood 
on the list on the 30th of June last. The 
current work of the Commission in fixing 
rents was being carried on with celerity, 
aud he believed there never was @ 
Judicial Body which had more com- 
pletely fulfilled the purposes for which 
it was created or more completely com- 
manded public confidence. f 

Mr. WEIR asked for an explanation 
of the item of £100 for Sheriffs’ clerks. 

Sir G. TREVELYAN: That goes 
to the clerks themselves for work actually 
done. 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE (Carnarvon, 
&c.) said, some arrangement was made 
by the right hon. Gentleman in the 
course of the present year that an official 
of this Commissiou should give evidence 
as to its work before the Welsh Land 
Commission, because that work had beén 
done so well as to create a sincere 
desire that the Welsh Commission should 
be informed how it bad been carried on, 
Accordingly, Sir Colin Monerieff was 
deputed to give the evidence for the 
Crofters’ Commission. But, as a matter 
of fact, he knew nothing of the subject 
personally, he was not a Commissioner, 
and he had to get his information second- 
hand. He had been assured by some of 
the Scotch Members that the evidence 
thus given was not at all reliable, and he 
therefore trusted that Sheriff Brand 
would be directed to give evidence, and 
an arrangement had accordingly heen 
made that it should be passed pro formé, 
and Report taken early the next evening, 
so that the matter might be fully dis 
cussed. This was agreed to with a view 
to finishing Committee of Supply that 
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t and enabling the Prorogation to 

e place on Friday. 

Mr. A. €. MORTON: Does the 

t hon. Gentleman propose to take 
to-night the Report of Supply voted on 
Saturday ? 

Sm W. HARCOURT: Yes, so far 
as the Votes are unopposed. If any 
require further discussion they will be 
postponed. 

Mr. A. C. MORTON : If I mention 
one or two Votes, will the right hon. 
Gentleman postpone them ? 

Sm W. HARCOURT: I would 
rather that the hon. Member mentioned 
one than two. 

Mr. A. C. MORTON: I am afraid 
that I shall have to mention three. 

Sir G. TREVELYAN said, it was 
intended that both Sheriff Brand and the 
hon. Member for Sutherlandshire should 
attend. 


Vote agreed to. 
Crass IV. 
22. Motion made, and Question pro- 


posed, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £3,155,589, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to pe re the sum 


necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
ia course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March, 1895, for Public 
Education in England and Wales, including 
Expenses of the Education Office in London.” 
Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE aid, this 
was really a very important Vote, 
Several questions were to be raised upon 
it; information was required from the 
Government on several points, and he 
pews, therefore, to move to report 
gress, in order that he might elicit 
some information as to the intentions of 
the Goyernment in regard to affording a 
proper opportunity for discussing it. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Chairman do report Progress, 
and ask leave to sit again.” —( Mr. Lloyd- 
George.) 


Sir W. HARCOURT said, he had 
received a communication that afternoon 
to the effect it was very much desired 
that the Education Vote should not be 
taken that night. 

Sm E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT : 
When will the Report of the Ist June 
be taken ? 

Sm W. HARCOURT : Not until to- 
morrow. 
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Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I will not 
press the Motion for Progress. 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 
Original Question put, and agreed to, 


23. £361,122, to complete the sum for 
Science and Art Department. 


Dr. CLARK said, he regretted being 
unable to allow that Vote to pass on 
account of the action of the Treasury, 
and if they failed to give him a promise 
that his views would be met in regard to 
the grants he would have to press the 
matter to a Division. 

Mr. BARTLEY : Is not this included 
in the Education Vote which it has been 
arranged shall be discussed to-morrow ? 

Sir W. HARCOURT: Yes. I do 
not think it is quite fair to those hon. 
Members who have gone away on the 
understanding that the Education Vote 
will not be taken to-morrow. I hope 
the hon. Member will: postpone his 
remarks till to-morrow, 

Dr. CLARK : I was no party to that 
agreement. I passed the matter over last 
year, and I am not going to do so again ; 
I might have raised it on No. 7 Vote— 
that for the Universities and Colleges of 
Great Britain. 

Sim W. HARCOURT: Will it not do 
to-morrow ? 

Dr. CLARK: Yes; but a bird in the 
hand is worth two in the bush. He had 
better go on with his remarks. The 
injustice to Scotland was so patent that 
he hoped to get some satisfaction from 
the Treasury. His complaint was that 
while about £20,090 was spent upon the 
Royal College of Science in London, and 
£7,000 upon the Royal College of Science 
in Dublin, no assistance was given to the 
College of Science in Glasgow, an Insti- 
tution which was started a century ago, 
and from which all these Colleges of 
Science had sprung. It had been at- 
tempting for years to get from the 
Treasury some grant for the same kind 
of work as was subsidised by the Govern- 
ment in kindred Institutions, so that 
Scotch boys might be educated at home, 
instead of being compelled to come up to 
London to take up scholarships and ex- 
hibitions. If these grants were made to 
Ireland, why were they not made to 
Scotland ? It had been suggested that 
the grant could not be made to the 
Glasgow College because it did not teach 
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| already been inquired into by the proper 
| authorities and rejected. 


arts as well as science ; but surely that 
was not a sufficient reason for excluding 
it entirely from this Vote. There were 
pleuty of other places where the arts 
were taught. Unless he got some 
stronger reason he would have to move 
a reduction of the Vote. 


Mr. BRYCE said, his hon. Friend 
seemed to complain that Scotland had 
allotted to it an insufficient share of the 
grant for Universities aud Colleges in 
Great Britain. 

Dr. CLARK: No; that point I 
intend to raise under another Vote. We 
complain that while you spend £20,000 
for certain purposes in England, and 
£7,000 in Ireland, you refuse Scotland 
money altogether for the same purposes. 


Sir J.T. HIBBERT replied that the 
case of England and Ireland differed from 
that of Scotland, which got its fair share 
of the grant for technical education. The 
Education Department Committee de- 
cided that the Technieal College of 
Glasgow had no claim for a grant out of 
the £15,000 distributed by the Com- 
mittee. 

Dr. CLARK said, he was not com- 
plaining of the general science and arts 
grant, because Scotland got more of that 
than either England or Ireland. He was 
speaking particularly of two Votes, one 
to the Royal College of Science in 
London—known formerly as the School 
of Mines. In that Institution there were 
four Professors at £800 a year and some 
at £400, five assistants at £600 and £400 
a year, lecturers at £200 a year, a 
Museum, 12 Exhibitions at £50 a year, 
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‘ 
| Mr. HERBERT LEWIS (Flint, &e, 
| said, he desired to draw the attention of 
the Committee to the Vote, with a view 
| to showing the injustice with which the 
Principality of Wales was treated in 
‘regard to Museum grants. Of late 
| years the House had begun to recognise 
| the great debt which the United King. 
dom owed to Wales iu the matter of 
|edueation, The country was compara. 
| tively poor ; its educational endowments 
had been until recently extremely small ; 
the people were enthusiastically devoted 
| to the cause of education ; and the money 
| which had been spent there for eduea- 
tional purposes had been well applied, 
He admitted in recent years they had 
received grants for their University 
Colleges, and during this year the present 
| Government had earned the gratitude of 
| the Welsh people by granting a Charter 
|to the Welsh University. He desired 
| especially to acknowledge the great ser- 
| vices which the right hon, Gentleman the 
| Vice President of the Council (Mr, 
| Acland) had rendered to Wales in this 
respect. No English Minister had ever 
| taken a truer, deeper, or more heartfelt 
interest in Wales than the right hon 
,Gentleman. He (Mr. Herbert ee 
| had had the honour to be associated with 
/him in educational work outside the 
' walls of this House, and the ardour with 
| which he threw himself into the organisa- 
| tion of intermediate education in Wales, 
/and subsequently the success with which 
| he advocated the claims of Wales to @ 
| National University, not to speak of his 


and several Scholarships at £15 a year. | cordial recognition of the Welsh language 
In all, in that College £20,000 a year in elementary schools, had earned for 
was spent on technical education in | him the gratitude and esteem of Welsh- 
training young men as engineers and|men. But what Wales had received 
fitting them to take charge of chemical from the Imperial Parliament was oaly 
works and of mines. There was a similar | an instalment of what was due to her 
Institution in Ireland, and thus English | Speaking on another Vote on Saturday 
and Irish boys were granted special | last, he proved that Wales had beens 
facilities. But Scotland was refused a! loser of over £ 110,000 by the policy of 
share of the money voted by Parliament | the Woods and Forests Department, and 
for these Institutions, although they had | in many other ways Wales had a strong 
in that country an Institution started a|claim—he would not say upon the 
century ago fully competent to give yenerosity—but upon the justice of i 
technical education. Not ovly was a | land. Now in regard to this particular 
grant refused, but the Treasury had | grant he found that the sum of £20, 
refused to listen to a deputation on the was voted for the Dublin Museum 
subject. | Science and Art, £6,908 for the Dublit 
Sir J. T. HIBBERT repeated that Royal College of Science, £300 for 
the claim of the Glasgow Institution had the Royal Hibernian Academy, and 
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£12,606 for the Edinburgh Museum of 
Science and Art, making a total for 
Scotland and Ireland of £40,199. These 

ts were in addition to the large grants 
made to Universities and University Col- 
leges in Ireland and Scotland. The figures 
he had given included no expenditure on 
capital account ; that belonged to a former 
year, and he was precluded by the Rules 
of the House from referring to it except 
to say that the Government, very wisely 
he thought,a short time ago presented Ire- 
land with a National Museum and Library 
at a cost which did not fall far short of 
£150,000. He made no complaint what- 
ever of these grants, but he did claim 
that the right of Wales to a due share 
of them should be recognised. If they 
were told that they had their share in the 
British Museum, he replied that every 
Scotchman from Glasgow or every Irish- 
man from Dublin had the same property 
in the British Museum that every Welsh- 
man from Carnarvon or Cardiff had. His 
point in this connection was that Wales, 
like Ireland and Scotland, had her own 
separate system of education, and that a 
National Museum, Library, and Art 
Gallery were necessary to complete it. 


On elementary education a separate Re- 
port was issued for Wales, and separate 
provisions were made in the Code in 
regard, for instance, to the teaching of 


the Welsh language. Wales had her 
own intermediate school system, and in 
regard to higher education they had a 
Welsh University to which most of the 
Colleges in Wales were affiliated. Just 
as they had their share in the British Mu- 
seum, so they had their share in the Univer- 
sity of London, but that had not prevented 
them from having a separate University 
for Wales. The separate educational 
needs of Wales had been repeatedly re- 
cognised by Liberal and Conservative 
Governments, and all they asked was 
that that policy should be carried to its 
just and logical conclusion, and that 
regard should be paid to the representa- 
tions made by all the best educational 
authorities in Wales. It was well-known 
that a great deal more was done for Mu- 
seums on the Continent than in this 
country. There was no country in the 
world where education had been brought 
to such a high pitch of perfection as 
Switzerland, nor was there any country 
where the value of Museums in con- 
nection with elementary and _ inter- 
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mediate education was more thoroughly 
realised. In Switzerland, Museums were 
attached even to elementary schools. 
The teachers found them extremely use- 
ful in aiding them to impart object- 
lessons to their scholars; old scholars 
took a pride in their School Museums, 
and they frequently enriched them by 
making presents of articles which they 
had brought from foreign countries, The 
Swiss were a thoroughly practical 
people; they had found education to 
pay in the lower and more material 
sense as well as in the higher interests of 
life, and the fact that they attached a 
high value to Museums was of consider- 
able significance. Now that the inter- 
mediate school system had been esta- 
blished in Wales, he hoped that a portion 
of this Museum grant would be set aside 
in future for the purpose of enabling 
them to have Museums attached to those 
schools. Owing to the enormous exten- 
sion of technical teaching, in conse- 
one of the expenditure by English 

ounty Councils of the money accruing 
to them under the Local Taxation Act, 
the demands upon South Kensington had 
increased very considerably, and it would 
be far more difficult in future than it had 
been in the past for local schools to 
obtain models and plaster casts from 
South Kensington. A Welsh Museum, 
supported by Imperial funds, would do 
much to overcome this difficulty. There 
was another side to the Museum question 
of considerable interest. He referred to 
collections of antiquities and of his- 
torical objects. Wales, he regretted to 
say, had lost many of her most valuable 
antiquities. Oneconstantly heard accounts 
of the way in which treasures of great 
antiquarian value were lost because there 
was no common centre to which they 
could be taken. Notwithstanding the 
dispersion of many private collections, 
he believed that there were still a 
large number of articles of historical 
value which could be placed in a 
National Museum, and there would in 
the future be many a private collector 
who would be only too glad to bequeath 
to the safe keeping of the nation the 
treasures which he had spent a lifetime 
in acquiring. But there was a practical 
side to the Museum question, as everyone 
who took an interest in educational 
matters was well aware. A Museum of 
Science and Act was a necessary supple- 
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ment to technical education, and in the; vnly instalments of justice, and he only 

interests of agricultural education, and| wished it were possible to have an in 

of the trades and industries represented | quiry into the financial relations between 

in Wales, he asked the right hon. Gen- | England and Wales, He was sure that 

tleman to grant them their reasonable | Wales would not be found the debtor, and 

request. The grants to Scotland and that the justice of his claim on behalf of 

Ireland also included provision for | Wales would be vindicated. 

National Libraries. Wales was, perhaps,|) Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said, the 

as deserving in .this respect as any Chancellor of the Exchequer had made 

country in the world. The Welsh’ no answer to the claim of Wales toa fair 
people, as a whole, were more addicted | share of these Museum grants. There 

to literature than any other people, and | was no point in the statement of the hon, 

yet they had no Nation. Library of Member for Islington that there were 

their own, and not a peuny was granted | parts of England which were treated in 

from Imperial funds for this purpose. | the same fashion as Wales. 

There was no common national centre to| *Mex. WEIR said, he was glad to hear 

which ancient manuscripts and books of | that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 

historical value could be brought. Then, | was treating the case of Wales in 

again, while Scotland and Ireland were }jberal spirit, and he wished to appeal to 

provided with National Galleries, Wales | him on the part of the Celt in the High 

received nothing under this head. Much Jands. He would like to have loans of 

might be done to encourage native Art.' works of art for the use of the girls 

The natural beauty of the country had and boys at Stornoway, Iuverness, Ding- 

caused a number of artists to make 


Wales taeir home, at all events during 
the summer months. They had founded ; 
an Academy of Art, and they deserved 
every encouragement. In view of the 
excellent use to which educational grants ' 
to Wales had been applied, and having 
regard to the injustice with which Wales 
had been treated in the matter of Imperial 
grants geverally, in connection with such 
subjects as light railways and fisheries, 
he hoped the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer would see his way to performing an 
act of justice to Wales by giving Wales 
a share of the Museum grants. He would 
thereby promote the study of Literature, | 
Science and Art in the Principality, and | 
those great moral and material interests | 
to which those studies so largely contri- | 
buted. 

Sm W. HARCOURT said, he did| 
not think it could be said that the claims 
of Wales had been neglected by him, 
The Government would always be ready 
to consider the claims of Wales, and he 
submitted that the Government had some 
right to claim that in the past Session 
they had not neglected the interests of 
Wales. 

- Mr. HERBERT LEWISagainassured 





the Chancellor of the Exchequer that 
there was po want of gratitude on the 
part of Welsh Members for the grants 
recently made to Wales. They were 
exceedingly grateful to him. But his 





contention was that these grants were 
Mr. Herbert Lewis 


wall, and other centres in the High- 


lands. 

Mr. BARTLEY said, he thought 
Wales got a full share of consideration in 
this matter. He knew something about 
the matter, because he was at South 
Kensington for 20 years. 

Vote agreed to. 

The following Votes were agreed to :— 

24. £80,279, to complete the sum for 
British Museum. 

25. £11,368 (including a Supplemen- 
tary sum of £5,000), to complete the 
sum for National Gallery. 

26. £825, to complete the sum for 
National Portrait Gallery. 

27. £14,247, to complete the sum for 
Scientific Investigation, &c. 

28. £50,094, to complete the sum for 
Universities and Colleges, Great Britain, 
and Intermediate Education, Wales. 

Dr. CLARK called attention to the 
case of Dundee College. He said it had 
been agreed that Dundee should have 
£500 for one year, as it was to become & 
College of the University of St. Andrews. 
That was six years ago, but Dundee 
College had not become a portion of the 
University of St. Andrews, and the re 
commendation of the last Committee 
which sat was that it should get 00 
money, but he understood that a supple 
mentary sum was to be given to Dundee 
College. By the Treaty of Union, the 
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maintenance’ of the Scottish ‘National should be continued for a -year at least, 
Gallery and the Scottish Universities until it is affiliated to the University, 
were portions of the’ liabilities which the | wheu it will derive much larger advan- 
Imperial Parliament was to take up. Six | tages. Until. the fotire situation of 

ago the Chaucellor of the Ex- Duadee is settled, the status in guo is 
cheqtier agreed that £42,000 should be regarded as satisfactory by the authori- 
handed over to the Universities Commis- ties at Dundee. 
sion for the four Scottish Universities, | : 
and sinee then £30,000 ‘had been added De. CLARK said, the Government 
out of the local taxation account, that Vere simply doing again what was done 
amount being based on a theory as | *iX years ago when they granted only 
to the proportions paid by England, Ire- | £500 instead of £ 1,200. It was not 
land, and Scotland towards Probate Duty. | fair, because the Scotch people were 
What he wauted was a fair equivalent | using the money not for local taxes but 
for Scotland for the money spent for | for educational purposes, to refuse to give 
educational purposes in Eugland and | them afair share of the grant for secondary 
Ireland. He believed that the Science | and higher education. The Chancellor 
and Art Department were using the of the Exchequer said that if the Dundee 
word “arts” in the sense of languages. | College were affiliaved to St. Andrews 
He thought the s¢ientific branch of | University it would’ get: its share of 
education was of much more impor- | the £50,000 graut. But that grant was 
tance than the classical, and he should their own money. It was the old story 
be sorry if they were going om the! old of the equivaleut. Scotland ought to 
moukish ways, and were going to support have an equivalent for what England 
classics in preference to science. Dundee | got. 
mie ae Arte College; Medical College, _ Mr. CALDWELL ‘said, there was a 
a Scienee College, a College teaching, | ° ‘ : 

uote in the Estimates stating that the 


in fact, every departmeut except, he 1” y 
believed, theology. If grants, were money was granted under Section 25 of 


given to the Colleges in connection with | the Universities (Scotland) Act of 1889 


the Victoria University and: other Uni- | in full a ee of all claims on public 
versities, he thought Dundee ought to | money. The Scotch Members could not 
have her fair share. ‘Three Committees allow an observation of that kind to go 
had sat upon the subject. The first of | unchallenged, as the Universities Act 
them suggested £500 for Dundee; the | was only passed upon the understanding 
second had suggested that Dundee should | thut similar words were struck out of 
get her fair)share, but, the last had made | it. 
a different recommendatiou, He believed) Siz W. HARCOURT : I am entirely 
that the President of the Board of against remarks being put in the Esti- 
Trade was a member of both Committees, mates, and therefore I am perfectly will- 
and perhaps he could say why the last | ing to strike out every remark of this 
Committee had gone contrary to, the 


, : character which is entirely irrelevant to 
recommendations of the previous Com- an Estimate. 


mittee, | 
Sm W. HARCOURT: My hon. Vote agreed to. 


Friend might have spared bis speech if 
he had known the facts of the ease, 
The real truth is that J, settled. this 
matter of the. Dundee College some weeks 
ago with the hov. Member for Dundee 
on a footing which he thinks. entirely. 
satisfactory.. ‘The last Committee did 
not consider that the Dundee College 
could have this grant on account, of, the 
measures now being taken to affiliate it 
to the University, but those measures 
are not yet complete, and therefore I 
think that the grant Dundee already has 
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The following Votes were agreed 
to :— 

29, £5, to complete the sum for London 
University. 

30. £485,449, to complete the sum for 
Publie Education, Scotland. 

81. £2,150, to complete the sum for 
National Gallery, &¢., Scotland. 

Crass V. 


82. £201,235, to complete the sum for 
Diplomatic aud Consular Services. 


E 
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33. £213, to complete the sum for 
Slave Trade Services. 


34. £79,675 (including a Supplemen- 
tary sum of £5,750), to complete the sum 
for Colonial Services, including South 
Africa. 


Dr. CLARK observed that a new 
Supplementary Estimate of £35,000 for 
the new Protectorate in Nyassaland 
appeared on the Vote. He understood 
that the expenses were to be defrayed by 
the Chartered Company, which would 
pay all the cost of Mr, Johnston and his 
staff. He wished to know why this large 
sum had been sprung upon the Committee 
at the end of the Session. 


Tue UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror rut COLONIES (Mr. 8. 
Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Poplar) asked 
the hon, Member to raise the question on 
Report, when the Under Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs (Sir E. Grey) 
was present. 


Dr. CLARK said, there was a great 
increase in the Bechuanaland grant. iu 
aid, Was it temporary or permanent ? 


Mr. 8S. BUXTON said, that last year 
the sum of £82,500 was granted, and 
there was a saving from previous years. 
This year, the savings having been ex- 
pended, they had to take this larger sum. 
It had nothing to do with the expendi- 
ture incurred by the war, 


Mr. A. C. MORTON (Peterborough) 
asked when the Committee was to have 
the opportunity which had been promised 
for discussing the grant of £20,000 for 
the British Bechuanaland Railway? A 
distinct pledge was given earlier in the 
year that there would be an opportunity 
of discussing the Agreement before the 
grant was made. 


Mr. 8S. BUXTON: We had a dis- 
cussion in regard to this matter last year, 
when the Papers were presented. It 
was then promised by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and also by myself that 
before the Agreement was signed by the 
Government the Papers should be laid 
on the Table in sufficient time for Mem- 
bers before Supply came on to consider 
them, and that, as far as possible, an 
opportunity should be given for discus- 
sion. It is true that this evening we are 
pressed for time, but I believe there will 
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be plenty of opportunities to discuss the 
question on Report to-morrow. 

Mr. A. C. MORTON said that, in his 
opinion, all the time to-morrow had been 
more than mortgaged, and his opinion 
was that the promise of the Government 
had not been kept. The Papers were 
not laid on the Table until the 9th of 
August, and since then there had been 
no opportunities of discussion. It ought 
to have been presented much earlier, or 
else postponed till next Session. 

Mr. S. BUXTON: The Agreement 
was ouly come to on the Ist or 2nd 
of August, and the very afternoon on 
which it was signed I laid the Agree- 
ment on the Table, and it was circulated 
next day to Members, so that there has 
really been no delay. 

Mr. A. C. MORTON said, he under 
stood the Agreement was presented on 
the 9th of August. 

Mr. S. BUXTON: 
Minute. 

Mr. BARTLEY observed, that a most 
distinct pledge had been given by the 
Government that there should be an 
opportunity of discussing this matter, 
and the Government had failed to fulfil 
that promise. It was perfectly childish 
to say that there was now an opportunity 
for discussion, as it was 12 minutes to 
12 o'clock, and there were some 20 more 
Votes to take. The distinct promise 
made by the Government, therefore, had 
absolutely not been fulfilled. 

Srr J. T. HIBBERT: I think my 
hon. Friend has gone rather far in his 
complaint. It is not the fault of the 
Government that the House has had no 
opportunity of discussing the question, 
Gentlemen opposite are quite as m 
responsible for this as the Government, 
If there is no time to-morrow for taking 
a discussion on this question it can be 
easily taken on the Second Reading of 
the Appropriation Bill. 

Mr. TOMLINSON remarked that it 
was the duty of the House to discuss om 
the Estimates all questions of publie 
policy, and the Government, having 
taken the whole time of the House for aa 
unusually long period of the Session, had 
failed to make any provision out of that 
time for the fair and reasonable dit 
cussion of the Estimates. 


Vote agreed to. 


That was the 
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35. £29,100, to complete the eum for 
Subsidies to Telegraph Companies, 
agreed to. 

36. £45,000 (Supplementary), to com- 
plete the sum for Uganda, agreed to. 


37. £35,000, to complete the sum for 
British Central Africa. 


Mr. TOMLINSON asked whether all 
these important subjects were to be dis- 
eussed on Report to-morrow ? 


Sm E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield, Ecclesall) asked whether it 
was intended to postpone the Report 
of the Foreign Office Supply until 
To-morrow, as he understood there was 
some opposition to its being taken to- 
night. If it was to be postponed he would 
not raise any question upon this Vote, 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT said, the present 
intention was to take the Report of the 
Foreign Office Votes to-night, but he 
would confer with the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ov the subject, 


Six E. ASHMEAD - BARTLETT 
said, as the Report might not come 


on until the late hours of the morn- | 


ing he had better make the remarks 
he had to make now. The Anglo- 


Belgian Convention had been, by the | 


action of the German and French 
Governments, practically abrogated. 
Very little of that Convention remaiued, 
and the important point on which he 
wished to ask for an assurance from the 
Under Secretary was this: by that Con- 
vention it was understood that the Congo 
State was to be pushed forward as a 
buffer between the Nile waterway and 
the advance of the French—— 


"Tate UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(Sir E. Grey, Northumberland, Ber- 
wick) said, this Vote referred only to 
on Central Africa, which was Nyas- 


Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
said, he had asked the question, and had 
been informed that this Vote raised the 
question of the Congo region. As that 
question did not apparently arise, however, 
an defer his remarks to the Report 
8 


Vote agreed to. 
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Crass VI. 


38. £231,454, to complete the sum for 
Superannuations and Retired Allowances, 
agreed to. 


39. £4,300, to complete the sum for 
Merchant Seamen’s Fund Pensions, 
agreed to. 

40. £21,713, to complete the sum for 
Savings Banks and Friendly Societies 
Deficiency. 

Mr. BARTLEY said, that one of 
the results of scamping Supply in this 
way was that questions of this kind 
could not be gone into. He would 
ask whether the inerease in the 
Vote was owing to the rise in the price 
of Consols, and consequently the smaller 
margin in which to work these institu- 
tions ? 


Sm J. T. HIBBERT: Yes, that is 
the cause of the increase. 


Vote agreed to. 


£41. £1,125, to complete the sum for 
Miscellaneous Charitable and other 
Allowances, Great Britain, agreed to. 


Crass VII. 


42. Motion made, and Question pro- 
posed, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £21,959, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary todefray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the ‘year ending on 
the 3lst day of March, 1895, for the Salaries 
and other Expenses of the Temporary Commis- 
sions and Committees, including Special In- 
quiries.” 

Mr. BARTLEY said, there was an 
item of £7,000 for the salaries and ex- 
penses of the Opium Commission. He 
did not wish to debate the question of the 
Commission now, but would deal with 
it when they had the Report before the 
House. 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said, he had 
a question to ask as to the Welsh Land 
Commission. 

Mr. WEIR said, his Motion as to the 
Colonisation Board would come first. 

Tue CHAIRMAN : Yes, that eomes 
earlier. 

*Mr. WEIR asked for information with 
regard to the working of the Colonisa- 
tion Board. He should like to be told as 
to the treatment of Alexander Young, a 
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crofter settler. ,On the 24th of May he 
had put a question as to this case. 
Young complained that he and his family 
had received ill-treatment from the Agent 
of the Imperial Colonisation Board. 
These gentlemen stated that— 


* “ The position of the Saltcoats crofters is not 
so satisfactory. Owing partly to a series of un- 
satisfactory seasons, the families remaining in 
the Settlement had not increased the culti- 
vation of their farms to the extent that would 
have been anticipated. The spring of last year 
was rather late, and, consequently, some of. the 
crofters who asked to be assisted with seed 
grain and potatoes did not sow all that was 
supplied to them, but disposed of it in other 
ways,” 
Yes, they disposed of it to purchase meal 
to make porridge. The Report went on 
to say— 

“They would have been in a much better 

ition than they are now in that respect 

ut for the number of stock lost in the 
Settlement in the winter of 1892-3, as 
mentioned in our previous Report. This 
was largely owing to the abnormal winter 
and to insufficient fodder having been provided 
for the sustenance of the animals. It is grati- 
fying to notice that the agent in his Report 
considers the crofters remaining at Saltcoats to 
be on the fair road to suecess, and that the ex- 
perience they have passed through will have a 
good effect upon their) future,” 


The good effect was that of the 49 
colonists that were there only 18 were 
left. Further ou the Report stated— 


“ The first instalment of the debt of the Salt- 
coats settlement became due in the autumn of 
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they woull pay their, municipal indebtedness 
out of the proceeds of thie year's crop,’ They 
certainly ought to have no difficulty in doing 
what they promised, and also in payimg a por- 
tion of their other debts, and to it of this 
being done I recommend that the repa 

of the instalments to the Board ‘should ‘be de- 
ferred for a year or two. Besides, as in the 
case of the Saltcoats settlers, I am of the opinion 
that they could with advantage spend any 
spare funds in improying their farms and in 
adding to their stock. It mast be remembered, 
in considering the position of both the Killar- 
ney and Saltcoats Settlements, that the prices. 
of grain of all kinds and of other farm produce 
have in the last two years mach depreciated 
—in the case of grain to the extent of nearly 
one-half, Had prices been maintained the con- 
dition of the crofters to-day would have been 
very much better.” 

What he objected to was that these poor 
crofters should be taken away from the 
Highlands and sent out to a foreign land 
to do as best they could for themselves, 
and then when poverty came upon them 
the Colonisation Board pounced down 
upon them. Mr. M‘Neil, the Secretary 
to the Board of Supervision, was allowed 
| to go to the Island of Lewis for the pur- 
| pose of canvassing these crofters and 
| urging them to emigrate to Saltcoats and 
Killarney, He thought the Secretary to 
the Board of Supervision should not be 
allowed to do that. 

Tue SECRETARY ror SCOT- 
LAND (Sir G. Treveryan, Glasgow, 
Bridgeton): What was the date of 
that ? 








last year. It has not been paid, and, in the cir | . ani ris : 
camstances already alluded to, it is probable that | “Ma. WEIR said, it was some time 
some indulgence will have to beextended tothe | ago. He had also to complain of the 
settlers, a matter which is now having the con- | salaries which were paid to the Secretary 
sideration of the Board.” |in London and to the Agent in Canada. 
He did not wish to detain the Committee He thought the time had arrived when 
one minute longer than was necessary this expenditure of British taxpayers’ 
by quotations from the Report, but he money in connection with this colonisa- 
must refer to what Sir Charles Tupper | tion scheme should cease. The scheme 
said. In his communication to the Secre- had not been a satisfactory one, aud, im 
tary of Scetland, he said— justice to the, people of this country, 

“ Even if they were in a position to pay Tam | they ought not to be called upon to pay 
strongly of the opinion that it wonld be to their these sums of money to prop up a scheme 


interest to spend any available funds they 
might have in improving their farms and in 
adding to theirstock. They would then be in 
a much better position a year or two,hence to 
liquidate their obligations, and. it would dis- 
tinctly encourage them to persevere.” 


Then he went on to say— 


“Mr. Borradaile, in writing at the end of 
November last, after a visit, he had paid to the 
colony, stated ‘ the only complaint to me by the 
crofters was that the low prices offered for their 
grain would not permit them to meet their obliga- 
tions to the Board. All the crofters assured me 


Mr. Weir 


| which was absolutely rotten and unsound, 
He trusted the Secretary for Scotland 
would take steps at an early date to stop 


this expenditure of public money. 

Sir G. TREVELYAN said, the use 
of the Estimates was that hon. Members 
might call the Government to account; 
but he found it exceedingly difficult t 
know why his hon. Friend had made this 





attack on the Government. The Go 
vernment had come to the conclusiés 
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that this colonisation scheme, though it 
was started with the very best intentions, | 
was a wrong policy, and they had not 
sent out a single crofter. The class of 

ous Parliament intended to benefit 
had found by experieuce that it was <dis- 
advantageous to them, and that opinion, 
he thought, was shared by others. What 
was the charge his hou. Friend brought 
against the Government? ‘That they 
had been too kind to the colcnists. The 
colonists at this moment owed to the 
nation the instalments that were due, and 
the Government had not exacted one 
single halfpenny. They hed refused 
to pay their municipal tax, and the 
result was that the Local Govern- 
ment bad sold up their farms, and 
at this moment they were in the 
position of a tenant who had 
received a notice of eviction in Ireland. 
That was at Killarney. He did not 
think any exception could be taken to 
the policy of the Government in this 
respect. They had sent out no more. 
colonists, and they had forborne pressing | 
for their reut from those who were out. | 
The only matter the hon. Member could 
take exception to was that they paid 


£150 a year to the Secretary of the 
Colonisation Board in Eugland, and £250 | 


to the Agent in Canada. Would the 
hon. Member really wish that this | 
country should absolutely cut itself 
adrift from these poor emigrants? He 
thought he would be the very last one to 
wish such a thing. They must keep up 
the very small staff by which they were 
able to watch their proceedings, and to 
extend to them, he must say, the great 
deal of national generosity which bad up 
to this time been exceedingly sustaining. 

He believed it would be a very cruel 
kindness to cut the connection absolutely | | 
off, and leave the colonists entirely to | 
their own devices, They were not going 


. to send out any more colonists, The | 


scheme was started with good intentions, 
but bad failed, but they could not allow | 
those who were out there perhaps to 
perish and die away for the want of 
such assistance as they were able to | 
send out to them from time to time. 

Mr. WEIR said, he was exceedingly 
glad to hear that the Government had 
no intention of carrying out, to any | 
further extent, that eruel policy which | 





| there. 
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| was initiated some time ago by the Con- 


servative Government. 


Dr. CLARK said, the great balk of 
these coionists had gone away because 
they could do very much better at the 


‘timber works near them, and in other 


employments. The land which they 
purehased for them was practically use- 
less, and the houses were lying empty 
He had visited one of these 
deserted colonies, travelling some 300 or 
400 miles to do so. There was a crofter 
colony, but the houses stood there, and 
there was not a soul about, for the 
people who went there found they could 
do very much better in the lumber trade, 
and the bulk of them went to it. As 
far as Killarney was concerned it had 
been a failure, and he thought they could 
leave them to the tender mercies of the 
Manitoba Government. At Saltcoats, 
too, he thought it had been a failure. 
He did not think they would ever get a 
peony back. If they cared to go on 
spending this £500 for philanthropic 


; purposes they could do so, but he did 


not think it worth while, and that the 
sooner they gave up the whole thing 
the better it would be for all concerned. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE desired to 
ask one or two questions with regard to 
the Welsh Land Commission. He would 
like to ask the right hon. Gentleman in 
charge of this Vote whether there was 
any prospect of the evidence of this 
Commission being published and cireu- 
lated among the Members of the House ? 
So far nothing had been done to circulate 
the mass of evidence taken, and the only 
opportanity of inspecting it was by the 
courtesy of the Secretary, iu the form of 
proofs. He would like to know if there 
was any chance of the evidence being 
| published and circulated amongst the 
Members. The procedure of the Com- 
mission had not been altogether effective, 
and he would like to know whether, fol- 
lowing the precedent of the Labour 
Commission, it would not be pas- 
sible for the Land Commission to 
appoint a number of travelling Com- 
missioners to go about the districts 
and ascertain the condition of the farmers 
for themselves, and make ivvestigations 
as to the nature of their tenure, with re- 
gard to the compensation for money ex- 
pended by them on improvements on 
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their farms, and, generally, into the con- 
ditions of their leases. 


Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. 
Asquitn, Fife, E.) said, it could not be 
too clearly understood that the Govern- 
ment had absolutely no jurisdiction what- 
ever ever the procedure of a Royal 
Commission when once it was appointed. 
The whole value of a Royal Commission 
as an independent inquiry would be 
neutralised if the Executive Government 
—even if they were within their rights— 
made suggestions to the Commissioners 
as to the mode in which they should 
carry out their inquiry, and whatever 
authority their Reports would otherwise 
have would in that way be very largely 
taken away. He should, therefore, cer- 
tainly not feel it within his province to 
act in the sense in which the hon. Mem- 
ber had indicated, but he had no doubt 
the Commissioners would pay attention 
to the discussions in that House, and 
that, whatever practical value those sug- 
gestions might have, they would give 
full weight to what had been said by 
his hon. Friend. As to the other point 
as to the circulation of the evidence, there 
again the Commission was master of its 
own procedure, but he understood the 
evidence already taken was being printed, 
and would extend to two considerable 
volumes, 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE uid, he 
understood the responsibility of circu- 
lating the evidence amongst Members 
fell entirely upon the Government. He 
would, therefore, ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury whether he could not undertake 
to have circulated the evidence which 


had already been printed ? 


Mr. ASQUITH said, it would be 
circulated as soon as ever it could be. 


*Mr. HUMPHREYS-OWEN asked 
whether the power to appoint Assistant 
Commissioners, as suggested by his hon. 
Friend the Member for Carnarvon 
Boroughs, was given by the Warrant 
constituting the Commission ? 


Mr. ASQUITH said, he had no doubt 
they had the power. 

Mr. BARTLEY (Islington, N.) said, 
he desired to raise the question of the 


Opium Commission. He did not pro- 
pose to deal with the duties of the 


Mr. Iloyd-George 
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Commission or its work. The only 
question he wished to raise was the 
payment by this seme of half the cost 
of that Commission. hey bad been in- 
formed that the other half, £7,000, was 
to be put on India. He entirely objected 
to that. This Commission had been 
appointed by the United Kingdom, 
Some persous had got an idea 


Tue CHAIRMAN : I do not see how 
the hop. Member can bring that on on 
this Vote. He cannot increase the charge 
that this Vote refers to as the amount to 
be paid by this country. 


Mr. BARTLEY said, that surely he 
had the right to diseuss the amount put 
down for this country, and, in discussing 
it, say he thought England ought to pay 
the whole. Otherwise, if he could not 
discuss that, they would have no oppor- 
tunity of discussing the question. He 
strongly objected to any part of this 
charge falling on India. He knew he 
could not increase the amount, and he saw 
the illogical position he would be in if 
he moved to reduce the Vote, because 
that would simply mean that India would 
have to pay a still larger share of the 
cost, and that was uot his object. Surely 
it was constitutional and in order 
that they should discuss the question, 
because they had had no opportunity 
of raising the subject before. He thought 
it would have been hardly in order in 
bringing the question up on the Indian 
Budget. That course would certainly 
have been rather unusual, and he thought 
he was quite in order in raising the 
question now. He would appeal to the 
Secretary of State for India whether he 
would not give way on this point. It had 
been raised several times, and if he would 
simply say he would consider the ques- 
tion, and make the whole cost come out 
of England, he should be quite satisfied, 
and not pursue the matter any further, 
He thought that when they had qualms 
of conscience they ought to pay for them, 
They had got a conscience about this 
opium question, and he thought that, a8 
they had it, considering the special eon- 
ditions of the Indian Budget, considering 
the very bad state of the natives them- 
selves at the present time, and the v 
large deficiency on the Indian Budget, tt 
seemed a very unfair thing that a country 
such as this, which was very ‘ih, 
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should absolutely order that India should 
pay half the cost. India could not 
answer, and could not say whether she 
liked it or not. Therefore, he thought it 
was a reasonable thing to say that if he 
eould get any promise from the Secretary 
for India that he would consider it, be 
should be satisfied. If not, he should 
have to proceed. Therefore, so as to be | 
in order, he ventured formally to move | 
to reduce the Vote by £7,000. 

THe CHANCELLOR or tue EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir W. Harcourt, Derby) 
said, he hoped the learned Member | 
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Mr. BARTLEY said, he could not 
allow the speech of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to pass without a word of 
protest. The fact was that this Com- 
mission was forced upon the Government 
by a baud of crotcheteers, who reaily did 
not know what they were doing, and the 
Government, through their weakness, 
allowed this Commission to be_ issued, 
and, consequently, av enormous expense 
to be imposed on this country and on 
India. This Commission was sent to 
India against the wish of India. It was 
all very well to say it had been the 


would not take the course he had sug-| means of letting light on the subject 
gested. This matter had been carefully | which was ultimately to benefit India. 
considered by the Government. The | That might be so, but surely it was 
House insisted on this Commission, and | unreasonable to compel India to pay 
it would be remembered that the Resolu- | heavily in order that the absurd demand 
tion before the House asked for a Vote of a band of crotcheteers in this country, 
to be taken to put an end to the opium whose statements had been entirely 
traffic altogether.. It was thought that | exposed to be inaccurate and false, might 
that was a very extreme measure to be | be gratified, and in order to stop a great 
taken, and it was suggested thata full | industry. The Government should have 
inquiry should be made on the subject in met this question boldly in the first place 
India as to the bearings of the question and refused the demand of these people, 
upon India, So that India hada very | and have appealed to the good sense of 
direct interest in this Commission. It | the House of Commons in the matter. 
was felt that interference with the|If they had done this they would 


opium traffic would be injurious to India, | undoubtedly have had their way, and 
and upon that ground it was felt thatthe | this country and India would have been 


interests of India in the Commission were | saved a t deal of expense. 


as great as the interests of those who | 
desired to deal with the traffic. There | 
was no doubt that there were divergent 
views on the subject, and it was thought 
desirable that the whole case of the 
Indian Government and the Indian people | 
should be properly brought out. He 
did not intend to express an opinion on 
the result of the Commission, but it 
really was greatly to the advantage 
of the Indian Government to aave the | 





Mr. TOMLINSON (Preston) said, he 
thought the people of India had a just 


| right to consider this a very ungenerous 


act on the part of the English Govern- 
ment. There was a feeling that in the 
relations between India and this country 
there might be oceasions when it was 
thought that the interests of India might 
in some sense, either rightly or wrongly, 
be sacrificed to those of Great Britain. 
Here they had an instance iv which the 


SREGERTEFESES 


matter fully inquired into, and that no| Government might very fairly have 
premature decision should be come to in | settled this trifling matter. It was only 
this country by those who were, in their | a matter of a few thousands of pounds. 
opinion, very imperfectly acquainted with | This Commission had been instituted not 
the subject, and on which the interests of | at the request of India nor on the part of 


India largely depended. He thought, | the inhabitants of India. It was asked 
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therefore, the grounds that the Indian | 
Government had a very distinct interest 
in this Commission and in the facts being 
fully brought out justified a portion of 
the expenses being borne by India. 
That was the view the Government took, 
and he thought that on the whole it 
would be the view taken by the Com- 
mittee generally, 





for to satisfy the scruples and the 
cousciences of a large number of 
people in this country, and surely, 
if this Commission was appointed to 
satisfy the seruples of people in this 
country, the people of the country who 
had these scruples and this conscience 
should in all justice pay for it. He 
could not help feeling that the people of 
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India had a just. right to complain of a 
charge of this kind, even if it was only 
expense, being put upon 


half 
them, 


Sir R. TEMPLE (Surrey, Kingston) 
said, he must say a word or two in cor- 
roboration of what had fallen from his 
hon. Friends. There was no desire on 
the part of the Government of India or 
the people of India for this Commission. 
On the contrary, both the Government 
and the people of India were positively 
against it, aud therefore they both con- 
sidered it very hard that they should 
have to bear any portion of the 
expense. 


Sir W. HARCOURT said, he very 
much shared the opinion that they had 
very often very unfairly put charges on 
the Indian Government and the Indian 
people which ought not to have been put 
upon them. He did not oppose the 
matter from that point of view, but he 
did not thiuk that, when the Government 
of India had so strong an interest as they 
bad in removing the very strong feeling 
and opinion that existed here in this 
matter, it was not unfair to halve the 
expense. He hoped the hon, Member 
would not take the illogical course of 
proposing that a less sum should be paid 
by England than that which was borne 
on the Estimates, because that ovly meant 
that India would have to pay a still 
largersum. ‘That being so, he hoped the 
hon. Member would not press his Motion, 
and say that England should pay less 
than its share. In the circumstances, 
therefore, he hoped the hon. Member 
would be satisfied with having stated his 
views, in which he did not very much 
differ; but India having a very great 
interest in the matter, an interest that 
had been served by the operation of 
this Commission, he did not think it was 
unreasonable that India should bear its 
portion of the cost. 

Mr. BARTLEY said, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer evidently almost 
agreed with him that they were doing 
a shabby trick to India in asking that 
country to pay £8,000 for really convert- 
ing this country into knowing something 
about the opium trade. The Opium 
Commission had been a useful Commis- 
sion, and had enlightened the public 
very much. But they must remember 


Mr. Tomlinson 


the 
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that it was England that had been en- 
lightened, for India knew all about the 
matter already. They forced this Commise 
sion on India, and now they were about to 
force her to pay half the cost. It was 
not as if there had been a fair bargain be- 
tween the two countries, but the matter 
had been absolutely forced upon India, 
However, be supposed he must be content 
with this protest, and, baving made it, he 
begged to withdraw the Amendment. 


*Mr. WEBB entirely sympathised with 
what bad been said by the hon. Member 
for Islington. This Commission was in- 
stituted by the present Parliament, and 
the Indian people were not consulted in 
the matter. There was, therefore, a cer- 
tain meanness in calling upon them to 
pay half the expenses. He could not sit 
down without protesting against the 
language of the hon. Member for 
Sheffield (Sir E. Ashmead-Bartlett), 
which he regarded as very unfair. The 
hon. Member taunted them with being 
“a band of crotcheteers.” He did not 
think that those who sympatbised with 
him (Mr. Webb) and his friends on the 
opium question were, at any rate, entitled 
to be so deseribed. 


Mr. DALZIEL said, there was an 
item on this Vote for * Commissions not 
specifically provided for” of £8,000, 
He should like toask, was there anything 
in that for the Labour Commission 7 


Sir J. T. HIBBERT: There is. 


Mr. DALZIEL : I must ask the Go- 
vernment whether they intend to give ns 
an opportunity of discussing this Report, 
which has been so long in coming, and 
which is not yet here ? 


Mr. BARTLEY said, he had got 
down a separate Amendment to the very 
item the hon, Gentleman referred to, 
and here, again, he must protest 
against the way the Estimate was 
being voted. The very important 
question of the Royal Commission on 
Secondary Education was included in 
this Vote, on which they had had no 
opportunity of expressing any opinion. 
This Commission had produced a great 
deal of irritation throughout the country. 
It was a one-sided Commission ; it was 
almost entirely composed of Members who 
were followers of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and there was hardly any repre 
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sentation ‘of Members on his side of the 
House upon it, Although he did not | 
say that a matter of this kind should. in! 
any way have a political complexion | 
given to it, still, when a Commission was 
appointed, it ought to be, to some | 
extent, even in its character, so as not to 
lay itself open to the charge of being | 
biased when its Report came out. This 
Commission was to investigate, and, 
possibly, largely influence, all the 
secondary private schools | through- 
out the country; «and, as had been 
pointed out in questions addressed 
to this subject, the private schoolmasters | 
and schoolmistresses had been practically | 
ignored on the Commission. Several 
times during the Session he had desired 
to call attention to the subject, but there 
had been no opportunity of doing so. He 
thought he was not overstating the case 
when he said that a great deal of appre- 
hension existed on the matter among the 
bona fide teachers of private schools 
throughout the country. When thev had 
referred to this subject the Vice Presi- 
dent had stated that a lady had been put 
on the Commission who represented the 
Ladies’ Publie Day School Company, 
aud also one other lady. The Ladies’ 
Public Day School Company—of which 
he might claim to be one of the founders 
—had no doubt done a great eal of work 
in the way of secondary education, but | 
iteould not in any way be said: to take | 
the place of private adventure schools. It 
had never been carried on as & commer- 
cial undertaking in the striet sense ; 
the directors had never been paid 
auything; but the 
started with the object of showing that 
this system of secondary edueation could 
be carried on on a fairly remunerative 
basis if it was done well. Not only had 


the Company established 30 or 40 schools, | 
been sadly negleeted. 


but a great number of similar institutions 
had sprung from it. They did not claim | 
anything for the Company ; and if the 
work of education could be better done 
by others, they should be pleased to see 
it done, and to give every assistance. He 
protested against the formation of this 
Commission ; he protested still more that 
they had not had an opportunity of dis- 
enssing it, and predicted that on account 
of the way the Commission had been 
constituted its Report would haye but | 
little value. 


| better opportunity of 


Company was 


&c., Estimates. 114 


Srr W. HARCOURT said that, of 
course, the Report of the Commission 
could not be discussed upon this Vote. 
As to the constitution of the Commission, 
that was not a question upon which they 
could enter at the present time, but the 
hon. Member had stated his views upon 
that matter. It was quite certain that this 
Commission would not report before the 
next Session of Parliament, and no 
doubt the hon. Member would bring the 
matter forward then, but under no cir- 
cumstances could he bring it forward 
now, 

Mr. BARTLEY: I gather that the 
right hon. Gentleman hopes that next 
year we shall have more time on the 
Estimates ? 


Sir W. HARCOURT said that, of 


course, they could always hope. 


Mr. TOMLINSON (Preston) thonght 
they had a right on this and other 
matters to ask that the business should 
be so laid out that they should have a 
discussing the 
various questions. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


43. £1,991, to complete the sum for 


Miscellaneous Expenses, agreed to. 


44. £15,000, to complete the sum for 
Diseases of Animals, agreed to, 


45.. £21,000, to complete the sum for 
Highlands and Islands of Scotland 
(Public Works and Communications). 


Mr. WEIR asked for some informa- 
tion from the Secretary for Scotland 
with regard to the appointment of a new 
chief, as he understood the present chief 
of the Commission had left, or was 
about to leave. He hoped whoever was 
appointed that he would be an active, 
energetic man. ‘This Department had 
He. urged that 
more roads ought to be made in various 
parts of his constituency, especially 
school paths enabling children to cross 
the moors ; and also advocated the con- 


| struction of light railways, tramways, and 


harbours. ‘The hou. Member concluded 
by moving to reduce the Vote by the 
sum of £100, in order to give the Secre- 
tary for Scotland an opportunity of reply- 
ing to him. 

Tue CHAIRMAN observed, that 


there was vo reason why an Amendment 
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of the kind should be moved if the, only 
object of the hou. Member was to obtain 
information from a Minister. 

Sir G. TREVELYAN said, that a 
large proportion of the money given to 
Scotland was given to the hon. Member’s 
own constituency, In the single con- 
stituency represented by the hon. Gentle- 
man, last year, out of £7,500 for larger 
works, £4,460 and £1,800 were spent 
on the constituency. For minor works, 
out of £3,400, over £2,000 were spent 
upon that constituency. He must own 
that the effect of these complaints of his 
hon. Friend was to make him begin to 
be rather indifferent to those claims from 
that constituency, and to begin to think 
that there was really not much good in 
pouring out money in a constituency 
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49. £651,915, to complete the sum fde 
Customs. 


50. £1,345,539, to complete the sum 
| for Inland Revenue. 


| *Mr. WEIR called attention to what 
he described as a case of hardship, where 
a crofter’s dog had been made subject, to 
the Dog Tax, although the animal was 
kept for the purpose of protecting the 
man’s cattle and land. The man_had 
been summoned, and although he was 
not fined, yet he was compelled to travel 
140 miles in order to attend the Court, 
This was a serious matter for one in 
his position. A demand had been 
made upon crofters for a tax in respect 
_of the dogs which they kept for protecting 





whose Representative always spoke in a | cattle, He would remind the Committee 
grudging way of the liberality of Parlia- | that in the case of these men the im- 


ment. He could assure the hon. Mem- | 
ber that the works would be pushed for- 
ward with all possible celerity. 

*Mr. WEIR said, the right hon. Gen- 
tleman had accused him of being wanting | 
in gratitude. He could assure the right | 
hon. Gentleman that he had always | 
received the grants for his county in a | 
suitable spirit ; but, still, he would remind 
the Committee that the elaims of his 
county were great. 


Vote agreed to. 


Mr. DALZIEL moved to report Pro- 
gress to ascertain whether, if Supply 
concluded to-night, the Government 
would consent to the House sitting to- | 
morrow late enough to finish the Report | 
of Supply. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Chairman do report Progress, 


and ask leave to sit again.”—(Mr. 
Datlziel.) 


Sir J. T. HIBBERT said, that was 
what the Government wished to do. 


| 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


The following Votes were agreed 
to. :— 

46. £26,948 (including a Supple- 
mentary sum of £4,743), Repayment to 
the Local Loaus Fund. 

47. £906, Repayments to the Civil 
Contingencies Fund. 


position of 7s, 6d.a year was no light 
thing, and in some instances might be 
said to represent half a year’s rent, 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT did not think 
the case of which the hon. Gentleman 
complained was a strong one. It was 
true the man was a crofter ; but crofters 
were not farmers with sheep and cattle, 
and the dog was not a sheep dog, but a 
Skye terrier. He was quite sure that 
the Inland Revenue Authorities would be 
disposed to allow persons following. the 
occupation of farmers to keep dogs un- 
licensed. 

*Mr. WEIR said, it was in consequence 
of the very great consideration he had 
for the time of the House that he had 
not furnished himself with the particulars 
of a number of other cases. He would 
only say that if a Skye terrier did the 
work required by a crofter, who is @ 
small farmer, the Skye terrier should not 
be taxed. 


Vote agreed to. 


51. £5,287,785, to complete the su® 
for Post Office. 


Mr. HENNIKER HEATON (Cat 
terbury) : It would be impossible at this 
late hour (quarter-past 1 o’clock) to do 
justice to this Vote. As the Govern 
ment have promised to bring on the 
Report at an early hour to-morrow, I will 
not offer any opposition to the Vote 
now. 








48. £1,000, to complete the sum for 
Hobart (Tasmania) Exhibition. 


The Chairman 





Mr. J. WILSON (Durham, Mid) 
said, he would like to learn from 
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Postmaster General whether he was pre- | few months. 
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But he wished the right 
= to receive a deputation from the | hon. Gentleman could see his way to 
ostmen’s Federation with regard to | send mail steamers more frequently to 
grievances which they desired to lay | the Ullapool district, and also to fix up 
before him on behalf of postal workers ? | letter-boxes at convenieut points in dis- 
The right hon. Gentleman had refused to | tricts where there were no Post Offices. 


receive a certain deputation ; and itwould| wr FENWICK (Northumberland, 
be well to have an expression of opinion | Wansbeck) desired to support the applica- 
from the right hon. Gentleman on the | tion which his hon. Friend the Member 
gubject. for Mid Durham had made to the Post- 
*Tut POSTMASTER GENERAL | master General. The right hon. Gentle- 
(Mr. A. Morey, Nottingham, E.): I| man must be aware that there was 
am ready to receive a deputation from any | Trades Union—whether he recognised it 
particular branch of the Post Office Ser- | or not—existing amongst the postmen 
vice, but the conditions under which the and telegraphists ; and the question was 
different classes of postmen work make whether the right hon. Gentleman was 
it impossible for me to receive a deputa- | willing to receive the officers of that 
tion purporting to represent several sec- | Trades Union, aud discuss matters with 


tions of the Service. The rural postmen | 
differ from the urban postmen, and they, 
again, differ from the London postmen ; | 


and it would be inconvenient to seceive | 


a deputation representing various classes, | 
when the wages and the conditions of | 
employment are so different. Iam ready | 
to receive, and have received, deputations | 
from the sorters, telegraphists, and other 
classes; and I will receive any deputa- 
tion, provided there is reasonable ground 
for it, and provided they come with re- 
gard to some particular matter, so that 
the conversation may be confined to that | 
particular matter. 


Mr. J. WILSON (Durham, Mid) | 
said, he would like to point out to the | 
right hon. Gentleman that there were in | 
the country concerns in which there | 
were various occupations differing as | 
much in character as the different classes | 
of work in the Post Office Service—the | 
railways, for instance, and the employers | 
of the agents of those concerns always 
consented to receive a deputation as 
representing all classes in their service. 
If the right hon. Gentleman would re- 
ceive a deputation representing all classes 
of workers in the Post Office Service, it 
would obviate the inconvenience of post- 
men coming from all parts of the country, 
when they could have their views just as 
well expressed by men on the spot in 
London, 


*Mr. WEIR said, he desired to take 
that opportunity of thanking the right 
hon. Gentleman the Postmaster General 
for attending to matters which he had 





brought under his notice during the past 


them as the representatives of the postal 
servants ? 


*Mr. A. MORLEY: As I said, I am 
willing to receive deputations of Post 
Office servants, so long as they represent 
distinet classes of the Service. I make 


| no distinction at all as to the men they 


should select ; they may select any men 
provided they are members of the Ser- 
vice. My hon. Friend the Member for Mid 


| Durham instanced the case of a large 


coneern, such as a railway. But in such 
a case would the engine drivers and tlie 
porters unite and go in one deputation 
when the grievances they may suffer 
from are wholly and totally different ? I 
should say the engine drivers would form 
one deputation, and the porters another. 
I say, therefore, that the various classes 
of the Postal Service should not be mixed 
up one with another. With regard tothe 
improved mail service whieh my hon. 
Friend the Member for Ross desires, Lwish 
he would communicate with me by letter 
on the subject ; but I do not think it 
would be possible to supply letter-boxes 
in the sparsely-populated districts to 
which he referred. 


Mr. J.. WILSON (Durham, Mid) 
said, the Postmaster General did not 
understand his point. What he meant 
was that as the Trades Union of railway 
servants included the different employ- 
ments on the railway system, the Post- 
men’s Federation included the various 
sections of the Postal Service; and if 
that Federation chose any number of 
officers—whether they belonged to the 
various sections or not—as a deputation, 
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would the right hon. Gentleman receive ; postal employés. Those men, if theif 
them and discuss their, grievances with | statements were to be credited—and, so 
them ? far as he was aware, they were perf 


Mr. A. MORLEY : I do not quite | honourable men—had, as they 
understand the question of my hon, | ™avy causes of complaint, not, so far as 
Friend. I say that the men belonging | he could learo, against the right hon. Gen. 
to avy class of postal servants have the , tleman, but against the permanent officials 
right to send a deputation to me, with | Wo were his advisers. What he would 
regard to the grievances of that class.  Tespectfully suggest to the right hon, 
The members of that deputation may be | Gentleman was that he should appoint a 
members and officers of the Trades | Committee to inquire into the statements 
Union or Federation ; I make no restrie- | Of the men, and if the men proved their 
tion of that kind at all—but they must | grievances, have those grievances re- 
belong to one particular class of servants, ™oved. There was nothing uureasonable 
I could not allow persons outside the | '¥ that request. 

Service to join such a deputation because | *Mr. A. MORLEY: I do not admit 
they are vominated as the officials of a |that there are serious grievances, [ 
general Trades Union. | think I am correet in saying that the 

Mr. FENWICK said, the right hon. demands of the men mainly relate to 
Gentleman should understand that the | increased pay and more rapid promotion, 
Secretaries of Trades Unions were not | I cannot at this time of the night go into 
workmen in the strict sense of the term. | the question ; but I do not think that those 
Many of them were paid officials who demands can be justified. During the 
did not work in the Service ; and in 99 last 10 years there has been a 50 per 
eases out of 100 those men were | cent. increase in the staff; and during 
selected by the Union to appear as their | the same time salaries have increased 75 
represeutatives before their employers. | per cent.—50 per cent. on account of the 
Would the right hon. Gentleman receive | increase of staff, and 25 per cent. as the 
as the representatives of the men the result of the concessions made in 1890 
officers, such as the Secretary and the | and 1891, the full effects of which have 
President of the Postmen’s Federation ? ; Dot yet been felt. I think, therefore, 
Though those men might not be in the those demands for increased wages are 
Service at the present moment they had not well-founded. I have promised, and 
been in the Service, and the question was | I have already aeted on that promise, 
whether the right hon, Gentleman would | to look carefully into the grievances of 
receive them with regard tothe grievances | the various classes. I have removed 
of which the men complained ? some of them, and as time goes on I 

Mr. A. MORLEY: I have said | hope to be able to remove some more. 


already that the deputation must consist) Mr. @REMER said, he beard the 
of men in the Service. | reply of the right hon. Gentleman with 


*Mr. WEIR urged the right hon, | "egret. Even if the statements of the 
Gentleman to consider his decision with | i8ht hon. Gentleman were absolutely 
regard to supplying letter-boxes in Ross | ue—even if he were not misled by the 
aud Cromarty, What he wanted was | Permanent officials—no harm, but a great 
that the letter-boxes should be put up at | deal of good, might be done by an inquiry 
convenient cross-roads, for at present the | into the statements of the men. He hoped 
people had to plave their letters on cairns the right hon. Gentleman would recon- 


to be picked up by the passing mail | sider the position he had taken up towards 
cars. i | those men. So far as he was able to 
" | jud nd he tried to judge fairly be 

Mr. A. MORLEY : If the hon. Gen- | as a oe i 
tleman will place any scheme before me, | tween Officials and men—those complaints 


I will ider it | did not come from a small number or 
iy Serpe: Sty | section of the men, But postmen in all 
Mr. CREMER (Shoreditch, Hagger- | parts of the country laboured under the 

ston) said, he desired to join his two | belief, which the right hou. Gentleman 

hon, Friends in making an appeal to the | appeared to consider was a delusion, 

Postmaster General on behalf of the | that they suffered under grievances ; 


Mr. J. Wilson 
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allow the -opportanity td pass without 
protesting against the manuer in which 
the Votes had. been hurried through 
without any examiuation. 

Sir W.,HARCOURT: The hon. 
Member has assented in his own person 
to what has been done. The proceedings 
to-night are taken in entire concert 
with the regular Leader of the Oppo- 
sition, and for the hon. Member to take 
on himself to repudiate that action is a 
| remarkable proceeding. 


Supply—Navy 
ing the men were wrong there 
would be no harm in allowing them ta 
ventilate their grievances before a Com- 
mittee of the House. 

Mr. M. AUSTIN (Limerick, W.) 
asked whether the right hon. Gentleman 
could give him any information as to 
the result of the inquiries he had pro- 
mised to institute with regard to rural 
postmen in Ireland ? 

*Mr. A. MORLEY: My hon. Friend 








kept me waiting for some time for the | 
information I asked him for. I have) 
sent his statements to Ireland for careful | 
inquiry ; and as soon as I have got the | 
reply I will inform my hon. Friend. [| 
may say that if his figures as to the re- | 


muneration of some of those men are} 


Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLET: I 
have done nothing of the sort. 
[“ Order!”] I expressly guarded my- 


self against attacking the granting of 


Supply to-night, and I have dove nothing 
to delay the passing of these Votes. I 
hope the Chancellor of the Exchequer 


correct, Iwill take care that they are | 11) jis followers will’ hate’ the fairness 


improved. 
Vote agreed to. | 
The following Votes were agreed | 
to :— 
52. £558,624, to complete the sum for | 
Post Office Packet Service. 


53. £1,676,930, to complete the sum | 

for Post Office Telegraphs. 
NAVY ESTIMATES, 1894-5. | 

54. £1,402,100, Victualling and Cloth- 
ing for the Navy. 

55. £143,900, Medical Establishments 
and Services. 

56. £10,600, Martial Law, &c. 

57. £79,100, Educational Services. 

58, £61,600, Scientific Services. 

59. £205,800, Royal Naval 
serves, 

60. £1,383,200, Naval Armaments. 

61. £173,800, Miscellaneous Effective 


| 


Re- 


62. £231,200, Admiralty Office. 


Sm E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
protested against the way in which the | 
Votes had been pushed . off till the 
very end of the Session. It was simply 
because the Government chose to waste 
time earlier in the Session by bringing in 
Bills which they never intended -to pass. 
They had that night voted between | 
£30,000,000 and £40,000,000 without 
discussion simply because there was no 


time for discussion; and he could not | 


| 


Services. 


when I am grossly misrepresenved; to 
allow me wo explain what I did say, 
Vote after Vote, including some 10 Navy 
Votes, on which we could have spoken 
we have allowed to pass. What I protest 
against is the way in which the Govern- 
ment have pushed off these Votes till 
to-night ; and in that I do represent the 
spirit of the whole Opposition. If the 
Leader of the Upposition were here to- 
night he would, I am sure, make similar 
observations to those I am addressing 
to the Committee against the way Supply 
has been pushed off this year till the 


‘very close of the Session. 


Mr. TOMLINSON said, a protest 
ought to be made against the attempt of 
the right hon. Gentleman the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer to shelter himself under 
what he called an agreement with the 
Opposition. At this period of the Session 
the Opposition were pushed into a corner. 
They were entitled to a proper oppor- 
tanity for the diseussion of the Estimates, 
but it was now the end of the Session, 
the House was exhansted, and no attempt 
had been made to afford that opportunity. 
The responsibility altogether rested with 
the Government. 


Vote agreed to. 

The following Votes were agreed to :— 

63. £757,000, . Half-Pay, Reserved, 
and Retired Pay. 


64. £990,400, Naval and Marine Pen- 
sions, . Gratuities, and Compassionate 
Allowances. 
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65. £312,600, Civil Pensions and Gra- 
tuities. 
66. £60,300, Additional Naval Force 
for Service in Australasian Waters. 
Resolutious to be reported To-morrow. 


Ways 


SUPPLY—RE PORT. 
Order read for Report of Supply [18th 
August. | 
Sm W. HARCOURT: At this late 
hour I do not think there would be 


any advantage in our going on with any | 


of the Reports of Supply on the Paper. 
Report deferred till To-morrow. 


Mr. SEXTON: Do the Govern- 
ment intend to postpone the Report of 
Supply ? 

Sir W. HARCOURT : Yes. 

Mr. SEXTON: We understood that 
Report of Supply was to be taken to-day ? 


Sir W. HARCOURT: We are 
going to take the Report of Supply to- 
morrow. 

Mr. SEXTON said, the Irish Mem- 
bers understood it was to be taken to- 
night. He was at a Joss to understand 
why the outstanding Report of Supply 
should be postponed, having been led to 
believe that to-morrow the House would 
take the Report of Supply granted to- 
day. The Education Vote and the Post 
Office Vote would come first to-morrow, 
and important discussions would then 
take place. He doubted if the Sitting 
to-morrow would be adequate for the 
purpose. The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had fixed Friday for concluding 
the business of the Session ; but unless he 
now cleared off the Reports of the busi- 
ness in Supply done on previous even- 
ings, the intention in that respect would 
not be realised ? 


Mr. TOMLINSON asked if there was 
any Question before the House ? 

Mr. SEXTON said, he was discussing 
the question of the postponement of the 
Reports of Supply of August 17th and 
August 18th. 

Mr. SPEAKER : No Report has been 
handed in. There is no Question before 
the House. 

Mr. DALZIEL, rising to Order, said, 
that the discussion of many Votes had 
been put off as the result of an answer 
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some of them had received from. the 
Treasury Bench that Report of Suppip 
was to be taken to-night. It was di 
tinctly understood earlier in the eveni 
that only the Report of the Votes ag 

to that night would be taken to-morrow, 

Mr. SEXTON submitted that the 
Order for the consideration of the Report 
of Supply of Ist June had been called, 
and the Motion made to defer it until 
“ to-day.” 

*Mr. SPEAKER: No; Report of 
| Supply must be handed in to the Clerk 
before it can be considered. 

Mr. SEXTON: Is this not the post- 
ponement of the Order of the Day for 
the consideration of the Report of 
Supply ? 

*Mr. SPEAKER: No. 





SUPPLY—REPORT. 
Order read for Report of Supply 
[17th August. ] 
| Mr. SEXTON : 
Order be taken now. 
*Mr. SPEAKER: The Report must 
be handed in before it can be considered, 
but no such Report has been submitted, 
The House cannot force the Government 
to take the Order if they do not wish to 
| take it. A formal proceeding has to be 
| taken before the Report can be taken. 
| The Governmeut are masters of the 
situation, and they can do as they 
| please. 
Mr. SEXTON: I beg to thank you, 
Sir. We shall do as we please to-night. 


Report deferred till To-morrow. 


I move that that 





WAYS AND MEANS. 
Considered in the Committee. 

(In the Committee.) 
Motion made, and Question proposed, 


“That towards making good the Supply 
granted to Her Majesty for the service of the 
year ending on the 31st day of March 1895, the 
sum of £27,795,151 be granted out of the 
Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom.”— 
(The Chancellor of the Exchequer.) 

Mr. SEXTON: I move to report 


Progress. 

Motion made, and Question pro- 
posed, “That the Chairman do report 
Progress, and ask leave to sit again.”— 
(Mr. Sexton.) 
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Sis W. HARCOURT: I am sure 
the hon. Member will uot persist in his 
Motion, as the result Weald be to prevent 
the Appropriation Bill being brought in 
at the time fixed. It is necessary to 

this Financial Resolution in order 
to found the Appropriation Bill, and to 
wind up the business at the time decided 
upon. 

Mr. DALZIEL said, this was the 
only way they had of showing their 
feeling that the Government had been 
guilty of pretty sharp practice. The 
undertaking was that the Report should 
be taken to-night. The Government 
had not treated the hon. Members fairly 
in this matter, and some explanation 
ought to be forthcoming. It was known 
that some of them wanted to raise 
questions on Report, and it was only 
when heads were counted that it was 
decided to postpone the Report. 


Si W. HARCOURT said, he hoped 
he had done nothing to create the belief 
that he had intentionally misled the 
House. He had no idea of taking the 
Report to-night. 

Mr. DALZIEL said, he did not for a 
moment desire to accuse the right hon. 
Gentleman of intentionally misleading 
the House, but the understanding ought 
to be carried out. 


Mr. SEXTON said, there was a body 
of Members in the House whose country 
was suffering sorely, who met with very 
slight consideration, and whose patience 
had been severely drawn upon, and would 
not stand the strain much longer. If the 
Government had chosen to go through 
the Orders of the Day they would have 
met with no opposition, but they had 
chosen to postpone certain Orders by an 
arrangement with the Tory Party. They 
were not there to make arrangements 
with the Tory Party, but to defeat them. 
He should not recognise any arrange- 
ment, and he would persevere in the 
Motion he had made. 


Mr. A.C. MORTON said, he should 
be sorry to prevent the carrying out of 
an understanding arrived at at an earlier 
period of the evening—namely, that they 
should finish by Friday morning. He 
was afraid they had been jockeyed. 
When the hon. Gentleman opposite moved 
to report Progress to find out what 
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it was proposed to do, he (Mr. Morton) 
had appealed to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to put off certain Votes in 
Supply—that was to say, the Votes 
agreed to on Friday and Saturday. He 
had promised to put off one item, and 
had complained of his (Mr. Morton's) 
asking for the postponement of two 
or three, though, as a matter of fact, 
he had appealed for the postponement of 
“two or three.” He (Mr. Morton) did 
not get the promise. He did not want 
to prevent business being concluded. 
They had all, he thought, shown that 
they desired to get the business concluded 
as soon as possible. He thought the 
Government had not acted quite fairly if 
they had made a private arrangement 
with the Tory Party. 


Question put. 


The Committe divided :—Ayes 31; 
Noes 54,—(Division List, No. 237.) 


Original Question again proposed. 
Mr. DALZIEL said, he would move 


“that the Chairman do now leave the 
Chair.” He did not think it necessary to 
go over the ground already gone over ; 
but as a large number of Members had 
stayed to deal with the Report, a strong 
feeling would exist if the Report were 


postponed. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Chairman do now leave the 
Chair.”—( Mr. Dalziel.) 


Sir W. HARCOURT aaid, he hoped 
the hon. Member would not oppose this 
stage, but would rest content with the 
decision which had been given, and the 
expression of opinion which had taken 
place. He was sure that there was a 
general desire to hasten the close of the 
Session, and he hoped it would be 
allowed to close in peace. 

Mr. SEXTON said, that the Repre- 
sentatives of Ireland could have no wish 
to prolong a Session in which they had 
got nothing. It had been quite as long 
for them as for anyone else, and they had 
got less than anyone else by it. The 
Report of the 17th of Nar. bf was post- 
poned in order that the Tory Part 


might be drummed up to-morrow to vote 
in defence of the House of Lords. That 
was a proceeding which did not meet 
with the approval ofthe rank and file of 
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the Liberal Party, which did not accord 
with the feeling of the country, and 
which he did not think creditable to the 
Chiefs of the Liberal Party. 

Mr. DALZIEL said, the feeling was 
so strong that he felt bound to persist in 
the Motion. Many Members who wished 
to raise questions on particular Votes had 
put them off until next Session. in order 
that the Report of Supply on the Paper 
might be taken ; and, at the last moment, 
the Report was, postponed. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes 30 ; 
Noes 56.—(Divisiou List, No, 238.) 


Original Question again proposed. 

Mr. SEXTON moved to reduce the 
sum by £20,000. In explanation of this 
Motivn he said amongst the Orders of 
the Day on the Paper, in the Report, of 
Supply there was a Vote for the salaries 
and expenses of the House of Lords, 
which Vote was the subject of a Division, 
and a close Division, , in Committee of 
Supply. If the Government had carried 
out their engagements and taken the 
Orders of the Day in the order in which 


they stood, that Vote would again haye 
been challenged, a Division would again 
have been taken, and the result might 


have been different. The Government, 
after a consultation with their political 
oppouents, to whose opinions they showed 
more deference and regard than to those of 
their followers, determined ‘to postpone 
the Orders, and cousequently the _par- 
ticular and specific issue which they 
desired to raise could not be raised that 
night. It might, however, be raised next 
day, and probably would when the Re- 
port of Supply was taken, But for the 
moment the ouly proceeding open to him, 


as he could not proceed in Committee of. 


Supply wherein the expenditure was 
authorised, was to move upon the 
Vote which provided the money. 
If the money was not_ forthcoming 
it could not be paid. A reduction of 
£20,000 might not apply itself to the 
expenses of the House of Lords, and he 
supposed the Treasury would have dis- 
cretion as to who would have to bear the 
reduction, At any rate, the moving of 
the Motion enabled him to state that 
fact ; and from that time forward, what- 
ever might be the delicacy that induced 


Mr. Sexton 
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Ministers to refuse, to give voiee to the 
feeling of their supporters and 
feeling of the country in regard to 
House of Lords, there would no Jon 
be any delay or silence.on the part of. th 
Irish Members whenever oceasion 
in which directly or remotely the powers 
or expenses of that Assembly could be 
challenged. It was the money of the 
people that was being voted. ‘The Irish 
people paid their full share of that money, 
and a great deal more than their fair 
share of that money, and ‘he, as one of 
the Irish Members, said, what many 
Scotch and English Members would say 
for their constituents, they would not 
concur, this year or in the future, in the 
passing of any mouey for the expenses 
of the House which had proved itself to 
be the euemy of the people of this 
country, and especially the enemy of 
Treland. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 

“That £27,775,151\ be gtanted out of ‘the 
Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom,’ 
—(Mr, Sexton.) 

Sir W. HARCOURT said, the hoa, 
Member had reproached the Government 
for their conduct in entering into arrange- 
ments not in reference to any particular 
question, but in reference to the general, 
business of the House. It was his duty, 
to state that it was absolutely impossible. 
that the business of the House could be 
conducted especially in regard to the 
progress of Supply except on “an 
understanding in all parts of the House, 
Did anyone suppose that ‘without 
the concurrence of the Opposition or their 
Leaders they would have made the pre- 
gress they had done at the close of the 
Session, or for a long time past in the 
Session? All he conld say was that he 
could not be responsible for the conduct 
of the busivess of the House tnless he 
was allowed to do that which every per- 
sou who had ever been in the Laer 
held had always done, and always must 
do, unless the House was put in yo 
tion of chaos. It was absolutely néces- 
sary, if they were to come to a eloseon 
their proceedings, that they should have 
general arrangements, and not arrange. 
ments in reference to particular Votes. 
The course the hon. Member proposed to. 
take was, he held, unexampled, aud be 
appealed to the House not to introduce # 
practice entirely without precedent. 
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Mr. DALZIEL said, they must all 

iate the line taken up by the right 
hon. Gentleman, and recognise the force 
of his contention that arrangements must 
be made with the Opposition in order to 
get through the business of Supply. He 
thought the hon. Member for Kerry 
would not challenge that contention. 
But that was not the point that was 
complained of at all. They knew that 
that night, when the Votes were being 

, the Government Whips would 
make overtures to the Whips of the 
Opposition Party to keep their men there 
in order that .they might defeat their 
friends. He thought upon that point they 
certainly had cause to complain. 


Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.) said, he 
thought the Leader of the House was 
under a mistake in reference to 
the cause of complaint made by the 
Irish Members. He spoke only for him- 
self, but he fancied he should express 
pretty clearly what it was that the Irish 
Members complained of was the conduct 
of business by the Government. The Votes 
in which they were interested were con- 
cluded at a comparatively early hour of 
the night, and they had throughout the 
Session sat through many a weary night 
for weeks and months, when their con- 
stituents had no interest in the business 
before the House, in order to support the 
Government, consulting the convenience 
of the Government, and not their own. 
That being so, they would, he thought, 
naturally be entitled to expect their con- 
venience would be, to some extent, con- 
sulted. That night they had remained 
there three or four hours at great incon- 
venience, having no particular business to 
keep them there, because there was a 
Vote coming on on the Report of Supply 
in which they took a real interest. This 
was no matter of mere sentiment. It was 
amatter of life and death for their people, 
and they were prepared to sit up all 
night, or to sit there for weeks or months, 
if by doing so they could advance the 
cause in which they were interested. 
They had sat there for four or five hours 
that night, waiting patiently for certain 
Votes which they had been given to 
understand would be taken. Without the 
slightest warning to them, aud in the 
most mysterious and, to them, utterly 
inexplicable way, the Report of Supply 
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was withdrawn, Was) that a fair or 
proper way to treat a body of Members 
who had, throughout the entire length of 
the Session, thought little of their own 
convenience in order to help the Govera- 
ment? It was unreasonable for the 
Government to expect the Irish Members 
to continue to give that loyal and 
persistent support which they had 
given without some consideration being 
shown to them in reply. If they 
had succeeded in defeating the Vote 
on Friday they would have had 
something to show the people of Ireland 
for this long Session. He was sorry they 
had very little to show now. They had 
some reason to believe they might have 
reversed the verdict that night, They 
did not want to inconvenience the Go- 
vernment, but they had obtained no ra- 
tional explanation of the sudden and 
mysterious withdrawal of the Report. of 
Supply, and that being so, and they being 
faithful and loyal supporters of the Govern- 
ment, the Government could not be sur- 
prised if they suspected some under- 
standing in regard to the House’ of 
Lords veto. 

Mr. A. C. MORTON thought there 
ought to be a reply to the speech of his 
hon. Friend. There would really be no 
difficulty in deducting £20,000 from this 
Vote and deeiding on the Report of 
Supply on which head the deduction was 
to be made, 


Sir W. HARCOURT said, he had no 
further reply to make, ‘They had the 
power to express their resentment, as 
the Members for Peterborough , (Mr. 
A. C. Morton), and Sheffield (Sir E. 
Ashmead-Bartlett), had expressed it. He 
had endeavoured frankly to state to’ the 
House the reason for the course he had 
pursued, 


Sir W. LAWSON (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth) said, if the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer would only just get up 
and say the Government had determined 
to act upon the resolution of the Leeds 
Conference and do as early as. possible 
what they could to get rid of the Lords 
veto they would all go home, and there 
would be no more squabbling. 

Sir W. HARCOURT aid, he was 
asked a question on this subject earlier 
in the day, and he made an answer then, 
He had no further answer to give. 


F 





Ways 


Mr. A. C. MORTON said, he should 
not have an opportunity to-morrow to 
vote against the House of Lords. He 
had his opportunity now, and was going 
to take it. 


The Committee having been cleared 
for a Division, 


Sir J. CARMICHAEL (Glasgow, 
St. Rollox) seated, and with his hat on : 
On a point of Order, I wish to ask you, 
Mr, Mellor, whether in the event of this 
Vote being carried, and in the event of 
the question coming upon a farther Vote 
on the Report stage, would not this 
£25,000 be deducted from the English 
and Scotch Votes ? 

Mr. DALZIEL: I beg to ask you, 
Sir, on the point of Order, whether it 
would not be possible to decide that Vote 
on the Third. Reading of the Appro- 
priation Bill ? 


Mr. SEXTON: Is not this, Mr. 


Mellor, a contingent and hypothetic ques- 
tion which cannot be answered ? 

Tue CHAIRMAN: As to the ques- 
tion of the hon. Member (Sir J. Car- 
michael), I think that would be so. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes 33 ; 
Noes 53.—(Division List, No. 239.) 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : It must be 
perfectly obvious to the Government that 
progress is impossible at this late hour 
of the night. I should like to farther 
discuss this question, and therefore I move 
that you report Progress, and ask leave 
to sit again. 


Motion made, and Question put, “ That 
the Chairman do report Progress, and 
ask leave to sit again.”—(Mr. Lloyd- 
George.) 

The Committee divided :—Ayes 32 ; 
Noes 54.—(Division List, No. 240.) 


Original Question again proposed. 

Mr. JUSTIN M‘CARTHY (Long- 
ford, N.) said, he begged to move that 
the Chairman’ do now leave the Chair. 
It must be surely plain to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer that he could make no 
further progress with this business that 
aight. He wished to say to him that 
there was no feeling amongst the Irish 
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Members, nor, as far as he knew, among 
any Members of the House, in a hostile 
sense to the rig!)t hon. Gentleman. | Bat 
he was sure he was speaking for the Trish 
Members, and, indeed, for the’ English, 
Scotch, and Welsh Members, when he said 
they had felt there had been & want of 
earnestness on the part of the Government 
in expressing the feelings of that» House 
and the feelings of the people generally 
with regard to the House of Lords, 
They had felt, after what had. takeq 
place, that there had not been that 
earnestness on the part of the Gover- 
ment that they expected. That night 
efforts seemed to them to have been made 
to prevent even the cousideration of this 
Vote by the House, and to shelter , the 
House of Lords against an expression of 
feeling, and that for thst purpose ar 
rangements were made—arrangements of 
a somewhat special character, with which 
they bad nothing to ido, of which they 
knew nothing, and about which they 
were not consulted, and these arrange 
meuts were made for the purpose éf 
preventing the House from taking 
another vote on the action of the House 
of Lords. For these reasons he begged 
to move that the Chairman do now leave 
the Chair, ; 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Chairman do now leave the 
Chair."—(Mr. Justin M‘ Carthy.) 


Sir W. HARCOURT said, of course 
he must recognise, he had been too long 
a Member of the House of Commons not 
to reeognise, that if a minority of that 
House were determined that no further 
progress should be made, it was im 
possible to resist. He had never thought 
or expected that it was possible to bring the 
Session to an early conclusion except by 
agreement with all parts of the Hons 
That he had sought, but he was sorry’ 
say that at all events with one part of tht 
House he had failed to come to an agree 
ment with, and the early conclusionéf 
the Session was put out of the 
in consequence, no doubt, of the courte 
which had been taken that night. Of 
course, the House was not full now, bit 
he believed that if it were fuller 
would have a strong expression of opinion 
that it was desirable there should bes 
early conclusion of the Session. “A 
things stood, he did not see that it wa 
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possible that they could continue their 
efforts to make an early conclusion of the 
Session.. Therefore, if his hon. Friends 
desired to press this Motion he did not 
see how it was possible to resist it. 
In these. circumstances' he could 
not help the situation, and . they 
must abandon all hopes of attempting 
to bring the Session to an early cou- 
clusion. 


Mr. DALZIEL said, he would 
suggest tohishon. Friends opposite whe- 
ther they did not think they had now 
reached a point which considerably 
altered the situation so far as this matter 
was concerned, and, speaking for himself, 
he should strongly advise them—he only 
offered it as a suggestion—now that the 
justice of their protest had been recog- 
nised by the Government, as it had been 
recognised by the statement of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, and as he 
thought it ought to have been recognised 
earlier in the evening, whether or not 
they were wise in doing what was 
oom! making the officials of the 

ouse and the other Members of the 
House sit another day in order to com- 


plete the business of Supply. Personally, 
he thought they ought not to take a 
course that would carry over the Session 
until Saturday, and as he understood that 
would be the effect if they now adopted 


the Resolution of the hon. Member 
opposite, and as he understood that they 
might be able, as he hoped and was 
certain they would, to raise this question 
again on the different stages of the 
Appropriation Bill, he should strongly 
suggest to hon. Gentlemen opposite that 
they should consider the advisability of 
withdrawing the Motion that was now 
made in order that the House might not 
be compelled to sit on Saturday. 


Mr. DILLON said, he concurred most 
heartily in. the opinion stated by the 
Leader of their Party that their action 
had not been dictated in the smallest 
degree by any personal feeling to the 
Leader of the House, There was no 
personal feeling to that right hon. Gentle- 
man except a feeling of personal friendli- 
ness. But he altogether differed with 
the hon. Member who had just epoken 
that the justice of their protest had been 
recognised. The Leader of the House 
had in no way, in the speech he had just 
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made, recognised the reasonableness of 
their protest. He had said, on thecontrary, 
that if the House were fuller he believed 
@ very strong expression of feeling would 
have been the result, and that if the Tory 
Benches had been fuller that would have 
been the result. What was the character 
of their protest ? He wished once more 
to state it clearly to the House. Their 
protest was exceedingly simple. The 
Leader of the House had © stated 
that he had endeavoured to bring 
the Session to an_ early . close 
by consulting all sides of the House, 
They were not consulted. They did not 
desire any elaborate consultation—all 
they wanted was that the Whips of the 
Liberal Party should in common courtesy 
have consulted the convenience of the 
men who throughout the Session had given 
as loyal support as any Government had 
ever received from any Party in that 
House, and as loyal as any Government 
ever would. He was quite convinced 
the Whips of the Liberal Party must 
have been aware of the purpose for which 
they were remaining there for hours, and 
they never gave them a hint, and they 
never consulted them, as to the change of 
the programme of the Government, and 
left them in absolute ignorance. ‘And 
now they sprang upon them, without 
notice, and he ventured to say upon their 
own supporters below the Gangway, too, 
and without a single hint, a change of 
front in the order of business which he 
was sure was communicated to the Whips 
of the Tory Party long before. That 
was not fair. That was not the way to 
secure loyalty or to bring the business of 
the Session to a peaceable and rapid con- 
clusion. And he was bound to say that 
he thought in this instance the Leaders 
of the Liberal Party bad not exhibited 
the slightest concern for the convenience 
of their own most loyal supporters, and 
therefore he thought it was not the fact 
that the Leader of the House had con- 
sulted all sections of the House in his 
desire to bring this Session tp a rapid 
conclusion. If he had consulted the Irish 
Party he ventured to say that four or 
five hours ago an arrangement could have 
heen made ectly easy whereby an 
understanding could have been come to. 
They at least had a right to have their 
views taken into account, and an oppor- 
‘tunity of stating their views on the 
| 
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matter before this change of front was 
made. Their complaint was an extremely 
simple one. It was that they had been 
kept there for four or five hours with 
nothing to do, but to wait for certain 
business in which they were interested, 
and ‘then it was withdrawn, not 
to convenience them, ‘not to con- 
venience the main ‘body of the Radical 
Party, but to convenience | some 
mysterious gentlemen whom they knew 
nothing about. He did not think that 
that was the way to expedite the busi- 
ness of the Session, and in view of the 
fact that they had been denied the right 
of taking this Vote that night, he could 
not agree with the hon. Member who 
spoke last, and he would support the 
Motion of his hon. Friend. 


Str W. HARCOURT said, he must 
say one word in answer to his hon. Friend 
who had just spoken. He wanted to say 
that he did not feel he could be justly 
eharged with want of recognition of the 
assistance and support which the Govern- 
ment throughout the whole of this Session 
had received from Members from Ireland. 
He had felt it very strongly, and he 


desired to recognise it on all occasions, 
and he had done nothing either that night 
or at any other time inconsistent with the 
very constant and loyal support which 
they had received from the Irish Party. 


Mr. KNOX said, that “soft words,” 
unfortunately, “‘ buttered no parsnips,” 
and though they had had plenty of kind 
phrases they had had very little in the 
way of deeds. He would like to know 
at what time the final and unbreakable 
and binding engagement with the Tory 
Party’ on the conduct of Report of 
Supply 

Sir W. HARCOURT: There was 
no engagement at all. 


Mr. KNOX: Then if there was no 
engagement, I fail to see why it was im- 
possible to take it. 


*Mr. EVERETT (Suffolk, Wood- 
bridge) said, there were two points which 
he thought they were all agreed upon. 
Those two points were—first, that they 
all wanted, at the very earliest possible 
moment, to put an end to the veto power 
of the other House of Parliament ; and, 
secondly, they all felt the warmest sym- 
pathy with the Irish Members in the 


Mr. Dillon 


{COMMONS} 





cruel treatment that those measures 
designed especially for their | benefit 
had received, and which had prevented 
them from coming to fruition. T 
sympathised most deeply with the Iri 
Members. For himself, he could say:it 
was always with the greatest reluctanee 
that he gave a vote in opposition to the 
Irish Members. He felt they had suf- 
fered much and suffered long in that 
House. They had great reason to complain 
of the treatment that had been meted ont 
to them by the other House of Parlia- 
ment ; but he confessed he failed to see 
how it was doing any injury to the other 
House of Parliament to keep themselves 
out of their beds like this to-night. He 
did hope that the Irish gentlemen, having 
made their protest, which he thought 
they were perfectly justified in doing, 
and seeing that the proionging of this 
Session would not hurt the other 
House, but would only hurt themselves, 
would kindly now let them bring these 
proceedings to a close and part good 
friends, with the mutual assurance that 
they would all do the very utmost 
they could, at the very earliest possible 
moment, to bring the veto of the other 
House of Parliament to an end. 

Mr. SEXTON said, he begged to 
thank the hon. Member who had just 
spoken for his kind words, and he wished 
to add, in all sincerity, that they had no 
desire to incommode the hon. Member, 
nor even the Tory Party, but they could 
not give convenience the foremost place 
when questions of. principle arose. . 
would say to his hon. Friend who had just 
spoken that he had never doubted the 
good feeling, the warm friendship, that 
existed for their country among the 
Liberal Party, and neither had he ever 
doubted the feelings of the electorate o 
the United Kingdom, that sent this Par 
liament here to pass Home Rule for 
Treland. But he must say that all the 
circumstances of the direction of the 
Liberal Party, including the circum 
stances that had transpired that night, had 
led them rather to fear that the spirit 
the direction of the Liberal Party did not 
always entirely agree with the strong 
feeling of the Liberal Party at large # 
that House, or the feeling of the Liberal 
Party in the country. Would hon. Mem 
bers consider the principle and point of 
their position? This Parliament w# 
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elected two years ago for what purpose ? | the Vote by £10,000 on a ground special 
For the main and primary purpose of | to Wales, The ultimate authority, be- 
giving Home Rule to Ireland. Jf it had | fore which all measures relating to 
not been for the House of Lords Ireland | Wales came, was the House of Lords, 
would now have been in the enjoyment | and the Representatives of Wales in the 
of her legislative independence. They | House of Lords were the Bishops of 
had no fault to find with this House.| Wales. The Bishops had mutilated all 
This House carried « Bill for Home Rule, | the intermediate Education Acts passed 
and the majority of the country approved | in that House during the Session. The 


it, but the House of Lords refused it. 
Mr. MACARTNEY (Antrim, S.) : | 
On a point of Order, Mr. Mellor. I 
desire to ask you whether the hon. Mem- | 
ber is in Order in discussing the question | 


| County Councils of Wales, and the other 
Public Bodies, almost unanimously sup- 


| ported those schemes, and yet the House 


of Lords had set them on one side. He 
did not desire to take up the time of the 


of Home Rule on this Vote ? _Committee, but he desired to make this 

Mr. SEXTON said, he was submitting | formal protest on behalf of Wales by 
arguments why the Committee should moving to reduce the Vote by £10,000. 
disagree with that portion of the Vote | : ‘ 
which was devoted to the purposes of Motion made, and Question proposed, 
the House of Lords. When the House | “That £27,785,151 be granted iout of the 


of Lords had done that to which he had | Cyp°yjaint Fund of the United Kingdom.!— 


just referred, and when the occasion arose 

for action to be taken upon what he Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said, he 

Eoitelnns ie be the genuine re should like to say a few words on this 
is House, for an expression of opinion | ,; 

in regard to the House of Lords, and that | EPH A nt ewe yd 

action was not taken, it did seem to him | Preset this question hed been treated as 

to suggest thoughts of a gloomy character one peculiar to Ireland ; but it was not 


and grave reflections tending, perhaps, altogether an Irish question. It was a 


to suggest doubts of good faith in some | question in which the Radical Party of 
quarters, and tending, perhaps, not to the | Ireland, Scotland, England, and “Wales 


safe continuance of that solidarity which | took a keen interest. They rather felt 
had existed between their country and | that the Government had not shown 


the Liberal Party for some years past. | 
These thoughts were suggested when | 
he found that, when action might) 
have been taken, when it would have 
been open to that House to express an 
opinion iu regard to the House of Lords, 
the Liberals, or some of the Liberal 
Party, were themselves acting in private | 
concert with the chiefs and officials of | 
the Tory Party for the purpose of delay- 





ing that Vote and of calling in the 
presence of a body of Tories sufficient to 
overbear the opinion of Ireland, and the | 
opinion of that part of the Liberal | 
Party which, he ventured to say, most | 
closely reflected the feelings of the 
country. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes 32; 
Noes 53.—(Division List, No. 241.) 


Original Question put. 


Mr. HERBERT LEWIS (Flint, &c.) | 
said, he begged to move the reduction of 





any earnest desire to deal effectively 
with the question. An opportunity 
was afforded them the other day 
of most effectually, in their opinion, 
dealing with this question of the House 
of Lords by stopping the supplies of the 
House of Lords. In fact, that was the 
only constitutional method of dealing 
with a grievance of that kind. But the 
Government, instead of adopting a very 
simple method of dealing with this 
grievance, summoned the support of the 
Tory Party to defeat their own sup- 
porters, and their own plain policy with 
regard to the House of Lords. As he had 
said, this was not merely an Irish ques- 
tion, but it was also a Welsh question. 


|The House of Lords had from time to 
time mutilated every educational scheme 


with regard to Wales—in fact, that was 
about the only opportunity they had had 
of dealing with a Welsh question. But 
the Government had pledged themselves 
to deal with a much larger Welsh ques- 
tion next Session than they had hitherto 
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done: that was the great question of the 
Welsh Church, 


Tar CHAIRMAN : The hon. Mem- 
ber is not in Order: in discussing that 
question. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE ‘said, he was 
coming to the point of the Welsh Inter- 
mediate Education Schemes. That was 
the only opportunity which the House 
of Lords had had of discussing any Welsh 
question. Those schemes had had the 


unanimous support of the Welsh people | 


behind them, and the overwhelming pre- 
ponderance of the Welsh Bodies, yet the 
House of Lords had rejected or mutilated 
those schemes one after another. He 
could not allow any opportunity of this 
kind to pass without recording a most 
emphatic protest, not merely against the 
action of the House of Lords, but against 
the action of the Government in trifling 
with this question. 


Mr. E. J. C. MORTON (Devonport) 
said, he should like to say one or two 
words of earnest appeal to the Govern- 
ment on the question that they were really 
discussing now, or rather the question 
they had all of them in their minds, The 
labours of this House, the time of this 
House, which the right hon. Gentleman 


the Member for Midlothian described as | 


“the treasure of the nation,” had been 
absolutely wasted by persons sitting in 
another place, and the essence of their 
action there that night was that they all 
wanted to see that the Government 
would seriously consider this situation 
and would seriously pledge themselves 
to deal with it, The present Prime 


Minister, in the first speech he made on | 


a public platform after he became Prime 
Minister, appealed to the people of this 
country and to the Party which he led to 
give him inspiration and guidance upon 
this question. Those were his words. 
They were often taunted by their oppo- 
nents of the House with being. a com- 
posite Party, and so they were. They 
had Radicals among them, and unfor- 
tunately they had Whigs too. They had 
good men, and men who were called ofli- 
cial Liberals, 
Prime Minister was taken up by that 
portion of the Party to which they be- 
longed—this so-called official Liberal 
Party. It was not taken up by the 
Radicals or by the Labour people ;_ it 


Mr. Lloyd-George 


{COMMONS} 


That challenge from the | 


was taken up by the official, Li 
They held this meeting at. Leeds, 
after six hours’ debate they came, wi 
one special exception, to a definite 
clusion as to what they ‘somandelal 
the demand then made was. that. the 
Government should, in the present 
Parliament, introduce a Bill to em 
body the demand that the House 
of Commons should be allowed, to 
override the decision of the House of 
Lords in the same Session in which 

| conflict between the two Houses tool 
| place, What reply had they had to this? 
They had had a reply by the, Prime 
Minister, stating that the resolution of 
the Leeds Conference was worthy. of 
careful consideration, and they had had 
reply by the Secretary for Scotland, ia 
‘which he absolutely misunderstood the 
resolution of the Leeds Conference in 
stating that they were demanding a sug> 
pensory veto, : 


Tne CHAIRMAN: Order, order’! 
| The hon. Member is going into the merits 
of the question. He must confine him 
| self to the Question before the House. ” 


Mr. E. J. C. MORTON said, he 
would drop that line. He wished to 
point out that they were in this position 
at the present moment—that the official 
| Liberals of the Liberal Party distrusted 
the Government upon this one question, 
and he spoke with knowledge when he 
said that. they were not only jeopardising 
the position and strength of their Varty 
_in the country hy abstaining from making 
clear what their position was upon this 
/question, but they were, as they had 
seen that night, allying themselves with 
their own opponents in the House to defeat 
their own strongest supporters upon the 
very question as to whether they were to 
vote money to enable the House of Lords 
to continue the obstruction which the 
Government said they desired to avoid, 
| That was the issue, and they would net 
feel at all in a wrong position in fighti 
their own Leaders on this question, 
was their Leaders, and not ‘they, 
|'who had forced on this issue, and 
he believed the essential _ wisdom 
of the. situation to be representa 
by the hon. Baronet the Member for 
Cumberland when he said they could 
settle, the whole thing if only, the Go 
vernment would make an honest, and 
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nu, and definite declaration upon this 
tion before the House that night. 
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least degree due to any personal feeling, 
against the Leader of the House, | or 


Mr. DILLON said, the people of Ire- | against any other Member of the Go- 


land had been exceedingly patieut—ex- 
traordinarily patient—on this question of 
the: Honse of Lords. 
to this House on more than one occasion 
a8 to the treatment of their vountry by 
the House of Lords, aud he confessed 
that there was at present in that country 
a bitter feeling of disappointment that, 
on the second time on which a great Bill 
vitally affecting the interests of the 
of Ireland had been treated with 
contempt and contumely in another place, 
this House bad given no expression to 
the feelings of the people of England as 
regarded that treatment of the people of 
Treland. He thought that feeling was 
justified and was not unnatural in the 
minds of the people of Ireland ; and if 
the Government: had availed themselves 
of ‘some opportunity, or had given this 
House some opportunity of expressing 
its' opinion .on the action of the other 
House with regard to the Evicted 
Tenants Bill, this trouble would never 
have arisen. He would ask the House 
to consider the position in which private 
Members were placed. It was impos- 
sible for anyone to even challenge the 
verdict of that House on the ques- 
tion of the powers—as they thought, 
the most mischievous powers — of 
the other branch of the Legislature, 
until this Vote came on the other 
hight, when they seized the opportunity 
which was given to them—the only con- 
stitutional opportunity which was open 
to them—to challenge the verdict of 
this House on the conduct of the other 
House, and he ventured to say that no 
vote given by this House for many a 
long day had brought more satisfaction 
and rejoicing to the people of Ireland 
than the vote which they gave the other 
hight. That vote was a very close one ; 
and though it was in a smal! House, and 
though it was merely accidental, if there 
had been time for » larger number of the 
Tris) Members to be’ present—for it must 
be remembered the vote came on un- 
expectedly —undoubtedly the vote would 
have been defeated. ‘The Irish Members 
in this matter had a cause of grave com- 
— against the Government, though 
repeated once more that their action 
that nigut had not been directed, or in the 





vernment. So far, at least, as he was 


| himself concerned—and he thought it was 


They had looked | the feeling of man 


of his colleagues— 
the whole cause of complaint was as re- 
garded the action of the Government in 
the conduct of their business that night. 
And he thought their cause of complaint 
was a perfectly legitimate cause ‘of com- 
plaint, and he had ‘to say to the Leader 
of the House’ and to those responsible 
for the business of the House, that from 
the beginning of this long and contro- 
versial discussion, no kind of satisfaction 
whatever had been given to them. There 
was no single man responsible for the 
business of the House who had attempted 
to explain why Report of Snpply was 
withdrawn, or who had given any ex- 
planation why the intention to withdraw 
it was not communicated in a reasonable 
time to the Irish Members. From the 
beginning of this discussion up to the 
present hour no oné had attempted 
to explain why the Report of Supply 
was withdrawn. There was every reason 


| for the Government getting through with 


it. No one on either side of the 
House protested against their going on. 
It was a matter of notoriety that 
Report of Supply should have been taken 
without any prolonged discussion, or that 
if any Vote in the course of that discus- 
sion had turned out to be contentions, it 
could have been adjourned with the con- 
sent of the House until to-morrow. 
Therefore, there ‘was apparent ‘ot ‘the 
surface of what took place that night 
no conceivable motive which could be 
assumed by the Government for with- 
drawing this Report of Supply, suddenly 
and mysteriously, and at a late hour, 
without consulting their numerous sup- 
porters who had been waiting m the 
House the whole night to take. part in 
these Votes. Therefore, they were per- 
fectly justified, according to the habits 
and traditions of this House, as they 
knew them, in making the protest they 
had made. It had been put to them 
that, having made their protest, they 
should withdraw. His experience of 
that House, which extended over a rather 


|long and stormy number of years, had 


led him to the conclusion that making 
their protest aud then withdrawing their 
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Motion was the most futile course. If 
they intended to withdraw their Motion 
after making their protest, they might as 
well save their breath and not make it at 
all, because the result of that course 
simply meant that they would never 
again obtain the slightest recognition 
from the Front Bench. He did not want 
to complain of or quarrel with Ministers. 
They all knew Ministers had a great 
deal on hand and a great many 
difficulties to get round. But when 
they found that some of their own 
followers were in attendance for the 
discussion of a particular Vote, when 
their convenience was set at nought, and 
when they were treated as they were 
treated that night, if they made their 
protest and then withdrew it, the result 
would be that they would never be again 
consulted in the slightest degree. That 
was not the practice of the Irish Party, 
and he trusted it never would be. They 
had shown through two long years that 
they could support a Government and 
hold their tongues when they were given 
fair play, and they would support the 
Government, so long as they got fair play, 
as loyally as any other portion of their 
supporters. They could either remain 
silent or they could talk ; but he trusted 
that as in the past the Irish Party, when 
they had to fight against all Front 
Benches and all Parties in that House, 
even when they were: not in large num- 
bers, had shown that they could not be 
treated as a negligeable quantity, they 
would show that they could not be treated 
so now. He had never been engaged in 
any protest that he had not seen out to 
the bitter end, and he would do the same 
in the present case unless some satis- 
factory explanation was given. 

Mr. DALZIEL said, the Members of 
the Government now upon that Beneh 
must recognise that there was suspicion, 
not only upon the opposite side of the 
House, but upon that side of the House 
with regard to the intentions of the Go- 
vernment in respect to the House of 
Lords. It had been very simply told 
that night by the hon. Member for Cum- 
berland, and that was that if the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer would simply 
say that next Session the Government 
intended to introduce a Bill which should 
deal with the veto of the House of Lords 
everyone would be perfectly satisfied, and 


Mr. Dillon 


{COMMONS} 





they would go home to bed. He did 
think that was a very extravagant 
tomake. He had no doubt whatever that 
the majority of hon. and right hon. Gen 
tlemen felt as strongly as they did about 
the House of Lords ; but what they said 
was that, as a Government, they had had 
no declaration whatever from them as te 
what their policy was to be. They knew 
what the opinions of the right hon. Gen- 
tleman the Member for Newcastle were ; 
they knew what the opinions of the 
Home Secretary were. They knew they 
were strongly antagonistic to the House 
of Lords, but they had had no declara- 
tion from the Government as a Govern 
ment. All they had bad from the Prime 
Minister up to the present time, in reply 
to the resolution of the Leeds Conference, 
was a note stating that it was certainly 
a question requiring the greatest con 
sideration. That was not enough. In 
a day or two that House would adjourn, 
and they would not meet again, in the 
ordinary course of things, until the 
middle of January next year, and during 
the whole of the Autumn there was not 
a single supporter of the Government 
who could say on authority that the Go 
vernment he supported was going to take 
action with regard to the House of Lorda, 
What some of them were inclined to be 
lieve was that the Government, as a 
Cabinet, were pledged to come 
a definite decision as to their policy 
in regard to the House of Lords, 
If that was so, the sooner they knew it 
the better, and if they were determined 
to deal with the House of Lords, as per 
sonally he believed they were, he 
thought it was for the advantage not 
only of that House, but for the ad 
vantage of the Party generally that 
they should know once for all what 
that policy was to be. That was not 
a great demand to make upon them. The 
Government had told them they were 
going to introduce a Welsh Disestablish- 
ment Bill and other Bills next Session, 
and surely, taking all the circumstances 
of the case into account, it was not & 
great demand they were making. They 
had made declarations with regard 
these other Bills, and if they would also 
make a similar declaration that a Bill 
dealing with the veto of the Houseof 
Lords would also be included in the 
Ministerial] programme they would be 
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satisfied, That was the demand they 
Je. That was the desire of the action 
en that night, and whether the Go- 
vernment made a declaration to-night or 
not, he hoped they would see before very 
long that if they were to expect un- 
swerving support from their followers on 
that side of the House, they must let 
them know whether they intended to deal 
with this question of the House of Lords. 

Sir W. LAWSON said, he wished 
to point out to the Committee 
that this demand for a _state- 
ment of what really was going to 
be done with the House of Lords did 
not come alone from them, who might be 
supposed to be the extreme Radicals, but 
that it came from the whole Party, so to 
speak. He would quote one sentence 
which would prove that from an article 
in. The Speaker of last week. He 
supposed The Speaker was a Radical 
Paper. He had always looked upon it 
asa paper which substantially expressed 
the opinions which he himself held. 
The Speaker, in its article, said— 

“The duty of the Government is now set 
| aang before them, It is they who must now 

rect the character of the policy with regard to 

the House of Lords. They have been fairly 
challenged, and if they fail to accept that 
challenge it must be at the cost of the eonfi- 
dence of their Party.” 
It could not be put plainer than that, 
Their own friends called upon them to 
make the decision, and he entreated them 
to make such a statement as would ensure 
to them the confidence of their Party—a 
confidence which they had had so long and 
so deservedly, and which if they would 
only take this step they would continue 
to have for many a long year. 

Sir W. HARCOURT said, his hon. 
Friend had asked him, on a Motion to 
reduce the Vote on Ways and Means by 
£10,000, to make a statement of the 
policy of the Government with reference 
tothe Houseof Lords. Now, surely,a more 
unreasonable demand was never made upon 
a Minister. As to the view the Govern- 
ment took on the conduct of the House 
of Lords in rejecting measures which had 
been passed by the House of Commons, 
whieh were in the opinion of the Go- 
vernment, and in the opinion of the 
majority of the Representatives of the 
people, necessary for the good of the 
nation, there had never been any conceal- 
ment at all. The views of the Govern- 
ment upon that subject had been ex pressed 
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over and over again, and the Government 
intended to act upon those views. And, 
above all, they had regretted the danger 
and mischief which had. been caused by, 
the House of Lords in rejecting. those 
measures which a majority of that House 
and a majority of the people regarded as 
necessary for the welfare and peace of 
Ireland. On that point the Government 
had never withheld their opinions, and 
they had expressed them as clearly as 
they could. The hon. Member had 
alluded to the pledges made by the 
different’ Members of the Govern- 
ment, Well, some months ago 
he had the opportunity of making 
a speech upon this subject at 
Portsmouth, and he thought he then ex- 
pressed his views of the subject pretty 
clearly, and; by those views he abided. 
But if the Government were to under- 
take matters of this magnitude and 
gravity it was necessary that the Go- 
vernment should enjoy the confidence of 
the House of Commons, without which 
they could do nothing at all, even in 
matters far less grave than this. And if 
they did not enjoy that confidence of the 
majority of the House of Commons 
which would support them in all due 
consideration of the measures which were 
necessary for so great a constitutional 
change, it would be perfectly idle for 
them to undertake the responsibility of 
such a task. That was their situation, 
and they claimed at the hands of the 
House of Commons, and he believed they 
would receive—and they must ask the 
nation from whom they received their 
mandate, the right, and the necessary 
right, to have the proper time and the 
proper manner at their discretion to bring 
forward the plan by which they proposed 
to carry out their intentions. 

*Mr. EDWARDS pressed for some 
more tangible assurance than the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had just given as 
to what the Government intended as _re- 
gards the veto of the House of Lords. 

*Mr. EVERETT, whilst admitting 
that the Irish Party had ground for com- 
plaint, pointed out that it was only by 
continuing to act in harmony with the 
present Government that Liberal measures 
could be carried. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes 32; 
Noes 53.—(Division List, No, 242.) 


G 





147 


Original Question again proposed. 

Mr. SEXTON expressed his doubts 
as to whether the proceedings of the 
Government would tend either to the 
advantage of the Liberal Party or to the 
shortening of the Session, although the 
Irish Party were as anxious as anyone to 
get away. With regard to the form of 
the action which the Government in- 
tended to take against the House of 
Lords and the time at which that action 
would be taken, they were just as wise 
as they were at the commencement of the 
discussion. He considered that the Irish 
Party had been treated by the Govern- 
ment with scorn. Whatever they might 
be prepared to suffer for their country, 
they were not prepared to submit to be 
treated with scorn, either by the Govern- 
ment or by anybody else. It was now 
two years since they had been promised 
Home Rule by the Liberal Party ; aud 
whilst the Home Rule Bill and every 
other measure which had been introduced 
for the benefit of Ireland had only been 
sent up to the House of Lords to be re- 
jected by them, the Liberal Party were 
using the political momentum supplied by 
the Irish Question to pass Bills for 
England and Scotland. The Govern- 
ment had made an arrangement with the 
Tory Party, whom they and the Irish 
Members had been sent to Parliament 
to overbear, that they should come 
down and vote supplies for the main- 
tenance of the House of Lords against 
the will of the Irish people and of their 
own supporters. 

Str W. LAWSON strongly sup- 
ported the appeal which had been 
made to the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer to make some definite statement as 
to what course the Government intended 
to take in order to establish the pre- 
dominance of the House of Commons 
over the House of Lords. 

Sir W. HARCOURT; Perhaps I 
may be allowed to point out that there is 
no Motion before the House. 

Mr. SEXTON : I intended to move 
to report Progress, and ask leave to sit 

in. I will do so now. 

Tue CHAIRMAN : I must point out 
to the hon. Gentleman that as he has 
already moved to report Progress he is 
not entitled to do so again. 

Dr. TANNER: Then, Sir, I move 
that you do report Progress and ask 


leave to sit again. 


Navy and Army 


{COMMONS} 
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Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“ That the Chairman do report Progress, 
and ask leave to sit again.”—(Dr, 
Tanner.) . 


Sir W. HARCOURT : If hon. Gen- 
tlemen insist on pressing this Motion I 
shall not feel myself justified any longer 
in opposing it. I may say that nothing 
has been further from my thoughts than 
to be discourteous or unconciliatory to 
any hon. Member, and I entirely disclaim 
any such intention. With regard to the 
request of the hon. Baronet (Sir W. 
Lawson), that I should make some state- 
ment as to when the Government intend 
to assert the predominance of the House 
of Commons over the House of Lords, I 
submit that it is unreasonable to ask me 
to make such .a statement at this hour in 
the morning (3.45). I can only repeat that 
the policy which the Government have 
adopted is the policy which was laid . 
down by the late Prime Minister (Mr. 
Gladstone) in the last speech whieh he 
delivered in this House. To that policy 
the Government intend to adhere, but 
they must be left to determine the 
manner in which and the time at which 
they will endeavour to carry it out. I 
feel that under the circumstances I should 
not be justified in offering any further 
opposition to the Motion to report Pro- 
gress. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Committee report Progress; to sit 
again To-morrow. 


LAND ACTS (IRELAND). 

Report from Select Committee, with 

Minutes of Evidence and an Appendix, 
brought up, and read. 

Report to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed. [No. 310.] 


NAVY AND ARMY EXPENDITURE, 
1892-3. 
Resolution reported, and agreed to— 
[See Vol. 28, page 1598.] 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of the 16th instant, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker adjourned the House 
without Question put. 


“House adjourned at Four o'clock 
in the morning. 





Sa? MBBS BOS mT 


— 


FRSEneSSS TR aS SSS 


Alien 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 


Tuesday, 21st August 1894.' 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS BILL.—(No. 220.) 
Returned from the Commons with the 


Amendments agreed to. 


TRAMWAYS (IRELAND) BILL, 
Read 1* ; and to be printed. (No. 223.) 


CANAL TOLLS AND CHARGES PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER (No. 6) (RIVER 
LEE, &¢.) BILL.—(No. 211.) 

Read 3* (according to Order), and 


passed. 


BUILDING SOCIETIES (No. 2) BILL. 
(No. 222.) 

Read 3* (according to Order), with 

the Amendments ; further Amendments 


made; Bill passed, and returned to the | ® 


Commons. 


>» STATUTE LAW REVISION BILL [4.1.}. 


(No. 161.) 
Commons Amendments considered 
(according to Order), and agreed to. 


LAND ACTS (IRELAND). 
Message to the House of Commons 
for copy of the Report, &c. of the Select 
Committee on. 


House adjourned at a quarter before Five 
o'clock, to Thursday next, a 
quarter past Four o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, 21st August 1894. 


QUESTIONS. 


CHURCH DISESTABLISHMENT IN 
SCOTLAND. 

Mr. CROMBIE (Kincardineshire) : I 
beg to ask the Secretary for Scotland 
whether Her Majesty’s Government, con- 
sidering that they have found themselves 
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unable to implement the promise con- 
tained in Her Majesty’s Gracious Speech 
to introduce during the present Session a 
measure dealing with the Established 
Church in Scotland, will adopt the Bill 
brought in by the hon. Member for the 
College Division of Glasgow ? 

Tue SECRETARY ror SCOT- 
LAND (Sir G. Trevetryan, Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) : The Government approves 
of the proposal contained in Sir Charles 
Cameron’s Bill for putting an end to the 
Establishment of the Church of Scotland, 
and for dealing with its endowments. 
They regard it as a measure which pro- 
vides in a just and equitable manner for 
the settlement of this important question, 
and as one framed upon lines on which 
legislation might be expected to proceed. 

Mr. HOZIER (Lanark, S.): May I 
ask whether the Government are going 
to adopt that Bill? That is the ques- 
tion. 

Sir G. TREVELYAN : I must con- 
fine myself to the answer which I have 
iven. 

Mr. HOZIER : That answer does not 
answer the question. 

Sir G. TREVELYAN: No, Sir; 
but 


[The answer was not finished. ] 


SCART HELY VOTERS’ LIST. 

Mr. WEBB (Waterford, W.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether some 20 
householders on the Scart Hely property 
(County Waterford), in Chancery, have 
lately been objected to on the Voters’ 
List because their rates were not paid ; 
and, if so, whether the Chancery Receiver 
or caretaker is to blame ? 

Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
IRELAND (Mr. J. Morey, New- 
castle-upon-Tyne): I am informed that 
the Chancery Receiver is not responsible 
in this matter, as he paid all rates for 
tenants under £4 valuation on the estate 
in question, on the 21st November last, 
Payment was made to the rate collector, 
and the Local Government Board have 
been directed to inquire whether there 
has been any default on the part of any 
of the Union officials. 


ALIEN IMMIGRATION. 
Cotoner HOWARD VINCENT 
(Sheffield, Central): I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade what 
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authority there is for the assertion, in the 
Alien Immigration Return for July, that 
the 23,347 European aliens, who have 
arrived at 26 eastern ports of Great 
Britain since Ist January, have not come 
to this country for settlement ; how many 
of them have been identified as having 
emigrated ; and if he can state how many 
British sailors have been displaced from 
their employment by the influx of 6,161 
foreign sailors since the lst of January ? 

Tue PRESIDENT or raz BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. Bryce, Aberdeen, S.): 
No such assertion as the question sug- 
gests is, in fact, made in the Alien Immi- 
gration Return for July. Of the 23,347 
aliens there mentioned, a certain number 
remain in this country, and a certain 
number return to the Continent of 
Europe, or proceed to various other 
places abroad, It is not possible to 
state precisely how many of the arrivals 
belong to each of these classes; but 
the Statistical Tables and Report of 
Immigration and Emigration for 1893 
(No. 90 of Session 1894) describe the 
various deductions which have to be 
made from the gross figures of arrivals 
in order to estimate the probable number 
of those who remainhere. I know of no 
information going to show that British 
sailors are displaced by foreign sailors. 

Coroner HOWARD VINCENT 
asked whether the right hon, Gentle- 
man had seen the statement in the Re- 
port, to the effect that there was a large 
emigration of foreigners from _ this 
country ; and whether those foreigners 
who were alleged to emigrate consisted 
of those pauper emigrants whose coming 
into this country did so much harm to 
particular trades here? He would also 
ask the right hon. Gentleman whether 
he had read the statement in The Labour 
Gazette, edited by his Department, to 
the effect that in all ports, and especially 
in the Eastern ports, the supply of sailors 
was in excess of the demand, thereb 
showing that a large number of British 
sailors were out of employment ? 

Mr: BRYCE said, the statement in 
The Labour Gazette did not bear the 
construction put upon it by his hon. 
Friend, but, in fact, was entirely different 
from it. 

CotoneL HOWARD VINCENT : 
I beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Trade how many of the 21,337 aliens 
arriving since 1st January at the eastern 
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ports of Great Britain, alleging that 
they were going to America, have been 
refused a passage by the United States 
Consuls at Liverpool, Southampton, and 
Queenstown, or by the Steamship Lines, 
on the ground of unfitness to enter that 
Republic, or have been subsequently 
denied admission by the Board of Super- 
vision in New York; and why those 
thrown back on Great Britain as un- 
worthy to take up their abode in 
America are not accounted for in the 
Alien Immigration Return for July, 
which cannot otherwise be accurate ? 

Mr. BRYCE: I have no information 
respecting the number of foreign 
emigrants to the United States refused 
passage or rejected during the current 
year; but in 1893 the number of such 
emigrants sent back to the United King. 
dom was only 99 out of 64,000 emigrants 
vid United Kingdom, or about 4 per 
1,000, so that the accuracy of the 
Monthly Immigration Return can hardly 
be at all affected by this cause. The 
hon. Member will find full details on the 
subject in the Immigration and Emigra- 
tion Report for 1893, to which I have 
just referred him, and he will also there 
find that the number of emigrants sent 
back to the United Kingdom from the 
United States was included in the year's 
Return of immigration into the United 
Kingdom from non-European countries. 

CotoyneEL HOWARD VINCENT: 
But the Board of Supervision was only 
quite recently established in New York, 
and since that time several hundreds 
have been rejected. 

Mr. BRYCE: That Return if referred 
to will be found to include those who 
were sent back. The Board of Super- 
vision has been established for some 
time. 

Mr. TOMLINSON (Preston) : Does 
the Return include those who were not 
allowed to land, or only those who were 
landed and sent back ? 

Mr. BRYCE:. Our information is 
obtained from the Steamboat Companies, 
and, therefore, includes both classes. 


THE LATE SIR ROBERT SANDEMAN, 
Mr. MACDONA (Southwark, Rother 
hithe): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for India whether any Despatches 
or Reports made by the late Sir Robert 
Sandeman, K.C.S.1., Governor General's 
Agent for Baluchustan, on the subjectof 
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the North Western Frontier of India, either 
to the Home or Indian Government, can 
be made available for the information of 
Members ? 

Tus SECRETARY or STATE 
york INDIA (Mr. H. H. Fow ter, 
Wolverhampton, E.): There are some 
letters on this subject communicated by 
Sir Robert Sandeman to the Government 
of India, but they are of a confidential 
character, and it would not be in the 
public interest to publish them. 

Mr. MACDONA: Is there any letter 
of the 20th of July, 1882, and would 
permission be granted to see it with 
a view to its use in a book of 
memoirs ? 

Mr. H. H. FOWLER: Any re- 
quest to inspect the letters for the 
purpose of the compilation of a book of 
memoirs should be addressed to me 
privately. Iam always willing to give 
assistance, wherever possible, by allow- 
ing inspection of letters for such an 
object ; but when I am questioned in the 
House, I can only deal with the matter on 
public grounds, 


DUBLIN TELEGRAPHISTS’ SPECIAL 
ALLOWANCES. 

Mr. D. SULLIVAN (Westmeath, 8.): 
Ibeg to ask the Postmaster General 
whether he is aware that eight Dublin 
telegraphists received 12s. per diem 
allowance for 15 days’ duty while at 
Kylemore in August, 1892, in connection 
with the Naval Manceuvres; and that 
the same allowance was also given in 
1891 to a Dublin telegraphist at Kings- 
town, also in connection with Naval 
Manceuvre duties ; whether it is now his 
intention to reduce the allowance hitherto 
given from 12s. to 3s. per day; and, if 
so, for what reason; whether those 
Dublin telegraphists, who have recently 
been on Naval Manceuvre duty, are being 
compelled to furnish, against their will, 
a 3s, per diem claim in addition to the 
claim at the higher rate warranted by 
precedent and circumstances ; whether 
it is by his instructions that these tele- 
graphists are being forced to furnish two 
distinct claims, one of which they do not 
voluntarily make, and which, although 
compulsorily signed by them, is not their 
claim ; and whether he will instruct the 
Dublin Local Authorities to submit for 
his. consideration the claim for 12s, 
which these telegraphists make, without 
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compelling them to furnish an ac- 
count which they do not voluntarily 
make ? 

Tue POSTMASTER GENERAL 
(Mr. A. Morey, Nottingham, E.): I 
find that at Kingstown in 1891, and at 
Kylemore in 1892, a subsistence allow- 
ance of 12s. a day was paid ; but the cir- 
cumstances were entirely exceptional, 
both places being crowded with visitors, 
and the price of lodgings being very 
high. There is no intention to reduce 
allowances. What was done on the 
occasions in question was to raise them 
to meet a special necessity. As to the 
latter part of the hon, Member’s ques- 
tion, no instructions have been given, or, 
indeed, are necessary. The telegraphists 
know what will be paid, and if they 
claim more (which I think is scarcely 
likely) they will, of course, be asked to 
amend their claims. 


TRAWLING IN BANTRY BAY, 


Mr. GILHOOLY (Cork Co., W.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland whether his 
attention has been called to the injurious 
effect trawling in Bantry Bay has on the 


fishing industry, and whether he will 
take any steps to abolish it ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: The Inspectors of 
Fisheries held a local inquiry in May last 
into the question of trawling in Bantry 
Bay, and, as a result of the inquiry, have 
made a by-law prohibiting trawling 
within certain limits in the Bay. The 
by-law has been submitted for the ap- 
proval of the Lord Lieutenant in 
Council. 


WETHERBY CHURCH SCHOOLS. 

Mr. TALBOT (Oxford University) : 
I beg to ask the Vice President of the 
Committee of Council on Education 
whether he will re-consider the case of 
the Church schools of Wetherby, York- 
shire, in which considerable alterations 
are required, and extend the period 
within which sach alterations must 
be completed, as it appears that 
delays for which the managers are not 
responsible have occurred in the approval 
of the necessary plans ? 

Tue VICE PRESIDENT oF THE 
COUNCIL (Mr. Actanp, York, W.R,, 
Rotherham): These schools are to be 
rebuilt on a new site, and the plans for 
the new school were approved last month. 
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If the new buildings are put in hand at 
once and completed with reasonable 
despatch, the grant will be continued to 
the old school until the new one is ready. 
I should, perhaps, add that the delay in 
submitting plans was not caused by the 
Department, but was apparently due to 
local circumstances. 


WORKHOUSE INFIRMARY NURSING 
ASSOCIATION. 

Mr. TALBOT: I beg to ask the 
President of the Local Government 
Board whether he is aware that a trained 
nurse was dismissed from the Bedford 
Workhouse Infirmary on 21st July, on 
the alleged ground that she belonged to 
the Workhouse Infirmary Nursing Asso- 
ciation, and that the Local Government 
Board wrote to the said Association in 
April, 1889, stating that in future they 
would be prepared to sanction without 
further inquiry the appointments of nurses 
who are recommended by the Workhouse 
Infirmary Nursing Association ; whether 
the Local Government Board Inspector, 
Mr. W. Augustus Peel, was present at 
the meeting of the Bedford Guardians on 
4th August, and remarked that the said 
Association was “ like any other Registry 
Office. One might find a good servant 
or a bad one”; and whether he will do 
his best to prevent the discouragement of 
an Association which the Board have re- 
cognised as an efficient agent in the work 
of nursing the sick poor ? 

Tue PRESIDENT or tae LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Sxaw- 
Lerevre, Bradford, Central): I have 
communicated with the Guardians of the 
Bedford Union, and am informed by 
them that the nurse referred to had ex- 
pressed a distaste for some of her duties, 
and had informed the Visiting Committee 
that she would be primarily the servant 
of the Workhouse Infirmary Nursing 
Association, whose orders she would be 
bound to obey under penalties in prefer- 
ence to any orders of the Guardians, and 
that the Guardians under these cireum- 
stances deemed it undesirable to apply to 
the Local Government Board for sanction 
to her appointment. It is the case that 
the Board have intimated that they will 
not deem it necessary to make inquiries 
with regard to nurses recommended by 
the Association prior to sanctioning their 
appointments. I am informed by Mr. 
Peel that if it is suggested that he has 
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discouraged applications to the Associa- 
tion, this is not the case. He informed 
the hon. Secretary of the Association in 
1890 that he would be happy to bring the 
Association under the notice of Boards of 
Guardians in his district, and he has done 
this on numerous occasions, with the 
result that the Guardians have appointed 
nurses recommended by the Association, 
The Local Government Board fully 
realise the assistance which has been 
rendered by the Association in connee- 
tion with the provision of nurses for sick 
poor in workhouses. 


THURSO SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 


Dr. CLARK (Caithness): I beg to 
ask the Secretary for Scotland whether 
he is aware that the Commissioners of 
the Burgh of Thurso have purchased at 
considerable cost a site for a public 
slaughter-house, in order to remedy the 
insanitary state of things that presently 
exists in connection with private 
slaughter-houses ; and will he explain 
why the Board of Supervision is pre- 
venting the public slaughter-house from 
being erected, although the Commis- 
sioners unanimously consider the site to 
be most suitable ? 

Sir G. TREVELYAN: A Petition 
having been lodged with the Board of 
Supervision in terms of Section 30 of 
the Public Health Act, against the 
resolution of the Local Authority to 
permit slaughtering in the building in 
question, the Board caused inquiry to be 
made on the spot by their Inspecting 
Officer, and, on his Report, which set 
forth that the site was in the near neigh- 
bourhood of inhabited houses, they held 
that the consent of the Local Authority 
ought not to have been given. On the 
request of the Local Authority, they 
subsequently re-considered the matter, 
but were unable to reach another con- 
clusion. The obvious policy of the 
section in question is to discourage 
slaughtering within populated areas, and 
the Board, except in very special cir- 
cumstances, have uniformly given effect 
to that policy. 


CARROLL, OF SLIGO. 
Mr. P. A. M‘HUGH (Leitrim, N.): 
I beg to ask the Postmaster General 
whether he is aware that Carroll, who 
has been dismissed from the office at 
Sligo, had been employed over 20 years 
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in the Post Office, and that up to the 
beginning of the present year, when he 
is alleged to have given way to ebullitions 
of temper, he bore an excellent character ; 
whether he is aware that since his dis- 
missal Carroll has received testimonials 
of the highest kind as to his personal 
character, and his fitness for the office he 
held, from gentlemen of different creeds 
and politics, including clergymen, Magis- 
trates, and Members of Parliament, all of 
whom have known him personally for 
years ; whether the Postmaster of Sligo 
gave Carroll a high testimonial as to 
character subsequently to Carroll’s dis- 
missal ; whether he is aware that Carroll, 
after over 20 years’ faithful and wearing 
service in the Post Office Department, is 
now destitute; and will he have this 
ease re-considered, with a view to having 
Carroll reinstated or pensioned ? 


Mr. A. MORLEY: I have looked 
into this case, and I admit that there are 
special and peculiar features connected 
with it. I am considering carefully what 
steps may be taken to enable me to lay 
the facts before the Treasury with a 
view to their sanctioning a superannua- 
tion allowance. 


THE GOVERNOR OF BORSTAL CONVICT 
PRISON. 


Viscount CRANBORNE (Roches- 
ter): I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department whether his at- 
tention has been called to the case of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Plummer, the Governor of 
Borstal Convict Prison, whose emoluments 
were reduced by the Treasury by £50, 
under Section 6 of the Superannuation Act 
of 1887, upon his acceptance of his present 
appointment ; and whether, in view of 
the fact that this gentleman has been 40 
years in Her Majesty’s service, and the 
unexpected nature of the diminution of 
the reward upon which he counted, this 
decision will be re-considered ? 

Tur SECRETARY or STATE ror 
tHE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. 
Asquitrn, Fife, E.): The difference in 
Colonel Plummer’s emoluments occa- 
sioned by his appointment to Borstal is a 
very disputable matter ; but if he suffered 
any loss the first year, it will be made up 
by the succeeding year’s increments. 
The Treasury, thinking that the first 
year he would lose £7 4s. by the ap- 
pointment, made him a special allowance 
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of £9 in respect thereof. I am afraid I 


cannot re-open the matter. 


THE CASE OF H, BULLINARIA. 
Viscount CRANBORNE : I beg to 
ask the Civil Lord of the Admiralty 
whether his attention has been called 
to the case of Mr. H. Bullinaria, and 
anything can 


whether be done to 
meet it ? 

Tae CIVIL LORD or raz ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr. E. Roserrson, Dundee) : 
My attention having been called to this 
case by the noble Lord, I directed that a 
Report should be called for from the 
Yard, It appears that Bullinaria was, 
during the whole of his illness, an inmate 
of Brompton Hospital for Consumption 
and a Home at Sandgate. It was, there- 
fore, not practicable for the medical 
officer of Chatham Yard to visit him ; but 
as the authorities of the hospital certified 
that he was suffering from phthisis, and 
in view of his age (54) his return to work 
was considered hopeless, and his case was 
forwarded to the Treasury for super- 
annuation. 


MILITARY BANDS AT POLITICAL 
MEETINGS. 


Mr. D. SULLIVAN: I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for War whether 
he is aware that on Wednesday, 15th 
August, the members of the Blandford 
Constitutional Club Primrose League, on 
their excursion to Sherborne, were met at 
the station by the band of the G Com- 
pany, First Battalion Dorset R.V., and, 
headed by the band, proceeded to the 
place of meeting ; and what steps he pro- 
poses to take to prevent such violations 
of the Rules and Regulations made by 
him regarding the use of Military Service 
bands at political Party meetings ? 

THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
To THE WAR OFFICE (Mr. Woopatt, 
Hanley) (who replied) said: The officer 
commanding at Dorchester reports that if 
the band of G Company, First Volunteer 
Battalion Dorset Regiment played on the 
occasion as stated it was without the per- 
mission of the officer commanding the 
battalion. Inquiries are being made, and 
should the facts prove to be as stated, 
further steps will be taken in conformity 
with the Regulations on the subject. A 
telegram which has just been received 
states the band in question did not play 
at any national meeting, but met a train 
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from Bradford, and accompanied the ex- 
cursionists to the Dighy Hotel, by per- 
mission of the officer commanding the 
Sherborne Compuny of Volunteers. 
They also played in uniform during the 
lunch. There are still some matters in 
connection with this which will have to 
be inquired into. 


NORTH BEHAR CADASTRAL SURVEY. 
Mr. HENNIKER HEATON (Can- 
terbury) : I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for India whether he is aware that 
in certain portions of North Bebar the 
ryots have combined with the zemindars 
to express their strong objection to the 
cadastral survey, their entire satisfaction 
with existing arrangements, and their 
dread of the exactions of the survey 
officials ; and whether the Government 
of Bengal can be requested to arrange 
that the survey shall not be enforced in 
these villages ? 


Mr. H. H. FOWLER: I am not 


aware of the particular circumstances to 
which the hon. Member refers ; but [ see 
no reason for directing that any villages 
should be withdrawn from the scope of 
the survey, whick have been decided upon 


after the fullest consideration. 


GENERAL POST OFFICE, DUBLIN. 

Cotonet NOLAN (Galway, N.): On 
behalf of the hon. Member for the St. 
Patrick’s Division of Dublin, I beg to ask 
the Postmaster Geveral will he appoint 
a postal staff at the important Post Office 
in College Green, Dublin, to perform the 
postal work there? I beg further to 
ask the right hon. Gentleman whether 
he has received two Memorials signed by 
the sorting force at the General Post 
Office, Dublin, one asking for the aboli- 
tion of the “triple duty arrangement,” 
the other asking for an increase of risk 
allowance to registered letter duties and 
the establishment of risk allowances to 
other specified duties ; if so, what answer 
is he prepared to give them? Thirdly, 
I have to ask the right hon. Gentleman, 
is he aware that the authorities at the 
General Post Office, Dublin, are in the 
habit of instructing the staff to attend 
for extra duty, and during its perform- 
ance dismiss them at such hours as 
nullifies their claim to overtime pay- 
ment; who authorised such instructions 
to be given to the staff; is the Dublin 
Department determined to establish an 
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anuual three duties per day, and require 
an aggregate daily duty of nine h 
which is spread over a working ana 
17 hours, without overtime payment; 
and is he aware that over 1,000 Dublin 
daily papers were recently delayed for 
two days, amongst the number bei 
The Irish Times, Freeman's Joursdl 
Daily Express, and General Advertiser? 
And, finally, I wish to ask, is he aware 
that the supervising clerks performing 
overtime in the Post Office, Dublin, 
without receiving pay have recently been 
compelled to work 52 hours in the six 
days instead of 374 hours in five days of 
the week, as laid down in the Raikes 
Scheme, and will he now order that they 
be paid ; that this class is below its 
standard number, and that officers en- 
titled to this promotion have declined to 
accept the same in consequence of the 
treatment supervising clerks as a rule are 
subjected to; and that the existing 
vacancies were created by the resigna- 
tion of officers on this class; was it in 
accordance with his instructions that 
Messrs. Sheridan, Saunderson, and 
Forrest, attached to the Controller’s im- 
mediate offices, were compelled to attend 
in the windows of the Hotel Métropole 
on a Sunday to watch if any officers of 
the sorting force left the Post Office 
building for the purpose of obtaining re- 
freshments at an adjacent public-house; 
and, in view of the fact that these 
officers would feel grateful if relieved 
of any similar duty in future, as the De- 
partment provides refreshments in the 
Telegraph Branch for its officials, would 
he kindly sanction the erection of a re- 
freshment bar for the convenience of the 
sorting force ? 

Mr. A. MORLEY : The question of 
providing for the duties of the Post 
Office in College Green, Dublin, will be 
considered in connection with the scheme 
for the revision of the Sorting Office, 
Dublin General Post Office, which, as I 
informed the hon. Member in this House 
on the 31st ultimo, cannot be completed 
satisfactorily until after the opening of 
the new Parcel Sorting Office. In reply 
to the second question, I have to say that 
the Memorials in question were duly re 
ceived. Upon the subject of abolishing 
the “triple duty arrangement,” I must 
refer the hon. Member to my answer 
his question of the 4th of December last. 
Upon the other questions raised inquiry 
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is being made, and I will furnish the 
hon. Member with a reply directly I am 
in a position to do so. 

Coronet NOLAN: Will the right 
hon. Gentleman agree, either personally 
or through one of the officials in Dublin, 
to receive a deputation, under the same 
conditions as he stated apply to his re- 
ceiving a deputation in England ? 

Mr. A. MORLEY: Yes, the Rule 
applies equally to England and to 
Ireland. 


CHANNEL ISLANDS MAIL SERVICE. 

Mr. PIERPOINT (Warrington): I 
beg to ask the Postmaster General 
whether he is aware that letters arriving 
in London by the Channel Islands mail 
ator about 6.30 p.m. are not delivered 
till the next day ; whether arrangements 
can be made for delivering them on the 
evening of arrival ; and whether letters 
for the Provinces from the Channel 
Islands are forwarded by the night or 
midnight mails, or are kept in London 
until the next day mail ? 

Mr. A. MORLEY: Although the 
train in connection with the mail 
packets from the Channel Islands is due 
at Waterloo about 6.30 p.m., it rarely 
arrives at that hour. According to a 
Return for the period since the Ist of 
July, the average hour of arrival has been 
7.44 p.m. Under these circumstances, 
it is impossible to include the letters for 
London in the last deliveries the same 
day, except in the East Central District. 
As regards letters from the Channel 
Islands for the Provinces, many of these 
letters do not circulate through London 
at all, but those which do so circulate 
cannot be included in the ordinary night 
mails despatched from the General 
Post Office at 8 p.m. They are, how- 
ever, included iu supplementary and 
midnight despatches, if they arrive at 
the General Post Office at least half an 
hour before the actual time of despatch 
of these mails. 

Mr. PIERPOINT: Assuming the 
possibility of a South Western train 
arriving at its proper time, would the 
letters be delivered in the evening ? The 
Guide says that under no possibility 
_ they be delivered till the next 

¥. 

Mr. A. MORLEY : I should not like 
to answer that question without making 
careful inquiry. 
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Mr. PIERPOINT : Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that letters posted in 
Jersey on Friday are not delivered in 
London until Monday morning ? 


[No answer was given. ] 


TRINITY NATIONAL SCHOOLS, 
PRESTON. 


Mr. TOMLINSON (Preston) : I beg 
to ask the Vice President of the Com- 
mittee of Council on Education, with refer- 
ence to Holy Trinity National Schools, 
Preston, whether, in view of the fact that 
a large fund is now being raised for the 
purpose of dealing with structural defects 
and incomplete accommodation in the 
National schools of the borough, a great 
part of which has been already raised, 
and that careful consideration has been 
given to the best mode of supplying such 
deficiencies found to exist in these 
schools, and that the only requirement 
as to which difficulty is felt is the sub- 
stitution of straight stairs for the existing 
spiral ones, which have been used for a 
considerable time without accident, and 
are believed by the managers to be safer 
than straight ones, a reasonable amount 
of time will be given for meeting this re- 
quirement, and the withholding of the 
grant will not be peremptorily insisted 
on if the stairs cannot be rebuilt by the 
end of October next ? 

Mr. ACLAND: The managers of 
this school have submitted plans, which 
have been approved, for the necessary 
alterations to the buildings, including 
the substitution of safer staircases for 
the existing spiral ones, which the De- 
partment consider dangerous for young 
children. I will consider whether a 
short prolongation of the time allowed 
for the alterations is desirable. 


HOLY 


THE BARKER CASE AT ALEPPO. 

Sir R. TEMPLE (Surrey, Kingston) : 
I beg to ask the Under Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether the 
Government will ask the British Am- 
bassador at Constantinople to use his 
good offices with the Turkish Authori- 
ties to obtain early settlement of the 
pending cause between the Barker 
family and Jed, at Aleppo, by arbitration 
or other means ? 

Tue UNDER SECRETARY of 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 





(Sir E. Grey, Northumberland, Ber- 
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wick) : Her Majesty’s Embassy at Con- 
stantinople and the Consulate at Aleppo 
have done their utmost to advise and 
assist the claimants, who, however, have 
_ unfortunately not been disposed to follow 
the advice given to them. This assistance 
is still at their disposal, if they will 
avail themselves of it. 


ABBEY SCHOOL, BUCKFAST. 

Sir R. TEMPLE: I beg to ask the 
Vice President of the Committee of 
Council on Education whether he has 
sanctioned, or will sanction, the ordinary 
annual grant to the Abbey School of 
Buckfast in Devonshire; and whether 
he will defer the proposal to establish a 
Board school at Buckfastleigh unti! 
after the coming election of the School 
Board for that district in February 
next ? 

Mr, ACLAND: The hon. Member 
is well aware that a School Board has a 
statutory prior right of supplying addi- 
tional accommodation in its own district. 
This school applied for annual grants 
last October, but, as the School Board 
thought fit to exercise their statutory 
right themselves, the application was 
necessarily refused. The Board school 
was opened iast January, and was then 
placed on the annual grant list. It is at 
present conducted in temporary premises, 
but plans have been recently approved 
for a permanent building. 


GRANTS TO SMALL SCHOOLS. 


Sir R. TEMPLE: I beg to ask the 
Vice President of the Committee of 
Council on Education whether the grants 
to schools for small populations are some- 
times withheld because the balance sheet 
shows that the school has a little money 
in hand; and, if so, whether he will 
allow such grants notwithstanding the 
existence of some moderate cash re- 
sources ? 


Mr. ACLAND: These grants are 
never withheld simply because there is 
a little balance in hand. The Depart- 
ment, in accordance with the Articles of 
the Code, carefully consider the circum- 
stances of each case. The Public 
Accounts Committee called attention to 
this matter in 1890, and it was again 
raised in the Committee this year. 

Sir E, Grey 


{COMMONS} 





Scandal. 


THE EDUCATION CODE. 


Str R. TEMPLE: I beg to ask the 
Vice President of the Committee of 
Council on Education whether there hag 
been an assurance given in Parliament 


that the increased requirements of Sche 
dule VII. in the Code would not be 
applied to existing schools ; and, if s0, 
whether class-rooms of long standing 
are occasionally condemned ? 


Mr. ACLAND : The requirements of 
Schedule VII. apply to new buildings 
and enlargements made since the Code 
of 1890. Class-rooms of long standing 
are occasionally, as has always been the 
case, condemned apart from Schedule VIL 
because they do not meet the ordi 
requirements of the Code that all school 
premises must be healthy, properly con 
structed and arranged, lighted, warmed, 
and ventilated. Of course, it has hap 
pened for many years past that not only 
old class-rooms, but the whole of an old 
school is from time to time condemned. 


Viscount CRANBORNE: Is the 
new standard applied in the case of an 
enlargement to the whole room or only 
to the addition to it ? 


Mr. ACLAND : To the new part. 


THE BIRR SCANDAL. 


Mr. WEBB: I beg to ask the Finan- 
cial Secretary to the War Office whether 
it is the fact that the two girls, Annie 
Desmond and Kathleen O’Donovan, im 
mates of the quarters in Birr lately raided 
by a masked party, have since been dis 
missed their situations at the instance of 
persons under the control of the War 
Office ; and, if so, seeing such action 
was taken before the affair was finally 
disposed of before the Courts, would he 
have any objection to state whether such 
dismissal implies any reflection upon the 
girls’ conduct and character ? 

Mr. WOODALL: The General 
Officer Commanding the district being 
of opinion that the retention by an un 
married officer of young female servants 
in barracks was not desirable, ordered 
Surgeon-Major Fox to discharge them 
This order involved no slur whatever 02 
the character of the servants, who were 
permitted to remain several days in bar 
racks after the issue of the order, 
enable them to make arrangements for 
their departure. a 
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THE CENSUS. 


Sir F. S. POWELL (Wigan) : I beg 
to ask the President of the Local Govern- 


ment Board whether he has considered ; 


the expediency of instituting a Census 
giving the numbers of the population at 
the expiration of five years from the 
Census of 1891; and whether he is pre- 
pared to propose such a Census ? 


Mr. SHAW-LEFEVRE: The ques- 
tion of the expediency of instituting a 
Census giving the number of the popula- 
tion in 1896 will he considered. 


SCHOOL ALTERATIONS. 


Mr. RADCLIFFE COOKE (Here- 
ford): I beg to ask the Vice President 
of the Committee of Council on Educa- 
tion whether he is aware that the altera- 
tious and additions to school buildings re- 
quired by the Education Department can 
in numberless cases neither be carried 
out while the schools are open nor com- 
pleted within the usual period for which 
such schools are closed for the holidays ; 
and whether he will take steps to ensure 
that the schools in question shall not 
suffer any diminution of grant by reason 
of the inability of the children to com- 
plete the full or average number of 
school attendances during the year in 
which building operations ordered and 
sanctioned by the Department are carried 
out ? 


Mr. ACLAND: The Code provides 
that if a school has been closed for part 
of the year for any unavoidable cause a 
corresponding reduction is made from the 
400 meetings required in ordinary cir- 
cumstances. This provision has always 
been found to be, and will continue to 
be, quite sufficient to meet such cases as 
those mentioned. 


FRANCHISE LAWS IN THE TRANSVAAL, 


Mr. TOMLINSON: On behalf of 
the hon. Member for the Ecclesall Divi- 
sion of Sheffield, I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whe- 
ther he can state the exact period of resi- 
dence at present necessary by the law of 
the Transvaal for a British subject to 
‘obtain the franchise there; and how 
Many persons of British origin at pre- 
oe ery the franchise in the Trans- 
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Tue UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror tue COLONIES (Mr. 8. 
Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Poplar) : The 
following I believe to be substantially a 
correct statement; but the franchise 
laws are numerous and somewhat com- 
plicated. There are two Volksraads, called 
respectively the Second and the First 
Volksraad ; all acts of the Second Volks- 
raad being subject to veto by the First 
Volksraad. The period of residence re- 
quired to entitle a person not boru in the 
Transvaal to vote for the Second Volks- 
raad is two years, for the First Volks- 
raad the period is 12 years. But it is re- 
quisite first to take out letters of natural- 
isation. The period of necessary pre- 
vious residence to enable this to be done 
was five years, but has been, I believe, 
lately reduced from five to three years. 
The new law may make other alterations, 
but we have not yet received the text. 
As regards the second question, we have 
no figures which show how many British 
residents have obtained the franchise, 
but the number, as compared to those 
still unenfranchised, cannot be great. 

Mr. TOMLINSON asked whether 
some further law had been lately passed 
enfranchising persons whose parepts 
were born in the Transvaal, but were not 
naturalised ? 

Mr. S. BUXTON said, he had not 
seen the text of the law, but he believed 
it was substantially to the effect that 
persons born of parents born in the Trans- 
vaal but not yet naturalised were en- 
franchised, but they would have to go 
through the same form of naturalisation 
as their parents. 


BRITISH RESIDENTS IN THE 
TRANSVAAL. 


Mr. TOMLINSON : I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he can inform the House how 
many British subjects are at present 
residing in the Transvaal; and how 
many foreign residents, other than 
British, there are in the Transvaal not 
being Boer citizens ? 

Mr. 8. BUXTON: There appears to 
be no very accurate information on this 
point in our possession. According to 
the last Census, taken in 1890, the Euro- 
pean population, as distinguished from 
the Native population, numbered 119,128, 
Of these, 59,334 are stated to have been 
born in the South African Republic. We 
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have no analysis of the Census showing 
the number of British, as distinguished 
from foreign, subjects in the Transvaal. 
The number of “ Englishmen” is given 
as 8,973, but of course this does not in- 
¢lude by any means all the British sub- 
jects residing there. These figures are, 
however, probably misleading, as since 
the Census of 1890 was taken, the 
British population has very largely in- 
creased. The matter is of some import- 


ance, and I will endeavour to obtain 
from South Africa more accurate infor- 
mation on the points raised. 


CRUELTIES IN CATTLE TRAFFIC. 


Mr. EVERETT (Suffolk, Wood- 
bridge): I beg to ask the President of 
the Board of Agriculture whether he has 
seen the accounts in the newspapers of 
the horrible cruelty said to be inflicted on 
cattle in Liverpool in the course of their 
unloading, and whether he will institute 
inquiries about it and stop it if true ? 

*Tue SECRETARY ro tHe TREA- 
SURY (Sir J. T. Hissert, Oldham) : 
In the unavoidable absence of my right 
hon. Friend he has asked me to give 
the following answer to this question :— 
“T have seen the reports to which my 
hon. Friend refers, and I took advantage 
of an interview which recently took place 
between the Chairman and other principal 
officers of the Mersey Docks and Harbour 
Board and myself to call their attention to 
the subject. I was informed that the 
reports in question were full of exaggera- 
tion; that the Docks Board had taken 
steps to refute them ; and that the local 
officers of the Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals would certainly 
have instituted proceedings against the 
offenders if the facts were as described. 
I need scarcely say that if I can in any 
way assist those officers to see that the 
> are humanely treated I will gladly 

0 so.” 


WAR BETWEEN CHINA AND JAPAN. 

Mr. HOZIER: I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether China has agreed, or is 
likely to agree, to respect the Treaty 
Ports in Japan as neutral ports, in the 
same way as Japan has agreed to respect 
the neutrality of the Port of Shanghai ? 

Str E. GREY: The question has not 
yetarisen. Until it does, it is impossible 
to make any statement with regard to it. 

Hr. S. Buxton 


{COMMONS} 





Exemptions. 

Mr. HOZIER: Will Her Majesty’s 
Government make a representation to 
China, in the interest of British mer- 
chants trading to the East ? 

Sir E. GREY : It is hoped that both 
belligerents will interfere with the trade 
of neutral Powers as little as possible, but 
it is most desirable that in the present 
situation the circumstances should be 
dealt with as they arise, rather than that 
too elaborate preparation should be asked 
for in advance. 


THE SCOTCH EDUCATION CODE. 


Mr. HOZIER : I beg to ask the Se 
eretary for Scotland whether he will give 
an assurance that the Inspectors of 
Schools in Scotland will be instructed 
not to examine in the increased arithmetic 
requirements of the present Code until 
the issue of the next Code, by which 
time the teachers will have had an op 
portunity of preparing for the change? 


Sir G. TREVELYAN: As I have 
already stated, instructions have been 
given to the Inspectors in examining ia 
arithmetic to make allowance for the in 
creased requirements of the present Code, 
and these were embodied in a Circular of 
16th May last. 


THE GALWAY RECORDER. 

Mr. FOLEY (Galway, Connemara); 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
Recorder of Galway has now reached 
the age of 80 years, having been called 
to the Bar in 1839; and whether he és 
able to continue to discharge the duties 
of his office ? 


Mr. J. MORLEY: There is mw 
official record of the age of the Recorder 
of Galway, though I understand he is 
80 years old. He was appointed County 
Court Judge in 1859, and no Reports 
have been received as to his inability to 
discharge his duty. He has had neither 
assistance nor locum tenens in the dis- 
charge of his ordinary duties nor duties 
as Revising Barrister during the year 
1893 or 1894. 4 


SCHOOL EXEMPTIONS. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Norfolk, S.) : I beg 
to ask the Vice President of the Com 
mittee of Council on Education whether, 
as it is not sufficient in order to claim 
total exemption from school for a child 
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to have been merely examined with 
others by sample in the Fourth Standard, 
Magistrates have power to decide in a 
eoutrary manner to that prescribed by 
the Department ; and whether a School 
Board bas no power to carry out its bye- 
laws, that a child must pass in all the 
three subjects of the Fourth Standard 
before total exemption from attendance 
can be claimed ? 

Mr. ACLAND: A School Board has 
power, and it is its duty, to summon 
all parents whose children do not attend 
school in accordance with the bye-laws ; 
but the Department has no authority to 
review the decisions of the Magistrates ? 


THE MERCANTILE MARINE, 


Mr. BUCHANAN (Aberdeenshire, 
E.): I beg to ask the President of the 
Board of Trade whether he has taken 
any, and if so what, action with regard 
to that portion of the Report of the 
Royal Commission on Labour which 
refers to seamen of the Mercantile 
Marine, and can be dealt with without 
legislation ? 

Mr. BRYCE: Yes, Sir; I decided 
some little time ago to address a Circular 
communication to shipowners, and to 
issue instructions to the officers of the 
Board of Trade with regard to such of 
the recommendations of the Royal Com- 
mission on Labour respecting seamen as 
can be properly dealt with without legisla- 
tion. [have to-day laid on the’ Table Papers 
on this subject. It is right to add that 
the Board of Trade had already to a 
considerable extent anticipated some of 
the recommendations made by the Com- 
missioners, and I gladly recognise that, 
with regard to some others, much has 
already been effected by the care and fore- 
‘thought of shipowners themselves. 


LABOUR CORRESPONDENCE IN NORTH 
WALES, 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE (Carnarvow 
&e.) : On behalf of the hon. Member for 
Flint, &e., I beg to ask the President of 
the Board of Trade whether a Labour 
Correspondent has been appointed for 
North Wales ? 

Mr. BRYCE: No, Sir; the funds at 
the disposal of the Board of Trade have 
not hitherto sufficed to enable arrange- 
ments to be made for a special Local 
Correspondent in North Wales. The 


{21 Avevst 1894} School, Walthamstow. 





170 


matter, however, is being now further 
considered, 


THE CONGESTED DISTRICTS BOARD. 

Mr. TULLY (Leitrim, 8.) : I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he can 
state if the Congested Districts Board 
have given any reply to the charges 
made in the Dublin newspapers by Mr. 
Tottenham, D.L., Glenade, County 


Leitrim, as to their administration of the 
public funds under their control ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY : Mr. Tottenham’s 
letter will be laid before the Congested 
Districts Board at its next meeting. The 
statements made in the letter have not 
yet been considered by the Board. 


ST. JOHN’S INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL, 
WALTHAMSTOW. 

Mr. A. O'CONNOR (Donegal, E.): 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department whether he has 
any objection to say on what authority 
he on Tuesday last made the statement 
that a recent inquiry by the Catholic 
authorities has resulted in a Report to 
the effect that the state of St. John’s 
Industrial School, Walthamstow, was 
satisfactory ; whether the inquiry re- 
ferred to was held in camera, without 
cross-examination, only one complainant, 
and the officials inculpated being sepa- 
rately questioned and the boys them- 
selves not interrogated; whether, as a 
fact, the inquiry resulted in establishing 
the truth of the complaints, and ina Re- 
port to the effect that the punishments of 
“ tramping ” and “ crucifixion ” had been 
administered continuously for several 
hours at a time and on several days, 
Sundays included, and, further, that the 
treatment of boys with ophthalmia was a 
matter that should be attended to and 
remedied without delay, adding that the 
poor sufferers have toremain in one corner 
of the playground without seats ; whe- 
ther the persons inculpated are still left 
in charge of the school ; and whether he 
will direct that the investigation he has 
promised shall be conducted by some 
independent authority not already com- 
mitted to a favourable Report on the 
school ? 

Mr. ASQUITH: After considering 
the allegations made against the manage- 
ment of the St. John’s Industrial School, 
Walthamstow, I have come to the con- 
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elusion that in the interest of all parties 
it is desirable that there should be an 
open inquiry by a competent and inde- 
pendent person. Under the circumstances, 
it will be better that I should abstain 
from answering in detail the other parts 
of my hon. Friend’s question. 


HIRED WRITERS AT WHITEHALL, 

Mr. MOLLOY (King’s Co., Birr): 
On behalf of the hon. Member for the 
Camborne Division of Cornwall, I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether the temporary hired writers, now 
employed in the Education Office, White- 
hall, and the Science and Art Depart- 
ment, South Kensington, who, in many 
cases, are in receipt of 1s. per hour, are 
admitted to the discharge of clerical 
work in the Public Departments without 
passing any examination through the 
Civil Service Commission, and simply by 
private patronage; whether, in some 
cases, very young men thus introduced 
are actually earning more money than 
Civil Service writers of long official ex- 
perience ; and whether he will direct 
that those who have entered the Civil 
Service in a regular manner shall be 
permitted to earn the same money as 
those who have been privately intro- 
duced ? 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT: I am in- 
formed that 10 uncertificated persons in 
the Education Department and one in 
the Science and Art Department are 
doing temporary work at 1s. per hour. 
The rates of pay assigned for such tem- 
porary work are regulated by the 
character of the work, and have no 
reference to the age or service of the 
persons entrusted with it. The rate now 
in question is given because the work is 
superior to that required of ordinary 
Civil Service copyists; and I cannot, 
therefore, give directions in the sense of 
the last paragraph of the question. 


THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


Mr. HENNIKER HEATON: I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether he is aware that a promise was 
made two years ago to fix immediately 
the permanent amount to be paid by the 
Straits Settlements towards the military 
expenditure ; what is the cause of the 
delay in settling the question; and 
whether he is aware that the Governor 
of: the Straits Settlements protested 


Mr. Asquith 


{COMMONS} 
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against the present heavy contribution ag 
being unfair and against public policy ? 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT: The settle 
ment of the rate of contribution to be 
paid by the Straits Settlements to mili: 
tary expenditure during the next five 
years has been delayed in view of the 
recent variation of the purchase value of 
silver. The question has now been 
fully considered by a Committee spe 
cially appointed for the purpose, and I 
believe that the contribution will now be 
settled on a basis which will afford 
material relief to the colony. 


Mr. HENNIKER HEATON: I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
War whether there is any immediate 
prospect of an arrangement being come 
to between his Department, the Tree 
sury, and the Colonial Office regarding 
the amount of the contribution to be 
paid by the Straits Settlements for 
military purposes; and what steps are 
now being taken to come to a decision on 
the question ? 


*Mr. WOODALL (who replied) said: 
I must refer the hon. Member to the 
answer just given by the Financial Secre- 
tary to the Treasury. 


SCOTCH SUPPLY. 

Mr. CALDWELL (Lanark, Mid): 1 
beg to ask the Chancellor of the Exche 
quer whether, considering the very short 
time available, and which is becoming 
less each Session, for discussing the 
Votes of Supply in Committee of the 
House, he will consider the expediency 
of remitting the Votes in Supply peo 
relating to Scotland to the Scotch G 
Committee, retaining the Consideration 
ov Report as at present ? 

Tue CHANCELLOR or tue EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir W. Harcourt, Derby): 
In the year 1886, when a Committee sat 
on this subject, I was myself very 
anxious that some step should be taken; 
but the proposals of the Committee did 
not have a very favourable reception 
The Committee referred to in the que 
tion applies only to Scotch business, and 
I imagine that Scotch Supply could not 
be dealt with alone. Our experiencés 
with reference to the Scotch Grand Com- 
mittee this Session have not been vey 
promising. 

Mr. CROMBIE: May I ask tt 
Chancellor of the Exchequer whether he 
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does not think that the working of the 
Seotch Committee was a distinct success ; 
and whether the only difficulty in con- 
nection with it was' not met in obtain- 
ing the consent of the House to send a 
Bill to it ? 

Sm W. HARCOURT: Yes, Sir, 
that is just what I meant. So far as I 
have been informed, I understand that 
the working of the Scotch Grand Com- 
mittee in connection with the Scotch 
Local Government Bill was a signal suc- 
cess. In the previous question I was 
asked as to the possibility of referring a 
new subject like the Estimates to that 
Committee. I cannot help remembering 
the length of time it took us to get that 
Committee appointed, and in my answer 
I referred to the difficulty we had in 
getting the reference to that Committee, 

Mr. HOZIER: Is not that exactly 
the reverse of what the right hon. Gen- 
tleman said a few minutes ago ? 

Sm W. HARCOURT: No, Sir ; it 
isexactly what I intended to say. What 
lintended to say was that our experience 
of getting the reference to that Com- 
mittee had not proved very promising. I 
forget how many days it took. 

Mr. TOMLINSON : Is it the right 
hon. Gentleman’s view that the Scotch 
Estimates are so exclusively the property 
of the Scotch Members that the rest of 
the House ought to have nothing to do 
with them ? 

Sm W. HARCOURT: I made no 
statement which would justify the hon. 
Member in ascribing such a view to me. 
I have said that the question, which is, 
of course, a very serious one, ought not 
to be dealt with in connection with 
Scotland alone, as distinct from other 
parts of the country. 


IRISH LIGHT RAILWAYS. 


Mr. ROSS (Londonderry): I beg to 
wk the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether his attention has been drawn to 
‘statement in the Great Northern Rail- 
way (Ireland) Company’s Report, that 
that Company, together with the Mid- 
land Great Western Railway (Ireland) 
Company, had made an offer to the 
Treasury of £130,000 for the Sligo, 
Leitrim, and Northern Counties Railway, 
ad that no reply had been sent to the 
offer; and whether the Treasury intend 
accept the offer ? 
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Sir J. T. HIBBERT: As the hon. 
Member is aware, there are a large 
number of separate interests which have 
tobe considered in this case, and I am sorry 
to say that the difficulties surrounding 
the question have not yet been sur- 
mounted. Iam, therefore, not yet in a 
position to announce a decision. 

Mr. ROSS asked whether this sum of 
£130,000 would be sufficient to pay off 
the capital, and whether considerable 
feeling had not been caused by the em- 
ployment of public money to compete 
with the City of Londonderry ? 

Srr J. T. HIBBERT said, that due 
regard would be had to all the interests 
concerned. The people in the locality 
through which this railway ran would, of 
course, have to be considered. 

Mr. SEXTON asked whether this 
sum of £130,000 would not still leave a 
balance due to the Treasury, and whether 
any fresh or amended offer had been 
made ? 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT said, another 
offer had been made, but as yet there had 
been no time to consider it. As a matter 
of fact, the sum was £120,000, not 
£130,000. 

Mr. ROSS: Can the right hon. 
Gentleman say when any decision is 
likely to be arrived at ? 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT : I cannot say; 


TRADE WITH BRITISH COLONIES. 


Coronet. HOWARD VINCENT: I 
beg toask the Under Secretary of State 
for the Colonies if the opinion of the 
Law Officers of the Crown has been 
taken, as promised by Lord Jersey to the 
Imperial Conference at Ottawa, upon the 
exact interpretation of Article 15 of the 
Treaty with Belgium, of 23rd July, 
1862, and Article 7 of the Treaty with 
the German Zollverein, of 30th May, 
1865, providing that articles, the produce 
and manufacture of those Foreign States, 
and all others with whom a Most 
Favoured Nation Agreement exists, shall 
not be subject in British Colonies to 
other or higher duties than those which 
are or may be imposed on similar articles 
of British origin, and what are the terms 
of their opinion as regards the conclusion 
of preferential trading relations between 
the Mother Country and the Colonies 
founded for pu of trade, between 
the Colonies of the Empire whether self- 





governing or Crown administered, be- 
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tween the United Kingdom and Her 
Majesty’s Indian Empire, and between 
India and the Colonies ? 

Mr. S. BUXTON: The opinion of 
the Law Officers has been taken on the 
question, and, in substance, is as fol- 
lows:— The general effect of these 
stipulations in regard to Import Duties, 
on the points mentioned in the question, 
is that (1) They do not prevent differ- 
ential treatment by the United Kingdom 
in favour of British Colonies ; (2) they 
do prevent differential treatment by 
British Colonies in favour of the United 
Kingdom; (3) they do not prevent 
differential treatment by British Colonies 
in favour of each other. 

Coroner HOWARD VINCENT: 
May I ask whether that opinion has 
been communicated to the self-governing 
colonies, and whether Her Majesty's 
Government will consider the advis- 
ability of putting the Mother Country on 
the same footing with respect to Colonies 
as the Colonies are on with respect to 
each other ? 

Mr. S. BUXTON: Yes; the self- 
governing colonies are aware of the fact. 
I must ask for notice of the rest of the 
hon. Member’s question. 


IRISH PRISON WARDERS, 


Mr. KEIR-HARDIE (West Ham, 
S.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland whe- 
ther two warders, named Monaghan and 
Barret, who were discharged by the Irish 
Prisons Board, have been reinstated, the 
former through an action in the Law 
Courts and the latter by a Parliamentary 
inquiry ; whether these two men had 
previously memorialised the Government, 
and were informed that their cases could 
not be re-opened ; whether the refusal of 
such re-consideration was in any way in- 
fluenced by a Report received from the 
General Prisons Board by the Govern- 
ment; whether others, who consider 
themselves to have heen unjustly treated, 
have likewise memorialised for a sworn 
investigation into the circumstances re- 
sulting in their discharge, and have been 
refused ; whether some of these men are 
at present prevented by the Prisons 
Board from obtaining employment in 
other public Departments ; and whether, 
in consideration of what has transpired 
in the cases of Monaghan and Barrett, 
and to allay the discontent that prevails 


Colonel Howard Vincent 
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in the prison service in Ireland, he will 
cause a Select Committee to be appointed 
to investigate all cases in which a swom 
inquiry has been demanded ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: Monaghan was 
dismissed from the Prisons Service on the 
finding of one of the Divisional Magis. 
trates of Dublin that he was drunk and 
incapable in the public streets. As are 
sult, however, of an action subsequently 
brought by him against the Prisong 
Board he was acquitted by a special jury 
of the charge of drunkenness, and by 
order of the Executive Government was 
thereupon reinstated in the Service and 
his back pay and allowances made good 
tohim. The hon, Gentleman is unders 
misapprehension relative to the case of 
Barrett. He resigned his position as 
prison warder by his own act in May, 
1892. It is true he wax recently offered 
re-employment in the Prisons Service, 
but the conditions which he asked to he 
attached to his re-engagement were not 
such as could be acceded to by the Exe 
cutive. I personally went into all the 


facts of this man’s case, and my decision 
was that if he were restored it could only 
be on the terms attaching to a fresh ap 


pointment. But this offer Barrett de 
clined to accept. It is true that I have 
from time to time received Memorials 
from other persous who had previously 
been in the Prisons Service and who had 
been required to resign for one causeor 
another. All such Memorials have been 
carefully considered, and 1 have seen 
sufficient ground for interfering in. the 
decisions arrived at in such cases. 


ACCIDENTS AT THE TOWER BRIDGE. 
Mr. J. ROWLANDS (Finsbury, E.): 
I beg to ask the President of the Boar 
of Trade whether he has received the ia- 
formation with regard to the accidents 
in the construction of the Tower Bridge; 
and, if so, will the Report be presented 
to the House before the end of tie 
Session ? 
Mr. BRYCE: Yes, Sir; the Repos 
has been presented to-day. 


DISCHARGES FROM WOOLWICH GOS 
FACTORY. P 

Mr. LOUGH (Islington, W.) + Lbe 
to ask the Secretary of State for Wat 
whether 14 men were discharged. from 
the Gun Factory at Woolwich on Sati 
day last, and, if so, whether aly 
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farther discharges are imminent; whe- 
ther work that might be done in the 
Arsenal is now being let out on contract ; 
and whether the fresh work which will 
be required under the new naval pro- 

me is sufficient to keep all the men 
pow engaged in full employment until 
next spring ? 

Mr. WOODALL (who replied) said : 
It is unavoidable that some men should 
be discharged from time to time, for 
want of orders, of material, or from 
other reasons ; but, as a matter of fact, 
three fitters only were discharged from 
the Gun Factory on Saturday last for 
want of work, and one from the 
Laboratory on account of ill-health. No 
such further discharges as those appre- 
hended are imminent, and it is hoped 
it, will be possible to maintain the 
personnel of the establishment up to its 
present strength during the current finan- 
cial year. 


THE EQUATORIAL PROVINCES. 
Mr. TOMLINSON : On behalf of the 
hon. Member for the Ecclesall Division 
of Sheffield, I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 


whether the French Government have 
iven any undertaking not to occupy the 

uatorial Provinces of the Nile or 
Darfur east of longitude 25 ? 

Sm E. GREY: Iam not able to add 
to the statements I have already made, 
whilst discussions are proceeding with 
the French Government. 


TRADESMEN ON HER MAJESTY’S 
SHIPS, 


Mr. KEARLEY (Devonport) : I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
whether he is aware that recently trades- 
men have been permitted to embark on 
board Her Majesty’s ships at Malta for 
the purpose of taking orders from the 
ship’s company en route for England ; 
whether any complaints have reached 
him from tradesmen in the Home naval 
ports as to the unfairness of the practice; 
and whether such is sanctiongd by Ad- 
miralty Regulations ? 

Tat SECRETARY to tae AD- 
MIRALTY (Sir U. Kay-Suurte- 
Worth, Lancashire, Clitheroe): A 
statement similar to that referred to in 
the question of my hon. Friend has been 
referred to the Commander-in-Chief in 
the Mediterranean, and his answer is to 





the effect that he has no knowledge of 
any such permission for tradesmen to take 
passage in Her Majesty's ships having 
been granted; that the practice would 
be objectionable, and should under no 
circumstances be allowed. The Admi- 
ralty are entirely of the opinion of the 
Commander-in-Chief, and have no inten- 
tion of countenancing any such prac- 
tice. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS, 
That they have agreed to,— 
Equalisation of Rates (London) Bill. 


Housing of Working Classes (Borrow- 
ing Powers) Bill. 


Merchant Shipping Bill. 


Congested Districts Board (Ireland) 
Bill. 


Juries (Ireland) Acts Amendment 
Bill. 


Expiring Acts Continuance Bill. 
Building Societies (No. 2) Bill, with 
Amendments. 


THE ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. SEXTON (Kerry, N.) : I beg to 
ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
why the Order for the Report of Supply 
taken on the 17th instant is not given 
precedence on the Agenda Paper? Con- 
siderable interest attaches to that Order, 
for upon it the Vote for the expenses of 
the House of Lords can again be dis- 
cussed, I wish to know whether the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer will con- 
sent to take the Report of Supply of the 
17th instant first ? 


Sir W. HARCOURT : The Rule, no 
doubt, is that the Report of Votes passed 
in Committee of Supply shall be taken 
according to priority. According to that 
Rule, the Order “ Supply [17th August 
Report,” ought to have precedence o 
the Order “Supply [18th August] Re- 
port.” “Supply [20th August] Re- 
port,” stands first on the Paper in 
accordance with the understanding that 
was arrived at that the Report of the 
Education Vote agreed to yesterday 
should be considered first. That under- 
standing, I think, ought to be adhered 
to, but with that exception I am quite 
ready to accede to the hon. Member's 
wish, and for that purpose I beg to 
move— 
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“That the Order of the Day, Supply [18th 
August} Report, be deferred until after the 
er of the Day, Supply [17th August] 
Report.” 

Motion made, and Question proposed, 

“That the Order of the Day, Supply [18th 
August] Report, be deferred until after 
the Order of the Day, Supply [17th August] 
Report.”—(T7he Chancellor of the Exchequer.) 

Mr. MOWBRAY (Lancashire, Prest- 
wich): Then why should not the Report 
of the lst June have precedence ? 

Str W. HARCOURT: The same 
question arises on the Diplomatic Vote 
in Supply of the 20th August. 

Mr. GRIF FITH-BOSCAWEN 
(Kent, Tunbridge): Then why put it 
down at all ? 

Sir W. HARCOURT reminded the 
hon. Member that when Supply of Ist 
June was taken it was intimated that 
a further Vote in connection with Uganda 
would subsequently be asked for, and 
that Vote was granted on the preceding 
night. The two Votes were practically 
one and the same, and the Debate on 
them could, therefore, be merged. 


CENSUS OF WELSH-SPEAKING 
POPULATION, 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE (Carnarvon, 
&c.) asked the Secretary to the Local 
Government whether he would cause 
inquiry to be made as to the grounds 
on which the Registrar General cast 
doubt on the accuracy of the Census 
Returns respecting the Welsh-speaking 
population in Wales ? 

Mr. SHAW-LEFEVRE said, that 
the Registrar General was at the head of 
an important Government Department, 
and, in the matter of the Census, acted 
under statutory authority. Under these 
circumstances, he could not officially 
make the inquiry suggested by his hon. 
Friend, but he would make personal in- 
quiries into the matter, and would com- 
municate the result of those inquiries to 
the hon. Member. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


SUPPLY—REPORT. 
Resolutions [20th August] reported. 
CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1894-5. 
Resolutions read a second time. 

First Twenty-one Resolutions post- 
poned 


{COMMONS} 





Twenty-second Resolution, 


“That asum, not exceeding £3,155,589, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March, 1895, for Public 
Education in England and Wales, including 
Expenses of the Education Office in London, 
considered. 


Tue VICE PRESIDENT or tug 
COUNCIL (Mr. Actanp, York, W.R, 
Rotherham) : The lateness of the period 
of the Session we have now arrived at, 
the amount of work we still have to 
through, and, I may add, the lateness of 
the hour at which many of us went to 
bed last night, would all of them have 
disinclined me from making any 
liminary statement at all; but it is the 
universal practice, which I believe has 
never been broken through, that some 
short statement should be made on the 
Education Vote, and if I make only 4 
skeleton of a statement to-day, I daresay 
the House will pardon the brevity of that 
which I have to say. I am asking for 
£6,500,000, which is a large increase on 
the sum asked for last year. £4,000,000 
of the sum goes to the day schools and 
evening schools, and £2,000,000 goes to 
those schools in respect of the fee grant, 
The remaining £500,000 is devoted tothe 
expenses of administration and of the 
Training Colleges. The most notable 
fact connected with the increase of the 
Estimates is that part of it is due to the 
increase in average attendance during the 
year completed on the 31st of August 
last. I have no doubt that a large part 
of that increase is due to the Free 
Education Act of the late Government. 
I can best show what that increase 
is by saying that in 1890 the i» 
crease in the average attendance was 
about 35,000 children; in 1891, 
32,000 ; and in 1892, 126,000 children. 
In preparing the Estimates for last year 
we thought that if we made provision for 
126,000 children we should be within 
the mark. But from 1892 to 1898 
the attendance bounded up to 229,000 
children, and that increase accounts 
largely for the Supplementary Estimate 
which was introduced at an earlier part 
of this year, as well as for the large i 
crease in the present Estimate. This i 
itself is very satisfactory, especially 
when we bear in mind that the percen 
of attendance per 100 children is 
increasing, as well as the average 
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ance. We find that while in 1891 out of | Spectors, will gradually introduce a more 
100 children on the Register there were | reasonable and effective method of teach- 
177 in average attendance, last year ing and training of our children. The 
there were 79°98. This rise of 2 per | more our schools can be without any in- 
cent. is very important when so large a | terference from the Department as some 
number of children are concerned. Then | of them really are now, the more effec- 
there is an increase in the attendance at | tive and admirable they will be in all 
evening schools, and we estimate this | their methods, and the less need 
year that the average attendance will be | there will be for annual visits from 
practically by 100 per cent. We believe | Inspectors. We are doing all we can to 
that the desire to carry on the education | lessen the necessity of these formal annual 
of the day schools in the evening con- | visits from Inspectors. In the evening 
tinuation scliools and the publication of | schools visits of surprise are made from 
the Evening Continuation School Code,| time to time to see how the schools 
which does everything it can to encourage | generally are going on as a whole. In 
attendance at evening schools, will justify | the infant schools this year we have tried 
this estimate of an increase from 81,000 | to develop the same system. We hope 
children to 165,000. 1 ought to say a| the time may come when the fear of the 
word about the working of the Free | annual visit by the teacher or the mana- 
Education Act. We have now 4,250,000 | ger may become much less, and when 
children on the Register as free scholars | the Department will be able to super- 
and 890,000 children still pay fees, of | sede it more than now by reasonable 
whom, roughly speaking, about 500,000 | visits of inspection from time to time to 
do not pay more than ld. a week. A consider the state of the schools as a 
certain number of Petitions for free | whole—as it appears in its ordinary 
education have been received by the De- | workaday fashion. Annual visits, how- 
partment during the year, and a con- | ever, are still considered necessary in the 
siderable number of them have been | case of a certain number of schools. 
granted. I think that there are perhaps | There is another matter I must allude to 
some places where the parents hardly yet | here, and that is that no curriculum in the 
realise what their rights under the Act | upper part of our schools is of much use 
Teally are, but I hope that by degrees they | unless we can keep the children at school 
will fully understand what the Act of | longer than is done at the present time. 
1891 really means. I do not, of course, | Above everything, those who are in- 
fora moment deny that there are a cer- | terested in national education ought to 
tain number of parents who prefer to pay | aim at persuading parents, and those who 
fees, and there are schools where fees | are responsible for the bye-laws, to ex- 
are paid because the parents desire it.| tend the years of school life. Consider 
But, as a matter of fact, the vast propor- | the enormous advantage which is pos- 
tion of children have now free education. | sessel, quite apart from natural intelli- 
As to the curriculum of the schools, | gence, by the children of our own class 
there is an excellent choice to be found | —the class of people who mostly enter 
in the Code for mauagers and teachers if | this House—through being kept at school 
they desire to extend their range or to|and at the University for at least 14 
alter their subjects. After all, the ques- | years. On the other hand, consider the 
tion of the particular subjects to be | disadvantage suffered by the children 
taken up is one to be judged by those! of working men and small trades- 
who manage the schools. The real|men, who very often receive little 
point is whether the teaching is teaching! more than seven years’ education. 
which is full of life, or merely a kind | Quite apart from natural intelligence, the 
of dry-bones instruction which has no life. | real mastery of those subjects which are 
There can be no doubt that in some of our | taught in our schools or Universities 
schools there is a great deal of cramming | must be obtained in an infinitely bigher 
—a great deal of burdening of that excel- | degree by the child who has the advantage 
lent beast of burden, the memory. What | of so large a continuance of educational 
Thope and believe is taking place is that | influences. I agree that we want the 

new generation of teachers which is | parents on our side iu this matter, and I 
growing up, helped, I trust, with the | am glad to say that I believe the more 
wdvice and assistance of the better In-| thoughtful parents are more and more 
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becoming aware that by keeping their | Whitehall, to the great improvement. of 
children at school up to 14 or 15 or 16 | all the work done from South Kensington, 
years of age, and not sending them into | I wish to say one word with reference to 
the world to labour to compete very often | teachers’ pensions. I hope the Report of 
with people who are older, they are | the Departmental Committee on this sub- 
bestowing upon them the best gift they | ject will be before the Treasury in the 
can grant, thus providing them with an | course of two or three months. We all 
admirable outfit for life. While I say | know, and we knew at the time we dig- 
that we want the parents more on our! cussed it in Committee upstairs, that 
side, I do not disguise the fact that great | when the State came to grapple with the 
responsibility in the matter lies on my | matter it would be found to be a very 
own Department, and on all the Local | expensive affair; but I understand that 
Authorities who are concerned, not to | the Report of the Departmental Committee 
delay the provision of school accommo- | will show that, if anything, the plan will 
dation where it is only beginning to be| be even more expensive than has been 
required, not to overburden the teachers, | anticipated. I have no hesitation in 
who have already a heavy task to per- | saying that if some of our smaller schools 
form, and to do everything they can to} in the country are in a state which js 
lessen the disadvantages at which the | hardly adequate for the present day it is 
children are placed in crowded parts of | partly due to the fact that the teacher has 
town and country. I regret that there | got too old for his work, and that it 
is often delay—I hope not on the part of | would be to the advantage of the teacher, 
my Department—by which children are | the school, and the children alike, that he 
kept for many months, and sometimes should receive a well-deserved pension, 
longer, out of school. We must all feel | and make room for a younger man. I 
glad that there is a steady movement | have also had under consideration the 
going on in the country for intermediate | importance of better training for pupil 
education, which will give advantages at | teachers, and of affording the highest pos- 
least to the picked children whose parents | sible education in the Training Colleges, 
can afford it to carry on their education | especially in science teaching. I have 
further than the elementary schools. | had the opportunity of meeting from 
There is no example more remarkable in | time to time some of the heads of the 
this respect than the working of the | chief Training Colleges in regard to the 
Welsh Intermediate Education Act of the | development and improvement of the 
late Government, under which 70 or 80 | curriculum in these Colleges, especiall 
cheap, popular, secondary schools are/|in science. Popular science ought, 
provided and are taken advantage of by | think, to be one of the subjects taught in 
the better-off working men, small trades-| our elementary schools, and I would 
men, and small farmers, to the great ad- | train the teachers how to deal with that 
vantage of the country. I certainly think | in an efficient way. There is one more 
that the Science and Art Department— | point with regard to the teachers I 
which is doing excellent work in various | should like to mention. It is that I think 
parts of the country—is inelastic and | the work of the teachers in schools should 
wooden, and would do well to follow the | be separated from their work outside, and 
example in the Code of 1890, introduced |I hope to bring in a short Bill dealing 
by my right hon. Friend the Member for | with the subject. There are, no doubly 
the Dartford Division of Kent, and to do | difficulties in connection with the teachers 
what they can to lessen mere examination | because of the insecurity many of os 
on paper and to substitute a form of in- | feel in being open to unreasonable 
spection for it. The first step towards | unjust dismissal. These cases occur 
that is to have adequate inspection, and | quite as much at the hands of the small 
that is what I am trying to get. I am/| School Boards as at the hands of the 
trying to substitute by degrees for ex- | managers of voluntary schools. I 
military men (who, no doubt, have done | that all good teachers should feel really 
good service in the position) a younger | safe from arbitrary dismissal, which doe 
and, I hope, a really intelligent class | occur—though seldom, I admit. I wish 
of Inspectors, who will be able to carry on | to say a few words with regard. to the 
the work of the Science and Art Depart- | improvement of the school buildings # 
ment more on the lines of the best work of | the country, what I believe is ge 


Mr. Acland 
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considered, by those who on platforms 
and elsewhere make speeches about me, 
to be the chief item the direction in which 
Ishow a prejudice against Church schools. 
I will say this—that since the two or 
three Debates which took place earlier 
in the year I think a very much more 
satisfactory modus vivendi has been 
arrived at between the Department and a 
good many of those who were dis- 
satisfied before, including a good many 
Members of tkis House who usually sit 
on the opposite side. We are all agreed 
that the condition of school buildings 
should be, both in town and country, 
as thoroughly healthy as possible. For 
the sake of the children, for the sake of 
the parents, and even more for the sake 
of the teachers, it is highly undesirable 
that the work of education should be 
carried out in premises which are in- 
sanitary and unhealthy. This is no new 
policy. I hope and believe that a more 
friendly spirit has grown up in the 
working out of this policy as between 
managers and School Boards on the one 
hand, and the Inspectors and officials 
of the Department on the other. I wish 


frankly to acknowledge this—that those 


who are most able to judge whether the 
policy of the last two years has been the 
persecution of the Church schools or not 
have spoken frankly and truly, as I 
believe, on this question. The National 
Society and its officials certainly know 
more about this matter than any single 
individual can possibly do ; and at their 
annual meeting the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, acting as their chairman, said 
that, while the Department was ruling 
over the voluntary schools with rigour, 
that fact ought to make everybody ex- 
tremely careful, both in public and in 
private, not to bring against the Depart- 
ment charges which could not be jus- 
tified. I wish a noble Lord in another 
place, and other persons who write me 
letters which no Member would think 
reasonable, would take the advice of the 
Archbishop. The Archbishop said the 
National Society had a committee which 
was on the watch most carefully, and no 
doubt it has had admirable oppor- 
tuuities to look microscopically into 
these matters and to investigate any 
complaint made against the Department. 
It was the opinion of that Committee 
that no undue pressure had been put 
upon Charch schools. I confess I rely 
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upon that—unless we become more 
severe—against a great many statements 
by individuals which have been or may 

be made. There are, of course, other 

charges, the charges of hastiness, and 

of inopportuneness. But I have said 

before, and say again, that you cannot 
have a great Department with a vast 
number of Inspectors and a considerable 
number of officials without making some 
mistakes. It is inevitable that there 
will be found in a great staff like ours 
men who have not the same tact and 
judgment as the best of those who do the 
administrative work. It is my task, and 
the task of the permanant Secretary, to. 
do everything in our power not to justify 
mistakes, but to try to remedy them. 
From what I know of our Department 
there are far fewer letters and communi- 
cations written in the old formal style 
than there were some years ago. The 
right kind of public official is the man 
who knows when a formal acknowledg- 
ment or answer is necessary, and, on the 
other hand, who knows when to give not 
only a civil, courteous reply, but a reply 
which shows that he understands the 
position of those who write to him. It 
is impossible that the head of a Depart- 
ment—I mean the permanent Secretary, 
still less myself—can see every communi- 
cation ; but I can assure hon. Gentlemen 
that I do all in my power to get Inspec- 
tors and officials to understand—many of 
them fully understand without any direc- 
tions—that correspondence on all these 
delicate and difficult matters ought to be 
carried on with a great deal of courtesy 
and sympathy. Besides trying to en- 
courage this tone and spirit, I have taken 
another step which I think is a very use- 
ful one. One of the great difficulties 
which arise in these matters of buildings 
is between the managers who understand 
the circumstances on the spot and our 
architect and his Department in London, 
It is almost impossible to change the 

present system, because our Inspectors 

are not architects; and if they were to 

attempt to give orders, to approve plans, 

and to suggest modifications up to the 

point of their approval being final, we 

should get a great muny more letters 

than now. It is absolutely essential that 

there should be an effective and able 

architect who really knows, as certainly 

our architect does, the whole of his pro- 

fession. But such a man, sitting in 
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Whitehall, may fail to understand the 
details of the local situation, so I have 
appointed a travelling architect, who, I 
am sure, from my own experience of the 
past few months, has been of the greatest 
possible service to managers and School 
Boards when they get into difficulty. I 
have from time to time sent this travel- 
ling architect to see those who were in 
difficulties about their buildings, and I 
know those who have received him will 
admit that he has been able to give 
advice about the re-arrangement of old 
buildings or about the plans and details 
of new buildings which has been of the 
highest possible service. I do not mean 
to say that this gentleman alone can go 
everywhere, but I wish to say to hon. 
Members that on any occasion of special 
difficulty I am most anxious to send this 
gentleman to clear up matters that may 
arise between the managers and our- 
selves. I have been asked a few ques- 
tions with regard to grants under 
Articles 104 and 105 of the Code. I can 
only say about that, that we consider 
these grants to small schools of the 
highest value, and they are, as we intend 
them to be used, almost essential to the 


carrying on of our small schools when in 


difficult circumstances. Nobody who 
‘has anything to do with the small 
country schools can deny that many of 
them are in great difficulties as compared 
with the large town schools. I have just 
had a Return made which will show a 
great many facts bearing on voluntary 
schools. One point it will show is that 
there is in many cases a most liberal sub- 
scription to voluntary schools. It is very 
difficult to carry on a country voluntary 
school with subscriptions of less than 10s. 
or 15s. Nearly 5,000 schools get sub- 
scriptions of more than 10s. a head; 
some of them getting over 15s., and some 
of them over 20s. a head. On the other 
hand, there are about 5,000 schools 
getting less than 5s. a head, and 
about 1,000 getting nothing at all. 
Of course, I admit that in some of these 
cases the schools have endowments, 
which render subscriptions not so neces- 
sary. About 4,000 schools receive 
between 5s. and 10s. a head. Those who 
have experience of country schools admit 
that unless you get about 10s. a head you 
are likely to get into difficulties ; and it 
is not easy to draw a distinction between 
town and country schools. Some town 
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schools can run themselves without sub- 
scriptions, but country schools can do no- 
thing of the sort. Therefore these grants 
are of great importance. Whenever the 
gaa are really needed for the purposes 
or which they are intended—for assist- 
ing the really effective work of the schools 
—they are given, They are not meant 
merely to save other people’s pockets, nor 
for building grants, nor are they intended 
to be given in any case where the popu- 
lation of either 30C or 500 is exceeded; 
and they apply alike to Board and volun- 
tary schools. I would only say that these 
questions, however few in number, re- 
ceive the most careful attention indivi- 
dually, and we never take the grants 
away except when we believe we are 
bound to do so. If there are cases of 
hardship in which hon. Members think 
that these grants have been anjustly 
withheld, such cases will always be most 
carefully revised. There is a special class 
of cases in the schools of this country 
which deserve our best attention—lI refer 
to the cases of children who are suffering 
from physical incapacity, and whose 
brains are not like those of other children, 
but who may, if they are properly treated, 
ve restored to a normal capacity. It is 
most important that all managers of 
Board schools should treat such children 
with the utmost sympathy and care. We 
have made arrangements for the special 
treatment of such children, under which 
they are to be withdrawn from the ordi- 
nary elementary schools for two or three 
years, and so treated according to 
their peculiar powers that, at the end 
of that time, where possible, they 
may be restored to the elementary schools, 
Nothing is more remarkable than the suc- 
cess which attends such a course of treat. 
ment of such children whose mental 
powersare thereby brought back to them, 
and they thus are able to return to the 
elementary schools and receive the ordi- 
nary education. With regard to the 
blind and deaf children, there is no doubt 
that the amount of £6,000 which was 
asked for in the Estimates of last year 
for their treatment will have to be in- 
creased. The Act which was passed last 
year is working admirably, and I believe 
that in a short time there will be very 
few of these cases unprovided for. With 


reference to the children whose homes . 


give them no opportunity and who are 
insufficiently provided with food, I desire 





ete seaerearp erect eseaesesewoeoseeaasst = 


=: oe 


ss @OQ™a es @ 


2Sssaele Pe = 


= 
= 


rRSETPSPOELRSEETS FESS ZS 


= 


“rR @ omar sae Sse & eZ 


ee enwrers=s Dei nseee Ter &-T TF Fw &S S 


189 Supply—Civil Services, {21 Aucust 1894} 


to express my thorough belief in the 
voluntary efforts that are being made to 
supply this deficiency. It is useless to 
expect the children to take advantage of 
the instruction given to them at the 
elementary schools unless they have food 
inside their bodies capable of sustaining 
them during the hours of teaching. Of 
course, it is possible that such a system 
may be abused; but by taking care I 
think that a stop may be put to fraudu- 
lent cases. There are a very large 
number of our teachers who are so 
conscious of the enormous importance of 
this subject that they would be at infinite 
trouble to supervise what is done, and I 
have no doubt they would be admirable 
judges as to deserving cases. But there 
is another form of helping these chil- 
dren. Ido not think that wealthy men 
and women can devote their money to a 
more worthy purpose than to subscribe to 
a fund for taking them out into the coun- 
try for a week, or two or three weeks, 
for they would then come back with new 
ideas and healthier bodies. |My prede- 
cessor in Office stated that secondary 
education would be gradually and more 
effectually recognised in this country, and 
I trust sincerely that after the Royal 
Commission has reported, we may be able 
to do more, not only for the children in 
the elementary schools, but for those of 
what is called the lower middle-class, 
whose parents—farmers and small trades- 
men—are not inclined to send them to the 
elementary schools, and for whom very 
little adequate provision is available. 
But for this purpose we need more real and 
effective harmony amongst the various 
institutions connected with education. 
Such institutions ought to play into each 
other’s hands for the advantage and the 
benefit of the young people whose 
education is intrusted to them. I am, 
however, afraid that there are but few 
places in which that harmony prevails to 
the extent that it ought to do. In Bir- 
mingham, however, every effort is made 
by all the Educational Authorities to act 
in harmony with each other. There is a 
great foundation for boys and girls, a 
School of Art, a rising School of Science, 
and a great and effective School Board, 
all of them acting in harmony, and the 
result is that they have been able to 
carry out a most effective system of 
education from the top to the bottom. I 
quite agree with those who believe that 
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our elementary system of education is 
far from being what it ought to be, 
because up to the present a due sense 
of the importance of education has not 
been engrained among the parents 
throughout the country. This condition 
of things will, however, I trust, soon be 
remedied, because the younger parents, 
who have had the advantage of a good 
elementary education themselves, are de- 
termined to give their children at least 
as good, if not a better, education than 
they themselves received. We cannot, 
however, expect to do everything at 
once, and we may be satisfied with the | 
gradual progress that we have been 
making during the last 25 years. At 
the present day education counts for a 
great deal, as the educated undoubtedly 
have a decided advantage in life over 
the uneducated portion of the people. I 
trust that a broader view of national 
education will teach us not to press our 
own individual views, whether in the 
Education Department or in the School 
Board, or as managers or as teachers, 
too far, and that we shall not allow 
private or sectional interests to overcome 
broad national interests, but that, on the 
contrary, we shall do our utmost to 
develop the faculties and characters of 
the hundreds of thousands of children 
who are under our charge, so as to give 
them, to the best of our ability, fresh 
opportunities in life by means of the 
wisest methods of training that can be 
devised, 

Viscount CRANBORNE (Roches- 
ter) said, the right hon. Gentleman had 
been good enough to apologise to the 
House in the most courteous way for the 
scanty statement he was about to make. 
He did not know that the right hon. 
Gentleman's statement could be described 
as scanty, but, no doubt, under happier 
circumstances, the right hon. Gentleman’s 
speech might have been fuller than it had 
been that night. Looking at the state 
of the House, however, the right hon. 
Gentleman bad every justification for not 
making a lengthened statement. It was 
a great scandal that the House should 
not have had an adequate opportunity 
afforded to.them for the discussion of this 
most important subject until the end of 
the Session. When the Education Code 
was before the House earlier in the 
Session the discussion was interrupted by 





the right hon. Gentleman’s own friends, 
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whose interruptions made it perfectly 
impossible to adequately discuss the 
enormous interests of education. 

Mr. ACLAND said, that the House 
had an opportunity of discussing the 
subject on the Vote on Account. 

Viscount CRANBORNE said, he 
did not think much time had been occu- 
pied on the Vote on Account, but he 
could assure the right hon. Gentleman 
that next Session the Opposition would 
take care not to allow any Vote on this 
subject to be taken without adequate dis- 
cussion. He was very much obliged to 
the right hon. Gentleman for that sug- 
gestion. The statement of the right hon. 
Gentleman as to the evening schools 
appeared to besatisfactory. These schools 
were worthy the support of the House ; 
they were voluntary in their character, 
and were attended by children who were 
really of an age which enabled them 
adequately to learn and retain all they 
had learned in a way in which those 
children who were still at the compulsory 
age could hardly be expected todo. With 
reference to intermediate education, he 
should like to give one warning to the 
Government. They had appointed a 
Commission, and had held up to their 
admiration the working of the Welsh 
intermediate system. Whatever the in- 
tentions of those who passed the Welsh 
Intermediate Education Act were, he 
and his friends were not at all satisfied 
with its working. If the right hon. Gen- 
tleman intended to bring in a system of 
secondary education, unless he dealt 
adequately and properly from their point 
of view with the great religious difficulty, 
he would never receive facilities from 
their side of the House for passing any 
measure into law. The religious ques- 
tion arose in the matter of secondary 
education in a more important fashion 
than it did with regard to primary educa- 
tion, and unless the Bill dealing with the 
subject provided proper safeguards with 
reference to religion they should fight 
every clause and every line of it. The 
right hon. Gentleman, he thought, at one 
time was under the impression that he 
(Viscount Cranborne) was bent on 
attacking the permanent officials of the 
Department. He wished to say that he 
never desired to attack the permanent 
officials. The only way of criticising a 
Department was through the person of 
the Minister who represented the De- 
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partment in this House, and that mode 
was the one which he himself had fol- 
lowed. So far from attacking the per- 
manent officials he had a great regard for 
them. He had always been treated 
them with the greatest courtesy, and had 
found them a very intelligent and indus- 
trious body of public servants. The 
right hon. Gentleman said there had been 
a modus vivendi established between 
those who attacked the policy of the 
Department and the Department itself. 
He thought that might be due to the faet 
which the right hon. Gentleman attri- 
buted it to—that Members of Parliament 
had begun to take a more reasonable view 
than they did. But he also thought it 
was due to the fact that there had beema 
very much more careful supervision of 
the conduct of the Depariment by ques- 
tions, and by the publication of Returns 
than existed before. That, of course, 
had a proper effect on the Minister and 
the Department, and the public had pro- 
bably reaped the advantage from that 
extra supervision which it had been in 
the power of some of them to exercise 
over some of the proceedings of the 
Department. The real fact was that even 
if the Department were perfect, and the 
right hon, Gentleman were also perfect 
—which he knew he did not claim to be 
—the work of the Department was 80 
colossal as to make perfection almost 
impossible, and the right hon. Gentle 
man had shown a very acute sense of that 
in his speech. This careful and detailed 
control of 20,000 schools by a Central 
Office in Whitehall was sure to lead to 
hardship in a number of eases. The 
Department had to deal with an enor 
mous mass of detail, and both the right 
hon. Gentleman himself and the Depart 
ment were very often misinformed. As 
a proof of this, he would cite the case of 
the Cleckheaton School, which he had 
previously called attention to by meansof 
questions. That was the case of the 
closing next month of one of the volum 
tary schools in the district which, it was 
alleged by the Department, would pro 
duce a want of accommodation. The 
locality was very strongly opposed 0 
the establishment of a School ' 
and this feeling was not confined # 
Conservatives and Churchmen, but wa 
the general feeling of the locality enter 
tained by all parties and all denomins 
tions. Accordingly, they made repre 
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gntations to the Department that the 
secommodation was provided for in the 
existing voluntary schools. The right 
hon. Gentleman, however, would not 
accept this: view, and he put forward 
as a special reason why the exist- 
ing voluntary schools would not 
supply the requisite accommodation the 
fact that a certain number of children 
were half-timers, and that it was neces- 
sary to havea school near the mill. But 
the half-timers did not now, and never 
did, go from the mill to the school ; there- 
fore, the relative position of the mill and 
the school had nothing whatever to do 
with the cireumstances of the case. When 
that was pointed out a letter was written, 
on the responsibility of the right hon. 
Gentleman, stating that the Department 
were aware of this all the time. If they 
were they did not say so, and if they did 
know it, then it knocked the bottom out of 
their argument, because why was it im- 
portant that a school should be near a 
mill if the half-timers did not go from 
the mill to the school? The children 
always went home before they went to 
the school, in order to make themselves 
more presentable. The fact of the posi- 
tion of the particular school in relation 
to the mill had nothing to do with it. 
What was important was the position of 
the school in relation to the home, and in 
no case was the home more than three- 
quarters of a mile from the school, and, 
as a matter of fact, all the children lived 
a shorter distance than three-quarters of 
a mile from the school. The right hon. 
Gentleman said he made very careful 
inquiries. All he could say was, 
that the inquiry could not have been 
careful enough when it did not 
reveal this very essential fact. He 
hoped the right hon. Gentleman would 
explain why it was important that 
the Cleckheaton School should be near 
the mill, when, as a matter of fact, the 
children never went from the mill to the 
school. Theonly argument put forward 
in a second letter from the Department 
was that the children occupied the 
whole of the time that ought to be 
devoted to dinner in going from school 
totheir homes and from their homes to 
the mill, or the other way, and that that 
was bad for their health. He ventured 
to say in the hour which was by law 
allowed for dinner in the middle of the 
Working day in the mills, a child could 
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easily cover the distance of half-a-mile 
to his home in 10 minutes, so that the 
contention of the Department was an 
entire delusion, and he suspected was 
entirely founded on the misinformation 
which the Department originally got as 
to the habits of the children who were 
half-timers in this district. He was, 
therefore, astonished that the right hon. 
Gentleman had refused the request for a 
public inquiry. He quite admitted that 
the managers of the existing voluntary 
schools had no locus standi, as they did 
not take their opportunity when they 
might have done so; but a system of 
private inquiry did not reveal any of the 
essential facts, and the right hon, Gen- 
tleman would have done much better if 
he had granted a public inquiry, when 
all the facts could have been disclosed, 
and the right hon. Gentleman would 
not then have been in the difficulty 
in which he was placed at present. 
He did not desire to dwell on 
individual cases. It should be remem- 
bered that in dealing with these cases 
they were dealing with people who had 
with the greatest possible difficulty in 
many cases collected money for the 
establishment of the school, and who had 
given enormous personal efforts and 
exertions to its maintenance and con- 
duct, and they ought, therefore, to be 
treated with the most extreme careful- 
ness by a great Public Department, and 
every kind of injustice, if possible, 
avoided. The Local Government Board 
had certain powers in dealing with Local 
Authorities, but these latter knew exactly 
the length of the arm of the Board, and 
when it attempted to interfere unduly, the 
Board was treated with dignified but 
complete contempt. The Education 
Department, however, had to deal with 
country clergymen who had not, as a 
rule, legal advisers by their side, and an 
order from the Department was caleu- 
lated to cause alarm. As an illustration 
of what he meant, there was a village in 
Dorset which bore a name not unlike his 
own. The Department suggested to the 
manager of the school that he should 
put up a gymnastic apparatus, as if the 
few children in the village school did not 
get sufficient exercise for their little 
bodies in the trees along the roadside, 
He hoped the managers of these schools 
would understand that what looked like 
iron in the machinery of the Department 
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was merely painted wood, He hoped, 
further, that the managers of country 
schools would bear that in view. He 
was glad to gather from the remarks of 
the right hon. Gentleman that he would 
be careful in dealing with these country 
schools, and he thanked him for it. If 
the power of the right hon. Gentleman 
and his Department was not. carefully 
looked after he would become as great a 
despot as the Sultan of Turkey. The 
Department was often wrong in matters 
of law, and that was another reason 
why they should be extremely careful. 
They were wrong in regard to the pay- 
ment of a certain grant, for they con- 
tended that it ought to be caleulated on 
the average attendance of the whole 
year, whereas it had to be calculated on 
the average attendance of the last 
quarter. Again, take the question of 
whether there ought to be a charge for 
books. There again the Department, he 
believed, was entirely wrong. They de- 
clared that the compulsory charge for 
books was illegal, but the Department 
had no right to prevent charges for 
books. They were, however, extremely 


vague about the matter, as had been 
shown by correspondence which had 


taken place on the subject. Not only 
had the Department despotic power in 
administering the law, but they were ex- 
tremely vague as to the meaning of the 
provisions of the law. The right hon. 
Gentleman was most reluctant to take 
the opinion of the Law Officers of the 
Crown ; but considering how inaccurate 
the Department were in matters of law, 
they ought to be willing to submit 
doubtful cases to the Law Officers of the 
Crown who were expected to advise on 
questions of law. His contention was 
this: that the compulsory charge for 
books was legal before the passing of 
the Act of 1891, and remained legal, and 
that the Department had no right to pre- 
vent charges for books. The right hon. 
Gentleman would find that he had no 
right whatever to prohibit the purchase 
of books. 

Mr. ACLAND: Years ago it was 
absolutely forbidden to exclude a child 
from a school because the parents refused 
to pay for books. 

. Viscount CRANBORNE said, that 
his recollection differed from that of the 
right hon. Gentleman, who had never 
produced any public document in support 
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of his statement. Up to the passing of 
the Act of 1891, charges were made for 
books in an enormous number of schools, 
Under that Act the Department held that 
such charges were illegal ; but according 
to the advice he had received they were 
legal, and always had been legal. 

Mr. ACLAND was understood to say 
that the charges were legal before the 
Act of 1891. 

Viscount CRANBORNE said, the 
question was whether compulsory charges 
were legal now, and he was advised that 
they were. The right hon. Gentleman 
held that upon the effectiveness of 
elementary education depended the force 
and vigour of the nation ; but he and his 
friends held that there was something 
more important than elementary educa- 
tion, and that was the religious training 
of the children. It was because the 
voluntary schools held the real key of 
knowledge, and conferred upon the nation 
an untold benefit, that they ought to be 
treated by the Education Minister with 
the greatest consideration. He concluded 
by moving the reduction of the salary of 
the Vice President by the sum of £500, 


Amendment proposed, to leave out 
® £3,155,589,” and insert “ £3,155,089,” 
—( Viscount Cranborne.) 


Question proposed, “That ‘£3,155,589” 
stand part of the Resolution.” 


Mr. EVERETT (Suffolk, Wood- 
bridge) said, he was glad to hear what 
the Vice President said about the grant 
to a school being made to depend less 
and less upon an annual examination, 
which had always appeared to him to be 
a great blot upon our present system. 
The result of an examination might 
depend largely on the question whether 
the Inspector making it was ina g 
humour or a bad humour at the time 
With reference to improvements and 
alterations in buildings, he would ask the 
Vice President to be rather tender m 
dealing with schools in agricultural dis- 
tricts, where the children spent a 
deal of time in the open air, and where 
sumptuous school buildings would be im 
great contrast with their humble homes 
As to pensions for teachers, it would 
be a pleasant thing, of course, if. all 
teachers should have pensions, but there 
were many people who would like 
have pensions for themselves, and, until 
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asystem of old-age pensions was estab- 
lished, many persous were unwilling to 
tax themselves for pensions for teachers. 
He thanked the right hon. Gentleman for 
his statement with regard to the inde- 

ence of teachers. In many of the 
villages the position of the teachers was 
not independent, and any measures which 
added to the independence of teachers 
would be welcomed, not by themselves 
only, but also by the public generally. 
There was « strong feeling among private 
schoolmasters that their interests had 
been insufficiently guarded in the consti- 
tution of the Secondary Education Com- 
mission; and he hoped that in giving 
effect to any of their recommendations of 
that Commission nothing would be done 
that would involve injustice to private 
schoolmasters. 


Mr. GRIFFITH - BOSCAWEN 
(Kent, Tunbridge) said, that the state- 
ment of the Vice President had been on 
many points satisfactory, and it had been 
generally conciliatory. In reply to ques- 


tions put in the House, the right hon. Gen- 
tleman had been good enough to say he 
would extend the time during which 
alterations and improvements in schools 


could be made, and he had also en- 
deavoured to prevent his staff acting too 
rigorously. But the right hon. Gentle- 
man was mistaken if he thought he had 
arrived at a modus vivendi, and if he 
supposed that the dissatisfaction with the 
extreme pressure he had put upon volun- 
tary schools was coming to an end. 
Wherever he went throughout the country 
he heard the same complaints of the 
pressure that had been put upon the 
managers of voluntary schools. He heard 
of buildings erected with the approval of 
the Department two or three years ago 
being condemned and new buildings being 
now demanded ; he heard of new regula- 
tions being applied to old buildings, and 
of offices upon which large sums of 
money had been spent, and passed a year 
or two ago by the Department being now 
deemed insufficient. He thought he 
could prove that this pressure was con- 
finuing by reading an extract from a 
letter written by the Secretary of the 
Canterbury Diocesan Education Society, 
who writes as follows :-— 


“ The pressure on us is abnormal, as the follow- 
ing statistics will show :—In 1889 five schools 
lied for and obtained assistance from the 

. In 1890, 12 ; in 1891, 14; in 1892, 22 ; 
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in 1893, 44; in 1894, up to June 1, 31. Up- 
wards of £13,000 of work had been undertaken 
in the schools that applied to us in the years 
1892 and 1898, and about £10,000 more work 
had Leen proposed in 1894.” 

Everywhere the same complaints were 
being made; and there was no doubt 
that if the new demands were persisted 
in, a number of voluntary schools would 
have to be abandoned, and Board schools 
would have to take their place. He did 
not accuse the Vice President of having 
directly sought that object, because of 
his opposition to the religious instruction 
in the voluntary schools, bat had this 
been his motive and his object he could 
not have done more to attain that object. 
Many of the demands made were abso- 
lutely ridiculous and absurd. In one 
ease objection had been taken to diamond 
panes in windows, and a demand made 
that other panes should be substituted. 
Other schools had been complained of 
because there were not enough doors 
with porches to allow of separate 
entrances for boys and girls. Then 
there was the question of hat-pegs. Hat- 
pegs which were scarcely ever used had 
to be put up in the school buildings. 
The manager of one school wrote to the 
effect that at considerable expense they 
had erected a new cloak-room especially 
to accommodate the pegs, that on a par- 
ticular day when he visited the school 
there were 80 children in attendance, 
and that, out of 130 pegs erected to 
please “my Lords of the Education De- 
partment,” only three were being used. 
Again, separate playgrounds for boys 
and girls were demanded. In one school 
near the village green a playground was 
demanded. Why could not the children 
play about the village green? “Oh,” 
it was said, “the boys and the girls 
would play together. There ought to 
be separate playgrounds.” These sort 
of demands were ridiculous. Boys 
and girls were brought up together, 
and ought to be brought up together, 
and to make those demands, especially in 
country villages, when rates were high, 
and agricultural depression prevailed, the 
result must be to make the continuance of 
voluntary schools impossible, and to set up 
one universal system of School Boards. 
Of course, some hon. Gentlemen opposite 
approved of that. The reason of his and 
his Colleagues’ opposition to it was well 
known. They were not opposed to edu- 
cational progress, or to the perfecting of 
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our system of elementary education ; they 
were to the improvement of the sanitary 
condition of the school things ; but they 
said that far more important than any of 
these changes or the most perfect system 
of elementary education was an absolute 
guarantee for religious instruction, and 
that could only be got, not in Board 
schools, but in voluntary schools, by 
which he did not mean Church schools 
alone, but in the voluntary schools of all 
religious denominations. Several in- 
stances might be given of the way in 
which the voluntary schools were being 
harassed. New buildings that were 
approved of a few years ago were now 
condemned. In one case a new cloak- 
room was erected in 1889 and approved 
of by the Department ; in 1893 an In- 
spector came down and reported that the 
accommodation was sufficient; but the 
Department got a private Report on the 
subject, and they sent down a letter to 
the manager of the school saying that 
the ventilation of the building was bad, 
and that there was not a proper cloak- 
room. The result was that after the 


expenditure of large sums of money on 
the ventilation in 1890, and on the cloak- 


room in 1889—both of which had been 
approved of by the Department—the 
manager had now to pull down the whole 
school. 

Mr. ACLAND: Why pull down the 
whole school ? 

Mr. GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN said, 
there were other demands of a similar 
character which made it better to 
build an entirely new school. Under 
the same manager there was 
another school, in which a_ cloak- 
room was put up in 189], and approved 
of by the Department at the time, The 
cloak-room was now condemned as a shed 
and a temporary expedient. That was a 
state of affairs that ought not to be 
allowed to continue. They did not ask 
for finality ; they knew that in a matter 
of this sort, with the population growing 
and changing, there could not be finality ; 
but they said that a building that was 
good enough in 1890 must be good 
enough now, unless there had been a 
great increase in the population, and that 
had not been shown. On the contrary, 
in the district with which he was dealing 
the population had decreased 25 per cent. 
since 1891 ; and notwithstanding that, 
and, further, notwithstanding the fact that 


Mr. Griffith-Boscawen 


‘drew any personal imputations, 





&c., Estimates. 


the accommodation was approved of ag 
sufficient by the Department in 1891, the 
schools were now called upon to build 
new cloak-rooms. All those unfair and 
unjust demands on the part of the De- 
partment would result in the closing of 
voluntary schools, and though that might 
possibly please some of the right hom 
Gentleman's supporters, it was a result 
that the friends of the voluntary system 
in the House were bound to see that it 
did not come about if they could possibly 
prevent it. But it was not only by 
pressure about new buildings that volun. 
tary schools were being attacked. All 
sorts of expedients were resorted to—he 
did not say with the connivance of the 
right hon. Gentleman, but without his 
interference—for agitating in favour of 
Schoo! Boards in various places. In one 
ease the Town Council, at a small meet- 
ing and by a snap majority, said they 
would like to have a Board school ; but 
subsequently another meeting of the 
Town Council was held, and by a large 
majority that resolution was rescinded, 
What did the right hon. Gentleman do? 
He absolutely refused to pay any atten- 
tion to the second resolution, and acted 
on the first, and thus a Board school was 
forced on the town though a_ large 
majority was against it. Then there was 
the case of Birkenhead. In that cases 
circular was sent round to pareuts saying 
that they wanted and could not get free 
education, and therefore that they ought 
to petition the right hon. Gentleman for 
a Board school, Those statements were 
not true, The schools provided free 
education, but they said that in case 
where the parents were willing to pays 
small fee they could do so. But the 
right hon, Gentleman refused to take any 
notice of the conduct of persons who sent 
to him a petition for a School Board 
upon alleged facts which were not facts, 
and circulated to the parents statements 
which were quite untrue. 
Mr. ACLAND: I had the most cate 
ful inquiry made into the whole case. 
Mr. GRIFFITH - BOSCAWES 
said, it was news to him to hear therm 
ever was an inquiry ; but, if so, he with 
There 
was nother point he wished to refer % 
It was in relation to grants given # 
small schools. The right hon. Gentlemaa 
admitted that up to a certain time thow 
grants ‘were given, but that they wert 
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now illegal and could not be given in the 


fature. 

Mr. ACLAND : The grant is given 
tohundreds of schools at present. 

Me. GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN 
said, he was aware it was withdrawn in 
many cases. Another harassing regula- 
tion of the Department was that they 
must be satisfied as to the population in 
acertain radius before they allowed a 
grant. That meant that the manager of 
the school must take a private Census. 
Hitherto the Regular Census had always 
been taken by the Department as 
sufficient ; and he questioned whether the 
managers'of schools had any right to pry 
into the privacy of people by taking a 
Census of their own. 

. Mr. ACLAND : The Public Accounts 
Committee ask for it. 

Me. GRIFFITH - BOSCAWEN 
said, that then the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee asked for something that was per- 
fectly illegal. Interferences of various 
kinds were made with the voluntary 
schools, absurd demands as to alterations 
were made, too little time was given for 
the carrying out of alterations and im- 
provements and a new reading was given 
to old Acts of Parliament, all tending to 
crush out the voluntary schools and 
make their continued existence im- 
possible. He was not bringing a charge 
against the right hon. Gentleman. 
He accepted the right hon. Gentleman’s 
denial that he had any motive for what 
he had done ; but at the same time if this 
was to be the result of the action of the 
Department, action dictated it might be 
by the highest motives and love for 
education, many people would be bound 
to offer opposition. He denied that he 
and his friends were standing in the way 
ofeducational progress, but that they must 
maintain the voluntary schools as the 
only guarantee for religious instruction ; 
and if the arbitrary powers of the Depart- 
ment were to be used in such a way as to 
crush out those schools, it would be their 
duty to oppose the action of the De- 
partment on every possible occasion. 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS (Flint, &c.) 
said, he was sure the hon. Gentleman who 
had just spoken would accept the view of 
the general policy of the Education De- 
partment expressed by the Bishop of St. 
Asaph, the most able and eloquent cham- 
pionof the Church in Wales, and one who 
took the keenest interest in the Church 
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schools of his diocese. The Bishop, 
speaking at a recent meeting of the St. 
Asaph Diocesan Societies, said— 

“They must take care not to protest against 
a policy that was going to improve education. 
He did not want to attribute motives to any 
political person. He knew that Mr. Acland 
was supposed to be inspired with hostility to 
all National schools. He (the Bishop) did not 
think so. So far as Mr. Acland wished to use 
his influence for improving their school build- 
ings and to raise to a higher level their educa- 
tional status, they should do their best to work 
with him. He was not going to say that there 
were not a great many Church schools that 
wanted improving just as Board schools did, 
But taking things as a whole, he did not think 
they ought to complain against the require- 
ments. In one or two instances he thought the 
Department were pressing for things that were 
not absolutely necessary. But he had not 
found himself that the Department was asking 
for anything that was unreasonable.” 
It would be impossible to have a more 
complete justification of the policy of 
the right hon. Gentleman than this 
statement. The Bishop could be straight- 
forward and candid with his own friends 
as well as with his opponents, and he 
(Mr. Herbert Lewis) was sure that no 
hon. Gentleman opposite would venture to 
gainsay the testimony of the Bishop to 
the value of the policy of the Depart- 
ment. The right hon, Gentleman 
had earned the gratitude of every parent 
in the country by the effective steps he 
had taken to brighten and to purify the 
elementary schools—to make them more 
healthful and comfortable. The elemen- 
tary schools were the homes of the 
children during the greater part of the 
daytime, and it was absolutely necessary 
that the children’s home should be 80 
built and equipped as to secure the health 
and well-being of the scholars. No doubt 
the requirements of the Department had 
drawn to some extent upon the pockets 
of the squire and clergyman ; but although 
the taxpayer paid the larger portion of 
the expense of maintaining the school, 
they had no voice whatever in its manage- 
ment, and the least they could expect 
was that the privileged managers should 
make adequate provision for the health 
and comfort of the children. He trusted 
the right hon, Gentleman would stead- 
fastly pursue the enlightened policy which 
had earned for him the, thanks of the 
community. 

*Mr. J..G. TALBOT (Oxford Uni- 
versity) said, he would not waste the 
time of the House by adding to what had 
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already been said as to the very satisfac- 
tory statement of the right hon. Gentle- 
man and the conciliatory manner in 
which he had met the various com- 
plaints made to him; he admitted that 
the replies he had given to the questions 
put to him in the course of the Session 
had been, generally speaking, satisfactory. 
One remark he (Mr. Talbot) would make 
on the general situation. He thought the 
Vice President of the Council ought to 
have made an apology to the House in 
the name of the Government—of which 
he was an influential Member—for bring- 
ing this important subject under discus- 
sion as late as the 2lst of August. 
The condition of public business, with 
all respect to those who managed the 
affairs of the House, was, to those who 
had many years’ experience of Parlia- 
mentary life, a matter of serious concern. 
Not only had they been obliged to take 
part in the discussion of measures which 
many of them thought unnecessary, and 
at times which were inconvenient, but 
the whole business of Supply—to transact 
which was, after all, the main object for 
which Parliament met—was now crowded 
into a corner at the fag-end of the Session. 
And if that were true with regard to 
Supply generally, it was pre-eminently 
true of their educational discussions, be- 
cause the subject did not excite one tithe 
of the interest which it would have 
aroused if brought on at a proper time of 
the year. It was obvious that those who 
might usually read these Debates were 
now scattered to the four winds of heaven. 
The hon. Member for Lanarkshire, in 
putting a question to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer a short time back, had 
seemed to acquiesce in the present most 
dangerous condition of things. He had 
said— 

“Considering the short time available, be- 


coming less this Session, for the discussion of 
Votes in Committee of Supply,” 


and soon. (He Mr. Talbot) quoted that 
because it seemed that even supporters of 
the Government who used to pose as the 
vigilant guardians of the public expendi- 
ture were acquiescing in a state of things 
which a few years ago would have been 
considered intolerable. They not only 
acquiesced in the existing state of things, 
but seemed to contemplate with com- 
placency the fact that it was likely to 
get worse. Unless the Tory Party, who 
were generally supposed to ignore the 
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rights of the people, and to acquiesce ip 
all sorts of terrible abuses, stood up for 
the rights of the people and criticised 
the action of Ministers, it seemed to him 
that they would drive Supply more and 
more into a corner. Though he did not 
agree with all that had been quoted 
from the Bishop of St. Asaph, he 
did not complain so much that the 
requirements of the Department were 
heavy as of the manner in which 
they were pressed on the managers—on 
the School Boards as well as on the 
managers of voluntary schools. He would 
give a few illustrations of the estimated 
cost of those requirements. In’ the areh- 
deaconry of Manchester (50 schools) the 
estimated cost of the requirements was 
£25,876 ; in the arehdeaconry of Black- 
burn (39 schools) the estimated cost was 
£19,186 ; in the arehdeacoury of Lan 
caster (seven schools) the estimate was 
£3,034; and in Nottingham borough (22 
schools) it was £3,743. In the diocese 
of Canterbury work amounting to over 
£18,000 was required in 1892-3, and in 
1894 £10,000 worth more work was 
proposed. The complaint was @ 
to want of finality in the require 
ments. The case of Whitchurch, in 
the County of Salop, was a typical 
instance. Considerable alterations were 
made in the schools of that place to meet 
the requirements of Her Majesty’s In 
spector, who now condemned the schools; 
and the money spent last year might as 
well have been thrown into the gutter. 
At Exton, in Rutlandshire, the Depart- 
ment at first ordered a class room in 
1891 ; the plans were approved and the 
class room built. In 1893 they said the 
class room should have another door, and 
the managers said— 

“ We were obliged to knock a hole through the 
wall. This year they order a gallery. If these 
things were necessary they should have told us 
so when the class room was ordered ; then they 
could have been done at little extra cost oF 
without damaging the building.” 

Another complaint in this parish, was that 
having doubled the voluntary rate they got 
a little more than they wanted for that 
year, and this made a reason for depriving 
the managers of the small school grant 
under Article 104. The managers 
“our Report is ‘ most excellent.’” From 
Derwent there came a complaint that 
“ offices” had been condemned— 

“ Notwithstanding they were re-a: four 
years ago to the satisfaction of the 
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Sanitary Authority. They are lofty, with ample | that schools were not encouraged to be 
peeeton. solvent, The Department frequently 
From Llanymynech in the diocese of! withheld grants to small schools under 
St. Asaph there came a complaint that | Articles 104 and 105 if the balance sheet 
the playgrounds were uew, and that now | showed satisfactorily a balance on the 
new porches were demanded. Lord right side. The withholding of the 
Kimberley last year had given the assur-  graut to a school in any single year 
ance that, although the Department meant | beeause the managers had financed the 
todo what they could to put the schools school well was most unsatisfactory. 
on the best possible footing, they did not | On the other hand, he gratefully acknow- 
jatend to do so in a manner that would | ledged the action of the Department in 
be oppressive. Unfortunately, however, ‘the direction of giving up warning 
the Department did not seem to have | schools for want of class subjects. 
sufficiently impressed this desire upon| Sir F.S, POWELL (Wigan) desired 
their School Inspectors. Another com- to direct the attention of the Vice Presi- 
plaint—one he was almost ashamed to | dent to the hardship which was imposed 
make, because it was taking the bread ‘ on school managers in consequence of the 
out of the mouth of the hon. Member for | refusal of the Education Department to 
Wigan—was as to the 17s. 6d. limit. It allow the interest charged by banks 
was a scandal that this limit should still when, pending the receipt of the Govern- 
remain in force. It ought long since to| ment grant, managers had to borrow 
have been increased. It was imposed as| money to carry on the work of their 
nting half the expense of the| schools. In such cases the interest 
school, but it ne longer represented that | charge was struck out of the accounts, 
half, and it ought to be increased to 20s. | whatever sacrifices managers might have 
or 21s. When, he asked, would/ made for the purpose of carrying on 
good schools cease to be punished | their work. He also wished to know 
in this way for their goodness ?| what course the right hon, Gentleman 
The difficulty in obtaining assistant-| intended to adopt with reference to 
teachers for small schools was another | Betton’s Charity, and whether the scheme 
source of complaint. The Vice President | dealing with it would be completed 
had more than once promised to consider | before the Prorogation of Parliament ? 
this difficulty, which was also pointed | lt would be an advantage to education if 
out by Mr. Henry Herbert, Her Majesty’s | an arrangement could be made that on 
Inspector for Bucks, who wrote in his; some Government night the business 
Report just issued in reference to infant| should be suspended so that an op- 
classes— | portunity might be afforded to hon. 


“The great difficulty of obtaining suitable | Members of discussing the Code for 
assistant teachers for these classes remains.|® few hours before midnight. If 
The demand for them is great, the supply of them | such an opportunity were allowed 
is small; and of course they look for a salary many difficulties would be removed, 


which will enable them to live respectably. It is | A 
this salary question which is often, though not | As regarded pensions, he was anxious 
always, the stumbling block. One cannot help | that a scheme should be sanctioned by the 


sympathising with the managers of voluntary Government. The changes iu our system 


schools who find it so hard to get subscriptions : ; 
ite thnks both ‘tuts inet: and with the | of education had been so great during the 


smaller School Boards, who, in the present state | last few years that some of the senior 
of agricultural depression, dare not increase the | teachers could not be expected to be 

y heavy rates for the better maintenance | equal to the new demands, and it would 
of their schools. be to their advantage and for the benefit 
Would the Vice President under these | of education that they should be honour- 
exceptional circumstances, vouched for | ably retired. He therefore hoped the 
by his own Inspector, go back, at all! Government would introduce and pass 
events temporarily, to the old rule, and through Parliament a scheme for that 
innext year’s Code alter Article 52 so purpose. He asked the Department to 
% to allow pupil teachers who had | assist some of the small rural schools by 
obtained a second class in the Queen’s | making admission to the office of mistress 
Scholarship Examination to be recog- | more easy, there being many women who 
used as “provisionally certificated | could not meet all the requirements of the 
teachers” ? It was much to be regretted | Code, but who were, nevertheless, per- 

| 
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fectly competent to give the necessary 
instruction. Although, in theory, more 
efficient teachers might be appointed, 
many persons would be quite competent 
as school-mistresses to perform the duties 
required of them. He entirely endorsed 
the remarks of his hon. Friend in regard 
to Cleckheaton, in the West Riding. He 
was well acquainted with that district, 
and agreed to what had been said as to 
half-timers. They began at 11 years of 
age, and were quite able to walk short 
distances to school. He expressed regret 


that the Department was no longer to | 


have the services of Mr. Fitch; but 
although not officially connected with the 
eause of education, he hoped the country 
would long have the advantage of that 
gentleman’s knowledge, experience, and 
advice. As to examinations in religious 
knowledge, that gentleman had suggested 
an alteration of time ; hitherto they had 
been nearly simultaneous. At his sug- 
gestion, also, the curriculum in religious 


subjects had been modified. He hoped | 


the recommendations of Mr. Fitch would 
be adopted. He deplored the low stan- 
dard of exemption, and considered it 
would be a retrograde, almost a fatal, 
step if the suggestion were adopted that 
the standard should no longer have any 
relation to exemption, and that age alone 
should rule. It was scandalous to see 
how low that standard was, and if the 


Local Authorities would not raise it, it | 


would be necessary for the Government 
to take steps in the matter. Attention 
should be given to the language 
of the Inspectors with reference 
to the action of Magistrates and 
ef attendance committees. The law 
was not enforced, attendance committees 
neglected their duty, and Magistrates 
were far too much led away by mistaken 
sympathy towards parents rather than by 
a desire to promote the education of the 
children. Many years ago Mr. Forster 
said, “ Our first duty, and our paramount 
duty, is to teach these children to read,” 
but the Reports of the Inspectors on the 
subject of reading were very disappoint- 
ing. One Report stated there was a 
want of power to explain the meaning of 
what was read even in good schools. 
Another said the reading was unsatis- 
factory. Others spoke in the same tone. 
It was well known that in this matter of 


education there was no royal road to 
learning. They knew that in the case of 


Sir F. S. Powell 
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great grammar schools unless a boy wag 
well grounded he would never become 
scholar; and so in the case of ela 
mentary schools, if the elementary 
subjects, reading and so forth, were 
neglected, that solid and substantial pro 
gress in education which everybody s 
much desired would never be made. He 
had a suspicion in his own mind that at 
this moment some of the teachers were 
paying too much attention to their con 
nection with the Universities and to what 
he might call the higher side of education, 
With regard to school buildings, the 
supporters of voluntary schools had no 
_ desire to defend unwholesome schools ; in 
fact, those who, like himself, wer 
acquainted with great towns were per 
fectly alive to the necessity for healthy 
schools. He did not say for a moment 
that finality was possible in this matter, 
Improvements would be made from time 
to time, and they must be adopted ; but 
there was a great difference between 
making that admission and objecting, as 
he did, to unnecessary changes. In some 
_ cases class-rooms had been condemned be 
cause of some slight defect in dimensions, 
Such objections were really pedantic and 
could make no difference whatever in the 
actual efficiency of the school. In one 
| case that was mentioned to him of a school 
| which was doing excellent work the class 
room was somewhat short of the pre 
seribed dimensions, and the requirements 
| of the Department caused the expendi- 
ture of £100 in a poverty-stricken dis 
trict. Such proceedings as that must 
render education unpopular, and whes 
they were dealing with voluntary 
/managers he did not think that mor 
pressure than necessary should be put 
upon them. It was not right thats 
building which had been approved one 
|year should be condemned in the next, 
Certainly the Government might do all 
that was necessary or desirable im the 
way of sanitary improvements without 
inflicting annoyances on school managers. 
In cases where the Inspectors suggested 
alterations some inquiry ought to be 
He certainly, however, felt bound to set 
fairly to the right hon. Gentleman opp 
site, and to say that several cases had 
come before him in the course of the last 











few weeks in which the Government had 
made some concessions when the diff 
culties were submitted to them. 





hoped the right hon. Gentleman, having 
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slopted that course in some cases, would 
not do lessin others. He entirely agreed 
with his hon. Friend that voluntary schools 
Chord many advantages not possessed 

Board schools, one being the full and 
complete instruction they gave in re- 
ligious subjects. He believed that edu- 
gation must be largely voluntary, and 
that unless play was given to individual 
tastes and theories it would be less 
dfective. While the Cowper-Temple 
Clause existed the teaching in religious 
subjects must be imperfect and unsatis- 
factory. All he desired was to see all 
work heartily and well together without 
overlapping, and with education more 
concentrated under a better system in 
the interests of the cause they so earnestly 
desired to promote, Education should 
be largely voluntary, and sufficient play 
given to individual feeling within wise 
limits. 

Mr. H. 8. FOSTER (Suffolk, Lowes- 
toft) thanked the right hon. Gentleman 
the Vice President for the very prompt 
way in which he had dealt with the 
matters brought before him, but he 
thought that some of the observations 
of the right hon, Gentleman with regard 
to the conduct of the Department in deal- 
ing with complaints were quite borne 
out by the facts, He would not then go 
into details, but he knew that detailed 
complaints of the conduct of Inspectors 
had been sent in from four or five schools 
in his Division which had been treated 
in a red-tape spirit, though in some cases 
the Vice President had sent Inspectors 
to investigate complaints and full justice 
had been done by the Department. In 
some cases managers who had fallen 
under the displeasure of an Inspector had 
requested that an officer might be sent 
down by the Department, but their re- 
quest had been refused, although the 
strictures of the Inspector were of the 
most contradictory character, and unless 
the right hon. Gentleman’s attention had 
been called to the facts gross injustice 
would have been done. Some Inspectors 
were a perfect terror to managers and 
teachers, not because they themselves 

in any way done badly in the 
schools, but because the Inspectors were 
men of most uncertain temperament, and 
the future of schools was at their mercy 
unless the Department was so conducted 
% to be a fair court of appeal from 
them. He urged the right hon. Gentle- 
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man to impress on the Heads of Depart- 
ments the duty of not assuming that an 
Inspector must be right when complaints 
couched in proper and respectful language 
were made, and that the managers were 
wrong. Inquiry should be made, and 
someone sent down by the Department. 
As regarded loans borrowed for the pur- 
poses of defraying school expenses, he 
put a question to the right hon. Gentle- 
man three or four months ago whether it 
would not be possible to make advances 
to voluntary schools—it did not matter 
so much in the case of Board schools 
—to the amount of one-third of 
the probable annual grant, based on 
the earnings of the previous year. 
The voluntary schools ought not to be 
kept out of their funds a longer time 
than was absolutely necessary, The 
managers had to make advances to pay 
the salaries of teachers, while they were 
waiting for the grant to come in, which 
was often a most inconvenient thing to 
do. Neither the managers nor the 
teachers ought to be put under personal 
disabilities of the kind. In any case the 
Department might consider the propriety 
and possibility, if it could not accelerate 
the payment of the annual grant, to 
allow some of the expenses to be paid 
out of the grant. He knew a case in 
which the school year ended on the 31st 
of May, while the examination might be 
held atany timein June, The Report, in 
one instance, did not go in until August, 
and, as a matter of fact, the fee grant 
for the quarter ending the 3lst of May 
was not paid until very much later in the 
year—until November. It was_ his 
opinion that the withholding of the fee 
grant was illegal pending any question 
of structural alteration. The payment 
of the fee, again, was regulated, not by 
the result of the examination, but had 
reference to the average attendance, 
When the payment of a grant did not 
depend upon the results of an examina- 
tion there ought to be no prolonged de- 
lay. The supporters of voluntary schools 
claimed from the Department fair treat- 
ment only for those institutions. They 
did not ask for any exceptional treat- 
ment, but they insisted that the work of 
the voluntary schools entitled them to 
consideration and justice. Any system 
that should result in closing these schools 
must have the effect of increasing largely 
the taxpayers’ burdens. 
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Sir R. TEMPLE said, he congratu- 
lated the right hon. Gentleman the 
Minister for Education, but his congratu- 
lations could be couched in general terms 
only. So far as details were concerned, 
he was not able to extend his congratula- 
tions. He should not go through the 
items of the Vote, but would deal with a 
few points only. The commonest cause 
of complaints on the part of the sup- 
porters of the voluntary system was 
that their schools were being constantly 
pushed out of existence by Board 
schools. He maintained that the policy 
of the Education Act was that the School 
Board system should supplement, but not 
supplant, the voluntary system. This 
principle had recently been disregarded 
by the Department in the case of Buck- 
fastleigh, in Devonshire. A voluntary 
school established by the Roman Catholics 
in that neighbourhood had been refused 
the ordinary grant by the Department 
because the School Board of the district 
had thought fit to open a rival school. 
He contended that the Department had 
no right to withhold the grant, nor the 
local School Board to advise that it 
should be withheld, unless the School 
Board could show that there was a 
deficiency of school accommodation, and 
this they had not done. 

Mr. ACLAND: The School Board 
has a statutory right in this matter. 

Str R. TEMPLE, continuing, said, 
the action which had been taken in the 
case was a perversion of the Education 
Act, and was certainly contrary to the 
policy pursued by the London School 
Board. He objected to the practical 
details in the administration of the Depart- 
ment, and also to the Bill recently intro- 
duced by the right hon. Gentleman re- 
garding school attendance, because it 
made no provision for the ex officio 
District Inspectors being retained on the 
school attendance committees. With 
regard to the continuation schools, it was 
the conviction of most educationists that 
no purely voluntary system would prove 
successful. He agreed that unless some 
limited form of compulsion was applied 
the continuation school system would 
never be efficient and satisfactory. A 
very important matter to which he wished 
to direct attention was that of superannua- 
tion for the teachers, and he could assure 
the right hon. Gentleman that the teach- 
ing world were waiting anxiously for 
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action to be taken on the decision of the 
Committees appointed to cousider the 
subject. A year and a-half had elapsed 
since the House favourably expressed its 
opinion on the question. The Select 
Committee, who had already re 

had been to some extent superseded bya 
Departmental Committee, less authorita- 
tive and responsible. The right hon, 
Gentleman could, of course, adopt his 
own form of procedure, but the great 
point was to bring the matter to an is 
and it was most earnestly hoped, there 
fore, that the right hon. Gentleman would 
move in the matter as soon as he possibly 
could. He might assure the right hon, 
Gentleman, at any rate, that he would 
have no rest in the Office he held until 
the question was settled. In conclusion, 
he wished to say that while he would be 
the last to disparage the merits of the 
School Board system, which was neces- 
sary in some parts of the country, yet he 
was bound to affirm, as one knowing both 
sides of the question, that it was impos- 
sible for the Board school to be as good 
as the voluntary school for education all 
round—for education not merely intel- 
lectual, but of a moral and religious 
character. 

Mr. J. STUART said, he thought 
that the right hon. Gentleman himself 
could exercise some pressure upon this 
subject. He should urge himself that 
the pauper schools should be placed under 
the Education Department, and that the 
Vice President should use his influence 
to bring that change about. In London 
7,000 children at least. passed through 
the pauper schools every year, and the 
passing of these children backwards aud 
forwards between the pauper and the 
public elementary schools created an 
element with which the elementary school 
teachers found great difficulty in dealing, 
and which retarded the progress of edu 
cation. Some of the pauper schools could 
not easily be brought under the Depart 
ment, but with a large number no diffi- 
culty would be experienced. He 
hoped this question would form one 
of the subjects of inquiry by the Com 
mittee about to be appointed. On another 
point he wished that the requirements of 
the Department could be made consider 
ably more stringent. In all parts of the 
country, and especially in London, there 
were a large number of classes which 
were too large for the teachers. A class 
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that was too large was one of the most 
serious dangers to efficient instruction. 
The Code referred to a class of 60 as 
being large enough for one teacher to 
deal with ; and it declared that on no 
account should the size of the class be 
more than 15 per cent. larger than that. 
Without counting the voluntary schools, 
which were perhaps in a worse position 
in this respect, there were in the London 
Board schools many classes of more than 
70 pupils, with only one teacher. Indeed, 
he had a list of a dozen cases where one 
teacher had to teach a class of over 100. 
Such a class was useless, and the money 
spent on it was thrown away. 

Mr. BRYNMOR JONES said, he 
should like to be informed upon what 
principle the Department regulated its 
demands for increased school accommo- 
dation in a School Board district. 

Mr. TOMLINSON said, be must 
complain of the extremely rigid view 
taken by the architect of the Department 
as to the structural regulations for 
schools. One of these regulations re- 
quired that the light should be arranged 
tocome from the left hand or the right 
hand of the scholars. He knew a recent 
instance in which eight good windows 
had been struck out of a plan, making a 
well-lighted school so dark that a dormer 
had to be put in. This was generally 
very unnecessary, and it was improbable 
that in their work, after leaving school, 
the scholars would find such conditions 
observed. They were, in fact, sitting in 
that House with the light behind and in 
front. The tone of the Inspectors’ 
Reports was very unsympathetic to 
voluntary schools. Mr. Cornish cited 
Preston as a town which had “suffered 
from the want of the impulse to improve- 
ment” supplied by a School Board ; but 
added that a guarantee fund of £10,000 
had been raised in Preston for school 
improvements. As a matter of fact, the 
fund amounted to £21,000, and it was 
determined that the backward schools 
should be brought up to the level of the 
many existing excellent denominational 
schools in the town. Mr. Cornish’s 
remarks were uncalled for; and instead 
of being held up as a bad example, 
Preston ought to be congratulated on 
having done so much in education with- 
out the interference of a School Board. 

Mr. ACLAND said, that he had to 
thank hon. Gentlemen on both sides of the 
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House for the tone cf their remarks, and 
especially the Member for the Flint 
Boroughs. Though he could not hope 
to agree with hon. Gentlemen opposite 
ou some matters of principle and many 
matters of detail, he was glad to know 
that they recognised his efforts to 
meet their wishes on some important 
points. He looked on the provision of 
pensions not only as for the benefit of 
the teachers, but as for the benefit 
of the children. The school at Llangiby, 
in Monmouthshire, to which reference 
had been made, was a wretched school, 
and was not condemned because of a 
temporary class-room, but because it was 
not a fit school to exist. He had re- 
ceived many letters encouraging him to 
carry on the policy of providing cloak- 
rooms and hat-pegs, one of the strongest 
reasons given being that the tendency of 
such arrangements was to avoid infee- 
tion. The precaution of keeping clothes 
and hats separate was one which all 
medical men regarded as of importance. 
He also agreed as to the importance of 
providing playgrounds in connection with 
schools, but they could not insist upon 
such spaces in all cases. Within two 
miles of the House of Commons there 
were 25,000 children in schools which 
had not a single inch of playground, 
No one could regard that as a very de- 
sirable state of things, and yet it was 
very difficult to alter. Indeed, the only 
way in which it could be altered was for 
generous people who had large sums of 
money at their disposal to come forward 
and bear the cost of providing the schools 
with playgrounds. The right hon. Gen- 
tleman the Member for the University of 
Oxford had referred to the 17s. 6d. 
limit, but, after the demands which he 
had made upon the Treasury since he 
had been in Office, he was afraid there 
was little chance of that limit being 
enlarged. ‘The supply of teachers was 
oceupying his attention. He was very 
unwilling to lower the standard for 
teachers, but, on the whole, the Depart- 
ment had satisfied themselves that for 
the present there was no great dearth 
of teachers. He undertook to go into 
the question of civil and ecclesiastical 
parishes to see whether any arrangement 
could be made to offer relief. The 
question of bank interest raised by the 
hon. Member for Wigan was an old- 
standing difficulty, and the auditors 
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had always disallowed interest on 
overdrafts, They held that it was 
capital expenditure, and as such could 
not appear in the school accounts. 
The hon. Member for Preston (Mr. 
Tomlinson) spoke of our demands in re- 
gard to light being somewhat excessive. 
I can only say that I think in difficult 
places we do not always press our de- 
mapds, but we think that when new 
buildings are started those demands 
ought to be complied with. In the 
view of those who have looked into this 
matter it is desirable not to have the light 
too high, and that the children should be 
placed sideways to it. I have now done 
my best to answer all the questions put 
to me, and I will conclude by saying that 
I will look into those matters I undertook 
to look into, and that I hope the friendly 
relations into which some of the matters 
have been brought will continue to pre- 
vail. Ican assure hon. Members oppo- 
site that I shall do all in my power to 
avoid causes of reasonable complaint and 
to instil into all our Inspectors and offi- 
cials that they should ‘do what they can 
to follow the examples of the best In- 
spectors and officials so as to give as 
little difficulty as possible either to the 
Department or to gentlemen opposite. I 
wish to re-echo the words of the hon. 
Gentleman opposite as to Mr. Fitch, who 
was so admirable a servant of the De- 
partment for many years—namely, that 
we regret his loss and feel that he must 
carry with him into his retirement a sense 
of duty admirably performed. To him 
and to many of the Inspectors of officials 
I owe the warmest thanks. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Twenty-third Resolution— 

“That a sum, not exceeding £361,122, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March, 1895, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Department of Science and 
Art, and of the various Establishments con- 
nected therewith,” 


considered. 

Mr. BARTLEY (Islington, N.) said, 
he wished for some information about 
the new arrangement respecting inspec- 
tions. He gathered from the right hon. 
Gentleman’s remarks on the previous 
Vote that he contemplated, in the ele- 
mentary schools, introducing the system 
of an annual inspection, but as regarded 

Mr. Acland 
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the Science and Art exhibitions he under 
stood there had been a considerable 
change in the last year or two, unde 
which the system of employing Royal 
Engineer officers was being done away 
with and a system was being adopted 
upon a sounder basis. If the right hon, 
Gentleman would tell them his views 
upon this, which was a matter of some 
importance and interest, he would reserve 
his remarks upon other important matters 
probably to another Session. 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS, who was 
almost inaudible in the Reporters’ Gallery, 
was understood to say that he wished to 
refer to the question he raised last night 
when the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had no opportunity to reply. As the 
right hon. Gentleman (Mr. Acland) then 
heard what he (Mr. Lewis) had to say 
with regard to a Central Museum in 
Wales, he trusted he would be able to 
give them some hope that the matter 
would be considered favourably. 

Mr. ACLAND said, that in taking 
the course of removing the Royal 
Engineer and other officers, a good many 
of whom were over the maximum age, 
their object was to constitute such a staff 
as might be available for the work under 
the Department. Their object was to 
add a Resident Inspector, somewhat 
more learned and trained in educational 
matters and methods, fitted to carry on 
inspection work, not only in drawing in 
elementary schools, but in their Science 
and Art schools; He did not know 
that they could jump into a sy® 
tem of pure inspection at once, 
but by degrees he hoped to lessen the 
amount of mere paper work and introduce 
the element of inspection into the ex- 
amination. In answer to his hon. Friend, 
he had to say he heard what he had said 
last night, and he believed that a Museum 
would be provided for Wales later on, 
He could, however, say that in the 
matter of loans Wales had as full and 
absolute a title to some share in 
matter of loans as England, and if a claim 
was made for a share in these loans he 
should meet it in the fullest way possible, 
because he could quite believe in their 
efficacy in developing education. 
had no doubt some place would be found 
for a Central Museum, but they were Ul 
fortunately situated as to the matter of 
capital. He could only say that if the 
day arose he should be glad to apply the 
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same system to Wales as was applied in 
Edinburgh and Dublin. 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS said, that 
perhaps he might explain that his refer- 
ence to South Kensington last night was 
not in any sense intended to imply that 
Wales suffered any injustice whatever in 
that respect ; he was referring to the fact 
that there was no National Library, no 
Art Gallery, and no Museum. 


Resolution agreed to, 
Twenty-fourth Resolution— 


“That a sum, not exceeding £80,279, be 
ted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March, 1895, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the British Museum, including 
the amount required for the Natural History 
Museum,” 


eonsidered. 


CotoneL BRIDGEMAN (Bolton) 


said, he wished to ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury if he would not take into 
consideration the question of the opening 
of the British Museum for a slightly 
longer period than was the case at pre- 
sent ? 


At the end of February the 
Museum was closed at 4 o’clock, and 
he had seen people turned out on a 
bright sunshiny day in February, some 
years ago, at 4 o’clock when there 
was at least an hour and a 
half’s daylight left before it would have 
been necessary to close the Museum. 
Some few years ago he made the same 
application with regard to the Natural 
History Museum, and the hour of closing 
was extended to half-past 4 o’clock ; and 
he would now ask the right hon, Gentle- 
mau if he would bring the question 
before the Trustees of the Museum ? 


Tae SECRETARY ro rue TREA- 
SURY (Sir J. T. Hispert, Oldham) 
said, he should be glad to bring the 
question before the Trustees, as no doubt 
4 o'clock was very early on those days 
when it was not open in the evening, and 
certainly towards the end of February ; 
at all events it might be continued open 
for nearly an hour longer, which would 
bea convenience to.a great many persons. 
As the hon. Member was aware, a large 
number of persons did visit the Museum 
in the evenings. 


Resolution agreed to, 
- Twenty-fifth Resolution agreed to. 
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Twenty-sixth Resolution— 

“ That a sum, not exceeding £825, be granted 
to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
to defray the Charge which will come in course 
of payment during the year ending on the 
31st day of March, 1895, for the Salaries and 
Expenses of the National Portrait Gallery,” 
considered. 

Sir F. 8S. POWELL (Wigan) asked 
when they might expect the building 
for the National Portrait Gallery would 
be opened ? 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT said, he hoped 
it might be opened some time before the 
end of the present year; everything was 
being prepared with regard to that event, 
and it was important it should be opened 
as soon as possible. 

Resolution agreed to. 

Twenty-seventh Resolution agreed to. 

Twenty-eighth Resolution— 


“That a sum, not exceeding £50,094, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March, 1895, in aid of the 
Expenses of certain Universities and Coll 
in Great Britain, and of the Expenses under 
‘ The Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 1889,’ ” 


considered. A 

Question proposed, “ That this House 
doth agree with the Committee in the 
said Resolution.” 


Sm F. S. POWELL said, he 
first desired to tender his acknowledge 
ment to his right hon. Friend the 
Vice President of the Committee of 
the Council of Education for the 
manner in which the right hon. Gentle- 
man had alluded to the views he ex- 
pressed last year, that there should be 
a full account presented of the work of 
the different Colleges. That account 
had been prepared and it was a most 
valuable and instructive document, but 
to his mind it was stil! defective. The 
heading of “ finance ” was of great value, 
but it would be of greater value if more 
particulars were asked for. One point 
they desired to know respecting these 
Colleges was the amount of fees, and he 
found that in many cases under the head 
of “finance” the fees were grouped 
together in one figure so that they were 
deprived of all information as to the fees 
charged to individual students. Another 
point which he raised last year, and had 
mentioned in the course of the present 
Session, was one which, in his judgment 
jand the judgment of those who took an 
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interest in education, was of some import- 
ance—namely, a record of the residence 
of the students in these Colleges. Every 
College had a Register record in which 
were mentioned the residences of the 
students, and what he desired to have 
was a record showing the home residence 
of each of the students, not of course 
their town or country, but showing how 
many resided in England, how many in 
Wales, how many in Scotland, and how 
many in Ireland. The claim of Wales 
was to have a College for Welsh students, 
and if it was shown that many of the 
students came from England, the College 
was not fostering the purpose for which 
it was established. He spoke with no 
unfriendly feeling towards Wales, but he 
could not help contrasting the £15,000 
voted for England with the £12,000 
voted for Wales. In the case of Eng- 
land there were 11 Colleges, and in the 
case of Wales there were three, and 
when he came to examine the number of 
students in Wales he found the number 


of students did not justify such an outlay. | 
The students at Aberystwith at the time | 


the Return was made numbered 217, and 
the number now, he believed, was 317 ; 


the number at Bangor was 149; and the | 
number at Cardiff was 317, making at | 
the time the Return was made up 683 | 


altogether. He certainly hoped these 
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great discrepancy, but the right hon, 
Gentleman the Chancellor of the Ex. 
chequer was reported to have said a few 
days ago he was willing to give a further 
grant of £10,000 for the building of one 
single College. He had not made these 
remarks in any invidious or unkind spirit 
towards Wales, and, having made these 
remarks respecting Wales, he might be 
permitted to give some few figures 
regarding England. At Nottingham 
there were 1,607 students; at Liver. 
pool there were 2,218; and at Owen's 
College, Manchester, there were 1,307, 
These were circumstances which, 
he thought, ought to be considered as 
showing that if they treated Wales and 
England with equality and fairness there 
ought to be a large increase in the sum 
granted to England. He wished to take 
this opportunity of saying some words 
respecting King’s College, in London, 
and it was his duty last year to make 
some reference to this College. The 
facts relating to King’s College were 
these: The Government proposed to 
withdraw the grant from King’s Col- 
lege, London, unless it would remove 





within the present year the denomina- 
tional test from all teaching other than 
theological. Anyone reading that doeu- 
ment would suppose ‘that that removal 
| could take place by some resolution, by 
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Colleges would-grow, as he desired their some Act of the College, and that they 
prosperity; but, at the same time, they | were masters of the situation and were 
must, when so large a grant was voted, | at liberty to do as they pleased in this 
have some regard to their present con-| matter. Apart from the sense of duty 
dition. He found that in the case of | and obligation, on which he would says 
Aberystwith, with now 317 students, | word in a moment or two, he must re 
there was a staff of 25; in Bangor, with | mind the House that the authorities at 
149 students, there was a staff of 24; King’s College were bound by Statute. 
and in the case of Cardiff, with 317 | And then, in the distribution of the 


students, there was a staff of 31. He | grant, came this most remarkable passage, 


knew perfectly well how necessary it ; which he desired to draw attention to— 


was, in the interest of education, to have 
a large staff, that in Colleges it was 
necessary to have an enormously large 
staff ; but, at the same time, he felt that 
they had in Wales a somewhat redundant 
staff, and he hoped that those who took 
an interest in the matter would endeavour 
to bring the number of pupils more into 
proportion with the staff. He did not re- 
gret the £12,000 that was given to 
Wales, but he did regret the small sum 
that was given to England ; he was quite 
prepared to give Wales £12,000, pro- 
vided they had in England a larger sum 
than £15,000. Not only was there this 


Sir F. S. Powell 


| “In the event of the authorities of King’s 
| College declining to obtain the suggested altera- 
| tion in Clause 12 of the King’s College Act of 
| 1882, the Committee recommend the grant of 
£1,700, conditionally granted to King’s College, 
shall be divided as is stated below.” 
He could find no other case where ay 
authority had been condemned to pay & 
fine unless an Act of Parliament were 
passed through this House. But her 
they had it on the face of the document 
that except this College made a change 
in the law it was to be fined to the extent 
of £1,700 a year. The condition was 
absolutely monstrous. But even 
was not all. That which made the case 
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the more iniquitous was this : except the | 
authorities did cause a change in the law 
to be made the money was to be devoted 
to other Colleges. He was a member 
of the Court of Victoria University, 
which consisted of three Colleges: | 
Qwen’s College, Manchester, Liver- 
pool University, and Yorkshire Col- | 
lege, Leeds. If his friends on the 
Council of King’s College did not alter 
the law the Court of Victoria University 
would gain £1,710. He, as a member 
of that Court, entirely declined to take 
advantage of any such proposal. He | 
did not think it right that such a body 
as the Court of the Victoria University, 
University College, London, Durham 
College, Mason’s College, Nottingham, 
and so on, should be tempted by a bribe | 
to exercise the influence of Parliament to | 
the injury of King’s College. This pro- 
posal was, to his mind, a most tyrannical | 
proceeding. It was said that the pro- | 
posal had for its object the freeing of 
education from religious trammels, but he | 


| 
found that none were so fond of their | 


own dogmas as those who were opposed 
tothe dogmas of others. It was a wrong, 


a cruel, and almost a persecuting thing to 
remove this amount from King’s College 
because they taught doctrines in accord- | 
ance with the Church of England. Some- | 
thing like £217,541, derived from volun- 
tary gifts, had to be spent on King’s | 


College. The number of day students | 
was (men) 1,206, evening students 1,975, 

and women students 4,443, whilst 1,300 | 
students attended classes in special sub- | 
jects. He had, he contended, clearly | 
shown that King’s College was erected 

at great cost and large sacrifices, and | 
that the numbers of students who took 

advantage of its educational facilities , 
were very great. The education given | 
at the Institution, so far from being of an | 
obsolete character, was full of life and | 
abounded in health and energy. The | 
curriculum, instead of being obsolete and | 
harrow, was of the widest character, in- | 
eluding the faculty of theology, arts, engi- | 
neering, natural science, medicine, and a 
particular system of training designed 

for those intending to enter the Civil | 
Service. The apparatus was of a 
high character—in fact, he believed there 
was no Institution in England where the 
apparatus for secular and technical edu- 
cation was of the high character that it 
was in King’s College, London. They 
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had thus a large sum of money given by 
private benefaction, a large number of 
students resorting to the College, and 
ample apparatus for carrying out the 
objects of the Institution. He believed 
there was no Institution better equipped 
than King’s College, and none more 
worthy of support. He declared that to 
refuse King’s College the advantage of 
this grant because it taught the doctrines 
of the Church of England was to commit 
an act of signal injustice, to discourage a 
liberal education, and to inflict a grievous 
wrong to the cause of religion. He 
feared very much if Parliament, without 
protest, allowed such an Act as this on 
the part of the Government to pass it 
might be carried on as regarded their 
Training Colleges. He had read that night 
some very emphatic words of Mr. Pitt, 
wherein he urged the importance of con- 
necting religion with higher education. 
If that were true as regarded the Train- 
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_ing Colleges it was also true as regarded 


King’s College, and if it were sound as 
regarded King’s College, it was also 
sound as regarded the Training Colleges. 
He certainly felt that no course would be 
more reactionary, more coutrary to every 
liberal sentiment, and more in opposition 
to all that was due to religion, than to 
say that a College like King’s College, 
which taught religion according to the 
doctrines of the Church of England—or 
for that matter according to the doctrines 
of any single church—on that account 
was to be fined to the extent of £1,700 a 
year, and not to be placed on the same 
level as other Institutions that were in- 
ferior in numbers and equipment, and did 
not perform nearly so good a work in the 
cause of education. 

Tut PRESIDENT or tat BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. Bryce, Aberdeen, S.) 
said, the hon. Baronet had avoided 
strangely all that really related to the 
case. He would venture to state what 
the real facts of the case were. First of 
all let him say, with reference to the hon. 
Baronet’s charges against the Committee, 
that it was not the Committee which had 
to make this decision. The Committee 
were bound by the terms of the Reference 
to a particular Scheme, and if the 
hon. Gentleman would look at the terms 
of the Reference he would find that the 
Committee were bound by the principle 
that a share of the grant could not be 
allowed to any College in which any de- 
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nominvational or religious tests were or 
eould be demanded from any member of 
the teaching staff other than those 
occupying Theological Chairs. 

Sm F. S. POWELL: [ am not 
blaming the Committee, but the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. BRYCE said, the Committee had 
to carry out that principle, and they 
carried it out in the form in which the 
hon. Member said it had inflicted grie- 
vous wrong and injustice on this College. 
In reply to that he would just say that 
had the Committee proceeded literally, 
according to their terms of Reference, or 
had they taken any other course than 
that which they had pursued in relation 
to their notification to the King’s College 
authorities, they must have altogether ex- 
cluded the College from all consideration 
in respect of the grant. The Committee, 
however, had preferred to take a more 
liberal and indulgent course, and they 
had therefore suggested to the Treasury 
that a period of grace should be allowed 
to the College Authorities within which 
they might abolish the religious tests for 
other than Theological Chairs, therefore 


putting it on the same level with other 


Colleges that received the grant. That 
was the process which the hon. Gentle- 
man complained of. The hon. Member 
said that King’s College was bound by 
Statute. If the hon. Gentleman would 
look at the Treasury Minute which he 
would find accompanied the Report he 
would find the Treasury accepted the 
principle that King’s College should have 
till the 3lst of March, 1895, to obtain 
the necessary alterations in Clause 12 of 
King’s College Act, 1882, and no doubt 
an alteration of that kind would be at 
once granted by Parliament if King’s 
College applied for it, because it would 
be entirely in harmony with the course 
Parliament followed in the case of the 
University of Oxford and Cambridge. 
He had shown that the Committee were 
bound by the terms of the Reference, but 
he could say that if the College Authori- 
ties had applied for an extension of the 
time that had been allowed them for the 
abolition of the tests, the Treasury would 
have been glad to have assented to such 
an application, and every facility would 
have been given to the College for pass- 
ing the necessary Bill to enable the term 
to be extended. He did not think that 
any hon. Member in that House would 


Mr. Bryce 
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have been disposed to offer any opposis 
tion to the passing of such a measure. If 
however, it was suggested that the period 
up to March, 1895, was too short and 
should be extended, that was, no doubt,s 
matter which the Treasury would be diw 
posed to entertain. Nobody wished that 
a valuable Institution like King’s College 
should suffer in any way ; therefore, om 
the part of the Treasury, the Government 
would extend that period if it was 
thought necessary in the interests of 
King’s College, to enable it to get rid of 
the test. The hon. Gentleman described 
this as a case of wanton injustice to the 
College, and he suggested that the allo 
cation of the money, which would be set 
free if it did not go to King’s College, 
was to be regarded as a bribe to other 
University Colleges. Parliament voted 
the money for University Colleges, and 
if it was not applied to the particular 
College of King’s College, it must of 
necessity be devoted to she other Uni- 
versity Colleges. The House might 
think from the tone adopted by the hon, 
Member that there was some exceptional 
hardship being inflicted on King’s 
College. What were the facts? There 
was not, so far as he knew, any sum of 
public money whatever paid either im 
England or Scotland to any University 
possessing a theological test except in its 
theological faculties. [Hon. MemBers: 
What about Ireland ?] He was speak- 
ing of Great Britain. This was a grant 
to University Colleges in Great Britain, 
and it was unnecessary to go beyond 
Great Britain, nor would it be proper te 
go beyond Great Britain in a case of 
this kind where this was a grant t 
University Colleges in Great Britain. 
It was with Great Britain only 
they were concerned. [An hon. Mew 
BER: What about Ireland?] He must 
appeal to hon. Members to abstain from 
these unbecoming interruptions, which 
did no credit to the cause they advocated. 
There was not, as he had said, so far a8 
he knew, any grant of public money 
made in Great Britain to any University 
or College which had any theological 
test, except m its theological faculties; 
and why should an exception be made 
in the case of King’s College to thé 
principle elsewhere universally adopted? 
In 1871 an Act was passed abolishing 
theological tests from every one of the 
ancient Colleges of Oxford and Cam 
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bridge, Parliament providing that their 
ancient endowments should no longer be 

verned by theological tests, and that 
Paiversity education in this country 
should be entirely free from theological 
conditions, 

Mr. J. G. TALBOT: This is not an 
ancient College. 
. Mr. BRYCE said, no; and this was 
not an endowment. This was a grant 
made by the taxpayers from year to year, 
and what possible reason could be sug- 
gested why the State should remove 
theological tests from ancient endowments, 
and at the same time from money which 
came out of the pockets of the taxpayers 
should create new endowments with 
theological tests? This was not an en- 
dowment in any sense, but a Parliamen- 
tary grant. Parliament obtained this 
money from the taxpayers of all religious 
denominations, and yet it was suggested 
that they should take this sum of money 
and allot it to one of the denominations 
giving it, and that Parliament, having it- 
self abolished theological tests in the 
ancient Universities and Colleges, should 
devote this money to supporting a 


theological test at King’s College. If 


this were done Parliament would be 
going back on its former legislation, 
would be rendering absurd the principle 
adopted in 1871, and would be doing 
a great injustice to other Religious 
Bodies. 

Mr. BRYNMOR JONES (Glouces- 
ter, Stroud) said, the hon. Baronet oppo- 
site had not at all shown the actual work 
which was being done by the three 
University Colleges in Wales. He did 
not think that in the list of students 
the hon. Baronet had given the agricul- 
tural students were included, nor the 
students of Cardiff, belonging to the 
artisan class who attended the evening 
classes, nor those who attended the lec- 
tures given in connection with the County 
Council under the scheme agreed upon 
with the authorities. He ventured to say 
there could be no greater justification for 
this Vote than the fact that within 10 
years of the establishment of these Col- 
leges there should be nearly 600 young 
men receiving University education in 
Wales equal to that given iu University 
College or King’s College, to which the 
hon. Baronet referred. With regard to 

comparison of the Vote for Wales 
and England, he submitted that was not 
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a fair comparison to take, because in the 


Vote for England the immense provisions 
connected with the ancient Universities 
were not included at all. The true com- 
parison was with Scotland. He found 
there was a grant to the Scottish Uni- 
versities generally of £42,000, to Aber- 
deen University £12,000, and in addition 
there was an annual sum of £30,000 
payable to these Colleges from the Local 
Taxation (Scotland) Account, making a 
total of £84,000, which was paid for 
Scottish University purposes. The popu- 
lation of Scotland was something over 
4,000,000 ; the population of Wales and 
Monmouthshire was not very greatly in 
excess of 2,000,000, and if they took 
that as a fair comparison it was perfectly 
obvious that the grants to Wales were 
not excessive, but were rather under 
those which, having regard to the popu- 
lation, the people of the Principality 
might fairly claim. 

Mr. MOWBRAY (Lancashire, Prest- 
wich) said, his sole justification for rising 
on the present occasion was that he had 
the honour of serving with the President 
of the Board of Trade upon a Com- 
mittee with regard to the distribution 
of this grant of £15,000 to Uni- 
versity Colleges in Great Britain ; and 
he also had the honour of serving on a 
previous Committee with regard to the 
same question in the year 1889. These 
two Committees, besides representing 
both sides of the House, contained inde- 
pendent educational authorities. On these 
two Committees there was no ques- 
tion whatever as to the deserving 
character of King’s College to share in 
these grants, but the question referred to 
then was simply what was the quality 
of the teaching in these various Univer- 
sity Colleges, what the amount of work 
done, the income received from local sub- 
scriptions and from fees. He declared 
that in the two Committees, which sat in 
1889 and 1891 respectively, there was 
no question raised as to the deserving 
character of King’s College to take a 
grant, nor as to its efficiency, nor the 
efficient character or quality of the work 
which it performed. 

Mr. BRYCE (interposing) said, that 
no question was now raised as to the 
efficiency of King’s College. It was 
excluded simply on account of its denomi- 
national character. In the Committee of 
1891. he entered a caveat as to the 
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denominational character of King’s Col- 
lege. 

air. MOWBRAY said, that he bad 
mentioned the fact not to elicit that 
denial, but to bring home to the House 
the fact that this attempt to deprive 
King’s College of the grant was made 
not because of any failure of efficiency, 
but because, more than other Colleges, it 
added religion to efficient education. He 
thought his right hon. Friend and his 
colleague, the hon. Member for South 
Manchester, never did a worse thing for 
intermediate, secondary, and higher educa- 
tion in this country than when they in- 
troduced into it the demon of religious 
discord by their note on the denomina- 
tional character of King’s College. 
There was no necessity for the action 
of the right hon. Gentleman and his 
colleague. All the Committee had to 
consider was the amount and quality of 
the work done, and on that ground 
alone they recommended this grant to 
the College. If this policy was to be 
pursued in reference to King’s College, 
what was to be done with regard to 
other Educational Institutions which 
were more denominational in character, 
and which received assistance from the 
public funds? Were they all to be 
deprived of the Government grant ? 
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be applied to King’s College, what 
was to become of the principle on which 
the voluntary schools in primary educa 
tion reveived grants from the public? 
The right hon. Gentleman the Minister 
for Education denied the accusation that 
he wished to do away with those volun- 
tary schools. That showed that those 
schools, according to the admission of 
right hon. Gentlemen and hon. Gentle 
men opposite, had the right to receive 
assistance from the public funds; and 
then how could they say that King’s 
College was absolutely disqualified te 
receive assistance because of its denomi- 
national character? They said—*Oh, 
but this College could purge itself of its 
offence.” Yes; being a denominational 
institution, if it was prepared to put it 
self into the position of Mr, Jabes 
Balfour, of having obtained money for 
one purpose and of applying it to some 
thing else. Since the foundation of 
King’s College £200,000 had been ex- 
pended on buildings, and the actual 
| tenure of the site had been granted to 
the College upon the consideration 
that it should always be used for 
education in connection with the 
| principles of the Church of England. 
| Of course, hon. Gentlemen opposite whe 
were ready to repudiate all contracts 








} 


When the Legislature decided that the might be ready to repudiate this con- 
ancient endowments of the Universities | tract; but he did not think that the 
of Oxford and Cambridge should be | English people, with their sense of fair- 
thrown open without any religious | ness and justice, would consider that 
tests, the Legislature did not prevent the | King’s College, in being asked to repu- 
endowment of sections of Colleges with diate the conditions on which it received 
denominational endowments, and at this | its endowments, was not being fairly 


moment half a College at Oxford was 
enjoying all the rights and privileges of 
the Colleges of the University of Oxford, 
although that College was confined to 
members of the Church of England by a 
recent endowment. There were also 
Training Colleges of a denominational 
character in this country which received 
grants. It was only last year that there 
was a discussion in the House with regard 
to Denominational Training Colleges in 
Ireland ; and the Irish Members acknow- 
ledged that the Leader of the Opposition 
had done them justice in supporting the 
grants to the Denominational Training 
Colleges. Surely the people on this 
side of St. George’s Channel had the 
same right to denominational education 
as the people on the other side of the 
Channel. But if this treatment was to 


Mr. Bryce 


| treated by the Government. He had not 
the slightest interest in King’s College; 
and, personally, he had very little sym- 
pathy with religious tests; but he 
thought the Government were treating 
the College very unfairly from an edu- 
cational point of view. 1t was said thatit 
was the desire of the Government to de- 
velop higher education, but he said that 
they had struck a blow at higher education 
by the line they had taken in this matter. 
To refuse endowments because they were 
denominational was very much as if they 
cut their nose in order to spite their face. 
Whether denominational tests were good 
or not, they must remember that one of 
the strongest motives that men had to 
devote their money to those Denomina- 
tional Institutions was that they might 
do something for the religion in w 
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they believed ; and undoubtedly, in the 
future, if their unfortunate scheme was 
carried out, the Government would be 
doing 2 great deal to hamper and destroy 
secondary and higher education in this 
country. 

Six J. T. HIBBERT appealed to 
the House, having regard to the large 
amount of business which remained to be 
done, to come to a decision at once on 
this question. 

*Mr. J. G. TALBOT said, that this 
wasa sample of the manner in which 
English Members were treated. An im- 
portant grievance of English Members 
was to be discussed and disposed of in 
half an hour ; whereas a grievance of the 
same character affecting the Roman 
Catholic Church would be discussed by 
the Irish Members for a couple of nights. 
A grosser case of religious intolerance 
than this of King’s College had seldom 
been witnessed. This was a recent foun- 
dation upon definite principles, and the 
proposition of Her Majesty’s Government 
was, “If you want to have your grant, 
give up your principles.” A more 
nefarious way of treating those who had 
convictions he had never heard. When 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer con- 
descended to gratify the feelings of some 
of his supporters by saying that in future 
he would not allow any grant toa College 
which had a denominational flavour, he 
was doing that which was absolutely in- 
consistent, and quite unworthy of his 
position. If they dared to carry 
out this anti-denominational _ prin- 
ciple the Government would bring 
down upon them the whole force of 
their Irish supporters. This College 
was founded in 1829, and was solemnly 
recognised by Act of Parliament in 1882. 
In the Charter words were used providing 
that 
“instruction in the doctrines of Christianity as 
taught by the Church of England is to be for 
ever combined with other branches of useful 
education.” 

Hitherto King’s College had received 
£1,700 a year—its share of £15,000 a 
year amongst 12 University Colleges ; 
but this grant was now to be withdrawn. 
Why? Because it had acted upon its 
foundation principles. If a Division was 
nha would gladly support his hon. 
end. 

Mr. BARTLEY said, that this was 

hot a matter of conscience in any sense ; 
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it was simply a question of votes with 
the Government. The right hon. Gen- 
tleman said that this was not done in 
England or Scotland, but he carefully 
avoided all reference to Ireland. The 
House had come to this—that for the 
sake of votes on one side or the other 
any amount of principle was thrown to 
the winds by the Government. If the 
right hon. Gentleman dared to do any- 
thing of the sort he proposed to do to 
King’s College to Roman Catholics he 
would be flung off the Treasury Bench 
in the morning. This King’s College 
was established to carry on a system of 
education on the basis of the doctrines 
of the Church of England. That was 
a proper Institution to establish, and 
the House had every right to support 
it. They knew that the votes given for 
denominational teaching in Ireland were 
given absolutely and solely on the con- 
dition that the doctrines of the Roman 
Catholic Church were to be taught as 
the essential basis of the system of edu- 
cation. They knew that the Irish peopie 
would not take the money on any other 
condition, Why, then, should not King’s 
College get a grant? Simply because 
some of the followers of the Government 
desired to destroy denominational teach- 
ing. The proposed action of the Govern- 
ment in regard to King’s College was 
most intolerant, aud he believed that the 
great bulk of the religious Dissenters of 
the country wished for nothing more than 
fair play all round. He was not ashamed 
to say that there ought to be Noncon- 
formist Training Colleges getting grants 
from the public funds. It was done in 
Ireland, and he did not see why it should 
not be done in England. 


Question put. 


The House divided :—Ayes 79 ; Noes 
35.—(Division List, No, 243.) 


Twenty-ninth Resolution agreed to. 


Thirtieth Resolution— 

“That a sum, not exceeding £485,449, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March, 1895, for Public Educa- 
tion in Scotland,” 


considered. 

Mr. CALDWELL (Lanark, Mid): 
This Vote relates to a matter ot consi- 
derable and general importance. We 
have reliable statistics annually made up, 
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of the number of horses, cows, sheep, 
aud pigs in the United Kingdom, but we 
have no statistics of the number of 
children receiving education in schools in 
Scotland. Children are educated partly 
in State-aided and partly in non-State- 
aided schools. We have the statistics 
relating to the State-aided schools, but 
we have no statistics with reference to 
the non-State-aided schools. Without 
the aid of the statistics in both classes of 
schools we are unable either to ascertain 
the existing state of education in Scot- 
land or to compare one year with another. 
There may, for instance, be an increase 
in the attendance at State-aided schools, 
but we do not know how far that increase 
may have arisen from a decrease in the 
attendance at non-State-aided schools. 
There is no reason why we should be in 
this state of ignorance regarding educa- 
tion in Scotland. The Seotch Education 
Department and the School Boards in 
every parish in Scotland are charged 
with the duty of seeing that every child 
ef school age is being properly educated. 
A School Board ought, therefore, to know 
where each child in the parish is being 
educated ; and whether the instruction 


given at any non-State-aided school is 


efficient instruction. The Glasgow 
School Board have the annual statistics 
of the attendance at all the non-State- 
aided schools within their jurisdiction, 
and there is no reason why every other 
School Board in Seotland should not 
have the same statistics. If there be any 
defect in legislation to obtain this infor- 
mation it is obviously the duty of the 
Department to remedy this defect, and 
any Bill to confer such powers would 
no doubt pass this House with the 
unanimous assent of both sides. The 
Annual Report of the Scotch Education 
Department (following the precedent of 
former Reports) sets forth a table, 
page VI.— 

“To exhibit the results in a statistical form, 
and to draw reliable inferences as to the pro- 
gress of education.” 

In Scotland, sinee 1872, it gives the 
average attendance in 1872 as 213,549, 
and in 1893 as 542,851, showing an in- 
crease in 1893 over 1872 of 329,302, or 
an increase of 154 per cent. in the aver- 
age attendance at school iu Scotland. 
If. this were anything like a fair re- 
presentation of the :state of edueation 
im Seotland in 1872, then Scotch educa- 


Mr. Caldwell 





tion, contrary to the general belief, must 
have been in a very poor state. The 
comparison, however, ignores the fagt 
that in Scotland in 1872, whilst therm 
was only an average attendance in State. 
aided schools of 213,549, the total num- 
ber of children between the ages of five 
and 15 receiving education in that year 
was 550,000. Thousands of children 
who, in 1872, were attending non-State 
aided schools have since been transferred 
to State-aided schools, thus, no doubt, 
swelling the attendance at the latter 
schools, but without any corresponding 
increase in the number of children receiy- 
ing education in Scotland. There is not 
time to go into the details of the statis 
tics on the present occasion, but it can be 
demonstrated that, after making due 
allowance for the increase of population, 
the number of children receiving educa- 
tion in Scotland has only increased by 
about 10 per cent., instead of the 1é4 
per cent. as shown in the statistics of the 
Department. The fallacy in the com- 
parison made by the Department between 
1872 and 1893 lies in their taking only 
the statistics of the State-aided schools, 
and altogether ignoring the non-State 
aided schools. Fifty per cent. of the 
children receiving education in Scotland 
in 1872 were receiving it outside of the 
State-aided schools, as against only 10 
per cent, at the present time. As a 
evidence of the growth of secondary 
education in Scotland, the Department 
might equally as well found ‘on the ste 
tistics that, whilst in 1888 there were 
only 29 schools, and only 972 candidates 
examined in secondary subjects, those 
had increased in last year to 132 schools, 
and 7,148 candidates, being an increase 
of 700 per cent. As regards school at 
commodation, there is accommodation for 
768,540 children. The average attend 
ance is only 563,286, thus showing # 
surplus of school places of 205,254 
which at £10 per school place represents 
a capital of upwards of £2,000,000. The 
Department go into statistics to make out 
that there ought to be at school each 
day 681,719, children ; but as the average 
attendance is only 563,286, it shows, a 
cording to their statistics, that there am 
118,433 children daily less at schoobit 
Scotland than there ought to be. Theo 
why are these children not at school #it 
is the duty of the Department ani of 
Sehool Boards throughout the county 
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to see that every child is at school 
who ought to be at school. The 

tment cannot set up this high 
number who ought to be at school as 
an excuse for the excessive school 
accommodation, without at the same time 
condemning themselves for laxity of 
administration as regards the school at- 
tendance. The school accommodation 
throughout Scotland, especially in the 
raral districts, is absurdly high notwith- 
standing all the attempts of the De- 

ent to explain it away. It is the 
number of children in actual daily aver- 
age attendance who have to be provided 
for, and not any theoretical number 
which can be shown on paper. Passing 
to the question of the standard of in- 
struction, I find that during the last two 
or three years there has been a great 
change in the mode of examination. 
Formerly it was individual, and as a re- 
sult we had individual progress and an 
increase in attendance in the higher 
standards, i.e., Standard IV. and up- 
wards. Now it is more a school and 
class examination, and the payments are 
based on average attendance. The result 
is, that the average attendance has greatly 


increased. Whilst the school register 
has increased by 8,582, the average at- 
tendance has increased by 13,866. The 
increase in average attendance does not 
necessarily show educational progress. 
Average attendance is capable of mani- 


pulation. The total attendances at the 
school are added together and divided by 
the number of times the school is open. 
When the school attendance is abnor- 
mally low the average attendance may 
be increased by closing the school during 
the period of depression. Then every 
attendance of the most irregular and 
casual attender is counted equally with 
every attendance of the must regular at- 
tender. Whilst every attendance of the 
most regular attender is counted for pay- 
ment, yet the attendance beyond the 
average is not educationally profitable, as 
each child has to keep pace with the 
average of the class. All deductions of 
educational progress from an increase in 
the average attendance are therefore 
utterly unreliable. As a check upon 
manipulation of the average attendance, 
We ought to have a Return of the num- 
ber of times the school was open during 
the year and compare it with previous 
years. It was stated and expected that 
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the change of examination from indi- 
vidual to school or class examination 
would enable the teacher to devote more 
time to clever scholars. Let us see how 
far this has been justified by the result. 
Up till the change was made we find 
great and annually increasing attend- 
ances, presentations, and passes in the 
higher standards and in specific subjects, 
The Department does not help us to 
compare the numbers on the roll, or the 
presentations in the various standards. 
We ought to have these statistics for 
comparison. From materials on hand we 
can make out that not only is the former 
annual increase on the higher standards 
arrested, but there is a positive decrease 
in the higher standard. As this is a 
matter of great importance, I have gone 
into it most carefully and minutely, and 
will give the result in the Report of the 
Southern Division. I find from the 
table of Dr. Kerr, the Chief Inspector 
for Scotland, page 7, that whilst the 
children in and under Standard ITI, had 
increased by 1,474, those in IV., V., and 
VI. had decreased by 663, notwithstand- 
ing a largely increased average attend- 
ance. In the Report of the Western 
Division, Dr. Ogilvie points out, page 4, 
that whilst the average attendance had 
increased by 14,570 scholars there were 
only 2,385 additional presented, and 
there were as many as 779 fewer in 
Standards IV., V., and VI. In the 
Reportrof the Northern Division of Dr. 
Stewart we find, page 3, that whilst the 
numbers in average attendance had 
increased by 2,238, the numbers pre- 
sented had only increased by 477; 
whilst those presented in Standards IV., 
V., and VI. had decreased by 124. 
Comparing this Northern Division with 
the year 1891, we find a decrease of 
5,548 of presentations in Standards IV. 
to VI. So far as we have material to 
judge of the state and progress of the 
higher Standards IV. to VI., the results 
are eminently unsatisfactory and on the 
downward grade. Turning now to 
passes in specific subjects, we find an 
equally unsatisfactory state of matters. 
Instead of the annually increasing pror 
gress to which we were accustomed, we 
have to complain not only of the arrest- 
ment of progress, but of actual decline, 
and here we deal with individual passes, 
the only remnant of former individual 
examination. Whilst there was ap 
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imerease of 174 in the number preseuted 
in three subjects, there was only an 
increase of 13 in the numbers 


{COMMONS} 


&ec., Estimates. 236 


Scotland, three with the Free Chureh 
of Scotland, and one with the Episcopal 
Church. These Training Colleges ae 


who passed ; and whilst there was an | commodate only 854 teachers ; and as the 
increase of 451 in the number presented | curriculum extends over a period of two 
in two subjects, there was an actual! years, this represents an annual out 
decrease of 27 in the number who passed. | put of only 427 certificated teachers 


Comparing this with the year 1891, we 
find 1893 showing a decrease of 408 
passes in three subjects, and a decrease 
of 576 passes in two subjects. These 
specific subjects practically include the 
work done in Ex. VI. The Tables 
show that there was an increase of 880 
in the number examined in 1893 in 
Ex. VI., although the results indi- 
cated show a decrease in the passes 
for specific subjects 3 and 2. It 
would be interesting if we could 
trace how this increase in the num- 
bers examined in Ex. VI. arises 
when there has been a decrease in 
Standards IV. to VI. Probably we 
shall find the explanation to be that, 
owing to the abolition of school fees, 
parents have withdrawn their children 
from better-class private schools, and 
whilst their numbers have prevented the 
decrease from being greater than it other- 
wise would have been in Standards IV. 
to VI,, yet the numbers have been so 
comparatively large in Ex. VI. as 
actually to show an increase in the 
numbers examined in Ex. VI. I do not 
attach much importance to the improve- 
ment in the number of scbools classified 
as “Excellent,” “Good,” or “ Fair.” 
As this classification affects the amount 
of grant, there will be a certain amount 
of pressure, both on the part of the 
teacher and the School Board to have 
every school possible advanced to “ Ex- 
cellent.” We may, therefore, expect an 
increasing annual improvement in this 
respect, even although the actual educa- 
tional results may show a decline of 
education, both in quantity and quality, 
in the higher standards and subjects. I 
now turn to the question of the 
supply of teachers, which is an im- 
portant matter. The main source of 
supply of certificated teachers comes 
through the Training Colleges, which, 
although mainly, and to the extent of 
about £32,000, are annually supported 
by Government grant, are nevertheless 
denominational. They are situate in 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, and Aberdeen, and 
are connected three with the Church of 
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t 





by these Colleges. For many year 
past the number of teachers annually 
certificated has not been sufficient 
to meet the annual waste (6 

cent.) plus the increasing school attend- 
ance, and certain action of the Depart 
ment tended some time ago seriously to 
diminisk the output of certificated teachers, 
The result is that a great scarcity of cer 
tificated teachers has been felt through- 
out Scotland. The scarcity has been 
felt mostly in the poorer districts, as the 
larger School Boards by the higher 
salaries offered can always command 6 
choice of applicants. The policy of re 
strieting the output of teachers may, in 
the long run, tend to raise the salaries of 
the teachers, but the immediate and 
future effect will be disastrous to educa 
tion. The dearth of trained teachers, 
owing to the defective supply of the 
Training Colleges, has taken years to 
bring about, and the remedy will take 
years before it can become effective. It 
requires 496, or 6 per cent. of their 
number, to meet the annual waste of 
certificated teachers by death, resigns- 
tion, &c. The Training Colleges, as 
presently constituted, are not able to 
meet this anuual waste, much less to 
supply the increased number of certifi- 
cated teachers to meet the annual inm- 
creasing school attendance. The im- 
crease was partly met last year and to 
the extent of 42 by graduates. Then 
there were last year 122 acting teachers 
—an increase of 107 over the preceding 
year—who passed the examination and 
were certificated, but who had no training 
in Training Colleges. The result is an 
increasing number of untrained certifi- 
cated teachers, which every Inspector is 
deploring. This dearth in the supply of 
trained certificated teachers arises from 
the inadequacy of the Training Colleges 
to accommodate more than about 427 
annually. Last year there were 689 
applicants duly qualified to enter the 
Training Colleges, but, solely from want 
of room (there being only 423 vacancies), 
no fewer than 266 duly-qualified appli- 
cants, who had served their apprentice 
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ship and who had passed their examina- | Scotch Education. 


tion, were turned adrift. If was cruel to 
these 266 applicants, who had served 
their apprenticeship and passed their 
examination, who would require to take 
situations as acting teachers in the hope 
of some future day becoming certified, 
but without the advantage and prestige 
of being College trained. The loss is 
great to the interest of education, as it 
increases what is deplored as being the 
untrained teaching element. Dr. Ogilvie 
in his Report, page 8, says— 

“The teaching staff, so far as it is recruited 
from the Training Colleges and the Universities, 
is steadily advancing in breadth of culture and 
general efficiency. But the supply through 
these channels falls materially short of the 
demand, and the balance is maintained by the 
rush of acting teachers through the gateway of 
the Christmas examination. The growing pre- 
dominance of untrained teachers is a regrettable 
necessity.” 

Dr. Kerr, in his interesting Report on 
Training Colleges, refers to the same 
thing. When on this subject I want to 
know from the Secretary of Scotland if the 
Department have considered Dr. Kerr’s 
Report ; and what conclusion they have 


come to regarding the anomalies he | 


points out on page 2 with regard to 
admission to the Training Colleges and 
on pages 38 and 39 to his observations on 
the proposed alterations of dates of 
examination? It is obvious that we 
ought to have Training Colleges under 
the State or connected with the Univer- 
sities. Everyone qualified to enter the 
Training Colleges ought to have the 
means of doing it. We spend £1,500,000 
of Imperial and local ratepayers’ money 
on this, but the benefits from that ex- 
penditure are jeopardised by defective 
arrangements as to Training Colleges. 
As to pupil teachers, as all but 3 per cent. 
of the students in the Training Colleges 
have been pupil teachers, the importance 
of this class becomes strikingly apparent. 
From all quarters comes unsatisfactory 
reports regarding the pupil teachers. Dr, 
Kerr says (page 2)— 


“The difficulty of obtaining suitable male 
candidates as pupil teachers is a steadily in- 
creasing one,” 

(Page 23)— 
“The results of the examination of pupil 


teachers compares unfavourably with those of 
former years.” 
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To read the Report 
of the Seotch Education’ Department 
one would think that Scotland was 
getting on extraordinarily well as to 
education, but when we come to look at 
the facts we find that such is not the case. 
Beginning at the pupil teachers and 
going up to the Training Colleges things 
are not what they ought to be, Then 
when we come to the schools we find 
there isa decrease in passes in the higher 
standards where formerly there were 
great increases. Surely, then, the time 
has come to say something on this im- 
portant question. 

*Mr. CROMBIE (Kincardineshire) 
said, he desired to say a few words on 
this Vote, though he fully realised that 
| the circumstances of the time imposed on 
| him the obligation of compressing his 
observations into as small a compass as 
possible. By the recent Act £60,000 
was voted for secondary education, and 
of this £3,000 was set apart for 
inspection and examinations, and his 
point was that this sum _ was 
wasted under the present arrangements. 
First, as to inspection, what was required 
was that it should be divided in such a 
way as to ensure a common standard, 
| They knew how such a standard could 
| be secured. They had in their elementary 
schools an excellent system of School 
Inspectors. The Inspectors were not 
only highly-educated gentlemen, but gen- 
'tlemen devoted to their work, who gave 
their whole time to it and inspired general 
confidence. What would be said if it 





| were proposed that this system should 


' be put an end to, and that in the place of 
the present Inspectors they should have 
a motley crowd of men who would carry 
on their ordinary avocations whilst in- 
specting. And yet this was no travesty 
of what took place in connection with 
secondary education. The Inspectors 
consisted of University Professors, Scotch 
College Professors, English Professors, 
an advocate, and a number of Inspectors 
of primary schools. What he wanted to 
impress on the Scotch Education Office 
was the necessity for the employment of 
| efficient Inspectors. He urged them to 
throw aside the present system and to 
| spend the money on one or two Inspectors 
| of secondary education, who would devote 
‘their whole time to the work. With 





These are the points I have thought it regard to the leaving certificate, he ad- 
my duty to bring before the House as to | vocated the adoption of a system which 
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would ensure uniformity and make the 
certificate a standard to which some im- 
portance might be attached. Under 
present circumstances the leaving certifi- 
cate was absolutely useless. If a young 
man applied for a situation on the strength 
of a leaving certificate, of what value 
was it? Itmight mean nothing, or some- 
thing, or a good deal. If the young man 
had been examined in French it meant 
that he was an indifferent scholar; if in 
English that he was tolerably instructed ; 
while, if he had passed the Rhadaman- 
tine examination in arithmetic it might 
mean that the young man was of a 
calibre something approaching New- 
ton or Descartes. Such a system 
was worse than useless, and the money 
expended upon it might be much better 
spent. 

Tue SECRETARY ror SCOT- 
LAND (Sir G. Treveryan, Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) said, the hon. Member for 
Lanark complained that the House had not 
sufficient education statistics for Scotland, 
and urged that an annual Census should 
be taken of children in other schools 
than schools subsidised by the Board. 
There were plenty of statistics to show 
that, under the system of public subsidy 
and public inspection, Scotch education 
had been steadily improving. The pre- 
sent statistics were exceedingly satisfac- 
tory. In 1878 there were 50,000 chil- 
dren in elementary schools not inspected 
or subsidised by the State. The statistics 
on this point were not very reliable, be- 
cause they had to be obtained from the 
schools themselves, who were not in any 
way bound to give them. In 1890 there 
were 540,000 children in average attend- 
ance; in 1891-2 there were 549,000 ; 
and in 1892-93 there were 560,000. The 
evening schools, which 12 months ago 
numbered 275, now numbered 680. 

Mr. CALDWELL said, he had not 
spoken of evening schools. 

Sir G. TREVELYAN said, that 
attacks had been made on the grant in 
proportion to the number of scholars, 
The grant for these schools last year was 
£10,000, and he very much doubted 
whether the Estimate of £27,000 for this 
year would not be seriously under the 
mark, It was said that the passes in the 
higher subjects were not increasing, but 
when they came to look at the real state 
of higher education they found the re- 
sults in Scotland proportionately much 


Mr. Crombie 


{COMMONS} 





a Highland school in Banffshire 
500 boys and girls stated that s 
subjects were largely taken, and that the 
results were very satisfactory ; several 
scholars were doing advanced work jp 
languages and mathematics ; excellent 
discipline was maintained, and the schogl 
was not overcrowded. He would not 
say that was absolutely a specimen Re 
port, but hon. Members would agree that 
it was a very good one for a Highland 
school in a remote district. They might 
be quite sure that the same result was 
shown in other stages. His noble Friend 
had referred to the change in the system 
of inspection, which was no longer ap 
individual system, but a general inspec 
tion of the whole school judged from 
the general standard of education. The 
change was undoubtedly a very bold one, 
but, on the whole, he believed it to be 
thoroughly satisfactory, because it af 
forded more latitude for classification 
in the schools and led to more eda 
cation being given and less crammi 
As to the difficulty of finding certificatdl 
teachers in Scotland, what was ‘the 
reason ? While in England 40 per cent. 
of the teachers were certificated, in Scot 
land no less than 55 per cent. were certi- 
ficated. There was a difficulty in keepi 
up this great number of certifica 
teachers, and, as this number could not 
be entirely provided by the an 
Colleges, he thought it would be welli 
they extended to Scotland that portion 
of the English system which enabled 
non-resident students to be educated it 
the Universities in the great cities of 
Scotland. The hon. Member for Kin- 
cardineshire had asked a question upon 
an interesting point. The great point ip 
Scotch education was the manner it 
which the higher ambitions had beep 
opened to the great mass of the popule 
tion by the leaving certificate which was 
accepted by all the great educational 
bodies and by the State as an entry 
its service. The method of giving 
payments of £20 or £30 a year to able 
young men fresh from their University 
studies was, he thought, the very best 
way in which the money could be spent 
not only in inspection, but in examin 
tions for the merit certificates. It was 
a better system than paying high @ 
creasing salaries to men who in 20 or 
years would become stale for thet 
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work. It was a kind of inspection which - 


thoroughly succeeded; it was well 

for Scotland, and had been 

nently taken up by the whole 
educational body in that country. 


Resolution agreed to. 

Thirty-first Resolution agreed to. 
Subsequent Resolutions postponed. 
Resolutions One to Thirteen further 


postponed. 


Fourteenth Resolution, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £499,792, be 
granted to Her Majesty,to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March, 1895, forthe Salaries 
and Expenses of the Commissioners of National 
Education in Ireland,” 


considered. 


Mr. KNOX (Cavan, W.) said, the 
hon. Member for Roscommon had drawn 
attention to the books issued from time 
to time for use in the national schools in 
Ireland, and pressed on the attention of 


| 





the Chief Secretary the fact that no | 


history of any country might be used in 
any elementary school in Ireland as a 
reading-book. From the Student’s Hume 
down to Pinnock’s Catechism they had 


all been refused, book after book, and the | 


same thing applied to the histories of 
Treland itself. In spite of the repeated 
efforts of the clergy and others of all 
denominations, not merely were the his- 
tories of Ireland and England prohibited 
from being used as reading-books in the 
schools, but also those of Greece and 
Rome. So strongly did the Commis- 
sioners desire to keep from the national 
schools anything belonging to the outer 
world, that when Sister Ursula, of the 
Convent in Dublin, applied for leave to 
use such a book as Brilliant Speakers 
and Wise Thinkers, one of Dr. Arnold’s 
works, it was refused. That was what 
happened in all eases, however innocent 
the work might be, and though applied 
for by persons of various political views. 
One was tempted to ask whether some 
innocent history of Ireland might not be 
found, leaving out all reference to the 
sieges of Derry and Limerick, for use in 
Irish schools? History was a subject 
which every child should have some 
knowledge of, and he pressed the 
Chief Secretary for Ireland to use his 


persuade the Commis- 
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sioners to relax their rule. With 
reference to the fee grant, he pointed out 
that in 189] the total sum set apart from 
the Probate Duties was to be divided in 
the proportion of 80 per cent. to England, 
11 per cent. to Scotland, and 9 per cent. 
to Ireland. In 1892 the grant was first 
made to Ireland, and her share amounted 
then to £210,000. Since that date, in 
spite of the fact that the sum to be so dis- 
tributed had very largely increased, the 
share allotted to Ireland had remained 
absolutely at the same figure each year. 
It was represented at the time that by 
giving about 8s. per head for the Irish 
schools, they would not receive an equiva- 
lent benefit, while the grant for England 
had been increased by leaps and bounds. 
If they received in the same proportion 
they would have got £30,000 more at 
least. In consequence of this restriction 
the capitation grant had been cut down 
year by year, and while English teachers 
were getting their stationary 10s. for 
each pupil, the Irish masters were re- 
ceiving less and less as the years went on. 
He trusted, therefore, that the right hon. 
Gentleman would see when the Estimates 
were made up next year that Ireland 
received, in place of this fixed sum of 
£210,000, whatever amount her share 
of 9 per cent. of the total grant came to. 
It was a subject also of complaint that 


| the schools of the Christian Brotherhood 


had not been admitted into the educational 
system of Ireland, and he hoped that the 


/right hon. Gentleman would be able to 





give them some definite information in 
regard to the matter. They had further, 
throughout the country, a strong feeling 
in favour of the teachers. The point at 
issue was a narrow one. The Christian 
Brothers were willing to adopt the time- 
table and to submit their books for the 
sanction of the National Board, but they 
still said that inasmuch as for many 
years they had endured much hardship 
and poverty to retain the use of certain 
images in their schools, they would not 
now consent to give them up, or indeed 
to hide them in cupboards. Contrary 
to the wishes of the Protestant and 
Catholic members of the National 
Board and of the Public Bodies through- 
out Ireland, the right hon. Gentleman 
still refused to admit the Christian 
Brothers’ schools to the Irish educational 
system unless they put the crucifix 
into the cupboard. That was substan- 
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tially the only point of difference. The 
National Board consisted of equal num- 
bers of Protestants and Catholics, and by 
an enormous majority it had decided in 
favour of admitting the Christian 
Brothers’ schools. The only opposition 
came from a small section of the 
Presbyterian Body; and it was a 
most hollow sham, for the Presby- 
terians were the keenest denomination- 
alists in educational matters to be found 
in Ireland. While there were 12,600 
Episcopalian children under Catholic 
teachers, there were only 3,900 Presby- 
terian children, and the total numbers of 
Episcopalian and Presbyterian children 
in the Irish schools ‘were about equal. 
He hoped the Chief Secretary would not 
allow himself to be ruled by a small 
section of the Presbyterian General Assem- 
bly which did not in this matter really 
represent the feelings of the Presbyterian 
community. Great pecuniary hardship 
was caused to the Catholics in the 
southern towns, where they were paying 
school fees and subscriptions to keep 
open their schools, which received no 
public grant, while the Protestant schools 
were free. In Ireland the same rule 
with regard to pictures and images in 
schools should be applied as was applied 
in England. He moved the reduction of 
the Vote by £1,000, but he hoped that 
the Chief Secretary would make it un- 
necessary to go toa Division by declaring 
that he was willing to admit the schools 
of the Christian Brothers to the benefits 
of the grant. : 


Amendment proposed, to leave out 
* £499,792,” and insert *£498,792.”— 
(Mr. Knox.) 


Question proposed, “That £499,792 
stand part of the Resolution.” 


THe CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
IRELAND (Mr. J. Morvey, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne) said, his hon. and learned 
Friend had touched on three topics of 
varying degrees of importance ; and in none 
of those was he very far from his hon. 
and learned Friend, not even in the last. 
In the first place, his hon. and learned 
Friend had referred to the books sanc- 
tioned and circulated by the National 
Board. He (Mr.J. Morley) had said more 
than once since he had been in Office that, 
in his judgment, it was to beregretted there 
was not a more open field for competition 


Mr. Knox 
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in this question of books. But the eon. 
tention of the National Board that their 
books were sold at cost price was an im. 
portant consideration. The hon. and 
learned Gentleman went a little far ip 
some of his demands. He talked about 
sanctioning the use of an “ innocent 
history of Ireland.” Such a history 
would have to omit any mention of the 
Siege of Derry or the Battle of the Boyne, 
and other events. He (Mr. J. Morley) 
hoped to see the day when Irishmen 
would be able to look back on those events 
with something like the same composure 
with which Englishmen looked back at the 
incidents of the Civil War. It was quite 
true that the embers were still smouldering, 
but in the meantime he did not see how an 
“innocent history of Ire!and ” was going 
to be written. A history might be 
written in the tone of composure to which 
he had referred, but its circulation in the 
national schools of Ireland would only be 
possible when the mind and heart of the 
country had become more composed. He 
fully agreed with his hon. and learned 
Friend that the field of competition 
was not wide enough in regard to these 
books. He had no fault to find with the 
account given by the hon. Member of the 
provisions of the Act of 1892. It was 
arranged that Ireland should have 9 per 
cent. of the total fund, Scotland 11 per 
cent., and England 3 per cent., and he was 
now carefully considering whether the 
fixed sum of £210,000 given to Ireland 
under it should remain fixed at that 
figure. The whole question turned upon 
the legal construction of the words of the 
Act of 1892. He felt that there wasa 
strong prima facie case made out for an 
increase of the £210,000 to something, 
at all events, like the proportion of the 
English grant. He was doing the best 
to ascertain the best legal interpretation 
which could be found in Ireland of the 
words referred to. It was not an easy 
question, but he felt that the case of 
Ireland was rather a hard one. He did 
not know whether, in the opinion of 
those who were interested in national 
education in Ireland, an increased sum 
could be profitably and wisely expended, 
but he assured his hon. Friend he was 
giving his attention to the matter. With 
reference to the burning question of the 
Christian Brothers, he quite admi 

that his hon. Friend had made a very 
strong case with reference to Irish opinion, 
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but at the same time he thought he had 
put the cuse somewhat higher than all 
the facts would justify. His hon. Friend 
had said that the Christian Brothers 
were far more popular than other teachers. 
He was not quite sure that his hon. 
Friend could substantiate that proposi- 
tion. He (Mr, J. Morley) recognised 
the admirable work that had been done 
by the Christian Brothers. He recog- 
nised the high opinion which was enter- 
tained of them by educational experts, 
not only in Ireland but in England, and 
he thought his right hon. Friend the 
Educational Minister in England (Mr. 
A. Acland) who had in times past gone 
over the Christian Brothers’ schools, 
would probably go as far as anybody in 
recognising the educational service they 
had done and were doing; but to say 
that opinion was entirely unanimous was 
going a little too far. His hon. Friend 
should not forget that there was a great 
organised body of National school 
teachers in Ireland, and he was not at 
all sure that they would particularly 
welcome the participation of the Christian 
Brothers in the education grant. 

Mr. KNOX said, that the resolutions 


of the school teachers had proceeded on 
the assumption that the grant was a 
stationary sum, and of course they did 
not want that to be divided up amongst 
a larger number of people. 

“Mr. J. MORLEY said, he thought 


that the school teachers of Ireland, 
although most of them were Catholics, 
had a very zealous or a very strong 
desire that the view of his hon. Friend 
should be conceded. He did not say 
that was a decisive argument, but he 
thought his hon. Friend put the case 
somewhat higher than the fact justified. 
His hon. Friend had said that the 
Christian Brothers were willing to sub- 
mit their books to the examination and 
inspection of the National Board, and, 
if they were not approved of, to substi- 
tute others or accept the National Board 
books. As far as his (Mr. J. Morley’s) 
knowledge went, the Christian Brothers 
had declared they were prepared to go 
to this extent : that if there should be any 
school with which they were connected 
in which there were Protestant children 
whose parents objected to certain books, 
those children should be allowed to use 
other books which would be more con- 
genial to their parents. That was very 
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different from submitting the books 
to the National Board. The hon. 
Gentleman had referred to sacred 
emblems, which was the great point 
of difficulty in this question, and 
had spoken about locking up emblems 
in cupboards. He had himself been 
about in convent schools which were 
affiliated with the National Board, and it 
was in these convent and monastic schools 
that one found this locking up of sacred 
emblems in cupboards during certain 
hours. He was bound to say that from 
whatever point of view they regarded 
the system—whether from the point of 
view of those who regarded those em- 
blems as sacred, or from the point of 
view of those who, like himself, regarded 
them as not being sacred—from whatever 
point of view they regarded it, he 
thought the system of locking up sacred 
emblems during certain hours, and then 
revealing them, was a monstrous humilia- 
tion to those who had to undergo it, and 
not much less a humiliation to those who 
imposed it. He was certain that in the 
case of a school where there were some 
Protestant children, and where this 
humiliating restriction was resorted to, 
the effect of this artificial concealment 
during certain hours could be nothing 
but to arouse curiosity and to excite 
those feelings which Protestant parents 
would desire not to be stirred up or 
aroused. In England, in a similar case, 
this humiliating arrangement did not 
exist, and he did not think that anything 
was gained by such a device. So far as 
he was concerned, he should like to see 
some arrangement arrived at, and he did 
not despair of an arrangement being 
arrived at by which the Christian 
Brothers might be placed in the same 
position as the convent schools in Ire- 
land without those odious and humilia- 
ting restrictions. He should like to say 
this further. The late Government 
passed in 1892 a Compulsory Education 
Act. That Act was at the present 
moment, owing to the careless way in 
which it was passed—he did not appor- 
tion the blame for the carelessness—in the 
very places where it was most desirable 
that it should be effective and operative, 
something like a dead letter, Iu Cork, 
Waterford, Limerick, and several other 
places the Act was practically a dead 
letter, and in other places it was much 
less in operation than it ought to, be. 


L 
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And why? Partly becanse there were 
technical difficulties under the Act which 
unfortunately he had been unable to get 
that House to set right, and in no small 
degree because the Christian Brothers 
were not admitted. He believed the 
question for the House of Commons was 
this : Did they or did they not wish that 
the Act of 1892 giving to Ireland, which 
needed it much more than England or 
Scotland did, a compulsory system of 
education, should be operativeand effective 
in Ireland? If Parliament intended that 
compulsion should become the educa- 
tional law in Ireland as it was in Eng- 
land, depend upon it that sooner or later 
steps would have to be taken and provi- 
sions would have to be devised by which 
the Christian Brothers would be per- 
mitted to participate in the educational 
grant. He did not think that the pro- 
posals made by the majority of the 
National Board to carry out that object 
would work. They were too crude ; 
but this he did say: that some scheme 
would have to bedevised ; and he repeated 
that he did not despair himself of framing 
some proposals which might be sugges- 
ted to the National Board when the time 
came which would have the effect of in- 
eluding the Christian Brothers’ schools 
amongst the schools which participated 
in the education grant, and until that 
was done, by himself or some other 
Minister, the Act of 1892, which Parlia- 
ment had passed with the full intention 
of giving to Ireland, which needed them 
more than any other portion of the three 
Kingdoms, those educational benefits 
which Ireland was thoroughly prepared 
for, must remain practically a dead letter. 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (Manchester, 
E.) said, he rejoiced that the right hon. 
Gentleman thought he had devised a 
scheme by which the long-vexed question 
centring round the Christian Brothers 
might be settled in a manner satisfactory 
to every educational interest in Ireland. 
At the same time, having listened to the 
right hon. Gentleman’s speech, he must 
say that he was afraid the right hon. 
Gentleman did not realise, and his hon. 
Friend who cheered him did not realise, 
all that had to be faced in finding that 
solution. The right hon. Gentleman had 
ransacked his vocabulary for epithets to 
express his extreme humiliation at the 
fact that convent and monastic schools 
were obliged to conceal their religious 
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emblems during the ordinary school hours, 
He, however, did not agree that it was@ 
humiliation. He must ask the House to 
consider what were the special circum- 
stances of Ireland which differentiated 
that country from England in this respect 
and made the English experience alone 
an insufficient precedent for action in 
Ireland. There would be no difficulty ia 
Ireland if every school were attended by 
either Protestants or Roman Catholics, or 
if every district was, as in England,'a 
place where the religious sentiments of 
the inhabitants were such that a Pro 
testant parent might perfectly safelj 
send his children to a Roman Cath 

school without the slightest fear of reli- 
gious propaganda being involved. He 
had never been able to satisfy himself 
that that was the case in Ireland. The 
question did not arise in either Ulster or 
the large cities and towns in Ireland ; but 
if they took the case of a very small 
knot of Protestant families in some re- 
mote district in the South or West or 
South-East of Ireland, where the great 
| bulk of the population was Roman 
| Catholic, and where the whole trend and 
'tenour of public opinion was Roman 
| Catholic, the Protestant children must 
either go without schooling altogether or 
‘attend a Roman Catholie school. If 
'they went to such a school, where the 
| religious emblems were shown during the 
‘school hours, could it be maintained that 
| there was no element of what the parents, 
at all events, would think to be religious 
propaganda involved in them? It could 
not be denied that these emblems were 
shown for a theological and _ religious 





purpose. He put it to the House whether, 
' under these cireumstances, it was fair to 
require these Protestant parents in these 
| small Protestant communities to send their 
| children to such a school, to be subjected 
to influences which were admitted to be 


specially Roman Catholic in their 
character. He confessed that he was 
never able to find a solution of that 
difficulty. If the right hon. Gentlemaa 
had been able to find a solution, and at the 
same time to bring into the ‘general 
scheme of Irish education the Christian 
Brothers, whose ability and services to 
education he fully recognised, no one 
would rejoice more heartily than he 
should. But until some form of protec 
tion against that particular danger were 
devised he did not believe that a solution 








8 
. 

a 

0 

~ 

d 

t 

e 

i) 

D 

y 

ir 

a 
if 

>» 
i- 
e 

if 
e 
vr 
it 
Hl 
a= 
r 
at 
D 
d 
D 

st 
r 
if 
e 

e 
it 

3, 
18 
id 
re 
18 
r, 
tO 
e 
ir 
od 
e 
ir 
aS 
at 
0 
1 
al 
in 
to 
1e 
6 
c 
re 
2 


29 Supply—Civil Services, 


@ the difficulty could be devised in con- 
sonance with the general opinion in this 
country, or with any fair regard to the 
interests of the parents of the children 
be had described. 

Mr. SEXTON said, that he had 
listened to the speech of the right hon. 
Gentleman the Leader of the Opposition 
with some surprise. He remembered one 
speech of the right hon. Gentleman in 
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which indieated a dogma. He claimed 
for the Catholic schools in Ireland the 
liberty that was allowed to Catholic 
schools in Great Britain. The schools 
of the Christian Brothers existed only 
in the cities and towns where the Pro- 
testants had schools of their own, and 
therefore the question of any possible in- 
jury to the Protestants did not arise. 
He had formed the opinion that the 


which he expressed something more than | Leader of the Opposition had a tolerably 

and desire that he might be able to | open mind on the question, and he asked 
satisfy the wants of the Irish Roman Catho- | him, in view of the fact that what he 
lies in the matter of University education. | feared existed in England, and that the 
{Mr, A.J. BaLrour : Hear, hear.] Why, | state of facts which he described had no 


then, should he now think this question 
insoluble ? 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I do not be- 
lieve I have altered my opinion on this 
question by one hair’s breadth. 

Mr. SEXTON said, that the argu- 
ment of the right hon. Gentleman's 


speech was contrary to the desire which | 


he had expressed. How were they 
similar? The desire of various creeds 
to increase the numbers professing 
those creeds was as real in England as 
in Ireland. Let them go further and 


consider where the difference lay. There | 
were Catholic schools all over England | 
in which emblems were exhibited, and he | 


knew from the Minister for Education 


that no injury was done in those schools | 


to the interests of the Protestant chil- 
dren who attended them. 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: The dif- 
ference is that in England there is no 
case where there is a small Protestant 
colony in the midst of a vastly prepon- 
derating Catholic population. 


should base his argument solely on that ? 
Protestant symbols and texts were ex- 
hibited in Protestant schools. 
trict had nothing to do with the 
question. It was the influence of the 
schools that the House was considering. 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR pointed out 
that the whole drift of his speech was 
that the effect. of the emblems in these 
Catholic schools was to produce an effect 
which they could not produce where the 
general training was Protestant. 

Mr. SEXTON said, he thought that 
the right hon. Gentleman had used an 
exceedingly subtle argument, and one 
whieh he, for one, could not follow. He 
knew of no emblem in a Catholic school 


The dis- 





relation to the question at issue, to re- 
consider his attitude. It was some draw- 


| baek to them in Ireland that whatever 
' Party was in power they had always to 


be ruled by Englishmen, who had to 
learn the facts of the case under the dis- 
alivantage of ignorance of the country. 
This Government had come into Office 
ou the policy of giving to Ireland the 
right of legislation and administration of 
her own affairs, and it was not unreason- 


able to ask that, though the Government 


might be baffled and thwarted by the 
Unionist Party in the House and their 
Standing Committee in another place 
in their efforts at legislation, at least in 
the sphere of administration where their 
power was effective and final they would 
remember the fundamental article of 
their own policy. But he was bound to 
say that after two years’ administration 
of a Home Rule Government he could 
discern no practical difference between 
the administration of the Education De- 


| partment under the Chief Secretary and 
Mr. SEXTON said, he should like to | 
know why the right hon. Gentleman | 


what it was under the right hon. Member 
for East Manchester. He spoke with 
some feeling on the question of the 
Christian Brothers’ schools. The Irish 
Members would not have allowed the 
Education Bill to pass two years ago 
unless there had been a specific under- 
standing that the schools of the Chris- 
tian Brothers would be admitted. What 
was the spectre which the Chief Secre- 
tary feared? Whence was the opposi- 
tion tocome ? The Tory Party assented 
to, and the Liberal Party concurred in, 
the understanding of which he had 
spoken, and the Act would never come 
into effectual working unless the schools 
of the Christian Brothers were admitted. 
The Tory Party had invited the National 
Board of Education in Ireland to amend 


L 2 
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their Rules, and the Board had, not once! Mr. J. MORLEY: I have no be 
but twice, suggested Rules for the | to speak again on this Resolution, and] 
settlement of the question, but the Chief | only wish to say that it appears to me that 
Secretary had interposed his personal | the House has had an opportunity of hear. 
veto and prevented a settlement. He did | ing the various points of view from which 
not believe that if the right hon. Member | this very important question may be con- 
for Leeds had been in Office he) sidered. The right hon. Gentlemap 
would have rejected the Amendment opposite (Mr. A.J. Balfour) stated his 
proposed by the National Board. | view at length, and I believe it was not 
The majority on the Board included every | of an irreconcilable character. On the 
member of the Catholic Body, with Lord | contrary, the right hon. Gentleman spoke 
Justice Fitzgibbon and the Senior Fellow in a tone which showed that he appre 
of Trinity College, who was the most ciates the difficulties, and desires to 
eminent representative of the Episco- diminish them: For my part, I have 
palian Body in Ireland. The opponents | stated that I am not without hope of 


of the measure were the least distin- | 
guished members, und they represented 
only a fraction of a sect which was 
located in only one part of Ireland, 
having nothing to do with the localities 
in which the Christian Brothers’ schools 
existed, and which, therefore, must be 
moved by some kind of feeling which 
charity forbade him to characterise as it 
deserved. He trusted that an effort would 
be made to do this act of justice. The 


Christian Brothers were the heralds and 
precursors of elementary education in 
Ireland ; they were the most popular | 


edueators of children in Ireland; they 
were regarded witl affection mingled 
with veneration, and had been the most 
successful educators in the country. They 
had declared their willingness to extend 
the Conscience Clause, which was now 
at work in their higher schools, to 
the primary system. They were ready 
to have their books inspected and their 
teachers examined, and they were satis- 
fied that their share of the grant should 
depend upon the efficiency of the secular 
education given by them. As long as 
they were excluded from the grant, the 
Act of 1892 would be a dead letter, and 
the longer the exclusion lasted the 


greater would the feeling of injustice | 
and resentment which now prevailed | 


grow in Ireland. He did not, however, 


care to press this view too strongly on | 


the right hon. Gentleman, because he 
believed the right hon. 
sense of justice would induce him to. 
accede to the demand. Where the will | 


Gentleman’s | 


| being able to propose, in effect, a solution 
| which may avoid most of the difficulties 
which the right hon. Geatleman opposite 
| has indicated, and may meet the views 
, which my hon, Friend opposite has just 
expressed. That being the case, the 
House may perhaps now be willing to 
allow us to take the remainder of the 
Irish Votes. We shall then propose to 
postpone the other Votes till we come 
to the Post Office Votes, and when they 
are disposed of we shall proceed with the 
Report of Supply of August 17th. 


Mr. KNOX said, that after the right 
hon. Gentleman’s statement, though 
could not honestly say that he regarded 
it as quite satisfactory, he would not 
press the Amendment to a Division. He 
felt convinced that a Division would not 
show the real opinion of Members in this 
matter, as he believed that the vast 
majority of the Liberal Party, some of 
whose Members might on the present 
occasion be disposed to vote for the Go- 
vernment, were in favour of the admis 
sion of the Christian Brothers to the 
grant. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Resolution agreed to. 


Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth, 
| Eighteenth, and Nineteenth Resolutions 
agreed to. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the subsequent Resolutions # 
Resolution 51 be further postponed.”— 
(Sir J. T. Hibbert.) 


existed in a case like this there was no | 
impossibility in finding out the way., Mr. DALZIEL (Kirkealdy, &) 
Giving the right hon. Gentleman the | asked whether, in view of the very late 
credit for having the will, he trusted that | Sitting of the previous night, and of the 
the way would be found before the begin- | amount of time that would in all probe 
ning of next year. bility be necessary to complete the Post 


Mr. Sexton i 
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Office Votes, it was intended to seriously 
ask the House to dispose of the Report 
of the other. Votes at that Sitting ? 
Would it not be possible to adjourn the 
Report of Supply taken on the 17th of 
August until to-morrow's Sitting without 
sagery the realisation of the general 

ire of the Committee that the House 
should be prorogued on Saturday ? 
He would suggest that probably, after 


all, this would facilitate the passage of | 
the Estimates, for it certainly would | 


require some time to discuss the Report, 
and it would be impossible to have an 
adequate discussion at 1 or 2 o'clock in 
the morning. 

Mr. J. MORLEY said, the Post Office 
Vote, if adequately discussed, might take 
a week. The subject was full of im- 
portance, and opened up questions which 
came home to every one of them. But, 
as he understood, the poiuts which were 
to be raised were points which would take 
avery short time indeed ; and when they 
were disposed of ample time would be 
left for the consideration and, if neces- 
sary, the discussion of the Report of 
Supply of August 17, in which the 
hon. Member and others were interested. 
He would remind his hon. Friend that 
there were a number of items in the Re- 
port that they should go through, and 
that there was a danger, if the ordinary 
Report was not disposed of, of running 
over until next week for the date of the 
Prorogation. From his recollection of 
what happened last night, there was an 
understanding that they should discuss 
the Report of Supply of the 17th of 
August and the Post Office Vote. That 
being so, the hon. Member must feel that 
the Government were only doing what 
their pledges required them to do. 

Dr. CLARK asked what time the 
Government proposed to adjourn? Did 
the right hon. Gentleman propose to go 
on until 2 o’clock in the morning ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY did not think that 
at this moment they could fix the hour 


for rising. They did not know how long | 


the Post Office Vote would last; but 


from what he knew of the probable | 


course of the Debate, he did not think it 
would be long. 

Mr. SEXTON said, that neither he 
nor his friends desired to prolong the 
discussion on Supply. Their objection 


last night was not that the time was| 
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did not proceed with the Orders of the 
Day. Having heard what had fallen 
from the right hon, Gentleman, he would 
be disposed to say that many of them, 
having said what they had to say about 
the House of Lords last night, would now 
be content to take a Division, leaving 
those hon. Gentlemen who had not had 
| an opportunity of speaking yesterday to 
| express their opinions now. 


Motion agreed to. 


| Resolutions Twenty and Twenty-one, 
jand Thirty-two to Fifty further post- 


poned 





REVENUE DEPARTMENTS. 
Fifty-first Resolation, 

“That a sum, not exceeding £5,287,785, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
| necessary to defray the Charge which wil! come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1895, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Post Office Services, the 
Expenses of Post Office Savings Banks, and 
Government. Annuities and Insurances, and the 
Collection of the Post Office Revenue,” 
considered, 

*Mr. HENNIKER HEATON (Can- 
terbury) : I am too sensible of the kind- 
ness and consideration extended to me in 
past years by the House of Commons to 
trouble hon. Members with a lengthy 
speech, now that it is past midnight. 
Before entering upon a detailed criticism 
of Post Office administration, I am sure 
the House will like to hear something 
about the present position of Imperial 
Penny Postage, which has created so 
much interest in Parliament and in the 
country. I am violating no confidence 
in stating that the Prime Minister is a 
warm supporter of the scheme, and that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 
moment he took Office, ex pressed himself 
favourably towards the project, and 
opened up negotiations with the Post- 
master General with the object of carry- 
ing it out. This House has itself ex- 
pressed a unanimous desire for the 
reform. The Postmaster General in 
a@ recent speech made the  impor- 
tant declaration that he would be 
glad to introduce Imperial Penny 
| Postage the moment two obstacles were 
‘removed. The first condition was that 
the finances of the country should be 
favourable (the amount required being 
£75,000) ; and the second, that the assent 
of the Colonies should be obtained. I 


unduly limited, but that the Government | am glad to say that the most important 
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Colonies have already given their assent. 
The Prime Ministers of Victoria, New 
Zeuland, Canada, and Tasmania have 
expressed entire and hearty concurrence 
in the scheme. The remaining Colonies— 
at least, some of them—only ask that the 


{COMMONS} 


Departments, 256 


dented promptitude ? Let the Post Offiee 
make an effort, and rise to the occasion; 
A gentleman—Mr. M. J. Sutton, of 
Kidmore Grange, Caversham—writes to 
me complaining of an absurd Rule ia 
The Postal Guide. 


The Rule reads a 


Postmaster General shall himself open | follows :-— 
negotiations with them on the subject, | wig better ainy bbe Aovepted for ttasbaniillll 
as a pledge of his earnestness. I venture | ys q railway letter which either exceeds one 
now to ask the right hon. Gentleman to | ounce in weight, or is addressed to a foreign 
do so. The position is exactly like that | country, or to a Colony in a British posses, 
of two diffident lovers, each waiting a | *°™ 

sign or indication from the other. I trust | My correspondent says— 

that. the Postmaster General, as repre- | “Letters to the Press can only be writhil 
senting incalculably the stronger and | one side of the paper, and therefore can very 
richer party, will take the first step ; and | seldom travel under one ounce in weight. 
the result will, I am confident, be satis- | Surely, four ounces would not be an excessive 
factory to both. Turning to the adminis- | !™it for a rail letter. 

tration of the Post Office, I regret tohave Now let us consider a reform deeply 
again to report that a Parcel Post has not | affecting our relations with the Colonies, 
yet been established to the United States. | Here is a clear case of offvial obstruction 
I visited America last year, and found | and perversity. The Australian Post 
that our indefatigable trade rivals, the masters General (whose views on another 
Germans, had established such a post to question were eagerly quoted against me 
that country, and so there can be no in-| by the right hon. Gentleman) have 
superable difficulties in the way. I wish | unanimously requested him to exchange 
the right hon. Gentleman could hear the | postal orders with them. He refuses on 
fervid terms in which men of business | the ground that forgery would take 
express themselves about the failure to) place. Yet a Bank of England note is 





provide them with this Parcel Post ; he freely cashed all over Europe ; why could 
would be astonished at my moderation. | not a uniform postal note be made equally 
Half the American foreign trade is done | safe by watermark, &e.? Does he say 
with us; we are their best customers ; | that the Postmasters General have made 
American visitors spend £15,000,000 a/|a thoughtless and foolish request? He 


; | b 
year in London. Wehave a Parcel Post | accepts the voices of three out of seven of 


to New Guinea and the Coast of Africa, 
and the Americans have one to various 
British Colonies ; but the two main 


them as conclusive about Imperial Penny 
Postage, yet disregards contemptuously 
| their unanimous request for postal orders. 


branches of the Anglo-Saxon race are / Sometimes a Regulation is utterly un 
denied a privilege conceded to savage | called for and vexatious. Thus, why 
Kaffirs, Red Indians, and West Indian | may we paste the address on a postcard, 
negroes. What is it that blocks the! but nothing. else? Suppose a chess 
way? And now, to take a purely domestic problem is to be sent it must go in am 
reform: I was grieved to hear the Post- | envelope, although it would be so easy 
master General the other day throwing | to paste it on a card. Why is it lawful 
cold water on the suggestion that a letter- | to paste a slip on one side, and a finable 
box should be attached to every through | offence to paste it on the other ? What 
train. Does he deny that this would harm is done to the revenue, the officials, 
expedite the delivery of correspondence ? | or the card by the process? I produce 
Letter in hand, I see an express train to the House two of these postcards, on 
about to start; what reason is there, in one of which was pasted a chess problem, 
the whole armoury of obstruction, why | and on the other the telephone address of 
that train should not carry my letter?| the senders. The recipients in each 
He spoke of “ practical difficulties.” | case were fined 1d. It is strange # 
What are they, and who raises them ? | think how small an obstacle may hinder 
Is it the cost of the box? That could | communication between nations using 
not exceed Is.6d. Or would the officials | different stamps and separated by # 
at the town of destination be unduly | political frontier. When shall we have 
fluttered and disorganised by such unprece-| an International stamp, which can be 
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gent any where to pay for small purchases, 
newspapers, &c. The United States 
Government proposed this at Vienna— 
will the right hon. Gentleman undertake 
to support the suggestion ? The accounts 
might easily be calculated on an average 
of years. There is an immense annual 
increase in the number of postal articles 
which are refused owing to the new 
fines for re-direction: With reference to 
this re-direction nuisance, I beg the 
Postmaster General no longer to irritate 
the public, but to restore the privilege of 
free re-direction for all mail matter within 
the one postal district. It is a common 
thing for a postman to bring to a house 
a re-directed letter and a _ re-directed 
newspaper from one office. The former 
is free and the latter is subject to a fine. 
I now wish to direct attention to a ery- 
ing scandal—namely, the arbitrary and 
unjust Rules requiring a registered news- 
paper to be published at intervals not ex- 
ceeding seven days, and to contain a 
certain proportion of news and articles of 
a particular character. The Nineteenth 


Century, The Fortnightly, and The New 
Review, for instance, have to pay book- 
post rates, while 7'he Field and other 


larger papers go through the post for $d. 
each. Let me next bring under the notice 


of the Postmaster General the following 
ease of abuse of power :—According to 
my correspondent, a girl having passed 
an examination for promotion in a certain 
post office is informed that, before getting 
her step, she must satisfy “the local 
General Post Office dentist,” who sup- 
plies sets of teeth free from the General 
Post Office to General Post Office assis- 
tants. Now hear the sequel :—My lady 
informant went with the girl and the 
doctor to the dentist, who found slight 
unsoundness in one or two teeth, and the 
girl was at once informed that she must 
forego her promotion, or allow 14 teeth 
to be there and then extracted. The 
teeth were extracted at one sitting—this 
torture was enacted in the presence of a 
medical man, and you can fancy the con- 
dition of the victim! The reason given 
was, “We cannot have girls laid up with 
toothache.” This. is the General Post 
Office specific for toothache, and it is 
certainly unique. This is so monstrous 
and so incredible that I feel sure that it 
needs only to be mentioned in order to 
bedenied. I desire to bring before the 
House the question of postmen’s uniform. 
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I am bound to agree with every word in 
regard to this subject sent to me by a 
correspondent. I may premise, however, 
that my friend the late Postmaster 
General (Mr. Raikes) used to proudly 
say that he presided over an army 
larger and more powerful than that of 
the Secretary of State for War, or that 
of the First Lord of the Admiralty. He 
meant, of course, the Post Office employés. 
Now my correspondent says— 

“The disreputable manner in which these 
employés who wear uniform are permitted to 
appear in public is brought before us almost 
every day. ee may be seen with uniform 
coats surmounted by straw hats and other fancy 
headdresses, coats unbuttoned and any pattern 
of trousers. Considering that there is a Bill 
before Parliament intended to uphold the 
honour of the Queen’s uniform, surely it is not 
unreasonable to expect that those who wear it 
should honour it. Soldiers, sailors, policemen, 
and many others would be disgraced by wearing 
a dress half of uniform and half of plain nonde- 
script clothes. Why should the Post Office 
servants be allowed a mixture? It is certainly 
not soin France, Germany, or Italy.” 


I entirely agree with my correspon- 
dent that the uniform is certainly 
unworthy of our great Postal Service, 
and I commend the subject to the at- 
tention of the Postmaster General, 
Lastly, I would bring under the notice of 
the Postmaster General the Resolution I 
have placed on the Paper for the esta- 
blishment of a consultative Committee, 
consisting of leading merchants and 
others who would see that all complaints 
and all suggestions for the reform of the 
Post Office are properly considered, so 
that the Post Office Officials should not 
be the makers of Regulations and the 
administrators of them. In conclusion, 
I have to compliment the Postmaster 
General on the many reforms he has 
carried out during the past year, and I 
trust that the suggestions I have made 
will receive his attention. 


Mr. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal Green, 
S.W.) said, there were only two points 
to which he desired to refer. The first 
was a matter to which the attention of 
the Postmaster Geveral had ofter  beefi 
drawn, in regard to which he could 
searcely think that faith had been kept 
with the postmen, whom the matter con- 
cerned. He referred to the large number 
of hours over which the postmen’s duties 
extended, in some cases to as many as 16 
hours. A long time ago the Postmaster 
General promised that steps should be 
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taken to confine those duties within 
a limit of 12 hours. So long ago 
as Christmas, 1891, a Petition on 
this subject was presented to the Post- 
master General, and to that Petition 
a reply was sent that fresh arrangements 
would be made. Nothing was actually 
done, and in the summer of 1892 another 
Petition was presented. Again nothing 
was done, and in May of this. year 
another Petition was presented, but no- 
thing had been done; and the duties of 
these men still extended over 16 hours. 
He thought ample time had elapsed 
for the necessary correction to be made, 
and he hoped the matter would re- 
ceive the immediate attention of the 
Postmaster General. The other matter 
he wished to refer to was member- 
ship of the proposed District and 
Parish Councils by Post Office servants ; 
and he thought that Vote ought vot to 
pass without their obtaining from the 
Postmaster General a more definite state- 
ment than had yet been made, because 
there was no doubt that the action of the 
Post Office in the matter had caused very 
considerable misgivings and alarm in the 
minds of the persons who were imme- 
diately affected. The first Circular issued 
from the Treasury upon this subject un- 
doubtedly laid down that Civil servants 
should not become candidates for election 
to District Councils, and therefore at that 
time the Postmaster General was, no 
doubt, only doing his duty when, in his 
Circular, he adopted the language of the 
Treasury Circular, and stated that Post 
Office servants would not be competent 
to become members of District Councils 
or to offer themselves as candidates. On 
the 11th of August the Treasury issued 
a revised Circular, in which they stated 
that Civil servants were excluded from 
serving on any District Council the 
meetings of which were held during 
hours required for official duty. But, 
notwithstanding that, although this Cir- 
cular was issued from the Treasury 
on the Ilth of August, the Postmaster 
Gettral, issuing his own Circular on the 
14th of August, substantially repeated 
the prohibition which had appeared in 
the former Circular, which was going 
far beyond the Minute of the Treasury. 
They had had a revised Order from the 
Treasury upon this subject, and acecord- 
ing to that, it was to be competent to 
Civil servants, who first obtained the 


Mr. Pickersgill 
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consent of their superior officer, to become. 
members either of a Parish or District, 
Council, but it was provided that that, 
privilege should be subject to the con, 
dition that if in any particular case the, 
duties of the two were found to conflict 
power must be retained to the head of, 
the Department to require the Civil 
servant to retire from the Council. That 
was perfectly legitimate aud reasonable, 
and he had no doubt would meet with 
the approval of the public. What he 
wanted to ascertain from the Postmaster 
General was whether he would give 
them a definite statement that in the 
next Circular he issued he would inform 
Post Office servants on this matter in 
the words, or, at all events, in the spirit, 
which was indicated by an answer of 
the Secretary to the Treasury the other 
day ? 

*Tne POSTMASTER GENERAL 
(Mr. A. Mortey, Nottingham, E.): lL 
have to thank the hon. Gentleman for 
his reference to the reforms which the 
Department has already carried out, 
though they may not in point of numbers 
equal his expectations. I think that last 
year there were 60 reforms which he 
advocated as measures for our considera- 
tion. On the present occasion he 
has confined himself to 12. With 
reference to most of these, it is hardly 
necessary to remind the House that upoo 
matters of expenditure the Department 
has not a free hand. It has to get the 
sanction of the Treasury, and from this 
eause difficulties no doubt do arise in 
carrying out some reforms which the 
Department would be glad to see 
instituted. With respect to one of the 
subjects to which the hon. Member 
referred—I mean private postcards—he 
has stated that the Department has been 
obstructive ; but in regard to that pat- 
ticular question—and the same applies 
to a large number of other questions—the 
Department has for a great number of 
years steadily held the opinion that it 
would be a great advantage to the publie 
if a change could be made. We think 
that the public should be able to use 
private cards of their own by putting 
stamps upon them. I have seen @ 
Minute of the late Mr. Fawcett in that 
sense, and I believe that every Post 
master General since has taken the same 
view. I am very glad we have succeeded 
at last in carrying through the arrange 
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nent, and I must acknowledge the liberal them. My hon. Friend the Member for 
way in which the contractors, Messrs. De Bethnal Green has spoken about the large 
La Rueand Co., have met usonthesubject. number of hours over which the duties of 
Mr. DISRAELI (Cheshire, Altrin- some of the postmen are extended, and 
cham): Is the right hon. Gentleman | he spoke of a reform which was pro- 
going to settle the size of the cards ? mised by a predecessor of mine in con- 
"Me. A. MORLEY: Yes. Full nection with the matter. The House 
particulars on this point will be given in will understand what the matter refers to. 
the Regulations. They are how under | It is that eight hours’ duty areiso divided 
consideration, and it would be improper | and split up as on the whole to extend, 
tomake any statement before they are | as stated by my hon. Friend, over 16 
published, as they will be in due course. hours. We are trying, wherever oppor- 
As to the question of a parcel post with tunity occurs, to reduce the number of 
the United States, communications have | hours over which the eight hours’ duty is 
been passing through the Foreign Office | spread ; but it is practically impossible to 
with the United States, but so far the | bring about a change in that matter, ex- 
Government of the Republic have not | cepting where a revision takes place iu 
seen their way to extend to this country | the establishment of a particular postal 
the arrangement which we have with | locality. In a large number of towns 
almost every civilised country in the | we have introduced reforms, and the 
world. But I am not without hopes that | hours have been brought within a total 
they may yet be able to meet our wishes. | limit of 12, and this has been done with 
Then the hon. Member for Canterbury | no increase of expenditure to the Depart- 
mentioned the question of Post Office | ment, or very little. I am doing all I 
wiforms. My attention has been called | can to push forward that reform in other 
to complaints which have been made | districts, and I will look into the case of 
about the condition of the uniforms, and | Hackney. With regard to what the hon. 
I have appointed a small Departmental | Member has said as to Post Office ser- 
Committee to look into the question | vants being allowed to become members 
with a view to seeing what reforms | of Parish and District Councils, we were 
tan be made. The hon. Member | anxious to get the Regulations out as 
also spoke upon the question of | soon as possible. The Post Office Regu- 
acandidate, who had to have consider- | lations were issued before the Treasury 
able operations carried out upon her teeth Minute had reached the Post Office, but 
before being admitted to an appointment. | I can give the hon. Member the assur- 
Iquite admit that in the past there has | ance that the new Postal Regulations 
been a very unsatisfactory arrangement | which will be issued in a day or two will 
with regard to matters of that kind ; but | fully carry out the Minute of the Trea- 
I understand that a good condition of | sury, and will be in accordance with 
teeth is important, both as an indication | the statement of the Secretary to the 
of what the health of the candidate is,| Treasury the other day when he 
and from the fact that bad teeth may be | answered a question in this House. I 
& cause of bad health in the future. | have now mentioned most of the matters 
But the manner in which the subject | raised, and I would now ask the House 
should be dealt with has been looked | to pass the Vote. 
into carefully, and new Regulations have | Mr. EGERTON ALLEN (Pembroke, 
been in force for some time, so that the | &c.) asked if the right hon. Gentleman 
difficulty of which the hon. Member has | could give the House any information as 
complained is not likely to oceur again. | to the acceleration of the postal service to 
I think the Regulations give satisfac- | South Wales, a subject on which the 
tion, and that the Department can-' constituencies were very anxious? The 
not be charged with any harsh treatment | Postmaster General had been good enough 
in @ matter of this kind. I do not think | to say already that the matter had en- 
that the other subjects to which the hon. | gaged his attention, and he wanted to 
Member referred are subjects which he | know whether it had arrived at a stage at 
will expect me to deal with. He has on| which he would be able to give them 
occasions preseuted them before | some further information ? 
the House, and the views of the Depart-| *Mr. A. MORLEY : After protracted 
ment have been expressed with regard to | negotiations with the Great Western 
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Railway Company I have made 
arrangements with the Company by 
which there will be an acceleration 
of the mails to the whole of the South- 
West of Wales, and there will be a later 
post of an hour and a-half to London. 
There were also arrangements made by 
which a new train through the Severn 
Tunnel would give more rapid communi- 
cation between South Wales and the 
South-West of England. 

Mr. DALZIEL (Kirkcaldy, &c.) 
asked whether the right hon. Gentleman 
could give any explanation of the delay 
which had taken place in respect of the 
complaints of the servants of the Post 
Office made some eight or nine months 
ago? He understood they had had 
nothing except in the nature of a formal 
reply, and they were very anxious to 
know what were the intentions of the Go- 
vernment with regard to their demands. 
Could the right hon. Gentleman give any 
explanation of the delay which had 
taken place, and any hope that the de- 
mands would be granted 7 

*Mr. A. MORLEY said, he could give 
his hon. Friend an assurance that the 
delay which had taken place had been 
unavoidable. The matter had been 
receiving careful attention, but - there 
had been necessarily much delay, as_ it 
was extremely complicated; but he 
thought that before very long a decision 
would be arrived at. The Report of the 
Comptroller of the London Postal Ser- 
vice was sent in on the 3lst of July 
last, and the matter was under considera- 
tion in the Secretary’s Office, and would 
have to be presented to the Treasury. 


Resolution agreed to. 
Fifty-second Resolution agreed to. 


Fifty-third Resolution— 


“That a sum, not exceeding £1,676,930, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1895, for the Salaries 
and Working Expenses of the Post Office Tele- 
graph Service,” 


considered. 


*Mr. HENNIKER HEATON said, 
it was desirable that every person in this 
country, whether near to or distant from 
the great centres of population, should 
be placed on an equality in regard to 
postal telegraph communicatious. He 
had placed a Resolution on the Paper 


Mr. A. Morley 
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the object of which was to sweep away: 
these postal guarantees, and he thought 
it was desirable to do away with them, 
and to place the people in outside parts 
of the country on the same level as those 
in the town. The Postmaster General. 
had been pressed to do away with these 
guarantees. They were heavy ch: ’ 
and he trusted the right hon. Gentleman 
would be able to give them an assurance 
that night that he would be able to meet 
the wishes of the people in this respect, 
He also desired to call attention to the 
arrangements for telegraphing money, 
The House were aware that this reform 
had been established after many years’ 
agitation; but in establishing these tele- 
graph Money Orders the Regulations had 
been surrounded with so many difficulties 
that it was now most expensive to 
telegraph money, and the system was not 
so popular as it ought to be. He 
therefore urged the Postmaster General 
to establish a system of sending money 
with the telegram to the house of the 
recipient. If this course were adopted 
a great deal of trouble would be avoided. 
He wished to call. attention to the 
high telegraph charges to Paris from 
London. The charge was 2d. a word, 
The price of a telegram from London to 
Ireland and from London to Jersey 
was only a 4d. a word, and he did not 
see why they should not be able to send 
a telegram from London to France for at 
least ld. a word. He trusted the Post- 
master General would carry out this 
reform, which he regarded as one of the 
strongest possible means of encouraging 
friendly communications between Eng- 
land and France. 

*Mr. A. MORLEY said, that during 
the year 1893-4 there had been 425 new 
telegraph offices opened at Post Offices, 
and 248 at railway stations, a total of 673, 
which was by far the largest number of 
any recent years. From the Ist of April 
of this year there had been 246 new 
offices opened at Post Offices, and 49 at 
railway stations, or 295 in less thaw 
half a year. 

Mr. HENNIKER HEATON : With 
regard to the question of guarantees ? 

*Mr. A. MORLEY said, that wass 
matter for the Treasury. With regard 
to. the telegraph money orders, he: be 
lieved the hon. Gentleman was 
correct in saying that the system was not 
popular, The figures would show thet 





Ld 


eye Fete FTF v= — F| | —_—_ = ae 


=—e 


Se srs ss err Ae CTR eet ae ees OT wr ee OTS Oo ee 


Seas fF ae 


05 Supply—Civil Services, 


the numbers were very largely increasing 
and that the system was very popular 
with the public. 


Resolution agreed to. 


-Further Consideration of Postponed 
Resolutions deferred till To-morrow. 


SUPPLY—REPORT. 
Resolutions [17th August] reported. 


CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DE- 
PARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1894-5, 


Resolutions read a second time. 


First Resolution, 

“That a sum, not exceeding £11,564, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
ou'the 31st day of March 1895, for maintaining 
certain Harbours, Lighthouses, &c., under the 
Board of Trade,” 


considered. 
Motion made, and Question proposed, 


“That this House doth agree with the 
Committee in the said Resolution.” 


Mr. LLOY D-GEORGE (Carnarvon, 
&e.) said, he thought the time had now 


arrived for the Government to postpone 
the further consideration of Supply. 
They had a late Sitting last night—they 
sat from 3 o’clock in the afternoon until 
4 o'clock that morning—and they had 
been sitting now 10 hours, and he sub- 
mitted they were not in a fit state to 
consider Report of Supply. They were 
practically asked to rush through some- 
thing like £32,000,000 of Supply in the 
course of 10 hours, and he submitted 
that that was not a state of things which 
ought to commend itself to the House of 
Commons. There was no real reason 
why the Government should hurry 
through. If they had had a long Ses- 
sion there might be an excuse for this 
excessive hurry to bring matters to a 
determination ; but they had had one of 
the shortest Sessions on record. The 
time had arrived, in his opinion, for post- 
poning the consideration of these Votes. 
Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
IRELAND (Mr. J. Morter, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne) said, he rather regretted the 
line-his hon. Friend had taken. During 
thé whole of two hours of last night 
they discussed more or less closely argu- 
im connection with the Vote for 
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the officers of the House of Lords, and 
he could not conceive, from his own point 
of view, what his hon. Friend gained by 
postponing this Vote. It was clearly 
understood they were to take that Vote, 
and so much contention unfortunately 
arose during the early hours of that 
morning, on the ground that the Govern- 
ment had not fulfilled, as was alleged, an 
agreement, that he really must ask the 
House to go on with the Votes and bring 
this matter, which had caused so much 
contention, to a final close. 

Mr. DALZIEL said, he would 
strongly appeal to the right hon. Gentle- 
man as to whether he would not consent 
to what, after all, was a very simple 
demand. The demand made was simply 
that the Votes in Class I. up to the 
House of Lords should be postponed 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. J. MORLEY said, that was 
exactly what they were unwilling to do. 

Mr. DALZIEL said, they ought not 
to be asked to discuss the question of the 
House of Lords at that time of the night. 
He understood the right hon. Gentleman 
was prepared to assent to the postpone- 
ment of the intervening Votes until they 
arrived at the question of the House of 
Lords. He differed entirely from the 
right hon. Gentleman when he said they 
exhausted the subject that morning, and 
they left off just where they started. But 
he based his Motion on the still broader 
ground that having sat till 4 o’clock 
the previous morning, having then 
sat from 3 o'clock in the after- 
noon continuously till 1 o’clock in 
the morning, it was really too much 
of the Government to expect they were 
going to discuss anything at all after 
the long Sitting in which they had been 
engaged. He recognised that anyone 
who, at this period of the Session, 
desired to discuss anything at all was 
regarded, perhaps not unjustly, by a 
large section of the House as an 
intruder. They were kept there 
day after day until a very late hour 
for the transaction of Government 
business ; they had consented to their own 
private opportunities being taken away 
from them to further the Government 
business ; and at the end of the Session, 
when every Member was looking forward 
to a holiday, they were asked to sacrifice 
their remaining opportunities in order to 





\conduce to the general convenience of 
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the House. He considered that having 
regard to the amount of money that had 
already been approved of to-night, and 
to the fact that, after all, they ought still 
to give some consideration to the ques- 
tions that arose in Supply, the time had 
now arrived when the Debate should be 
adjourned. He, therefore, moved that 
the Debate be now adjourned. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Debate be now adjourned.” — 
(Mr. Dalziel.) 


Mr. KEARLEY (Devonport) thought 
the time had arrived when they should 
make some protest against being kept 
there. Supply did not receive that 
amount of consideration and attention it 
deserved, Although he should be very 
sorry indeed to put any obstacle in the 
way of the Government getting on with 
their business he did say there ought to 
be some combined effort on the part of 
Members on all sides of the House to 
endeavour to see that they had an oppor- 
tunity of discussing Supply at a proper 
period of the Session, and in a complete 
manner. There were in Supply most 
important questions, probably far more 
important than much of the legislation 
they had todeal with from time to time. 
It had, however, become the practice to 
induce Members to give up their right to 
diseuss Supply on the Votes, and to 
ask them to take the discussion on 
the Report stage. Last night, at mid- 
night. he had possession of the House 
when the Naval Vote was before them, 
and he was asked to forego his right of 
speaking at that stage and allow the 
Vote to be taken, he being assured that 
there would be a full opportunity of dis- 
cussing the question on the Report stage. 
That day had gone; they had entered 
upon another day, and here they had a 
full array of Ministers all dying with 
anxiety to get hon. Members to abstain 
from bringing matters forward and to 
sacrifice their rights. He thought the 
time had come when they should vigor- 
ously protest against this. He had no 
doubt it would be a serious ineonve- 
nience {to continue the Sittings of the 
House for one more day, but he thought 
the Government would be wise to give 
way to what was practically the unani- 
mous desire of the House. 

Mr. J. MORLEY did not agree that 
it was practically the unanimous desire 


Mr. Dalziel 
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of the House that the Debate should be 
now adjourned. He would point out to 
his hon. Friend that the complaint made 
against the Government the previons. 
morning was that at 2 o'clock in the 
morning they did not take this Vote re- 
lating to the House of Lords. It was 
now the comparatively modest hour of 
1 o’clock, and the complaint was that 
the Government desired to take it up, 
He’ would point out that they were not 
going to discuss the question of a Second 
Chamber or anything of that kind. There 
was a discussion the other night, to some 
extent, upon a particular point raised 
his hon. Friends from Ireland. They wished 
to make a protest—a very just and proper 
protest—against the action taken in the 
House of Lords ou a particular measure, 
The gentlemen who were specially con- 
cerned had entered that protest, and they 
did not wish to discuss the general ques- 
tion of the House of Lords on so very 
narrow an issue, The hon. Member 
who had last spoken had said that the 
necessity of Supply being taken at a 
reasonable period of the Session when 
there were opportunities for discussion 
was more important than many of their 
legislative projects. 

Mr. KEARLEY : I said it possibly 
might be more important. 

Mr. J. MORLEY said, he had heard 
that kind of language during the length 
of years that he had had the honour of & 
seat in that House, but he submitted that 
when they were within two or three days 
of the Prorogation of Parliament the 
argument was not a good one on the 
present occasion, and the Government 
felt bound to resist the Motion for the 
Adjournment of the Debate. 

Dr. CLARK wanted to know how 


long the right hon. Gentleman meant to 


keep them up this morning? Yesterday 
morning the position was somewhat 
different to what it was this morning, 
because the previous morning they had 
not to meet again until 3 o’clock in the 
afternoon, whereas to-day they had 
meet at 12 o'clock noon, and they had 
yet got to go home, sleep, and have 
breakfast. He thought it was only fair, 
under these circumstances, that they she 

have time given them to do these things 
when they were going to meet three hours 
earlier than they met yesterday. He did 
not see why they should be kept up say 
longer, seeing that they were going todo 
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the work to-morrow. If it had been 
necessary to finish that night he could 
have understood it, but it was not. They 
were going to have another day. He 
did not suppose the Scottish Local Go- 
yernment Bill would take more than two 
or three hours, and all the rest of the 
time could be devoted to completing the 
remainder of the work instead of taking 
an hour or two at the present time. He 
thought it was time hon. Members were 
allowed to go home, seeing that they had 
to return in the middle of the day. 


Question put. 


The House divided: — Ayes 39; 
Noes 83.—(Division List, No. 244.) 

Resolution agreed to. 

Resolutions Two, Three, Four, and 
Five postponed. 

Sixth Resolution, 

“That a sum, not exceeding £22,595, be 

ted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 

necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3lst day of March 1895, for the Salaries 


and Expenses of the Offices of the House of 
Lords,” 


considered. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House doth agree with the 
Committee in the said Resolution.” 


Mr. DALZIEL rose to move to reduce 
the Vote by the sum of £20,000. He 
regretted that proper time had not been 
given by the Government to discuss the 
action the House of Lords had thought 
proper to pursue with regard to the 

victed Tenants Bill. He pressed the 
Government to give some definite indica- 
tion of what their policy was to be with 
regard to the present form of that 
Chamber. He could not feel that 
the Government would be _ sur- 
prised that they were anxious for 
more light upon this matter. At 

very commencement of the present 
Session, in one of the very earliest pro- 
nouncements, this House, by a majority, 
decided to make a representation to Her 
Majesty that the power of the House of 
eee should be curtailed for reasons 
whic 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! The 
hou. Gentleman is not now in Order. 

Mr. DALZIEL should not pursue that 

of argument further. He was under 

the impression that this Vote being asked 

for the House of Lords, they might 
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have upon it based a demand as to 
what the policy of the Government was 
to be. owever, he would come in a 
different line towards the same question, 
and he would ask the Government whe- 
ther, in view of the action of the House 
of Lords with regard to the measures 
which had been passed by a majority of 
this House, they did not consider in the 
interests of the Government themselves, 
in the interests of the House of Commons, 
and in the interests of the country, that 
they should at the present time know 
what their policy was to be in regard to 
that Chamber ? Of course, he did not ask 
the Government on a great constitutional 
question sach as that undoubtedly was to 
deal with it in a light-hearted fashion, but 
he did think, in view of the action of that 
Chamber, and in view of its absolute use- 
lessness —— 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order! The 
bon. Member is not in Order. He is 
not entitled to speak of the other branch 
of the Legislature in those terms. The 
Question before the House is the reduc- 
tion of the Vote for the officers of the 
other House. The hon. Member con- 
sulted me privately, and [ told him he 
was entitled to ask a question as to what 
the Government proposed to do, but to 
discuss the policy or action of the House 
of Lords upon a question of the reduc- 
tion of the Vote for the salaries of the 
officers of the House of Lords is, I think, 
out of Order. 


Mr. DALZIEL said, he would simply 
confine himself to asking the Government 
whether they could, on the present occa- 
sion, now that they were practically at 
the end of the Session, give them some 
indication of what their policy in the 
future was to be with regard to the other 
Chamber. He did not ask them to pledge 
themselves to introduce a Bill dealing 
with the powers of that Assembly. He 
only asked them two things: In the 
first place, that they would undertake, 
during the existence of the present 
Parliament, and, if possible, during the 
next Session, to lay upon the Table of the 
House a Resolution embodying their 
policy with regard to the matter; and, in 
the second place, he asked for a declara- 
tion—and he thought they were entitled 
to receive it—that when this Resolution 
was laid upon the Table they should 
deal with the question in such a way as 
to make this Chamber absolutely supreme 
in all matters of legislation. 
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Mr. SPEAKER pointed out that. it) 
was not necessary to move the reduction, 
which would be tantamount to opposing 
the whole Vote. 


Mr. WARNER (Somerset, N.), as oue 
who had always been ready to support 
the Government through their Estimates, 
could not help expressing the reasons 
why on this Vote he should support his 
hon. Friend. It was quite true that 
this was only a Vote for paying Civil 
servants. But they were the Civil ser- 
vants that were employed in the other 
Chamber, and the discussion that took 
place last night, and the unfortunate inci- 
dents attending it, alone had made it a 
sort of Vote of Confidence in the other 
House. If they required any further 
proof of that it was afforded by the way 
the Opposition Benches had been filled 
up by those who were ready to come 
here to support what had been described 
that day as the Permanent Committee of 
the Conservative Party. When a Vote 
was asked for which had to be supported 
by the advocates of that Committee, and 
when the Government were relying upon 
them, he felt that, as a Radical, one was 


bound to vote even against a Liberal 
Government that required such support 
and were ready to take this Vote in such 
a way as to make it really one of con- 
fidence in the House of Lords. 


*Mr. WEIR said, the jright hon, Gen- 
tleman who was leading the House stated 
some time ago that the Irish Members 
had lodged their protest against the House 
of Lords. So much for the Irish Members. 
The House had heard the protest of the 
Irish Celts and also the Welsh Celts, 
and now he, speaking on behalf of the 
Celts of the Highlands of Scotland, 
demanded to know from the Government 
what they intended to do with the House 
of Lords, which frustrated the business of 
the country and ‘prevented the advance 
of legislation. He hoped to be in the 
Highlands in a few days, and while there 
expected to attend a conference of High- 
landers from all parts of the mainland 
and the islands. Those people would 
naturally wish to know from him what 
the Government were going to do with 
the House of Lords. e therefore 
desired to know from the present Leader 
of the House (Mr. J. Morley) what 
action the Government intended to take ? 
He trusted Radical Members would not 
‘Teave the House without a clear and 





eandid statement from the right hog 
Gentleman. f 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said, it way 
due to the supporters of the Government 
that the Government should give some 
answer to the appeal made to them 
their followers as to what they intended 
to do with the House of Lords. So far 
the only answer the supporters of the 
Government had had on a question that 
agitated the country—a question in whieh 
the Liberal Party of the country took 
deep concerun—was an arrangement be 
tween the two Front Benches by which 
the Government brought down the T 
Party in‘a body to vote down their 6 
supporters. It would bé a very unsatis- 
factory thing if the supporters of ‘the 
Government had to tell their constituents 
that the only thing the Government had 
done was to enter into «n alliance with 
the Tory Party to burke discussion on 
the House of Lords. 

Mr. J. MORLEY: My hon. Friend 
who has just sat down has given a 
version of the situation which is a long 
way removed from the truth. 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Heat, 
hear ! 

Mr. J. MORLEY : There has been 
no transaction between right hon, Gen 
tlemen opposite and the Government 
such as he has described. 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Hear, 
hear ! 

Mr. J. MORLEY: And I cannot 
conceive upon what facts, or supposed 
facts, such an allegation is made. Iti 
said the vote about to be taken is a Vote 
of Confidence or No Confidence in the 
House of Lords. If that were so, the 
Members of the Government and our 
supporters would all be found in the same 
Lobby ; but it is because the Govern- 
ment feel the gravity and magnitude 
of the question of the House of Lords 
that we decline to enter on an issue 
great on the trumpery question of the 
salaries of the officials of the House of 
Lords. If it is raised, as assuredly it 
will be raised, in the House of Com 
—it has already been raised in 
country—it must be raised on an isste 
and on a proposition worthy of 
magnitude of the question con . 
That is the position of the Government 
As the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said last night, we were so alive to the 
gravity of this question—we know how 
those who support the Government haye 
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this question at heart—that we ought not 
to be induced to deal with it, or enter on 
aserious discussion of it on a question of 
this kind. What my right hon. Friend 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer said 
last night I repeat now in regard to 
dealing with this great constitutional 

tion. The time and the maaner of 
dealing with this great question is a 
point the Government must settle them- 
slves, and one which we intended to 
consider and discuss among ourselves 
during the Recess. Whatever propositions 
might be the fruit of that consideration, 
the present was not the time nor the issue 
on which the question should be raised. 
Hon. Members below the Gangway will 
admit that we would be making our- 
selves ridiculous if upon a Vote of this 
kind we were to raise, at the fag-end of 
the Session, within three or four days of 
the Prorogation, this great constitutional 
question. I do not think hon. Members 


below the Gangway are serious. [ Opposi- 
tion cheers and Radical cries of “Oh, 
oh!”}] Of course they are absolutely 
serious in their intention to press this 
question on the attention of the constitu- 


encies and upon Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, but what I mean to say is that the 
Government cannot at this time of the 
Session be expected to bring forward 
their proposals on one of the gravest 
constitutional issues ever raised in the 
history of this country. If there is one 
Minister on this Bench likely to feel 
strongly on the action of another place 
Tam that Minister. ButI will not press 
that consideration on the House at this 
moment. My hon. Friends below the 
Gangway know perfectly well that the 
Government are fully alive to the gravity 
—the pressing gravity—of this ques- 
tion. We do indeed feel the great re- 
sponsibility of deciding what steps shall 
betaken in the matter, and I can only 


assure hon. Members that it is receiv-. 


ing our most careful consideration, So 
long as in another place they persist in 
resisting measures dealing with Ireland, 
they make it an actual and pressing 
question for the consideration of any 
Liberal Government—whether this one or 
sy one that may follow. Under these 
titeumstances, I hope my hon. Friends 
Will believe that we have this subject 
ully before our minds, that we are con- 
it, and must consider it, because 

we did not ;jwish to do so—which is 
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not the case—the feeling of the country 
binds us to consider it. 

Mr. SEXTON said, he hoped the 
Tory Party who had attended in such 
phenomenal numbers—phenomenal con- 
sidering the stage of the Session and the 
engagements of those hon. Gentlemen 
elsewhere—would allow the few hon. 
Members who wished to express their 
opinions on such an important matter to 
do so without interruption, or otherwise 
the Debate must be prolonged. The 
question at issue was one which excited 
the passions of Irish Members as well 
as their interest. It was said in the 
course of the Debate on the Evicted 
Tenants’ Bill in the House of Lords that 
that Bill should be rejected because the 
Irish votes were cast for it. The Bill 
was an Irish Bill, and it was extremely 
natural that the Irish votes should be 
given upon it; and when language of 
that sort was made the justification for 
the rejection by the Lords of Bills re- 
lating to Ireland, it would be understood 
why any question relating to the main- 
tenance of the House of Lords should 
be regarded by the Irish Members as of 
primary importance. He knew that the 
existence and functions of the House of 
Lords could not properly be brought into 
the present Debate ; but he regretted that, 
considering the length of time that had 
elapsed since the House of Lords came 
into direct conflict with the House of 
Commons upon the main point of policy 
upon which the Government was put in 
power, and the urgent pleas of their 
most ardent and faithful followers in the 
House who most directly represented the 
pervading feeling of Liberalism in this 
country, the right hon. Gentleman and 
his colleagues hag nothing more explicit 
to say than that they were sensible of 
the gravity and urgency of the question. 
He regretted that the Government had 
not seen their way to define their policy 
in this matter in some clear and satisfac- 
tory way. He thought it was not 
enough for them to say that they were 
sensible of the gravity of the question. 
To say that the Government was not 
sensible of the gravity of the question 
would be to say that they were not 
honest politicians. He regarded them as 
honest politicians ; he believed they were 
determined as far as men could to carry 
the policy they meant to pursue into 
effect ; but what he complained of was 
that they.did not engage themselves more 


§c., Estimates. 
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directly and more earnestly in the con-] Ninth Resolution postponed. 

sideration of this great question, and did Tenth, Eleventh, Twelfth, Thi 

not give satisfaction to their followers in | Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth, and 

that House and in the country by inform- | Seventeenth Resolutions agreed to. 

ing them in some specific terms at what ; : 

time they would proceed, and what would pen OY Trecysaa tee me first, 
Py * ’ ’ - 

be the mode of their action. He thought Twenty-second, Twenty-third, Twenty. 


there was something in the aspect of the , 
House which rendered debate superfluous. —— Hatem 5 pone aad J wenty'a 


The most unskilled observer must be . 
struck by the altered aspect of the House. | Twenty ~seventh Resolution postponed. 
Last night the Tory Party were sub-| Twenty-eighth Resolution agreed to, 
stantially absent ; last night theGovern- | Twenty-ninth Resolution postponed, 
ment were determined not to go toa Remaining Resolutions agreed to. 
Division on the Vote for the House of Postponed Resolutions to be considered 
Lords because last night they could not | To.morrow. 

rely on the Liberal Party to carry that 


Vote. To-night, by what means he | pisyasEs OF ANIMALS BILL.—(No. 348) 


knew not, except, as was the talk of the Lets ' Atnondunedta’ to ‘be’ Sonali 


Lobbies, it was by a system of broken wp : 
pairs—a system by which Liberals and {Special Entry, ee er Meee 


Tories paired with each other broke their 

up Rear they might vote for the SUPPLY—REPORT. 
ouse of Lords—but whatever the means : 

there was a remarkable attendance of the meinen cevteer’ he orien 

Tory Party ; and the circumstance that CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE 

the Government took advantage of that | DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 18945, 

attendance of the Tory Party to take Crass V. 

the Vote of the House of Lords was a| «That a sum, not exceeding £50,000, be 

circumstance of such force and signi- | granted to Her Majesty, to defray the Chang 


fi 4 which will come in course of payment duri 
cance as to render debate superfluous the year ending on the Slet day of March 13898 


Question put. asa Grant in Aid of Expenses connected with 
The House divided :—Ayes 76 ; Noes quads and dslghhouting Districts. 
45.—(Division List, No. 245.) Resolution agreed to. 


Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Resolu- 


F STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATES BILL, 
tions agreed to. 


4 ¥ On Motion of Mr. Storey, Bill for the appoint 
Resolutions Ten and Eleven post- | ment of Stipendiary Magistrates in Counties, 
poned. and to amend the Law as to their appointment 
74,3 in Urban Places and Boroughs, ordered to be 
Twelfth, Thirteenth, Fourteenth, | brought in by Mr. Storey, Mr. Samuel Evans 
Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth, and | Mr. Lloyd-George, Sir Charles Dilke, Mr. Dott, 
Eighteenth Resolutions agreed to. Mr. Gourley, and Mr. John Wilson. aul 
Resolutions Ninete@n and Twenty Bill presented, and read fret time. '{ 


postponed. 
‘ ; WAYS AND MEANS. 
m Postponed Resolutions to be considered | (sidered in Committee. 
adie: Senate (In the Committee.) 


SUPPLY—REPORT. PR acre ad Ly hey ea the 
; er service 
Resolutions (18th August] reported. of Geese aula the 3lst day of March 189%, 


¥ ‘7 the sum of £27,795,151 be ted out of the 
CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom.”— 


DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1894-5. (The Chancellor of the Exchequer.) 

Resolutions read a second time. Resolution to be reported To-morrow. 

First Two Resolutions postponed. Whereupon, in pursuance of the Onder 

Third, Fourth, and Fifth Resolutions | of the House of the 16th instant, Mt 
agreed to. Speaker adjourned the House without 

Sixth and Seventh Resolutions post- | Question put. 
pened. House adjourned ta quis 

Eighth Resolution agreed to. cane after Two 

Mr. Sexton 
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Liverpool 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Wednesday, 22nd August 1894, 


NEW WRITS ISSUED. 

For the Borough of Leicester, v. James 
Alanson Picton, esquire, Chiltern Hun- 
dreds. 

Borough of Leicester, v. Sir James 
Whitehead, baronet, Mano: of North- 
stead. 





QUESTIONS. | 


CHELSEA HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN, 


Mr. J. STUART (Shoreditch, Hox- | 
ton) asked the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether his attention 
had been called to recent allegations re- 
specting the conduct of the medical staff 
of the Chelsea Hospital for Women ; 
whether it was the case that the whole , 
staff resigned ; whether, notwithstanding 
the Report of a Committee presided over 
by Lord Cadogan, all except two of the 
staff had been re-elected ; and whether 
he had any power to order an inquiry 
into the whole proceedings ; and, if so, 
whether he would order such an in- 
quiry ? 

Tae UNDER SECRETARY or! 
STATE rok tHE HOME DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. Georce Russet, North 
Beds.) : The Secretary of State has seen | 
the allegations to which my hon. Friend | 
refers, and is fully alive to the gravity of | 
them. Iam bound, however, to tell my 
hon. Friend that the Home Office have 
some private reason for believing that 
the allegations made in the newspapers 
we not correct. If my hon. Friend will 
communicate with me privately, I will 
tell him what I know of the matter. In 

meantime I have to announce that 
the Secretary of State has no power to 
order an inquiry, as suggested in the 
question, 


PAUPER CHILDREN. 

Mr. J, STUART asked the President 
of the Local Government Board whether, 
appointing the Committee in respect of 

management of pauper children, he 
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would include in the Reference to that 
Committee the question of placing the 
educational arrangements in uper 
schools, or in pauper schools fulfilling 
certain conditions, under the inspection 
of the Education Department ? 

Tae PRESIDENT or tue LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. SHaw- 
Lerevre, Bradford, Central) : I do not 
think it will be necessary to make any 
special mention of this matter, as it will, 
I believe, come well within the general 
terms of the Reference to the Com- 
mittee. 


GLASGOW CATHEDRAL. 


Mr. CARVELL WILLIAMS 
(Notts, Mansfield) asked the First Com- 


'missioner of Works whether, Glasgow 


Cathedral being under the control of the 
Board of Works, any alteration in the 
structure or fittings could be made with- 
out the approval of the Board ; whether 
the alterations lately made or now in 
progress therein had been so approved ; 
and out of what funds would the cost be 
defrayed ? 

Tae FIRST COMMISSIONER or 
WORKS (Mr. H. Gtapstong, Leeds, 
W.): It is the rule that any alteration in 
the structure or fittings of Glasgow 
Cathedral must receive the approval of 
the Board of Works. I have not had 
time to get full necessary information, 
but I am not aware of any alterations 
having been made without such approval. 
The only work of this character carried 
out lately at the charge of Votes of 
Parliament is the erection of an internal 
south porch, which was required much 
more for the health and comfort of the 
warders and public generally than of the 
congregation, and the cost was only 
about £70. The expense of the recent 
works in the choir was defrayed, accord- 
ing to the information before me, out of 
local and private contributions. I am 
making further inquiries, and will com- 
municate with my hon. Friend. 


LIVERPOOL POST OFFICE. 

Mr. LAWRENCE (Liverpool, Aber- 
cromby) asked the First Commissioner of 
Works, regarding the contract for the 
Liverpool Post Office, whether the clause 
therein making the Government not 
responsible for the quantities was not an 
unusual one in works of such magnitude ; 
and whether he would permit the esti- 
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mate of the quantities to form part of the 
contract ? 


Mr. H. GLADSTONE: The ad- 
vertisement inviting tenders for the 
new post office at Liverpool notifies, as 
usual in the case of all new works under 
the Department, that the Commissioners 
of Works do not hold themselves re- 
sponsible for the accuracy of the bills of 
quantities. The question of making an 
alteration in the practice of the Depart- 
ment is a very serious one. It is now 
receiving consideration from the technical 
officers of the Board, and it shall be 
decided as soon as possible. 

Mr. LAWRENCE asked whether it 
was the invariable custom of the Board 
of Works to issue an advertisement on the 
lines of the present one ? 

Mr. H. GLADSTONE: Yes, Sir, 


it is. 


Tipton 


THE BRITISH EAST AFRICA 
COMPANY. 


Mr. LAWRENCE asked the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether, in view of his statement a short 
time ago to the effect that the delay in 
settling terms of compensation with the 
British East Africa Company had been 
due to the difference between the Go- 
vernment and the Company as to what 
the amount should be, he would state 
what terms had been proposed by Her 
Majesty’s Government and declined by 
the Company ; whether the Government 
gave any opinion on the terms offered b 
the Company on June 23, 1893, and 
withdrawn on May 8, 1894; and, if no 
opinion had been expressed by the Go- 
vernment on this proposal, then on what 
proposal had the difference of opinion 
arisen which had been alleged by him in 
the House ; and whether the Government 
had any proposals to make to the Com- 
pany, and by whom the amount of com- 
pensation was to be finally determined ? 


THe UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(Sir E. Grey, Northumberland, Ber- 
wick) : I have nothing to add to what I 
previously stated in debate on this ques- 
tion. The original hope of the Govern- 
ment was that the Company would nego- 
tiate on the subject of the concession. 
The Company were anxious that in any 
negotiations the claim in regard to the 


Mr, Lawrence 
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Rifle Range. 


‘Charter should be included ; but the 
Government, unfortunately, had reason 
to suppose that the first estimate of the 
Company’s claim in regard to the Charter 
was so large that it would be impossible 
for the Government to make, in respect to 
it, any proposal which would have an 
chance of being accepted by the Com- 
pany. 

Mr. LAWRENCE said, that the hon, 
Gentleman had not really answered the 
question in any accurate sense, though it 
had been brought under the notice of the 
Foreign Office a week ago. He wished 
to know when he would get a categorical 
answer to the question ? 


Str E. GREY: A word of personal 
explanation. I was shown this question 
the other day by the hon. Member ; but 
| I have not got verbal memory enough to 
be able to carry its terms in my mind. I 
did not see it on the Paper till 2 o’clock 
this morning, and no time was lost in 
presenting the question to the other 
authorities who must be consulted in the 
matter. I have done my best to get the 
hon. Gentleman the information. I hope 
to receive information in the course of 
to-day, and, so far as a more categorical 
| answer can be expected, it shall be given 
| on Friday. 
| 


| 





TIPTON RIFLE RANGE. 


Mr. LLOYD (Wednesbury) asked the 
Secretary of State for War whether he 
was aware that the bullet that killed 
Mr. Henn’s son on June 9 at Tipton 
believed to have been fired 
by one of the Volunteers of the 
Ist V.B. Worcestershire Regiment whilst 
shooting at the range in _ ordinary 
practice ; whether the War Office had 
received complaints from Tipton in the 
year 1892 that the range was unsafe; 
whether, in consequence of these com 
plaints, the range was at that time 
closed, inspected, and afterwards pre 
nounced by the War Office to be sale, 
and was again re-opened ; whether the 
War Office having allowed a rifle range 
to be used, which they now condemned 
as unsafe, and which they had now cl 
they could allow to Mr. Henn his out- 
pocket expenses in connection with 
death of his son if they believed the 
death was caused by a stray bullet from 
this rifle range ; and whether the closing 
of the range would be permanent? ,— 
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"Tue FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
ro THE WAR OFFICE (Mr. Woopatt, 
Hanley) (who replied) said : I am aware, 
from the proceedings of the inquest in 
this unfortunate case, that the lst Volun- 
ter Battalion of the Worcestershire 
Regiment were firing at the range when 
the accident occurred, and presumably 
the fatal shot was fired by one of the 
members of that corps. No complaints 
in regard to this range appear to have 
been received in the War Office prior to 
this accident. The range was closed for 
a time in 1892 by the Local Military 
Authorities, and again re-opened by them 
after being examined and pronounced to 
be safe. With regard to Mr. Henn’s 
claim, I can only refer to the answer 
given by the Secretary of State on June 
18, and that by myself subsequently. 
As long as existing conditions continue 
the range will not be re-opened. 


Mr. LLOYD inquired whether the 
Local Authorities who closed the range 
in 1892 were authorised by the War 
Office to act on their behalf ? 


Mr. WOODALL: Yes; of course 
they acted under authority. 


Mr. LLOYD asked whether, as the 
Local Authorities were acting under the 
orders of the War Office, the War Office 
were not liable for their acts ? 


*Mr. WOODALL : In a sense, cer- 
tainly ; but what has been done was 
done not by the direction of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief or the War Office, but 
o the responsibility of the local 
officers. 


Mr. LLOYD asked whether, if the 
Local Authorities were authorised by the 
War Office to close the range and then 
afterwards to re-open it as a safe range, 
the Volunteers ordered to shoot on the 
range could object to use it, although it 
had been sanctioned by the War Office ? 
If they could not, then could the 
Volunteers be liable in any way for this 
accident ? 


*Mr. WOODALL: I decline to be 
drawn into a controversy on a point like 
that. The range, under ordinary cireum- 
stances, was fairly safe. The particular 
accident appears to have occurred through 
4 bullet hitting the roof of a shelter and 
then ricochetting in an unexpected 
manner. The incident only goes to show 
that a range, under such exceptional 
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circumstances, cannot be considered as 
perfectly safe. 


Mr. LLOYD asked whether the War 
Office had really made inquiries into the 
matter, inasmuch as he was informed 
that the house in which the unfortunate 
man lived was covered with bullet 
marks ? 

*Mr. WOODALL : I will communi- 
cate with the Local Authorities, and 
will give the hon. Member an answer 
hereafter. 


Transvaal. 


JABEZ BALFOUR. 

Mr. COBB (Warwick, S.E., Rugby) 
asked the Under Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether it was true, as 
stated in the newspapers, that the appeal 
of Jabez Balfour had been dismissed ? 


Sir E. GREY: The Foreign Office 
have had no further information beyond 
that which I communicated to the House 
the other day; and I wish to enter a 
caveat on this occasion as regards the 
information received at the Foreign 
Office. So far from the information 
received by the Foreign Office being a 
month after time, it has been up to date ; 
while other information has been a month 
before the fact. 


TRADESMEN’S LICENCES. 

Mr. COMBE (Surrey, Chertsey) asked 
the Secretary to the Treasury if trades- 
men residing in a district in which they 
call upon customers for orders are liable 
to pay the licence of £4 per annum ? 


Sir.J. T. HIBBERT : I think the 
hon. Member must be under some mis- 
apprehension, as I am informed that 
there is no such thing as a £4 licence ; 
but if he will communicate to me or to 
the Board of Inland Revenue the parti- 
culars of the case which he desires to 
question the matter shall be inquired 
into. 


THE TRANSVAAL. 


Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield, Ecclesall) asked the Under 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whe- 
ther he would present to Parliament a 
copy of the Petition with regard to the 
franchise and commandeering recently 
presented to Sir Henry Loch in the 
Transvaal, and signed by 13,000 British 
subjects there resident ? 
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Tue UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror tHe COLONIES (Mr. 
S. Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Poplar) : 
Yes, Sir. If desired, I will present the 
Paper at once. 


Sm E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
asked the Under Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether he could now give 
auy information upon one or two points 
connected with a question which was 
asked for him on Tuesday by the hon. 
Member for Preston ? The Under Secre- 
tary had promised to obtain information 
from South Africa as to the relative pro- 
portions of population in the Transvaal 
Republic. He wished to know whether 
the Under Secretary would procure that 
information under three heads—first, the 
number of Boer citizens within the 
Transvaal ; secondly, the total number of 
foreign persons resident in the Trans- 
vaal ; and, thirdly, the total number of 
persons of British origin resident in the 
Transvaal, as distinct from the rest of 
the foreign population ; and whether he 
would make the information public, 
through the ordinary channels of com- 
munication, as soon as he received it, 


seeing that the House would not then be 
sitting. Then as to the right hon. Gen- 


tleman’s answer yesterday, when he 
stated that the total European popula- 
tion was 119,000, did he mean to include 
in that the Boer citizens or the foreign 
residents only ? 

Mr. S. BUXTON: The figure 
119,000, from the Census of 1890, in- 
cluded every one but natives ; but that 
figure is now necessarily very much out 
of date. The three points on which the 
hon. Gentleman desires information are 
just the three points which suggested 
themselves to me. But the information 
we obtain cannot be more than approxi- 
mately correct. As to the publication of 
the information, I will see about it. 


Dr. CLARK (Caithness) asked whe- 
ther it would be possible, except under 
the Census which was made every 10 
years, to give the number of foreigners in 
England? Were the Boers to be ex- 
pected to do more in that respect than 
was possible in this country ? 

Mr. S. BUXTON: Probably the 
South African Republic will be able to 
give us the figures approximately as we 
should be able to give figures approxi- 
mately. 
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Dr. CLARK: They have no means 
of getting the information accurately 
from one Census to another any more 
than we have. 


Mr. S. BUXTON: If they have not 
got the information they cannot give it 
to us. 

Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
said, that the hon. Gentleman’s answer 
of the other day as to the recent fran- 
chise law was not quite clear. Did the 
law prohibit any foreign residents whose 
parents had been previously naturalised 
from obtaining the franchise ? 


Mr. 8S. BUXTON: I have not yet 
received the text of the new law; and, 
indeed, I do not know whether it is abso- 
lutely passed yet in all its stages. But, 
as I understand from the short summary 
of the Debates which I have seen in the 
South African papers, the position is 
this: Children whose parents were not 
naturalised will be in the same position 
as new residents, and will have to under- 
go the same process of naturalisation. 

Mr. TOMLINSON : Does the hon, 
Member for Caithness ask these ques- 
tions as the agent for the Transvaal 
Republic ? 

[No auswer was given. | 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


BUILDING SOCIETIES (No, 2) BILL. 
(No. 246.) 

Lords’ Amendments to be considered 
forthwith. 

Mr. HOWELL (Bethnal Green, 
N.E.): Does the First Commissioner of 
Works agree to these Amendments ? 

Tue FIRST COMMISSIONER or 
WORKS (Mr. H. Grapstong, Leeds, 
W.): Yes, I have been carefully th 
them, and I have shown them to 
hon. Members for Stockport and 
Islington. 

Lords’ Amendments considered, and 
agreed to. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) 
BILL.—(No. 337.) 


Lords’ Amendments considered. 


Lords’ Amendment proposed, to leavé 
out lines 22 and 23— 
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“The Board shall comply with any instruc- 
tions which may be issued by the Secretary for 
Scotland.” 


Dr. CLARK (Caithness) said, he did 
not know whether the Government in- 
tended to accept all the Lords’ Amend- 
ments ; but perhaps they might have an 
explanation from the Secretary for 
Scotland with regard to this Amendment, 
which was an important one. 

Tue SECRETARY ror SCOT- 
LAND (Sir G. Trevetrran, Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) said, he had taken the very 

test care in the arrangement of 
Clause 4, in order to carry out what he 

mised to the House of Commons— 
that the Local Government Board should 
be responsible to Parliament. They 
laid it down on the lines of the English 
Board, and still more of the Irish Board, 
and in neither of these cases was any 
provision of this sort. The Government 
considered it would be absolutely un- 
necessary, and not only that, but it might 
be regarded as somewhat invidious to put 
these words in when they were recon- 
stituting the Board. At the same time, 
when the question was raised in the 
Grand Committee, the Government did 
not think it essential to refuse to accept 
the Amendment inserting these words. 
The Secretary for Scotland would have 
the same relation to Parliament in respect 
of the Local Government Bill in Scot- 
land as the Chief Secretary for Ireland 
had in respect to the Local Government 
Board in Ireland. 

Dr. CLARK said, he was strongly in 
favour of the words in the Bill, but he 
would not divide against the Lords’ 
Amendment. The Secretary for Scot- 
land would still be responsible in that 
House for whatever the Local Govern- 
ment Board might do. The right hon. 
Gentleman, however, with these words 
struck out, might not be able to direct 
the action of the Board in Edinburgh, 
and the Scottish Members were very 
anxious that in future the Secretary for 
Scotland should not be able to hide him- 
self behind the Board, but that he should 
be required to take personal responsibility 
upon himself. 

Mr. HOZIER (Lanarkshire, S.) said, 
that Lord Tweedmouth, who was in 
charge of the Bill in the other House, 
stated that this proviso had probably been 
inserted by too enthusiastic an admirer 
of the present Secretary for Scotland. 
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Mr. CALDWELL (Lanark, Mid) 


said, that the Amendment was not in- 
serted in the Grand Committee for the 
purpose of conferriug any greater power 
on the Secretary for Scotland, but of con- 
ferring on the Scottish people greater 
control over the Secretary for Scotland, 
that he should not have the power to say 
that this or that was the resolution of 
the Board, over which he had no control. 
The object of the words which were in- 
serted was to put on the face of the 
Statute the fact that the Secretary for 
Scotland was to be responsible to Parlia- 
ment for the deliberations and Orders of 
the Board. He thought that was only 
right, considering the enormous powers 
which were given to the Board to make 
Orders practically superseding legisla- 
tion. Looking, bowever, to the fact 
that they were anxious to have the Bill 
passed, he would not at that period of 
the Session divide against the Lords’ 
Amendment. 


Lords’ Amendment agreed to. 


Other Lords’ 
to :-— 

Page 2, line 24, leave out (“may”), 
and insert (“shall”). 

Page 3, line 20, after (“executed”), 
insert (“or any action or proceeding 
raised ”). 

Page 5, line 5, after (“ register”), in- 
sert (“ exclusive of such portions thereof 
as relate to police burghs”’). 

Line 36, leave out (“ register of parish 
electors”), and insert (“ Parish Council 
register ”’). 

Line 42, leave out (“each”), and in- 
sert (“such”). 

Page 7, line 32, leave out (“seven ”), 
and insert (“fourteen”). 


Amendments agreed 


Amendment in page 8, line 13, leave 
out (“ landward ”), the next Amendment, 
read a second time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House doth agree with the 
Lords in the said Amendment.” 


Mr. CALDWELL said, that as the 
Bill stood if there were an election in- 
stituted by a landward parish the ex- 
penses would fall solely on that land. 
ward parish. The Lords’ Amendment 
would throw the charge upon all the 
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parishes concerned. In the same way, if 
there was an election rendered necessary 
by the action of the burgh parish, the 
Lords would require that the expense 
should be shared by the landward parish. 
The elections were different—one held 
under the County Council, and the other 
under the Burgh Act, each having a dis- 
tinct electoral roll. This was not a 
question of Party politics at all, and 
people should be encouraged to refrain 
from having contests, and this encourage- 
ment would be given by making the ex- 
pense fall on that portion of the parish 
responsible for the election. If the 
people knew that the expense was to be 
spread all over the parish they would not 
have as great an inducement to avoid a 
contest. 


Sir G. TREVELYAN said, the 
whole of the Amendments on the first 
page were put down by the Government. 
This was one. It had reference to the 
expenditure on the election of Parish 
Councillors, and its effect would Se to 
divide up that expenditure into such 
infinitesimally small sums that the cost 
of making the division would be as much 
as the relief which would be given to 
either parish. It was therefore under- 
stood, with the goodwill of the Parish 
Authorities who understood the matter, 
that it would be well to have the clause 
.as amended by the Lords. 


Lords’ Amendment agreed to. 


‘Other Lords’ Amendments agreed to:— 

Page 8, line 14, leave out (“or part 
of a parish respectively ”). 

Page 9, lines 9 and 10, leave out 
(“burghal parish or part of a parish 
respectively ”) and insert (“ parish”). 

Line 40, after (“Council ”) insert (“ or 
Town Councillors ”). 

Page 10, line 24, leave out (“on” 
and insert (“in”). 

Line 28, leave out (“up”). 

Page 11, lines 14 and 15, leave out 
(“ and of the chairman thereof”). 

Line 15, leave out from (“two”) to 
(“can”) in line 16, and insert (“or 
more candidates receive an equal number 
of votes, being more than”). 

Line 17, leave out (“a”) and insert 
(“ the”). 

Mr. Caldwell 





Line 25, leave out (“and ”) and insert 
(“or”). 

Page 12, line 16, leave out from (“re- 
election”) to the end of the sub-section, 

Line 20, after the second (“Council”) 
insert (“ sitting as a district committee”), 


Line 23, at the end of the clause, 
add— 
(“ Provided always that, in the case of parishes 
partly landward and partly burghal, he shall be 
appointed by the landward committee from 
their own number ’’). 

Page 13, line 1, leave out (“in”) and 
insert (“ for”). 

Page 19, line 15, after (“ Board ”) in- 
sert (** may”). 


Amendment in Clause 24 (powers of 
Parish Councils to provide building) 
striking out the words (“or other publie 
purposes”), and inserting 
(“and for any purposes connected with parish 
business, or with the powers or duties of the 
Parish Council ”), 
the next Amendment, read a second 
time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House doth agree with the 
Lords in the said Amendment.” 


Dr. CLARK said, this was a 
Amendment of some importance. This 
was a change which the Government 
had themselves stated would restriet 
the powers and policy of the Parish 
Councillors. He did not know the exact 
meaning of the differentiation between 
the phrase of the Bill and the phrase of 
the Lords’ Amendment, and perhaps the 
Lord Advocate would tell the House 
what the limitations of the Amendment 
amounted to. 

*Tur LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. J.B. 
Batrour, Clackmannan, &c.) said, the 
Government preferred their own word! 
“or other public purposes”; but im 
another place it was thought, as it was 
thought by a good many in the Houseof 
Commons, that these words might be to 
large and wanted some definition. The 
words inserted by the Lords corresponded 
with those in the English Act, and he 
thought they were quite consistent with 
the Bill. 

Mr. DALZIEL asked whether, under 
the Amendment, it would be possible for 
the public hall to be used for the com 
sideration of such subjects as the estab 
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jishment of Public Libraries and for 
meetings of candidates at Parliamentary 
elections ? 

*Toe LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. J. 
B. BaLrouRr) said, as to the first purpose 
mentioned by his hon. Friend, he con- 
sidered that the building could be used for 
it, because the Parish Councils would 
have powers with respect to Public 
Libraries. As to the second purpose, it 
had been pointed out that throughout 
Scotland school-houses .were invariably 
used for that purpose. There was a 


‘ doubt at one time whether Board school- 


rooms could be used for flower shows, but 
it was ultimately settled that any purpose 
which did not interfere with the primary 
purpose, and for which an elective body 
such as the School Board might allow the 
rooms to be used, was lawful. 

Sir J. FERGUSSON (Manchester, 
N.E.) : This clause has no relation to the 
use of the buildings. It is a question of 
providing the buildings. 

Tat LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. J.B. 
BaLrour) : Hear, hear. 

Mr. CALDWELL was 


said, this 


practically the only portion of the Bill 


which concerned the country districts 
generally. The object they had in view 
was to infuse a little activity into parish 
life, and he thought it was greatly to be 
regretted that the Government should 
allow the Bill to be whittled down by 
accepting the Lords’ Amendment. 


Sir G. TREVELYAN : Up to this 
point I do not think the Bill has re- 
ceived any damage, and we have now 
reached the first matter upon which the 
majority of the House of Commons and 
the Government decided against the 
Amendment which has been inserted by 
the Lords. _I prefer very decidedly the 
clause asit originally stood, and I am not 
in the least defending the change made 
by the Lords, but the Government have 
to look at this question rather in the 
large. The Bill at one period in its 
passage through the Lords gave the 
Government some anxiety, because there 
were on the Paper Amendments of a 
very serious, if not fatal, character. 
These Amendments, however, were not 
pressed, and on the Report provisions 
were introduced in a great many places 
i @ sense satisfactory to the Govern- 
ment and the House of Commons. Hon. 
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Members will observe that absolutely no 
change whatever has been made in that 
essential and indispensable framework of 
the Bill, and the machinery of the Bill 
as it left the House of Commons has 
been preserved intact, and will work 
exactly as the House of Commons wishes 
it to work. That being the case, the 
Government had to consider whether in 
the two or three decidedly important 
matters which, however, do not abso- 
lutely touch the framework of the Bill, it 
became their duty to disagree with the 
Lords. At this time of the Session and 
under the existing conditions, my strong 
opinion, and that of my colleagues, is 
that if any Amendment is disagreed with 
there will be, to say the least of it, the 
greatest risk that the Bill will be lost, 
and that is a result which we regard as 
so important—whether we look to the 
gain that Scotland will get, or to the 
pains which have been taken to make 
the Bill what it is—that I cannot make 
myself responsible for the loss of 
the Bill. Up to this time all the 
Amendments proposed by the Lords can 
be accepted, and have been accepted, by 
the Government ; and as to those which 
will follow, there will be two or three 
which, if hon. Members accept them they 
will accept with reluctance, a reluctance 
which is shared by the Government. I 
trust hon. Members will believe that this 
action on the part of the Government has 
been arrived at honestly and after serious 
consideration, and that I am speaking 
now under a serious sense of responsi- 
bility. 
Lords Amendments agreed to. 


Amendment, in page 15, to leave out 
lines 3 and 4, the next Amendment, read 
a second time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House doth agree with the 
Lords in the said Amendment.” —( Sir G, 
Trevelyan.) 


*Mr. SEYMOUR KEAY (Elgin and 
Nairn): Inmoving this Motion—namely, 
that this House disagree—which, if 
carried, will have the effect of restoring 
to the Local Government (Scotland) 
Bill the clause giving Parish Councils 
power to provide or acquire land for the 
erection of workmen’s dwellings, I desire 
at the outset to repel an accusation 
which has been made—to wit, that I and 
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those who support this Motion are en- 
dangering the Bill as a whole in any 
way whatever. I desire to point to a 


paragraph which has been circulated this 
morning by the Central News Agency 
which, I think, accurately describes the 
position which we take up in the follow- 
ing words :— 


“The course now taken cannot imperil this 
Bill, which the Lords already passed as a whole 
on Friday last, and if their Lordships throw out 
this particular clause a second time they will at 


the worst merely prolong the Session by aday | 


or two, while at the same time they will supply 


theelectors with a fresh issue against themselves | 


of such a clear and simple nature as will be 
readily understood by every working man 
throughout the country.” 

In offering this Motion for the considera- 
tion of the House I am convinced that I 
shall be able to state nothing less than 


an overpowering case for the reinstate- | 


ment in the Bill of the sub-section 
empowering Parish Councils to provide or 
acquire land for the erection of work- 
men’s dwellings. I hold that it is no 
slur whatever on the Government that 
they did not introduce this power at first 
into their Bill. They took as their 
analogy the English Bill without at the 
moment considering the difference of cir- 
cumstances between the two countries. 
It will not be denied that the provision 
of workmen’s dwellings in the rural dis- 
tricts of England is not by any means a 
burning question to the extent that it is in 
Scotland. In fact, the Census Returns 


prove that rural depopulation is not | 


going on in England to anything like 
the same extent asit is in Scotland. In 
England there exists no positive con- 
spiracy to depopulate the country dis- 
tricts. But what is the case in Scotland ? 
In the Highlands, in particular, it is the 
positive policy of the owners of many 
great estates to use every method in 
their power in order to get rid of the 
people from off the soil, and to reduce 
their villages to silence and desolation. 
I would commend to the attention of 
hon. Members a Return presented to 
the House about two years ago. That 
Return gives particulars of all the 
land which has been thrown out of 
cultivation and turned into deer forest 
within the last 10 years. It shows that 
no less than 280,000 acres have been 
turned into deer forest during that period. 
The existence of a single workman’s 
cottage on such land as this is deemed by 
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the landlord to be an offence and even g 
nuisance. And so every such cottage is 
either purposely allowed to fall into deeay, 
or is razed to the ground. “Oh! but,” 
say those landlords, who believe that 
they possess rights in the soil withoug 
any duties to its inhabitants, “ the land. 
lord only turns out the people from cul- 





tivating the land when he can get a 
|higher rent from the sporting tenant.” 
| Now, Sir, I hold that even this policy, 
| thus declared by landlords, of making it 
merely a matter of money for themselves 
whether the land shall be oceupied by 
human beings or by the wild beasts of 
| the field, is a sufficiently brutal policy. 
But even this, I am sorry to say, does not 
go the full length of the miserable facts 
as they exist at this moment. An ex- 
/amination of the same Return will show 
that no less than 200,000 acres of these 
deer forests are let to tenants. and the 
cultivators of the land thrown out, 
although the landlord actually receives 
less rent from the sportsman for turning 
his land into a wilderness than he formerly 
received from his cultivating tenants and 
village workmen. These reared their 
families in comfort on the soil in their 
hamlets and villages where now no sound, 
no voice of man, or woman, or child is 
heard. Sir, it is a mockery to tell the 
working population of rural Scotland te 
go to landlords like these, even on their 





bended knees, and to ask them for a plot of 
land, on any terms whatever, for the 
erection of a workman’s dwelling. I 
would point to the woeful results of this 
policy as shown in the last Census. Its 
figures demonstrate that in one of the 
counties which I have the honour to re 
present—namely, the County of Nairn- 
shire, if allowance is made for the natural 
increase of the population in Scotland 
generally, no less than 25 per cent. of 
what should have been at this day the 
normal and natural population of the 
county has disappeared during the last 
10 years. And now, Sir, I would briefly 
sketch what has been the history of this 
sub-section, providing land for workmen’s 
dwellings. It was carried into the Bill 
in the Grand Committee on the 3rd of 
July last by a majority of about 2 tol. 
Moreover, that majority comprised every 
Scottish Liberal Member who was present, 
except the paid Members of the Govern- 
ment, without one single exception. More 





than a month passed by, during which it 
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became fully evident that the sub-section | much interest in various parts of Scotland. It 


had been received with a unanimous | 
ehorus of approval by all sections of the | 
Press and people throughout the length | 
and breadth of Scotland. Many con- 

gratulatory resolutions were passed by | 
important bodies in Scotland, which were , 
sent not only to myself, but to the other | 
hon. Members who had supported the 
sub-section. Well, Sir, all this had its 

natural effect not only on the Govern- , 
ment, but on the Opposition also. The | 
Government gallantly resolved to stand | 
by the sub-section. It will also be | 
observed that so popular was it known to | 
be amongst the people of Scotland that | 
no Member of the Opposition who sits | 
for a popular constituency could be found | 
who was willing to move its rejection on | 


is alleged that there are towns and villages 


| situated upon the property of proprietors who 


do not desire the extension of the towns or 
villages, and decline to give land either for 
building houses or for industrial purposes in 
their vicinity, either absolutely or on lease, ex- 
cept upon prohibitive terms. The effect of this 
is said to be not only to prevent the natural 
expansion of such communities, but to lead to 
their decay.” 
And now let the House mark that the 
remedy for this public evil is propounded 
by the Select Committee in these re- 
markable words—paragraphs 46 and 47— 
“The remedy which the Committee would 
suggest is that the Local Authority, whether 
Town Council, County Council, or other Elected 
Body, should be empowered to purchase land 
by agreement, or compulsorily, for the purposes 
either of building dwellings for occupation by 
workmen or other persons, or of otherwise pro- 


Report. The only Member in all Scot- | viding for the present or prospective develop- 
land who could be found to do so was > am of + ape e ge oni ay pe for 
one in whose constituency there is not a | .ive'than that prescribed by the Lands Clauses 
single working man—namely, the right | Acts might be provided, as has been done in 
hon. and learned Gentleman who sits for | the Parish Councils Act for England, in the 
the Edinburgh and St. Andrews Universi- | Local Government (Scotland) Bill, and in other 
ties. The right hon. and learned Gentle- | Bi!!s ow before Parliament. 

man went to a Division, and was defeated | But, Sir, the most remarkable testimony 
in this House by a majority of between | of all to the value and the urgency of this 
twoand three to one. And, Sir, it is most | provision of land for workmen’s dwellings 
significant that on that crucial occasion, consists in the fact that these stringent 
out of the whole of the 23 Scottish Mem- | proposals for the acquisition of land for 
bers who belong to the Opposition, only a | workmen’s dwellings were actually passed 
diminutive band of eight Members ven- | into the Report of the Select Committee 
tured to join the right hon. and learned with the unanimous voice even of the 
Gentleman in thus voting against the | Opposition Members, who had opposed 
right of the people of Scotland to live | my Motion to the same effect in the 
upon her soil. But, Sir, yet another and | Grand Committee. These hon. Members 


amost remarkable argument has been 
meanwhile supplied for retaining the 
sub-section in the Bill. I refer to the 
Report which has just been presented by 
the Select Committee of this House on 
Feus and Building Leases in Scotland. 
It was 23 days after this sub-section had 
been carried into the Bill in the Grand 
Committee that the Select Committee on 
Feus and Building Leases met to con- 
sider their Report. And I specially ask 
the House to note that paragraphs 44 
to 47 of that Report embody the very 
same arguments, and urge the granting 
of the very same powers for providing or 


acquiring land for the erection of work- | 


men’s dwellings, which had been success- 
fully urged in the Grand Committee 23 
days before. I will quote from para- 
graphs 44 and 45— 


“The next question to which the Committee 
would advert is one which has long excited 


4 
i 


| were the Members for Linlithgow, Dum- 
| friesshire, the Western Division of Ren- 
'frewshire, the North-Western Division 
_of Lanarkshire, and the Universities of 
Edinburgh and St. Andrews. Sir, surely 
'in all this there has been shown amply 
sufficient reason for retaining the sub-sec- 
tion, and it only now remains for me briefly 
‘to allude to the action of the House of 
| Lords in regard to it. I have already given 
ample evidence both of the necessity for 
_ the sub-section and of the chorus of ap- 
proval with which it has been received 
_ by the people of Scotland as a whole. 
Now, on the other hand, who was it who 
moved and supported its omission in the 
House of Lords? Its omission was 
moved and supported by the Marquess of 
| Huntly and Lord Balfour. These two 
| Scottish landlords are, no doubt, very 
_ worthy and excellent noblemen, but I do 
| not think that they themselves would go 
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so far as to say that they in any wise 
can be held to represent the people 
of Scotland. And what was the 
number of Peers who went into 
the Division Lobby against this sub- 
section, which was fitly described by 
Lord Tweedmouth as offering a great 
boon to both workmen and fishermen ? 
Why, only 38 noble Lords; that is 
actually not so many as form a quorum 
of this House. And what was the 
solitary argument which these noblemen 
in the House of Lords, and the right 
hon. and learned Gentleman the Member 
for Edinburgh and St. Andrews Uni- 
versities (Sir C. Pearson) used, in the 
House of Lords and in this House 
respectively, against this sub-section 
which they moved to strike out? It 
was this 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is going too 
minutely into an examination of the 
Debate in the other House; that is not 
admissible, though an allusion to it 
would be. 

*Mr. SEYMOUR KEAY : I bow to 
your ruling, but I wished to say that one 
argument was used and one alone, and 
that was the extraordinary one that if the 
power were retained in the hands of these 
Parish Councils to acquire land for the 
purpose of the erection of workmen’s 
dwellings, it might be used by the Parish 
Councils for the purpose of buying plots 
of land and selling them to persons 
desiring to build upon them, until quite a 
large number of workmen’s dwellings 
might be thus called into existence. 

Sir J. FERGUSSON (Manchester, 
N.E.): That was not the only argu- 
ment. 

*Mr. SEYMOUR KEAY: I am only 
speaking from The Times report; there 
may have been others not reported ; but if 
this was used as an argument, the right 
hon. Gentleman will admit we are entitled 
to call not only these noble Lords, but the 
right hon. and learned Gentleman, into 
the ranks of the friends and supporters 
of this sub-section. I ask, could any 
stronger proof possibly be given of the 
enormous want of workmen’s dwellings 
which, in the opinion of these gentlemen 
themselves, exists in Scotland at this 
moment? If no such want really exists, 
what earthly inducement could either the 
Parish Councils have to provide the land, 
or the builders to build the workmen’s 
dwellings upon it? Therefore, Sir, we 


Mr. Seymour Keay 


{COMMONS} 





(Scotland) Bill. 9% 


are entitled to say that out of their 
own mouths they are accused of now 
endeavouring to stop the supply of 
what they themselves admit to be 
a great, urgent, and grievous want— 
namely, the want of houses for work. 
men desirous of continuing to live upon 
the soil of their own country. For these 
overwhelming reasons I have no hesits- 
tion whatever in appealing to the Go- 
vernment to stand firmly by this sub-see- 
tion. And, Sir, I do not believe that, if 
the Government does this, the other 
House, on full and careful consideration, 
will for a moment elect to fly in the 
face of the wishes of the people of Scot- 
land—seeing that these wishes have 
been represented, first, by a majority of 
two to one in the Grand Committee; 
secondly, by a majority of between two 
and three to one in this House; and, 
thirdly, by the unanimous Report in its 
favour by the Select Committee on Feus 
and Building Leases in Scotland, whose 
Report was circulated only a few days 
ago. 

*Mr. CROMBIE (Kincardineshire) 
said, he wished to make his position in 
this matter clear. So far as the merits 
of the sub-section under discussion were 
concerned, he was at one with the hon. 
Member for Elgin and Nairn (Mr. Sey- 
mour Keay). He supported it in the 
Grand Committee against the Govern- 
ment; he supported it again upon the 
Report stage, and upon its merits he was 
willing to support it again against the 
Government. So far as the merits of 
the question were concerned, no demon- 
stration was necessary, because in the 
Report of the Feus and Leases Com- 
mittee his right hon. and learned 
Friend before him, the Lord Advocate, 
showed in his remarks distinctly how 
great a benefit would accrue from its 
adoption, and even some hon. Gentlemen 
opposite had been converted into ardent 
apostles of it. But the question really 
before them was what would bappen if 
the House should adopt the hon. Gentle- 
man’s Amendment and reinstate this 
sub-section in the Bill? From good in- 
formation he believed what would happen 
would be simply this : The Amendment 
would be sent back to another place; 
they could hardly believe that the Lords 
would accept it, and a Division would be 
challenged ; if, upon a Division being 
challenged, there were not 30 Peers pre 
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gent, the Bill would simply drop—[ Cries 

“No, no!”] Hon. Members said 
“no,” but his information was good, and 
he believed that was actually the case. 
The hon. Gentleman who had just sat 
down seemed to think that such a con- 
tingency would not be unwelcome, 
as it would add a certain amount of 
odium to another place. That might be 
splendid, but it was not statesmanship. 
The Bill was of the utmost importance, 
and not only hon. Gentlemen in this 
House, but a great many people through- 
out the country, had been most actively 
and energetically interested in it, and any 
Member who took upon himself the 
position of imperilling the passage of the 
Bill was taking a grave responsibility. 
But while he said that, he admitted he 
had at least learned a lesson to-day. He 
found that in another place there existed 
a power which he had not expected ; 
not only might the House of Lords re- 
ject their measures or add Amendments ; 
not only might they use the power of 
battery, but they might use against 
them the power of siege; that when all 
else failed they might starve them out. 
This, perhaps, was not the place or the 
occasion for discussing the matter, but 
there was another place where they 


might discuss it freely, and that was in 


the country, and he should take care that 
this new power, at least new to him, 
should be known throughout the coun- 
try. He hoped the knowledge of it 
might tend to increase the steps that 
might ultimately be taken against the 
House of Lords. 

Sir G. TREVELYAN: In what I 
am going to say I may ask hon. Members 
to believe me that the Government, in the 
course they are taking, are not actuated 
by the fact that the Amendment was not 
originally in the Bill, but came from 
another quarter. For my part, if any- 
thing could commend a proposal it would 
be that it had been started in the Scotch 
Grand Committee, and the Bill 
shows very many evidences of that be- 
lief on the part of the Government. 
I will speak very shortly, because I am 
hot going to try to controvert the sub- 
stance of the speech of my hon. Friend. 
Ever since I represented a group of 
small Scotch burghs I have known the 
eruel manner in which they are often 
cribbed, cabined, and confined in matters 
that concerns them most intimately, and 
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I have always held that the Municipal 
Authority should have the power of ac- 
quiring land, just as land is acquired for 
the purposes of the public in railways, in 
water, and in sanitation, and for my part 
I see little difference between acquiring 
land for sanitary purposes, as they are 
generally concerned, and acquiring land 
for the purpose of building healthier 
streets and houses in the neighbourhood 
of a town or in a country parish. But as 
to my hon. Friend’s provision, I have 
always thought it was the assertion of a 
great principle rather than the carrying 
out of it into practical effect. The 
Workmen’s Dwellings Act of 1890, 
which applied to unhealthy quarters 
of towns, was a whole body of legislation ; 
and though, of course, much of it would 
not be applicable in carrying out the 
proposal of my hon. Friend, still a great 
part of that Act consists of clauses the 
like of which would have to be put into 
any Bill for practical purposes. My 
hon. Friend has referred to the extreme 
importance and timely Report of the 
Feus and Building Leases Committee. I 
Ido not know that I can quite endorse 
what appears to be the tenour of his 
remarks : that this Report was inspired by 
the action of the Scotch Grand Committee, 
especially when I see among the members 
of the Feus and Building Leases Com- 
mittee such names as those of the Mem- 
ber for North-East Lanark (Mr. D. 
Crawford), who has made this and 
kindred subjects his own for many years, 
and of the Member for Kirkcaldy (Mr. 
Dalziel). But it is observable in the 
paragraphs which my hon. Friend has 
read out from the Report of the Feus and 
Building Leases Committee that even in 
the bald assertion of the principle there 
are really more methods and machinery 
laid down than exists in the Bill as at 
present. 

*Mr. SEYMOUR KEAY: I do not 
wish to interrupt the right hon. Gentle- 
man ; but as this seems to reflect upon 
me for having carried an Amendment 
and not coming forward to provide the 
proper machinery to carry it out, I desire 
to remind him——[Cries of “ No!”] 
It looks like it ; and I would remind him 
that in the presence of the Solicitor 
General I asked him timeously whether 
or not the Government intended to pro- 

se any wiachinery such as the right 
hon, Gentleman had said was necessary 
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in his speech in the Grand Committee, 
or whether I should do so; and he, in 
the presence of the Solicitor General, 
said that the Government had carefully 
examined into the Bill, and had found 
that there would be no further machinery 
necessary. And, therefore, I held my 
peace. 

Sir G. TREVELYAN: I was not 
aware that had passed. I think that more 
machinery would be necessary. I was 
merely referring to the provisions of the 
Bill as they stand at present. The Feus 
and Building Leases Committee made 
the proposals which my hon. Friend has 
referred to, in addition to some six or 
seven others of great importance ; and it 
is impossible that so very pregnant and 
serious a Report can remain without some 
result. Iam sure I am not going too 
far or speaking without authority when 
I say that the Government heartily en- 
dorse, speaking broadly, the recommend- 
ations of the Committee ; and, speaking 
not broadly, but particularly, that they 
heartily endorse the particular paragraph 
quoted by my hon. Friend, and at the 
earliest period in their power they will 
embody that Report in a Bill—and that 
Bill will be an effective and complete 
machine for carrying out the recommen- 
dations of the Committee ; and certainly 
the recommendation which my hon. 
Friend has put forward. I am sorry if 
my hon. Friend thinks that anything I 
said reflected upon him in any way, be- 
cause I think he has done a great 
service in this question. But I end by 
saying I can but repeat my opinion that 
the rejection of this Amendment of the 
House of Lords would at this period of 
the Session very seriously imperil the 
Bill. I notice that my hon. Friend has 
used some words doubting whether the 
other House would allow the Bill to 
drop. 

*Mr. SEYMOUR KEAY : I left it to 
the Government to explain how it could 
possibly be dropped by any action of the 
Lords. 

Sir G. TREVELYAN: If the Bill 
went up to the House of Lords, and the 
clause is opposed, as I have very little 
doubt it would be opposed, then the Bill 
itself would drop. 

Mr. SEYMOUR KEAY : How? 


Sir G. TREVELYAN: Of course 
the Government would not drop it, but 


Mr. Seymour Keay 


{COMMONS} 





if the House of Commons insists upoy 
its Amendment, and the House of Lords 
insists upon theirs, then the House of 
Commons must insist a second time. J 
am not going to play the fool with this 
Amendment. If the House of Commons 
supports it now they must support it to 
the end. I hope hon. Members will en- 
dorse it. Then if the House of Lords 
insists upon their Amendment the Bill 
would drop, and I see quite plainly that 
the dropping of this great Bill for Scot- 
land would be too great a price to pay 
for the House of Commons insisting upon 
the insertion of the sub-section. That is 
my opinion and the opinion of the Govern 
ment ; and I believe the danger is very 
considerably aggravated by the lateness 
of the time and the very small number 
of Peers that are now in the other House, 
I will not, however, enter upon that 
question, and it is a somewhat hazy one, 
On these grounds, the Government being 
heartily in favour of the principle, and 
thoroughly determined to bring in a Bill 
which shall embody it, and in good time, 
I ask the House to support the Govern- 
ment in this matter. 


Sir J. FERGUSSON said, he would 
not have intervened in the Debate but 
for the statement of the hon. Member for 
Kincardine (Mr. Crombie), that the 
Opposition were hostile at first to the 
Bill, and had only given it a lukewarm 


support. 

*Mr. CROMBIE: I only said that the 
hon. Member for :Elgin and Nairn (Mr. 
Seymour Keay) had proved, or tried to 
prove, that that was the case in respect 
to this Amendment. 


Sir J. FERGUSSON said, he could 
only consider it unfortunate that any bon. 
Member should have been so unfair as 
to represent that any section of the 
House had been or was hostile to the 
Bill. The Secretary for Scotland and 
Scottish Members would, he believed, 
generally recognise that a most earnest 
desire was shown on all sides, and cer- 
tainly by the Party to which he belonged, 
to give their best assistance to the 
Government to carry into effect * 
measure which was calculated to do® 
great deal of good in Scotland, and for 
which there was great occasion. As t 
the necessity for providing dwellings for 
workpeople, he had all his life earnestly 
desired to see the working classes better 
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housed. He had, himself, spent large 
sums of money in that cause, and he had 
no sympathy with any who would hinder 
the provision of sufficient and suitable 
dwellings for them. The great objection 
which was urged in the House of Lords 
to this Amendment was the absence of 
any machinery to carry the clause into 
fect; and he would point out that the 
Committee on Feus and Building Leases, 
who had just reported, urged the neces- 
sity for such machinery. There must be 
adequate machinery and an adequate 
controlling authority ; and without these 
the clause would not efficiently work. 
He must protest against it being said 
that their opposition to this point showed 
that they were hostile to a measure to 
pass which all had given their assistance, 
and in which he had taken a good deal 
of interest and an anxious part. 

Dr. CLARK (Caithness) thought 


they could heartily endorse everything 
that had been said by the right hon. 
Gentleman who had just spoken ; that he 
had assisted them in making the Bill a 
useful measure, though on two or three 
points they had differed. He was not 
going to say a word as to the merits of 


this case, as the only question was what 
they should do at the present time, 
whether they should allow the Peers an 
opportunity of reconsidering this matter. 
The charity Amendment was an impor- 
tant one, but they would be willing to let 
that and all the other Amendments pass 
with a protest more or less expressed in 
words or silently ; but upon this one ques- 
tion he really thought that the Govern- 
ment ought to give way to them, and give 
the Lords a chance of reconsidering the 
question. This was not a large, but a 
small, question. The Parish Councils had 
only got a 6d. rate for carrying out 
everything provided by the Bill, and if 
the Parish Council after making a levy 
should spend the money in land for 
workmen’s dwellings, they would not be 
able to do anything else. And there was 
no attack upon the rights of property, 
because all the powers it was now pro- 
posed to give to Parish Councils had 
been in the possession of District 
Councils and burghs, and had been carried 
cut with very great advantage. There- 
fore, the only question was whether the 
Government would give the Lords a 
chance to reconsider this one question out 
of all the questions which had been 
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raised. They were not prepared to 
wreck the Bill upon the question, but it 
was one which he thought the Lords 
might well reconsider. There might be 
no Division in the other House, and if 
there was and there were not 30 Peers 
present, to say that the Bill would be 
lost was a very serious matter. As 
a matter of fact, the hon. Member for 
Kincardine (Mr. Crombie) was mistaken, 
because if he read the Standing Orders 
he would find that if there were not 30 
Members present when a Division took 
place that nothing was lost—that the 
matter was simply put down for the 
next day. The utmost, therefore, that 
could happen was the addition of one 
day or perhaps two days to the Session. 
He did not want to increase the Session, 
but the utmost would be that they would 
require to increase the Session for a single 
day iu order to get a change, but there 
was no need for that. If the House 
could accept all the other Amendments, 
the House of Lords might be able to give 
way on this question, and it might be 
settled in the other House without any 
Division at all. He thought, however, 
that at present they had a right to urge 
that the question here involved was one 
of very great importance for the social 
well-being of the people, and that the 
other House should have an opportunity 
of reconsidering the matter. If they 
still persisted, this House was power- 
less. They would take nineteen shillings 
in the pound, and hope to get the other 
shilling from the right hon. Gentleman, 
He trusted they would take a Division 
right away upon the matter. If the Go- 
vernment did give way, he and others 
would assist them afterwards upon the 
other Amendments. They were willing 
to come to terms with the Government in 
a spirit of compromise, and he believed 
that the other House would be willing in 
the same fashion. At any rate, they 
ought to give them another chance, hence 
he would support his hon, Friend in taking 
the Division, if the Government forced 
them to have a Division, in order to 
express their opinion, and to give the 
Lords a chance. 

Mr. CALDWELL said, he thought 
that the position of the Government was 
a most unfortunate position. It was 
not a courageous position. The Govern- 
ment should hold to the opinions of the 
whole of the Scottish Liberal Members, 
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and should not refuse to give effect to 
them in the Statute Book merely for fear 
of what the Lords might do. It was ad- 
mitted there should be power to acquire 
land for the erection of dwellings, and 
there was as much machinery for carry- 
ing out that sub-section as for carry- 
ing out any other sub-section. The Go- 
vernment agreed to a limit put in by the 
Opposition to the effect that the powers 
of the Parish Councils were to be 
limited to a 6d. rate, and they also pro- 
vided that money could not be borrowed 
for any purpose of the clause without 
the consent of the Local Goverument 
Board. The 6d. rate, after certain 
deductions, was practically only 44d., 
and it was payable half by the 
landlord and half by the tenant, 
so that the Government need not 
have been afraid of the exercise 
of the power to acquire land for the 
erection of working men’s dwellings. If 
they had not got this power really, the 
Bill was valueless as regarded other 
matters. He thought it was upon the 
special power given here that there was 
much enthusiasm in their country dis- 
tricts. If the Government showed 
timidity in a matter of this kind, it 
would produce a very chilling effect 
throughout the country constituencies. 
If a Division was challenged, he would 
certainly vote in favour of the principle, 
no matter what the issue on the Bill 
might be. 

*Mr. PROVAND said, it was very 
easy to show that the effect of this clause 
might be slight indeed, on account of 
the limited amount of money which 
the Parish Councils would have at their 
disposal, not only for this, but for all 
other purposes. What they had now to 
consider was the position they would be 
in if they acted on the suggestion of 
the Member for Caithness (Dr. Clark). 
What the hon. Member said in effect was 
that they should ask the House of Lords 
to make a compromise. Although they 
in this House objected to certain Amend- 
ments, they would give in on them if the 
House of Lords would permit them to 
have this sub-section inserted. If they 
were to act upon that suggestion, in what 
an undignified position would the Govern- 
meut stand! The Secretary for Scot- 
land had said distinctly that he would 
not play the fool with this Bill, and that 
if the sub-section was insisted upon, the 


Mr. Caldwell 


{COMMONS} 





House must continue to insist upon it, 
and if they did so and the other House 
would not consent to its reinstatement, 
the Bill would be dropped. Therefore 
they came on this point to a deadlock, 
He had consequently to appeal te his hon, 
Friend (Dr. Clark) to withdraw from the 
position he had taken up, as he thoughtit 
was one this House ought to occupy. The 
Secretary for Scotland had told them that 
at the earliest possible time they would 
introduce a Bill, not only to inciude this 
particular provision, but also all the 
recommendations, including those read 
out to-day, from the Report of the Seleet 
Committee on Feus and Building Leases, 
It was questionable if this sub-section, 
even if it was reinstated, would be of any 
great practical value, but all doubts 
would be set aside by the Bill which the 
right hon. Gentleman, or behalf of the 
Government, had promised to intro- 
duce at the earliest possible moment, 
He had no doubt that it would be much 
better to accept the Bill as it now stood 
and endeavour to pass a far more 
adequate Bill next Session dealing not 
only with this subject but with other 
cognate questions. If the Bill were 
dropped there would be a feeling of very 
keen and painful disappointmentin Scot 
land as the result would be to indefinitely 
postpone the new and permanent system 
of Local Government which it would 
establish in Scotland. Under these cir- 
cumstances, he trusted that his hon. 
Friend the Member for Caithness (Dr. 
Clark) would recede from the position 
he had taken up. 

Sir W. WEDDERBURN (Banfi- 
shire) wished to press upon the Secre- 
tary for Scotland the advice given to him 
by his hon. Friend the Member for 
Caithness (Dr. Clark). The right hon 
Gentleman had spoken as though the 
question of workmen’s dwellings was 
only a small matter in comparison with 
the benefits that would be conferred by 
the Bill, but he could assure him that in 
his constituency it was the one provision 
to which the greatest value was attached. 
The agricultural workmen among his 
constituents had sometimes to go miles 
in order to get to their work, and some 
of them were actually put to the expense 
of keeping bicycles to enable them to 
reach their work in good time. Thea 
there were the fishermen who could not 
get the smallest bit of ground to build 
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their cottages upon except upon the most 
extortionate terms. They had to pay £1 
a year for the use of land which was not 
worth a penny. He would appeal to the 
right hon. Gentleman opposite (Sir J. 
Fergusson) to use his great influence with 
the other House in this matter. There 
were bad landlords as well as good land- 
lords, and all that was asked for was a 
very small modicum of compulsion to 
force the bad landlords to do that which 
landlords did of their own motion. 
*Mr. BUCHANAN (Aberdeenshire, 
E.) said, he felt bound to vote in support 
of the Motion. He did so, first, upon 
sanitary grounds, upon the ground that 
some Public Authority ought to have 
compulsory power to erect healthy dwell- 
ings, and, secondly, on constitutional 
unds. As he understood the Secretary 
for Scotland, the House was to accept 
all the Lords’ Amendments because the 
Members of the House of Lords did not 
choose to attend at Westminster at that 
period of the Session. He did not him- 
self believe that the Lords would be so 
foolish as to absent themselves from the 
House when an important Bill was 
brought before them. He was certain 
that were the House of Lords approached 
reasonably on the subject they would be 
willing to give way on one Amendment 
or another, and that an amicable arrange- 
ment might be arrived at. 

Mr. DALZIEL (Kirkcaldy, &c.) 
appealed to the House to let the Govern- 
ment take the responsibility of the vote 
it was about to give. The present 
situation was not a new one. The 
Minister in charge of the Bill, who was 
naturally anxious to save the results of 
the labour which had been expended 
upon the measure, was in consequence of 
that anxiety prepared to sacrifice that 
which he himself regarded as one of the 
most important points in the Bill. It 
seemed to him (Mr. Dalziel) that no case 
had been made out for refusing to replace 
this clause, It was said that the Lords 
would insist upon the omission of the 
clause and that the Bill would be lost. 
His reply was that if the Lords were 
prepared to take the responsibility of 
killing the Bill on account of a clause 
like this which had been accepted by the 
vast majority of the Scottish Members 
let them take that responsibility. The 
House of Commons ought to be guided 
by what it considered right in the matter. 


{22 Avatsr 1894} 





( Scotland ) Bill. 306 


He put it to the Government whether 
there was the slightest hope that the 
question would be dealt with next 
Session if it were not decided now ? The 
Secretary for Scotland knew that there 
were half-a-dozen Bills of prior claim 
to that which would embody the recom- 
mendations of the Committee in feus and 
leases. Even if the subject were dealt 
with next Session no assurance could be 
given by the Government that the pro- 
posal would meet with any better fate 
than that which had overtaken it on the 
present occasion. Under the circum- 
stances, he thought the Scottish Members 
had no option in the maiter. Their 
constituents were unanimous in demand- 
ing this clause, which was _ the 
one point of the Bill that had 
aroused great enthusiasm. He him- 
self knew districts where not one 
single house had been built for 20, 30, or 
40 years, simply because the local land- 
lords objected to grant the ground. He 
thought that whatever course the Go- 
vernment took, the Scottish Members 
were bound to insist upon the retention 
of the clause. 

Sir W. LAWSON (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth) said, he supposed it would 
not be out of Order for an Englishman 
to take part in a Scotch Debate, and he 
should like to give an English view of 
the Scotch situation. What was going 
on to-day was, in his opinion, a most 
valuable object-lesson for the whole 
nation. In the earlier part of the Session, 
the House took some nine days to settle 
the question whether there should be a 
Scotch Committee or not. The Com- 
mittee was at last appointed, and sat 
about 17 days on this Bill. Two days 
were afterwards devoted to Report, and 
now at the end of the Session it was 
said that the most important part of the 
Bill that had occupied so much time, and 
to which so much labour had been de- 
voted, had been thrown by the Lords out 
of the window. However, neither the 
Government nor the 15 Liberal Members 
who voted with them last night had any 
right to complain, because they had 
insisted upon providing the Lords with 
£20,000 to enable them to carry on the 
proceedings against which the Scotch 
Members were now protesting. He was 
not at all afraid about the Bill being 
withdrawn if this clause were insisted 
upon. If it were withdrawn it would be 
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the fault of the Lords ; and if the Com- 
mons continued to provide money for 
keeping up the Lords, they were respon- 
sible. It would be a very good thing, 
he thought, if the Scotch as well as the 
Trish had a lesson on this subject, as it 
might help to get up the steam and pro- 
mote the agitation, which he hoped 
would be successful against the present 
great obstacle to legislation. 

Mr. SEXTON (Kerry, N.) said, that 
Irishmen took considerable interest in 
the House of Lords, and he supposed that 
if an Englishman might state his view on 
this Bill even an Irish Member might do 
the same. It was true that Irishmen had 
fallen out of practice in recent years 
with refereuce to the consideration of 
Lords’ Amendments because Irish Bills 
when they once left the Commons never 
came back, but this did not absolve them 
from the duty of considering what course 
they should take as regarded Lords’ 
Amendments or Bills relating to other 
parts of the Kingdom. As a Home 
Ruler he felt bound to consider this 
Amendment in regard to Scotch opinion 
as to its merits, and as a Member of the 
House of Commons he felt bound to con- 
sider the circumstances under which the 
Amendment was necessary. He took it 
that as the right hon. Gentleman on the 
Front Opposition Beach had nothing to 
say against the merits of the Amend- 
ment struck out by the Lords there was 
nothing to be said against them, anda 
Select Committee of the House contain- 
ing Representatives of both Parties had 
unanimously reported that the Amend- 
ment ought to be inserted in the Bill. 
The Grand Committee adopted it by a 
majority of two to one, and the House as 
a whole, on the Report of the Bill, con- 
firmed the decision of the Grand Com- 
mittee by a still larger majority. In 
regard to the Lords’ Amendments, he 
thought that the Scottish Members had 
taken up a surprisingly moderate posi- 
tion, because, as he understood, they 
proposed to accept six pages of Lords’ 
Amendments if the Lords would yield on 
this Amendment. In view of the manner 
in which the provision had been carried 
in the House of Commons, it seemed to 
him that an occasion had been sought by 
the House of Lords to give a deliberate 
challenge to the House of Commons, and 
that challenge ought to be accepted. As 
to the argument that the Bill would be 


Sir W. Lawson 
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lost if this Amendment were persisted in, 
it was an argument he had heard at the 
end of every Session for the 14 years he 
had been in Parliament ; and it was 
only to be regarded as a form of coercion, 
He did not believe the Bill would be lost 
if this Amendment were inserted ; but if 
it were lost, let the responsibility rest 
upon the body of men who sent down to 
the House of Commons six printed pages 
of Amendments, and who refused to re- 
consider even one of them. If this was 
an Irish Bill, it would in all probability 
be lost, but it was a Bill which concerned 
the people of Scotland, who were sturdy 
in the assertion of their rights, and he 
did not for a moment expect that if this 
Amendment was rejected the Bill would 
be lost. If the opponents of the Bill 
did not return to the other House to 
oppose this Amendment, it would be 
accepted ; but if they did return, and if 
they overbore the quorum commanded 
by the Government, the Bill would 
return to this House forthwith, and, with 
a merely verbal Amendment, it could be 
sent back to the other House and passed. 
Both on the merits and as a matter of 
Parliamentary tactics this House ought 
to stand by its provisions, and, even if it 
were again rejected, the Bill could still 
be saved, 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes 62; 
Noes 31,—(Division List, No. 246.) 


Other Lords’ Amendments agreed to. 


Page 16, line 43, leave out (“if they 
think proper”). 

Page 17, line 30, at the. end of Sub- 
section (7) insert— 

(“* Provided always that the Board may, and 
when required, within the said period of one 
month, by any party interested who has pre- 
sented a Memorial against the Order, shall 
state a special case on the question whether the 
pro} Order is within the powers conferred 
by this Act for the opinion of either «livision of 
the Court of Session who are hereby authorised 
finally to determine the same along with any 
question of expenses ’’). 


Line 6, leave out (“ sections six and ”) 
and insert (“ section six and sections ”). 


Amendment, in line 24, after (“com- 
pulsory ”) insert as a new sub-section— 

“(c) The Parish Council shall make [and 
shall jointly with the proprietor maintain] 
sufficient fences for separating the land taken 
from the lands not taken,”) 
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the next Amendment, read a second 
time. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House doth agree with the 
Lords in the said Amendment.” 


Dr. CLARK said, it was no use 
taking a Division when they had been 
beaten by two to one upon the last they 
teok. All they could hope was that by- 
and-bye some legislation might be passed 
which would amend the defects in this 


Bill. 
Question put, and agreed to. 
Lords’ Amendments agreed to :— 


Line 40, after (“ purchasing”) insert 
(“the whole or any part of ”). 


Page 19, line 2, after (“undertaking ”) 
insert-— 
(‘or any land which, in the opinion of the 
County Council or Board is being held, and 
may be required for the extension of a factory | 
or public work”’). 

Line 31, leave out (“single”) and | 
insert (“sole ”). | 

Page 20, line 32, after (“barn”) in- 
sert— 
( provided that such stable, byre, or barn shall 
not, unless erected with the assent in writing 
of the landlord, be the subject of compensation, 
but may be removed by the tenant on the de- 
termination of the tenancy ”). 

Line 36, leave out (“single”) and in- 
sert (“sole”). 

Page 21, line 16, after (“ thereunder ”) 
insert (“or for feuing or building”). 

Line 17, after (“ winning ”) insert (“ or 
feuing ”). 














Line 25, leave out (“ single”) and in- 
sert (“sole”). 

Page 23, line 12, leave out (“ but”) 
and insert (“and”), 


Lines 12 and 13, leave out (“of such 
roads or ways ”’). 


Line 15, leave (“such road or way”) 
and insert (“ any such way’). 

Line 18, after (“them”) insert (“as 
such inhabitants ”). 

Line 35, after (“ property ”) insert-— 


“as the trustees and the Parish Council may 
agree upon, or in default of such agreement ”’). 


Page 23, line 36, leave out (“ when”) 
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Page 24, line 12, leave out (“ when”) 
and insert (“ where ”’). 


Line 21, after (“shall ”) insert ( “ hold 
office until his successor is appointed, 
and shall”). 


Amendment in page 25, line 3, at end 
of clause, add— 

(“ The provisions of this section with respect to 
the appointment of trustees shall not apply to 
any charity until the expiration of 40 years 
from the date of the foundation thereof, or, in 
the case of acharity founded before the passing 
of this Act, by a donor, or by several donors, 
any one of whom is living at the passing of 
this Act, untilthe expiration of 40 years from 
the passing of this Act, unless with the consent 
of the surviving donor or donors,”) 


the next Amendment, read a second time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House doth agree with the 
Lords in the said Amendment.” 


Mr. CALDWELL asked, how it was 
that the Government had been converted 
on this matter? Had they consented to 
insert the provision because the House of 
Lords had insisted upon it ? 


Sir G. TREVELY AN said, that that 
was one way of putting it. The hon, 
Member, who was not responsible for 
the measure, had put the matter in a 
most disagreeable manner, and they must 
accept it. While the Government did 
not think that this provision was neces- 
sary, still it was much better than the 
similar provision in the English Act, 
Scotland would now be in a somewhat 
better position than England, because he 
would venture to say that the Local 
Government Board was a more satis- 
factory body for the purpose than the 
Charity Commissioners. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Amendment, in page 26, line 33, leave 
out from the first (“ the”) to (“ Board ”) 
in line 384, the next Amendment, read a 
second time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House doth agree with the 
Lords in the said Amendment.” 


Mr. CALDWELL said, this subject 
was one on which a Division was taken 
on a previous occasion in this House, and 

N 
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thé Lords Amendment reversed the After line 39 insert new sub-section :..; 
judgment then arrived at. Did the | “The accounts of a Parish Council shall be! 
Government hold to the view they took | transmitted annually by the clerk of the Coun- 


“ is | cil as soon as may be after the fifteenth day of 
in the House of Commons, or was this May, but not later than the first day of August, to 


another point that they were concedirg | 4). auditor appointed by the Board.” 
for the purpose of carrying the Bill ? | _ y : 
He thought the people of Scotland should | Page 29, line 9, leave out (“and that 


know the price they were paying for the | failing”) and insert (“or unless in the 
Bill. | event of”). 


Sim G. TREVELYAN said, that| Line 11, leave out (“consenting”) 
this did not raise any great question of | #nd insert (“refusing such consent”). 


principle. In the Bill it was originally Page 32, line 7, at the end of the 
proposed that the county auditors should | clause add the following sub-section :— 
audit the accounts of the Parish Councils.| “Upon the formation of a special lighting 


There was a very general feeling in the | ‘istrict under the provisions of this section it 
ys 8 shall be lawful for the district committee to 


Committee against this proposal, so adopt the Burghs Gas Supply (Scotland) Act, 


strong a feeling, indeed, that it was abso- | 1876, and any Act amending the same, but in 
lutely necessary to bow to it, and conse- ne Pry penton gett Es 
y ’ with respect to capital, expenditure, borrowing, 


quently the change was made that the | and audit 1 accounts, shall apply in lieu of the 
. 2 ° . corresponding provisions of th former Acts or 
Parish Council should appoint their own | 5¢ this section : and in the application of the 


auditors, subject to the approval of the | former Acts the expression ‘burgh’ shall be 
Board. He .was quite certain that any construed to mean special lighting district, 

~ | ‘commissioners,’ ‘town council,’ and ‘ Commis- 
Secretary for Scotland who knew his | sioners of Police,’ to mean district committee, 


business would take care to consult the nae hee oly . on ge oe * to ees sey 
° . . g er as a coun y elector e su } 
wishes of the parishes and not override | \joce qualification is situated within the special 


them in this matter. He had known the | lighting district.” 

Sheriff override the wishes of the burghs. Line 17. af “Seotland ”) i 

He thought this was the right solution. | ,“/M® *‘> atter (“Scotland”) insert 
(“amendment ”’). 


oe 9. PERGUGRON nid, tha xight Page 34, line 23, leave out (“ eleventh 
hon. Gentleman had said that there was no day of December”) and insert (“ fifteenth 
principle involved in this matter. He| day of May in the year”). 
was quite sure also that there was no 
Party question involved. He believed it 
embodied a real improvement in the Bill. 
Line 38, after (“passed”) insert— 


Dr. CLARK said, he agreed that this ( Prbvilled ‘that aity ro-erraagdmens 40s 
was an improvement in the Bill, and he | duties and remuneration of existing medical 


h tter from the fi j officers holding office under the Poor Law (Scot- 
lected ot the matter abe raceereny land) Act, 1845, shall be subject to the approval 


standpoint. This was an opportunity | of the Board ”). 

t might h ] , , 
where the Goversmen Nees, 5 aced | Page 35, line 2, after (“Council”) 
Scotland in the same position as England, |; 44 
and allowed a large portion of the cost of | (“ Provided that if isting Inspector ef 

P 1 | rovided that if any existing Ins 
the audit to be defrayed by the Imp erial | Poor is aggrieved by such distribution of busi- 
Exchequer. | ness, or by the imposition or withdrawal of any 
| duties, he may, within one month after the date 
of any resolution of the Council eerie? 
such business or imposing or withdrawing sw 
Other Lords Amendments agreed | duties, appeal to the Board, whose decision 
to— be final.”) 
Page: 26, line 35, leave out Sub-| Page 36, line 9, after (“ respectivel y”) 
section (2) and insert new sub-section— | insert— 
“ The Board may, by Order, prescribe Rules (“The expression ‘town clerk’ includes the 
modifying the enactments as to the time and | clerk to the Burgh Commissioners of a police 
place of the audit.” | burgh ”). 


Mr. Caldwell 


Line 24, leave out ( ninety-four”) and 
insert (“ ninety-five ’’). 








Question put, and agreed to. 
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Page 40, after line 25 insert— 


| The Commence- 
ment of this 
Act. 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 





the 
not 


married, or who, being 


is 
married, is not living 


(i), 
the words 


“who are not married, 
and married females not 
living in family with 


Q), 
their husbands.” 


“ who 
in family with her hus- 
two, 


section 


Section twenty-eight, sub- 
words 


Section 





Act, 
Act, 


ment (Scot- 
land) 

1889 

ment (Scot- 
land) 


Local Govern- 
1881, 


Municipal Elec- 
tions Amend- 





es 
S 
Yo] 
SS) 





s 
> 
or] 
ao 
2 
nN 
al 


44 Vic. c, 13- 





Page 41, leave out lines 30 to 41. 


Page 43, line 15, after (“ adopted ”) 
insert (“or any bye-law made there- 
under”). 


SUPPLY—REPORT. 


Postponed Resolutions [20th August ] 
further considered. 


NAVY ESTIMATES, 1894-5. 
Fifty-fourth Resolution— 


“That a sum, not exceeding £1,402,100, be | 


granted to Her Majesty, to defray the expense 
of Victualling and Clothing for the Navy, in- 
eluding the cost of Victualling Establishments 
at Home and Abroad, which will come in course 
of payment during the year ending on the 
31st day of March, 1895,” 


considered. 


Mr. KEARLEY (Devouport) said, he 
would like to call attention to the fact 
that the Marines on board Her Majesty’s 
ships were required to pay for their own 
White clothing which it was necessary 
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for them to wear at foreign stations. He 
should be glad to hear that this hardship 
upon the men would be removed. 


*Tue SECRETARY ro tHe AD- 
MIRALTY (Sir U. Kay-Suurrtrs- 
worth, Lancashire, Clitheroe) said, that 
under a new Rule the practice was to 
supply each Marine before leaving 


|for a foreign station with two white 


|tunics and two pairs of white drill 
trousers at the public expense; what 
he received would doubtless not be 
sufficient for him for the whole three 
years of foreign service in a hot climate, 
and he would have to supplement the 
supply himself. He should, however, be 
very happy to confer with his hon. Friend 
the Member for Devonport, who took 
such an interest in the Royal Marines, 
as to any matters connected with their 
clothing. 


Resolution agreed to. 


Resolutions Fifty-five to Sixty-one 





agreed to. 


Sixty-second Resolution— 

“That a sum, not exceeding £231,200, be 
| granted to Her Majesty, to defray the Expenses 
| of the Admiralty Office, which will come in 
| course of payment during the year ending on 
| the 3lst day of March, i895,” 


considered. 
Mr. KEARLEY said, that as the 


House would now shortly adjourn for 
some considerable time, he should like to 
eall attention to the subject of the 
manning of the Navy, and press that it 
should receive somewhat closer atten- 
tion. , 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! The 
Navy Vote has been passed. 

Mr. KEARLEY : I am speaking of 
the policy. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 
Order. 

Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT : 
Will it be out of Order to ask the Repre- 
sentative of the Admiralty to take all 
possible steps in order to make up the 
great deficiency in the personnel of the 
Navy, without going into detail as to 
manning the Fleet ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: A question might 
be asked to that effect, but any detailed 
or lengthened inquiry into the subject will 
be out of Order, inasmuch as the Manning 


N 2 


That is out of 
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Vote is one of those which have been 
passed. 

Mr. KEARLEY said, he wished to 
elicit from the representative of the Ad- 
miralty some statement on this question, 
as fears were entertained that the De- 
partment was not proceeding as rapidly 
as might be wished in the matter. 


Supply—Navy 


*Sir U. KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH | 


said, that he made a very full statement 
on this subject at an earlier period of the 
Session. He could assure the hon. Mem- 
ber that the very large and increased pro- 
visions made in this year’s Estimates for 
the manning of the Navy were being 
given effect to by the Admiralty with the 
utmost vigour. They had been extremely 
successful in some of the points. In the 
Royal Marines, to which his hon. Friend 
had just now referred, they had been very 
successful in adding to the number, and 
the standard had recently been raised. 


As he had previously told the House, the | 


Northampton had been commissioned to 
enrol boys older than those taken on 
the training ships, and that also was a 
very encouraging experiment, for the 
boys were coming in with great 
rapidity. Generally speaking, they had 


{COMMONS} 


| 
| 


Estimates, 1894-5, 316 


Resolution agreed to. 
Sixty-third Resolution agreed to. 


Sixty-fourth Resolution— 


“That a sum, not exceeding £990,400, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to defray the Expense 
| of Naval and Marine Pensions, Gratuities, and 


Compassionate Allowances, which will come in 
course of payment during the year ending on 


| the 3lst day of March, 1895,” 
, considered. 


| Mr. KEARLEY said, he desired to 
| call the attention of the Civil Lord toa 
case into which he knew the hon. Gen- 
tleman had been inquiring—namely, that 
of a man called Deans, who died a few 
months since. At 60 years of age Deans 
became entitled to a gratuity ; instead of 
retiring at the age of 60, when entitled 
to a week’s wages for every year’s ser- 
vice, he, at the request of the Govern- 
ment, consented to continue in theservice 
to suit their convenience. Within three 
months he unfortunately died, and instead 





| of the gratuity being given to his rela- 
| tives for his 25 years’ services, the money 
‘had been denied altogether. 
| Friend had, he believed, looked into the 
| question, and he should like to know what 
| had been done ? 


His hon. 


He desired also to draw 


made a great advance in the direction re-| the attention of the House to a matter in 
quired. He might, perhaps, be allowed | connection with the Navy, which was s 
to add that very exaggerated reports had | urning question. ‘That was the system 
appeared in the newspapers as to the | under which the wives of naval men were 


difficulty alleged to have been expe- 
rienced in providing men for the ships 
engaged in the recent Naval Manceuvres. 
There were, in fact, large numbers of 
men at the disposal of the Admiralty, 
especially at Portsmouth and Chatham, 
and in the embarking section of the 
coastguard, by whom further ships might 


have been commissioned. The Admiralty | 


hoped in future years, and indeed even 
by next year, to be in a much better 
position than at present. 


Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT | 


said, he merely wished to emphasise the 
question put by the hon. Member for 
Devonport. He believed that great 
anxiety was felt throughout the country 
as to the admitted deficiency in the 
personnel of the Navy, and it was 
generally hoped that the Board of Ad- 
miralty would do their utmost during the 
coming year to supply, so far as they 
could, that very serious deficiency in the 
number of officers and men. 


Mr. Speaker 


compelled to come monthly to the naval 


| establishments for the purposes of draw- 
ing the half-pay allotted to them by their 
relatives on foreign service. A Com- 
| mittee had inquired into the subject, an 
overwhelming mass of evidence being 
given in favour of the change, and none 
_ in favour of the continuance of the present 
system. But notwithstanding this, the old 
practice was being continued. This prac- 
| tice was very much objected to ; the hus- 
bands objected to their wives being herded 
together for two hours in a building 
eminently unsuitable for the purpose, and 
they objected to the two miles’ walk to 
and from to draw the money; but the 
strongest ground was that it tended to 
immorality. It was stated in evidence 
that no fewer than 15 bad characters had 
money allotted to them, perhaps by a few 
_of the worst characters who happened to 
get into the Navy, and they attended 
|month by month to draw the money 8 
allotted to them. A respectable man, of 
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course, had the strongest possible objec- | 
tion to his wife having to consort with | 


these people even for a single moment. 
A Petition had been sent in to the 
Admiralty, signed by the wives of 1,500 
Naval men, praying for an alteration of 
the system, and not one single represen- 
tation was made or evidence given in 
favour of the continuance of the present 
system. 
their wives should be able to draw the 
money at the post offices. 
the pensioners had a similar grievance, 


but in their case the desired reform was | 
made, and they now received their pen- | 


sions through the post office. With re- 
gard to pensions now paid quarterly, he 
urged the necessity of paying them 
monthly. Long before the next quarterly 
payment became due the pensioner and 
his family were often in necessitous cir- 
cumstances, the fact being that when 
a pensioner got a large sum in his hand 
at a time he was sometimes tempted into 
dissipation, with disastrous results. He 
also desired to call attention to the ques- 
tion of Greenwich pensions ; an arrange- 


ment had been made whereby men, when | 


they reached the age of 55 years, 


should have an augmentation of 5d. a/| 


day, but in 1878 a limitation in the num- 
ber of men was effected. 


What the men wanted was that | 


Years ago | 
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raise the question, and upon the success- 
ful result of his efforts, which would 
‘undoubtedly be one of the greatest 
benefits to the families of seamen. The 
system of paying these allotments to the 
wives of the seamen by Post Office 
orders, which they could cash at any 
| time, instead of compelling them to herd 
in hundreds and thousands at the dock- 
yards, was a change which was approved 
|of by the Admiralty. They were now 
waiting the sanction of the Treasury with 
regard to the necessary increase in the 
staff, but the additional cost would not 
exceed £480, and he hoped the sanction 
of the Treasury would be obtained in 
'time for handbills to be sent out next 
month, and if that were done, the new 
system would come into operation on 
October 1. With regard to the question 
of the payment of pensions monthly 
instead of quarterly, the hon. Member 
said that when a pensioner got a 
comparatively large sum into his 
hands once a quarter he sometimes 
got rid of it too soon, with bad results to 
| his family. The Admiralty had been 
made acquainted with some very painful 
circumstances of that kind, and he should 
be very glad to take the suggestion, that 
the pensions should be paid monthly 


Until 1892 | instead of quarterly, into his consideration 


strong agitation was carried on against | and consult his colleagues on the subject. 


the action of limitation. The result, 


| With regard to the question of the 


then, was the appointment of a Select | Greenwich age pensions, the information 
Committee, which made three recom- | of the hon, Member was not correct ; the 


mendations. 


Two had been carried out, Committee did not recommend that the 


with the result that of the 2,800 men | whole of the men should be considered. 


who had been deprived, 2,200 were 
enabled to receive the pensions to which 
they were entitled. Still 600 men re- 
mained, whose cases, he urged, should be 
dealt with. 

Tae CIVIL LORD or rue ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr. E. Rosertrsox, Dundee) 
said,with regard first to the question of the 


They distinguished between them, and 
made two recommendations, which had 
been acted upon, at an increase of 
£22,000 on the Estimates. They made 
some observations upon a third recom- 
mendation, which were being considered, 
He could promise on behalf of the 
Admiralty that the whole subject should 





gratuity to the relatives of the man Deans, | receive the most careful consideration, 
to which the hon. Gentleman referred, | but further than that he could not go. 


there was a doubt as to the powers of the | 
Admiralty in the matter ; it was doubtful | 
whether to give the gratuity was within 
their powers. He would, however, in- 
quire into the question of the powers of 
the Admiralty, and if they could they 
would consider the possibility of making 
an allowance. With regard to the allot- 
ments, he congratulated the hon. Member 
for Devonport upon being the first to 





Resolution agreed to. 
Sixty-fifth and Sixty-sixth Resolutions 
agreed to. 
CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DE. 
PARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1894-5. 
Crass I. 


First Resolution— 
“That a sum, not exceeding £24,674, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
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necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 31st day of March, 1895, for the Salaries and 
Expenses of the Department of the Registrar 
General of Births, &c. in England,” 


considered. 


*Tue PRESIDENT or tae LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Suaw- 
Lerevre, Bradford, Central) said, the 
House would recollect that on Monday 
last the hon. Member for the Carnarvon 
Boroughs raised a Debate with regard to 
the Registrar General’s Report on the 
Census of 1891 in Wales, and stated that 
that official had imputed that many of 
the Welsh people had wilfully made 
misstatements with the view of increasing 
the number of those who were returned as 
speaking the Welsh language only. 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said, the 
Registrar General went further than 
that, and suggested that the Returns 
were not reliable. 

*Mr. SHAW-LEFEVRE said, the 
hon. Member imputed that the Registrar 
General, in his Report, had insinuated 
‘that the Welsh people had wilfully and 
purposely, and almost fraudulently, filled 
ap the Returns in a manner which was 
not consistent with truth. At the time 
he (Mr. Shaw-Lefevre) said he felt 
certain that that could not have been the 
intention of the Registrar General, and 
that he did not think on the face of the 
Report that that was the meaning of the 
paragraphs complained of. He also 
jpromised that he would communicate with 
the Registrar General, and ascertain from 
‘him what was his real view of the matter. 
He had done so, and he had received 
from the Registrar General a most em- 
phatic statement that he had no intention 
whatever of imputing that the Welsh 
people had wilfully and improperly filled 
up these Returns. All that he intended 
to convey in his Report was that there 
had been some misunderstanding as to 
the requirements of the schedule on the 
part of the Welsh people in some districts, 
the result of which was that some of the 
Returns were not altogether reliable. 
The hon. Member must not think that 
this explanation of the Registrar Gene- 
ral was made specially in consequence of 
the Debate of Monday, for he would 
point out that the present Secretary of 
State for India (Mr. H. H. Fowler), who 
was at that time President of the Local 


{COMMONS} 


$c., Estimates. 820 


| Government Board, at the beginning of 

| the year, answering a question on the 
same subject, put to him by the hon, 
Member for Oswestry, said— 

| “He had no power to direct that a fresh in- 

| quiry should be made as to the number of people 
speaking Welsh, and that the Registrar General 
had no evidence that any person wilfully and 
knowingly made false Returns in Wales.” 


There was an emphatic statement on the 
| part of the Registrar General at that 
time that the passage to which the hon, 
Member for the Carnarvon Boroughs re- 
ferred on Monday did not admit of the 
meaning which that hon. Member placed 
/upon it. He had to state on the part of 
the Registrar General that he had no in- 


‘tention whatever of reflecting on the: 


Welsh people in the sense in which the 

hon. Member complained of. At the 

same time, he must admit that he thought 
'the language used by the Registrar 

General might have been more explicit ; 

and having regard to the fact that it had 
| given rise to a feeling of irritation in 
| Wales, he regretted that the language 
/ had not made it clear what was really 

meant. He would, therefore, advise the 

Registrar General to embody, in a 
letter to him, an emphatic denial that he 

intended the passages of his Report com- 
| plained of to bear the meaning imputed 
| to them, and that he withdrew any ex- 
pression which would appear to lead in 
| that direction, That letter might be laid 
| before the House in the form of a Parlia- 
|mentary Paper. It would remain on 
record, and would be taken in connec- 
|tion with the Report of the Census 

in any reference in future Debates. 
| There were one or two other points 
| arising out of the Debate of Monday last 
| to which he desired to refer. An hon, 
| Member asked whether there was any 
| foundation whatever for the statement 
| that the Registrar General had communi- 
|cations with the Bishop and clergy of 
the Established Church in Wales ; and 
to that the Registrar General replied that 
the only communication of the kind he 
had had was a telegram from the Bishopof 
, Asaph on the subject yesterday morning. 
He had also received a communication 
from Mr. Ritchie with reference to this 
matter. An hon. Member on Monday 
'night alleged that there had been an 
| admission by Mr, Ritchie of mismanage- 
| ment on the part of the Registrar General, 
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and Mr. Ritchie wished to dissociate him- 
self from any such admission. He wrote— 


“T see that last night in the House of Com- 
mons Mr. J. H. Lewis is reported to have said 
that I had admitted in the House mismanage- 
ment on the part of the Registrar General in 
connection with the Welsh Census. I wish to 


dissociate myself from any such charge. It is | 


true that there was some mistake of a very 
limited kind made in, I think, a very limited 
area. This I admitted in the House, but I did 
not admit anything approaching to mismanage- 
ment generally in connection with the Welsh 
Census, and certainly not on the part of the 


Registrar General, who devoted himself most | 


zealously to secure that the Census should be 
full and fair; and not once during the many 
communications I had with him on the subject 


was it possible to detect the smallest trace of | 


partiality or bias on his part.” 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS said, that 
what Mr. Ritchie had admitted was that 
the supply of forms in the Welsh language 
was not so great as the demand. 


*Mr. SHAW-LEFEVRE said, that as | 
to the want of a proper supply of | 


schedules in the Welsh language, there 
appeared to have been a kind of patriotic 
movement in Wales to fill up the 
schedules in the Welsh language to a far 
greater degree than before, and although 
25 per cent. more papers were furnished 


than in 1881 the supply proved insuffi- 
cient, but where any difficulty of that 
kind arose steps were taken to remedy 


the defect. He hoped hon. Members 
would be satisfied with the assurance that 
the Registrar General had no intention 
whatever to throw any imputation on the 
Welsh people. 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE (Carnarvon, 


&c.) said, that the right hon. Gentleman | 


had simply addressed himself to the im- 
putation made by the Registrar General 


on the truthfulness of the Welsh people | 


in filling up the Census Returns. He 


had not addressed himself to the more | 


important point from the Parliamentary 


point of view of the reliability of the | 
The Registrar General in his | 


Returns. 
Report said— 


“We do not think that much value can be 
rey to the figures which are given in our 
es.” 


What did those words mean? Either 


’ the Returns were reliable or they were , 


not, and the Registrar ought either to 
defend his Report or withdraw the im- 


putation on the reliability of the Returns | 


made by the Welsh people. The issue 
was a perfectly clear one. Census papers 
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| were distributed through Wales. In one 
column of the paper the people were to 
make a return as to the language they 
spoke. Surely the people themselves 
were better judges as to the language 
they spoke than the Registrar General. 
The result of the Census was that 
500,000 of the people returned them- 
selves as speaking Welsh only, 400,000 
as speaking both Welsh and English, and 
the remainder as English - speaking. 
Upon what evidence had the Registrar 
General come to the conclusion 
that those figures were not correct ? 
| Without any evidence, either set forth or 
indicated in the slightest degree, the 
| Registrar General came to the conclusion 
| that the whole Returns were unreliable. 
| This was not a small matter. If the 
| Registrar General was right in his in- 
| ference as to those Returns, Parliament 
could not place the slightest reliance 
upon any Returns made by the Welsh 
| people in the future as to their habits 
'and customs and language. Several 
social and political questions would have 
to be decided on, whether it was or was 
not true that there were some thousands 
of people in Wales who did not under- 
stand the English language at all. For 
instance, a short time ago he raised in 
the House the question of the appoint- 
/ment of a County Court Judge, who 
could not speak Welsh to a Welsh- 
speaking district, The reply that was 
| given to him was that this district was 
/not a Welsh-speaking district, and that 
the people were able to give their evidence 
clearly in the English tongue. What a 
valuable Report in _ refutation of 
that statement would the Report of the 
Census of 1891 have been were it not for 
the unfounded comments of the Registrar 
General! The fact was, that the Census 
| Returns for Wales had been rendered 
perfectly worthless by the insinuations 
which the Registrar General had thought 
fit to make, He should express his dis- 
satisfaction with the statement of the 
right hon. Gentleman, and he was deter- 
mined to take the opinion of this House 
upon the subject. If the Government 
had no control over the Registrar Gene- 
ral the House had, and he would there- 
fore move a reduction in the Vote on the 
ground that there was no evidence to 
| justify that official in aspersing the whole 
of the Welsh Returns. The slur that 
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permanent official had cast upon the 
Welsh people rendered these Returns 
valueless for all future purposes, political 
and social. They must show such men 
that they could not make false statements 
with regard to the Welsh people, falsify 
Returns, and colour Reports with a 
political object in view, without having 
the censure of the House of Commons 
visited upon them. He therefore moved 
the reduction of the Vote by £100. 


Amendment proposed, to leave out 
“ £24,674” in order to insert “ £24,574.” 
—(Mr. Lloyd-George.) 


Amendment proposed, “ That ‘£24,674’ 
stand part of the Resolution.” 


Mr. EDWARDS (Radnorshire) sup- 
ported the reduction. He did not under- 
stand the English language if the Regis- 
trar General did not in his Report deliber- 
ately impute inaccuracies in the Welsh 
Returns, and wrong-doing on the part of 
the Welsh people. Misrepresentations as 
to the number of Welsh-speaking people 
might have important results in connec- 
tion with the controversy in Wales be- 
tween the Established Church and the 
Nonconformists. The great charge that 
the latter made against the Establish- 
ment was that it had failed in its duties be- 
cause it did not minister to the people in 
the language of the people. The Regis- 
trar General’s Report would be relied 
upon by the friends of the Establishment 
as a proof that the number of Welsh- 
speaking people in Wales was greatly 
exaggerated, and that, therefore, the 
Church did minister to the people in the 
language of the people. The misrepre- 
sentations in the Report were, therefore, 
justly resented by the friends of the 
monoglot Welshman. The Registrar 
General, who was said not to have cast 
any imputation upon Welshmen, used 
these words— 

“ Abundant evidence has been received by 

us that the Returns were either misunderstood 
or set at nought.” 
What ground had the Registrar General 
for saying that? He held that this 
Report ought to be set aside, and that 
another Report should be supplied, con- 
taining statistics only, and no official im- 
putations or opinions. 


Mr. HERBERT LEWIS (Flint, &c.) 
hoped that this Report would be with- 


Mr, Lloyd-George 
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drawn and an impartial Report substi- 
tuted for it. In every line of the Report 
animus and bias were apparent, and the 
imputations which it contained were so 
insulting to the Welsh people that their 
Representatives could not submit te 
them. It was very important when a 
Census was taken that an adequate 
supply of Census papers should be 
printed in the Welsh language. They 
earnestly hoped the right hon. Gentle 
man would give them the reasonable 
satisfaction for which they asked. 
*Masor JONES (Carmarthen, &e.} 
said, that if hon. Members were surprised 
at the warmth shown by Members from 
Wales on the question, he would point 
out that this was not the first time upon 
which calumnies against the Welsh people 
had been put into the form of official 
documents. He would ask the right 
hon. Gentleman to request the Registrar 
General either to justify or withdraw his. 
allegations against the Welsh people. 


Question put, and agreed to. 
Resolution agreed to. 
Resolutions Two to Thirteen agreed to.. 


Resolutions Twenty and Twenty-one 
agreed to. 


Crass V. 
Thirty-second Resolution— 


“That a sum, not exceeding £201,235, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March, 1895, for the Expenses 
of Her Majesty’s Embassies and Missions Abroad, 
and of the Consular Establishments Abroad, and 
other Expenditure chargeable on the Consular 
Vote,” 
considered. 


*Sir C. W. DILKE (Gloucester, Forest 
of Dean) said, it would be inhuman to 
detain the House in its present condition 
for many minutes, and though he felt 
that observations should at the present 
period of the Session be reduced to 
microscopic dimensions, yet there were 
subjects arising on this Vote which there 
had been no previous opportunity of 
mentioning, and which could not be 
allowed to be passed without 
referred to. It was to be regretted that 
the present practice of the House led to 
too much time being devoted to the early 
Votes, and to such Votes as those con- 
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tained in Class V. passing without remark. 
It was, of course, possible to raise discus- 
sions on subjects falling under Class V. | 
on the Votes on Account, but Votes 
on Account were always taken in 
the same order, and from the manner 
in which Votes on Account’ were 
taken in that order too much time 
was also given to the early Votes and 
too little to the later. That was highly 
inconvenient, and was a reason for some 
change in the Forms of the House in 
dealing with these matters. In view of 
the fact that they had come to this period 
of the Session and the House was 
weary, he would make his remarks very 
few. Because the question of Egypt 
had not been raised this year, it must not 
be supposed that those who raised the 
question last year had changed the views 
which they then expressed. Their views 
remained as strong as they always had 
been ; but the matter had not been raised 
this year, because they thought it had 
been sufficiently ventilated last year, and 


no sufficient change had occurred to | 


justify its being again raised. But he 
wished to draw attention to two or three 
small matters of another kind. On page 
403 of the Estimates there was a Vote of 
£1,000—a new Vote for the establish- 
ment of an International Maritime Bureau 
at Zanzibar in consequence of our obliga- 
tions under the Berlin arrangement. He 
was bound to say that our position at 
Zanzibar in relation to the Slave Trade 
was hypocritical. While there was an | 
increase in the money nominally spent on 
the suppression of the Slave Trade, a 
great market for slaves was left open by 
the existence of the legal status of slavery | 
in Zanzibar and Pemba. There was no 
free labour there, and so long as that | 
condition of things prevailed so long | 
would all attempts to keep down slavery | 
by votes of money be unavailing. He 
believed that the establishment of a} 
Labour Bureau at Zanzibar was a mere 
blind to the country, because it was im- | 
possible to suppress the Slave Trade 
unless the legal status of slavery were 
abolished within our own Protectorate. 
He hoped that in future years the Uganda | 
Votes would all be brought together. 
There was a Vote this year for the | 
expenses of the Commission for carrying | 
out the Agreement between Great Britain | 
and France as to a neutral buffer State 
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between their possessions in Indo-China, 
as to which some documents were pre- 
sented to the House a few days ago. A 
great deal of time had passed since 
the Estimates were framed ; but in spite 
of the pressure which had been put upon 
the Government in the matter no meeting 
of the Commission had been held, and 
the creation of the buffer State seemed 
as far off as ever. He should be glad 
if the Government would give the House 
some information as to whether anything 
like this buffer State was to be created. 
He doubted whether, in the cireumstances 
of the district, it would be possible to 
establish a satisfactory buffer State. 
Such a State as Afghanistan would be 
valuable, but a purely artificial State 
such as was proposed would not be of the 
least value. But the Government attached 
great importance to such a State, and he 
hoped that they would carry out their 
own policy. As to the Vote for the 
escort to the Legation of Japan, such a 
guard was now wholly unnecessary, and 
as for unforeseen missions and services, 
why was double the amount taken this 
year than was taken last year? 


Sir E, ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
said, the right hon. Baronet had made it 
appear as if the temporary maintenance 
of slavery in Zanzibar was the principal 


| cause of that abhorent traffic in the East. 


He (Sir E. Ashmead-Bartlett) would 
point out that with reference to the Slave 
Trade the Anti-Slavery Society were of 
opinion that the best way of suppressing 


_ it would be the immediate building of the 


railway to Uganda. That was also the 


_view of people who were best acquainted 


with the circumstances of Uganda, and 
who were impressed with the desirability 


| of doing away with the enormous caravans 


of porters, for the most part in a state of 
quasi-servitude, who at present had to 
carry the goods conveyed from the coast 
to Uganda. 

*Masor JONES said, there could be 
no doubt that the Diplomatic Service of 
this country was decaying and the Con- 
sular Service growing and becoming 
more useful every day. For this reason 
he desired to appeal to his hon. Friend 
the Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
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to do something for Consular officers) THe UNDER SECRETARY 9 
abroad. It was a fact which reflected’: STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


discreditably on this country that a great | (Sir E. Grey, Northumberland, Berwiek) 
many of our Consular officers not only | y 
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received no salary whatever and nothing 
at all against office rent, but were obliged 
to supply their own stationery and their 
own postage stamps. He would appeal 
to the Government to make provision, at 


any rate, for stationery and postage | 


stamps. A circular might be issued to 
chief Consular officers authorising them 
to pay for the stationery and postage 
stamps of subordinate Consular officers 
in their various districts. He did not 
think that was a very exorbitant demand. 
When we required information as to the 
products and imports of given districts 
we had to apply to these officers for it, 
and surely it would be only reasonable 


to pay for their stationery and postage | 


stamps. 


Sir R. TEMPLE (Surrey, King- | 


ston) said, he hoped a specific reply 
would be given to the right hon. Gen- 


tleman the Member for the Forest of | 
The question was whether the | 


Dean. 
status of slavery existed in Zanzibar, 
and, if so, what steps the Government 
were taking to put an end to it ? 
question must be answered. 
Majesty’s Government would have to 
justify themselves before the civilised 
world if they allowed this slavery to 
continue. It had existed, as they all 
knew, for centuries, and probably it 
could not be done away with at once, but 
were the Government taking steps to 
gradually, if not immediately, abolish it ? 
He was apprehensive that the hon. 
Baronet would say that we were not 


administering that country — that the | 


country was not under our control. That, 


however, would not be accepted by the | 


civilised world outside, and he hoped 
it would not be accepted by the 
best and most influential opinion in 
England. With regard to the Uganda 
railway, he wished to impress upon the 
Government that if they had not the re- 
sources, financial and otherwise, for 
undertaking so great a work, they 
ought at any rate to begin it, and to con- 
struct the line from the sea to the first 
range of hills. That could be done 
easily and inexpensively. 


Major Jones 


That | 
Her | 


| said, that he had on previous occasions 
specifically stated that the status of 
| slavery existed not only in Zanzibar, but 
}in all Mahommedan protectorates jp 
| Africa, The universa] practice where 
the Mahommedan law was in existenge 
in British protectorates was that the 
_ institutions of the country were as faras 
possible undisturbed, though political 
| influence outside these protectorates was 
| placed entirely in the hands of the 
British Government. In Zanzibar there 
| were three regulations, not all new, but 
which had only lately come under the 
|influence of British officials. One of 
them was that whenever slaves wer 
treated cruelly by their owners, and the 
cruelty was proved, they were set free, 
Another was that the slaves might not 
be inherited by anyone but the children 
of their owner, so that if the owner died 
and left no direct issue his slaves became 
|free. The third was that slaves wer 
/not to be imported into the island, and 
| that every man landing after a certain 
date became free.. He believed that 
people in the status of slavery did not 
| multiply rapidly ; that the tendency was 
for the slave population not to perpetuate 
| itself. That being so, it was obvious 
'that, provided the Rules he had de 
scribed were strictly enforced, the insti- 
tution of slavery in Zanzibar must 
within a comparatively limited number 
of years die a natural death. 

*Sir C. W. DILKE: There is no free 
labour at all there at the present time. 


Sir E. GREY said, he would deal 
with that point. The Regulations were 
/being strictly enforced, although 10 
| doubt in some cases a certain number of 
| slaves, comparatively few, did slip 
| through the meshes of the rules and got 
into the island. In order that the Regu- 
lations might be better enforced they 
had lately placed a representative in the 
Island of Pemba. The strict enforee- 
ment of the Regulations and the fact that 
the number of slaves was decreasing must 
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have its effect upon the cultivation of the | 
jdand. They were receiving more and | 
nore complaints as time went on of the 
dificulty in obtaining labour in Zanzibar, 
and therefore one of the great problems | 
before them, assuming that it was the | 

ofthe Government to see the Re- | 
tions enforced, was the introduction | 
of free paid labour into Zanzibar for the | 
cultivation of the land. Though there | 
were great objections and difficulties to | 
doing away with the status of slavery in 

Zanzibar, he quite admitted that it was 
the business of the Government to see 
that no mere economic considerations 
should be allowed to obscure and put on | 
one side those large humane principles so | 
deeply felt in this country with regard to 
the question of slavery. With regard to 
the Expedition to establish the limits of 
the buffer State in Siam, it could not be 
started, owing to climatic reasons, before 
Uetober. Arrangements were actively in 

s between the two Governments 
with the object of fixing the number of | 
the escorts, the place where they were to 
meet, and what their programme was to | 
be, and these arrangements had been 
pushed on in order that the work might | 
be begun during the ensuing autumn. 

As for unforeseen missions and services 
the Vote was larger this year than last 
year, because the Vote for foreseen 
missions and services was smaller than 
last year. When the one class of 
missions was larger than usual it was 
anticipated that the other class would be 
smaller, and a sort of average was struck. 
With regard to what had fallen from the | 
hon. and gallant Gentleman, he could not 
altogether agree with him. He could | 
endorse the last part of his statement, | 
that the Consular Service was growing | 
in importance, but he could not admit 
that the Diplomatic Service was less im- 
portant than previously. 

*Masor JONES said, that when 
important International questions were 
taised special envoys were invariably 
sent out. He did not say that the 
gentlemen at present engaged in the 
Diplomatic Service were less conspicuous 
for ability than those engaged formerly, 
but he said that with the telegraph and 
modern means of communication the 


' 








Diplomatic Service was waning and the 


Consular Service growing in import- 
ance. 

Sir E. GREY said, the two Services 
were growing in importance together 
with the growth of the Empire. There 
were some Consuls paid and some unpaid. 
No doubt it would be more satisfactory 
if they not only had more Consuls, but 
if they paid them ; but, after all, the num- 
ber in the Services must depend on the 
demand. His own opinion was that 
whatever money the Treasury could be 
induced to allow for expending on the 
local services ought to be devoted rather 
to the pay of the officials than to any 
alteration of the existing system. 


Sir R. TEMPLE asked whether a 
person under British protection born of 
slave parents could he held up as a 


| slave ? 


Str E. GREY said, that such a 
person would be a slave subject to con- 
ditions. When the owner died the 


| slaves would not pass to strangers. He 


assumed that the claims on the fund 
would be few. 


Mr. HERBERT LEWIS (Flint, &c.) 
said, that under British protectorate 
slavery would be an innovation, for it 
had been abolished by the British Go- 
vernment. The argument that it was 
necessary to make it an institution of the 
country might be equally applied in 


| other cases. Another point with which 


the hon. Baronet had not dealt was the 
maintenance of a guard at Tokio. That 
was surely unnecessary at the present 
day. There was really no more need for 
a guard in Tokio than in Paris or 
Vienna. This guard itself proved its 
own inutility in case of actual disturb- 
ances arising, for it was obvious from 
the Vote that it was an exceedingly 
small one. 


Resolution agreed to. 


Thirty-third Resolution— 


“ That a sum, not exceeding £213, be granted 
to Her Majesty, to complete the sum necessary 
to defray the Charge which will come in course 
of payment during the year ending on the 31st 
day of March 1895, for Expenses in connection 
with the Suppression of the Slave Trade, and 
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the Expenses of the Maintenance of certain 
Liberated Africans,” 


considered. 


*Srr C. W. DILKE said, this was a 
very curious item. It had reference 
to tonnage bounties. For these the 
charge was double what it usually was, 
and he must ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury the reason for it, and whether 
he could throw any light upon the matter ? 
As Her Majesty’s ships had ceased to 
patrol Madagascar waters, and this 
Estimate was made in advance, he could 
not understand why there should be an 
increase in the sum charged for tonnage 
bounties on the East Coast of Africa. 
There used to be a good deal of work 
done in the Malagasy waters, but that 
was no longer the case, and he should 
have thought there would have been a 
decrease, therefore, instead of an increase 
in this amount. He should also be glad 
to hear a statement from the right hon. 
Gentleman as to the number of Africans 
relieved, 


*THe SECRETARY ro tue TREA- 
SURY (Sir J. T. Hrssert, Oldham) 
said, the increased provision for tonnage 
bounties was owing to the more numerous 
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course of payment during the present 
year. He did not know how long the 
numbers of Liberated Africans would 
remain the same ; but in going through 
the Estimates he had drawn attention 
to the matter, and a sharp eye would be 
kept upon it. 

Sir R. TEMPLE said, a strong opinion 
existed in this country that the efforts 
for the suppression of the Slave Trade 
in what were called foreign waters would 


continue to be ineffectual so long as the | 


slave markets in the interior were al- 
lowed to be supplied. All the expendi- 
ture would continue to be non-effective 
until we took more active measures on 
land for the suppression of slavery. He 
hoped this point would be borne in mind 
in connection with our Protectorate in 
Uganda. But the first point was that 
the supplies to those markets were 
allowed to go on unchecked by Her 
Majesty’s gunboats. 


Resolution agreed to. 
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Thirty-fourth Resolution— 


“That a sum, not exceeding £79,675 
cluding a supplementary sum of £5,7. 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sm 
necessary todefray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 31st day of March 1895, for similar Colonia] 
Services, including Expenses incurred unde 
* New Pacific Islanders’ Protection Act, 18%! 
and certain Charges connected with 
Africa,” 


considered. 


*Sir C. W. DILKE said, the chief 
item in this large amount was in regard 
to Bechuanaland. He feared that the 
annual expenditure upon Bechuanaland 
would soon exceed £100,000, which had 
been stated as the maximum amount, 
there being already a deficit of £14,000 
or £15,000, while the House could not 
count upon a less aonual expenditure 
than £200,000 upon the row of posts in 
Central Africa which were not connected 
with one another—in Bechuanaland, 
Nyassaland, and Uganda. He desired to 
call attention to the matter as, in conse 
quence of the action of Germany and the 


recent break-down of the Congo Conven- 
tion, we had now no route through 


demands, which were likely to come in | Britis Contval Asien. snd Use 


Egyptand the North. The negotiations 
appeared to have broken down, and ther 
was no prospect of their ultimate succes. 
We were adopting a new forward policy 
in Central Africa, though he himself was 
not in favour of it, believing that we bad 
interests on and near the sea of much 
greater importance. He therefore pointed 
out that we were increasing our @- 
penditure upon the stations in C 
Africa, and there was little prospect 
that it would ever fall below £200,000s 
year. 


Tue UNDER SECRETARY @ 
STATE ror tHE COLONIES (Mr.8 
Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Poplar) said, 
in reference to Bechuanaland —Nyas® 
land and Uganda being under the contrdl 
of the -Foreign Office—he hoped thatit 
would be possible not only to reduce the 
expenditure, but to increase the revente 
as the country developed. Two cause 
were likely to have that effect—the 
attraction to Matabeleland of » large 
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mmber of emigrants, who, passing | which would be afforded before the House 
h Bechuanaland, would tend to| rose of considering the question, he would 
that country, and the extension | ake a short statement, without going 


-” geen ge pws poe yall at any length into details, in reference to 


man, but believed that ultimately the the necessity of strengthening our posi- 
British taxpayer might be relieved from | tion in Uganda and of establishing rail- 
burdens in carrying on the administration | way communication with that district. 
of that territory. Everyone interested in the extension of 

Resolution agreed to. our Imperial dominion in Central Africa 


Thirty-fifth Resolution agreed to. had long recognised the importance of 


Uganda. He was much astonished to 


___ | hear the right hon. Member for the Forest 

“That ‘ad eed te Hie Madeaty San of Dean express himself in doubtful terms 

= Charge i i eit eon te epnses at pay- | 28 to the enormous value of these vast 
ment during the year ending on the 31st day of | regions. There had, however, been of late 
March 1895, as a Grant in Aid of Expenses | a distinct improvement in the tone of the 
connected with Uganda and neighbouring | right hon. Baronet. He now spoke less 
Districts, confidently than before against the value 
considered. of Uganda. There was a time when 
*Sin C. W. DILKE said, a promise people expressed doubt as to the value of 
had been given to consider the question Ory, Save Saree am anea, aC me 
‘ and the Uape. et where wou the 

of compensatioa to Roman Catholics for | wealth and Imperial greatness of England 
damages received during the war in| now without those splendid colonies ? 
Uganda while Captain Lugard was there. The natural wealth of Uganda and the 
A special officer had been sent out to in- pest! ag r ype " exceeded the natural 
quire into the reality and extent of the COT Se RR: RE. SoemeTy oe Ge 


: world ; and it was vital to the existence 
losses ; and though this officer had made | of oy, power in those regions that railwa 


a Report, it had not been published. | communication should be established as 
For some reason or other it was not, he | speedily as possible with the coast. The 
believed, thought satisfactory. He did | value of Uganda to this country, and of 
not know what its nature might be, and the districts near to it, was also to be 
would be glad to hear what the hon, | found in the fact that in that region lay 
Gentleman could say as to the claim for the sources of the Nile. Danger was now 
compensation, which he believed affected likely to arise from the advance of the 
not only French Roman Catholics, but French, in consequence of the breaking- 
some German subjects, who suffered down of the Anglo-Congo Agreement. 
damage in the fighting at the same time. Our great rival in those regions was now 
This question of compensation should be ak by ve F a appten Treaty 
borne in mind when settling the sum to | ° wae ; oe age nearer 
be paid to the British East Africa Com-| 7p) gene a ne iain ey: 
pany for depriving them of their rights, |“; 2©TC1Or® 1B order to maintain our posi- 
These damages to Roman Catholics were tion at the sources as well as at the 
incurred during the time the Company mouth of the Nile we must keep the 
were holding tah and it was a ques- | Waterway of that river clear from the 
tion whether this country ought to be control of any other European Power. 
called upon to pay them, more especially | On this point he would quote a letter to 
as Captain Lugard reported that in those | The Times of Major Roderic Owen, who 
very operations a large amount of booty | had recently taken such a prominent part 
was captured by him for the Company | ‘2. Colonel Colville’s expedition up the 
which would go a very long way, as he | Nile from Uganda, and who from personal 
said, to meet the expenses of the joe, | experience was well qualified to speak on 


j the int. He commended this sentence 
Sr E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 


in the letter to the attention of the Go- 
said, as this was the last opportunity | vernment— 


Thirty-sixth Resolution— 
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“If we intend to remain in Egypt we must 
hold the Nile from its source to its mouth, and 
a clearly-defined margin to the west as well as 
to the east, either by acquisition or delimitation, 
and that considerably nearer the 25th degree 
than the 30th degree of east longitude.” 

But the French had just driven the Congo 
State back from the 25th to the 30th 
degree. Both from a military and political 
point of view, therefore, it was of the 
utmost importance that a railway should 
be constructed at once from the coast to 
the Victoria Nyanza. Although Article 
III. of the Auglo-Congo Treaty had 
been cancelled to please Germany, we 
still have a right of transit across the 


territory from the Albert Nyanza to Lake | 


Tanganyika. Though we had not the 
absolute control of the strip of territory 
between the two lakes, still we had 
power to make a railroad. This was 
the very fateful moment for our dominion 
in Central Africa. Upon the action 


of the Government within the next 
few months would depend the future of 
vast regions, to us of great political im- 
portance, of enormous natural wealth, 
and of great commercial potentiality. 


The Government, therefore, should adopt 
all possible means of strengthening our 
forces in Uganda and constructing as 
- soon as possible a railway from the coast 
to the Nyanza. Our markets abroad 
were not too many, and had been shrink- 
ing of late years. Foreign tariffs every- 
where placed British products at a 
disadvantage. Competition with our 
manufacturers in foreign markets was 
growing keener every day and this great 
region afforded us a much-required oppor- 
tunity of extending our trade. The right 
hon. Member for Birmingham had demon- 
strated in that House that a railway 
could be constructed at comparatively 
small cost for £900,000 as far as Kukuyu, 
close to the Victoria Nyanza, All that 
was wanted was a guarantee of less than 
£30,000 a year for a certain time. That 
small expenditure would give us speedily 
a railway which would confer upon 
England political and commercial pre- 
dominance in all those regions. At 
present the cost of transport from 
Victoria Nyauza to the sea was £300 
a ton; a railway would reduce it to 
£8 a ton, and would do away with 
the necessity of importing thousands 


Sir E, Ashmead-Bartlett 


‘ 


Supply—Civil Services, {COMMONS} 


&c., Estimates. 


masters. A railway would simply te 
invaluable to us from a military, political, 
and commercial point of view as well as 
being of the greatest importance jg 
checking the nearer advance towanis 
the Nile of our European neighbours, 
He was glad to see that even Radical 
Members from North of the Tweed 
were in favour of a forward policy in 
this respect. One of the Radical 
Members for Durham also had pleaded 
for the construction of a railway, Ip 
those circumstances, he hoped Her 
Majesty’s Government would be able 
to give an assurance of speedy action 
in the matter, and that they would se 
| their way to grant a subsidy in order that 
‘the work of constructing the Uganda 
| railway might be pushed forward without 
further delay. 


Sir E. GREY said, that the claims 
| of the missionaries had already been con- 
sidered, as the subject formed part of the 
| general discussion between the British 
and French Governments. He did not 
| think that the circumstances of the case 
required them to make further inquiries, 
because to do so would necessitate their 
going through an immense amount of 
evidence of what took place, in many 
cases, a very long time ago. With 
regard to the construction and mainte 
nance of railways in Uganda, he could 
only repeat what he had said on Friday 
last, nor had he any fresh announcement 
to make, and he, therefore, could only 
refer the hon. Gentleman to what was 
said by the Prime Minister on this sub 
ject in the House of Lords when the first 
Vote on Uganda was introduced. As to 
the universal danger to British interests 
in Uganda, whatever danger existed it 
was not only not greater but certainly less 
than it was some time ago. When the 
railway scheme was first advocated the 
recent Anglo-Congo Treaty was not evel 
thought of. Any danger that might 





the natives, and the fact that the stripe 
land between the two parties was now 
occupied by the Belgians would materially 
lessen thechances of friction, As re 

the larger question, it was impossible for 
him to again refer to the general interest 








of native porters, who were only slave’ 
in disguise working under their tagk 


‘arise would be due to difficulties with’ 
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etisting between the English and French 


‘Governments. He had already given the 


House his views on that question, and to 
that statement he had nothing to add. 


Resolution agreed to. 


Thirty-seventh Resolution— 


*That a sum, not exceeding £35,000, be 

to Her Majesty, to defray the Charge 

which will come in course of payment during 

the year ending on the 31st day of March 1895, 

ag a Grant in Aid of Expenses connected with 
the British Central African Protectorate,” 


considered. 


*Sirn C. W. DILKE said, that it was 
the first time that the House had been 
asked to make this grant, and if it had 
not been for the answer to a question put 
by him the other night, it would have 
been necessary to raise a discussion upon 
it, It had been hoped that this district 
—a rich planting one—would have 
paid its own expenses, but considerable 
wars had been undertaken as to which 
there were differences of opinion, and an 
opportunity ought to have been afforded 
fora Debate earlier in the Session. It 
was, however, too large a question for 
him to feel justified in raising a discussion 
upon it then, as he had given notice 
earlier in the Session that he intended 
to do. 


Resolution agreed to. 


Resolutions Thirty - eight to Fifty 
agreed to. 


SUPPLY—REPORT. 


Postponed Resolutions [17th August] 
farther considered. 


CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DE- 
PARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1894-5. 


Crass I. 
Resolutions Two to Five agreed to. 


Crass II. 

Tenth Resolution— 

“That a sum, not exceeding £40,696, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to ee the sum 
Recessary to defray the Charge which will come 
incourse of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1895, for the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Department of Her 


Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign 
; ” . 
Affairs, 


considered. 
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said, he wished to obtain some informa- 
‘tion as to the English and French 
| Treaties with the Congo Free State. 


| The Anglo-Congo Treaty had practically 
disappeared. The French Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in the French Assembly 
had, on June 7, openly declared, in a 
way, he believed, without precedent, 
that the Anglo-Congo Treaty was 
null and void. By Article II. of the 
| Franco-Congo Treaty, the Congo State 
was driven out of its position as 
a buffer State between us and the 
French, and it was forced back some 300 
miles eastward. At least 12,000 square 
miles of territory leased to the Congo 
| State by this country under the Treaty 
of the 12th of May had been resigned by 
that State. So far as they knew, this 
great tract of country had fallen back 
into the position of no man’s land, and 
was quite open to French occupation, 
The other day, when he tried to 
elicit some information as to the Western 
basin of the Nile, the Under Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs stated that Her 
Majesty’s Government were in no sense 








parties to the Franco-Congo Agreement, 
and that the territory North of Lado and 
| in the Western watershed of the Nile 

basin still remained within the sphere of 
British influence. 





That was a very 

important statement indeed, and he 
| hoped that the Government intended to 
|adhere to it. He would not have said 
| one word on this subject had it not been 
| for the recently-issued Siam Blue Book. 
| Herecollected with what consideration the 
| Opposition treated the Government last 

year in acceding to the suggestion that it 
was contrary to British interests that ques- 
j tions should be put or that information 
| should be givenasto the progress of events 
|in Siam. And now 12 months later they 
| read in the Blue Book a deplorable story 
| of aggression on one side, and of weak- 
| ness and surrender on the other such as 
| they had not seen since the days of the 

Transvaal capitulation. The story was 

almost heart-rending as told in the Siam 

Blue Book. Every fresh advance of the 

French against Siam was met by retreat 

and surrender on our side, until the in- 
| tegrity of that country was destroyed, and 
| great inroads made upon its independence. 
| If a similar policy was to be adopted with 
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regard tothe Congo, and the French forces 
allowed to approach the Nile watershed, 
tremendous injury would be done to our 
commercial and political interests. He, 
therefore, asked from the Government a 
clear statement of their policy. Would 
they insist upon retaining the western 
watershed of the Nile within the sphere 
of British influence? Did they know 
exactly what the French forces in Central 
Africa were doing or intended todo? If 
the Government adopted a firm attitude, 
well and good. He was asked by the 
hon. Member for Bradford, on behalf of 
whom he was speaking. He was speaking 
fora very large body of persons through- 
out the country who were interested 
in the maintenance of our political and 
commercial control over the Nile water- 
way. He did not expect the right hon. 
Gentleman the Member for Central 
Bradford, who had put that question, to 
appreciate Imperial or commercial views, 
for his opinions were purely academic, 
but the public realised the vast import- 
ance of this question. He was quite 
aware that his speeches had not been re- 
ceived with particular favour by Her 
Majesty’s Government. He never ex- 
pected the approbation of the present 
Ministry, but he had never intervened, 
except when the importance of the 
subject justified it. They must have 
« clearly defined boundary placed to 
the advance of the French forces towards 
the Nile. He trusted the Government 
would see that the Western Nile water- 
shed was retained within the sphere of 
British influence, and kept clear of all 
foreign encroachment. 

Sir E. GREY said he ought, perhaps, 
to have reserved the latter part of his 
last speech for this Vote, as he meant it 
to be taken as a reason why he did not 
make a detailed statement with regard 
to the large matters dealt with by the 
hon. Member. The question the hon. 
Member asked was in connection with an 
answer he had given in that Housea few 
days ago. That answer was given with 
the full authority of Her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment. He had no alteration what- 
ever to make. It was not a new an- 
nouncement ; it was founded on decisions 
arrived at long ago, and he had only to 
say that they had no intention of aban- 
doning the legitimate claims inherited 
from their predecessors. 


Sir E. Ashmead-Bartlett 
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Sir R. TEMPLE agreed that the 
matter discussed by his hon. Friend the 
Member for the Ecclesall Division of 
Sheffield was of first-class Imperial im. 
portance. When these questions were 
raised the Minister responsible usually 
declared that negotiations were pending 
and deprecated discussion ; but although 
that might be a good reason for reticence 
on his part, it was not one for silence on 
their part. They had listened with 
satisfaction to the statement that the 
entire watershed of the Nile was within 
the sphere of British influence, and he 
hoped they might assume that the Go- 
vernment were prepared to defend that 
against all comers. With a declaration 
to that effect they would be satisfied, but 
they must be excused for having a little 
scepticism on the point after the conduet 
of the Government in regard to Siam— 
conduct which had been so pathetically 
depicted by his hon. Friend. Of course, 
he did not doubt the sincerity of the Go- 
vernment in making the declaration. 
What he did doubt was their power to 
make it good. If, as was alleged, the 
Congo boundary had been pushed up to 
withiu 40 or 50 miles. of the western bank 
of the Nile, that meant that, potentially, 
the French power would come up to that 
line. What then became of the western 
watershed of the Nile—about 200 or 
300 miles at least—being under British 
influence? He thought they ought to 
demand a revision of the Franco-Congo 
Agreement. When we made a Treaty 
with the Congo State the French inter- 
vened and declared it null and void, and 
surely we had a similar right t 
deal with the Agreement they had 
now entered into with the Congo. 
It was essential to the just interests of 
this country that the territorial limit of 
French influence should be considered. 
A belt of anything like 40 or 50 miles 
was quite insufficient. If France were 
to approach to anything like that dis- 
tance from our Indian frontier it would 
be considered a most menacing state 
things, so far as British interests were 
concerned, and therefore they were 
obliged to urge these things upon the 
Government, and ask them to bear them 
in mind, He did not ask for any state 
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ment whatever in regard to the negotia- 
tions that were pending or for a state- 
ment as to any arrangements likely to 
beentered into with the French Govern- 
ment, but on behalf of British interests 
be urged that this matter should not be 
overlooked. ‘The fear that our arrange- 
ments with France might prove as futile 
as our arrangements about Siam com- 

ed Members to urge upon the Govern- 
ment to take whatever course they could 
to guard agaiust danger. 

Mz. TOMLINSON said, no Member 
of the House required any justification 
for rising to address hon, Members with 
regard to a matter of first-class import- 
ance such as this. They were speaking 
for thousands and even millions of 
British subjects who were interested in 

maintenance of the markets which 
it was our interest in Africa to preserve. 
What was going on wow was a 
contest. for commercial supremacy in that 
part of the world, and he contended that 
if the main lines of communication in 
Africa fell into the hands of France or 
Germany, they would be used for the 
purpose of excluding British merchandise, 
and British commercial interests would 
be placed in serious jeopardy; and, 
if they were impaired, a starving 
population at home would require to 
know why our interests had not been 
better protected. 


Resolution agreed to. 
Resolutions Eleven, Nineteen, and 


Twenty agreed to. 


SUPPLY—REPORT. 
Postponed Resolutions [18th August] 
further considered. 


CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DE- 
PARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1894-5. 
Crass II, 

Resolutions One, Two, Six, Seven, 

Nine, and Eighteen agreed to. 


Crass III. 

Twenty-seventh Resolution— 

“That a sum, not exceeding £137,117, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on 
the 3st day of March 1895, for the Expense 
uf the Maintenance of Juvenile Offenders in 
Reformatory, Industrial, and Day Industrial 
Schools in Great Britain, and of the Inspectors 
of Reformatories,” 
considered 
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Mr. H. HOARE said, that, asa 
member of the Industrial Schools Com- 
mittee of the London School Board, he 
had been led to take an interest in the 
management of our reformatories and 
industrial schools, It was grotesque to 
speak of their immates as criminals; 
many of the children had committed no 
crime whatever; they were simply 
children neglected by their parents. In 
some cases the parents had tempted their 
children into criminal ways in order to 
get rid of the responsibility of bringing 
them up. Of course, the natural guar- 
diaus of these children were the last 
persons in the world who were likely to 
look after them. The House of Com- 
mons stood in loco parentis to these 
children, and it. was the duty of the 
House to treat them as if they 
were their own children. If it 
were necessary for .the sake of the 
children that they should be committed 
to these schools, so be it; but let it be 
remembered that what was called the 
education of the streets was by no means 
as bad as it used to be. He had obtained, 
by a unique experience, a knowledge of 
some of the lowest streets of London; 
and he knew well that the condition of 
the criminal localities of London was in- 
comparably better than it was 20 or 30 
years ago. Therefore, the dangers that 
neglected children were exposed to were 
not nearly so great as they had been in 
times past. Where there was_ real 
danger he admitted that the best course 
was to commit children to one of these 
industrial schools. ‘The obligation rested 
upon Parliament to see that the children 
who were committed to industrial schools 
were made as happy as they could be 
while they were there. If these children 
had votes they would not be neglected as 
they had been by that House. In many 
schools year by year the children had to 
drag out a monotonous existence without 
a single holiday. For his part, he would 
rather be in a prison or an asylum than 
be in the worst indtistrial schools of 
England for 10'‘years without a holiday. 
He defied anyone to discover from the 
official Reports of Colonel Ingliss whether 
in the opinion of the Inspectors a school 
was @ good, or a tolerable, or a bad school. 
An hon. Member had asked a question 
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in the House with regard to St. John’s 
Industrial School at Walthamstow. He 
had read the Report upon that school, 
but there was nothing in it to open any- 
body’s eyes as to whether the charges 
made with regard to that school were 
true or false. He wanted to see the 
children classified according to age, the 
mere children being sent to one school, 
the younger boys to another, and the 
elder boys toa third, In the next place, 
there ought to be more Inspectors and 
Sub-Inspectors. And, in the third place, 
he wished to see the schools classified 
according to merit. 


Tue UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror tHe HOME DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. GrorGe RussEL1, North 
Beds.) said, no doubt everyone would 
sympathise, as he did himself, with the 
spirit which animated the remarks of his 
hon. Friend, and recognise the personal 
attention he had given to the subject. 
The hon. Member had spoken to willing 
ears. During the time he had been at 
the Home Office he had taken much in- 
terest in the industrial schools, and as far 
as the Metropolitan area was concerned 
he had been at great pains to investi- 
gate personally the state of the schools 
and the condition of the children attend- 
ing them. It was obvious, even from a 
superficial inspection, that the standard 
of comfort, efficiency, and discipline, and 
the general moral tone was entirely dif- 
ferent as between one school and another. 
He recognised that it was to the advan- 
tage of everybody concerned that his hon. 
Friend should have thought it worth 
while to bring the subject forward, and 
he should be glad to co-operate with his 
hon. Friend in any considered schemes of 
reform which it might be necessary or 
desirable to adopt. 


Resolution agreed to. 
Twenty-ninth Resolution agreed to. 


RAILWAY AND CANAL TRAFFIC BILL. 
QNo, 356.) 
Lords Amendment to be considered 
forthwith ; considered, and agreed to. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 


Resolution [21st August] reported ; 
“That towards makiug good the Supply 
granted to Her Majesty for the service of the 


Mr. H. Hoare 





year ending the 3lst day of March 1896, the 
sum of £27,795,151 be ted out of the Cop. 
solidated Fund of the United Kingdom.” 


Resolution gt to :—Bill ordered to 
brought in by Mr, Mellor, The Chancellor of 4 
Exchequer, and Sir John Hibbert. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bri 
Bill to apply a sum, out of the Consotbiaas 
Fund, to the Service of the year ending on the 
Huse hr po day of March one thousand 

un and ninety-five, and to appropriate 
Supplies granted in this Session at Parliament 


Bill presented, and read first time. 


MARRIAGE LAWS (UNITED KINGDOM, 
Return presented,—relative thereto 
Address 24th July; Mr. 
ussell] ; to lie upon the Table, 


RAILWAY SERVANTS (HOURS OF 
LABOUR). 

Copy presented,—of Report by the 
Board of Trade respecting the proceed. 
ings of the Board of Trade under The 
Railway Regulation Act, 1893, 56 & 57 
Vie., c. 29, during the year ended 27th 
July 1894 [by Act]; to lie upon the 
Table, and to be printed. [No. 320,] 


NATIONAL EDUCATION (IRELAND). 


Copy presented,—of Appendix to the 
Sixtieth Report of the Commissioners 
for 1893 [by Command] ; to lie upon the 
Table. 


BIRTHS, DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES 
(ENGLAND). 

Copy presented, — of Fifty-sixth 
Annual Report of the Registrar General 
of Births, Deaths, and Marriages in 
England [by Command] ; to lie upon the 
Table. 


FISHERY BOARD (SCOTLAND). 
Copy presented,—of Twelfth Annual 
Report of the Fishery Board for 1893 
[by Command] ; to lie upon the Table. 


CHARITABLE ENDOWMENTS (KEW, 
PETERSHAM, AND RICHMOND). 
Return relative thereto [ordered 18th 
August ; Mr. Francis Stevenson] ; tobe 
printed. [No, 321]. 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of the 16th instant, Mr 
Speaker adjourned the House without 
Question put. 


House adjourned at half after 
Six o'clock. 


in Asterish (*) at the commencement af a Speech indicates revision by the Member. 
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“HOUSE OF LORDS, 


Thursday, 23rd August 1894. 


JUDICIAL BUSINESS. 


Ordered, That this House do meet on 
Tuesday the 13th day of November next 


: for the purpose of hearing and determin- 


3 ing Appeals and matters connected 

§ therewith, pursuant to the provisions of 

= the “ Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876”; 
and that during such meeting of the 
House leave be given to the Appeal 
Committee to meet. 


RAILWAY AND CANAL TRAFFIC BILL. 
(No. 218.) 


Returned from the Commons with the 
Amendment agreed to. 


BUILDING SOCIETIES (No.2) BILL. 
(No. 222.) 


Amendments agreed to. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) 
BILL.—(No. 212.) 


ment. 


Commons Amendment to Lords 
Amendments considered (on Motion), 
and agreed to. 


House adjourned at a quarter past Four 
o'clock, to Saturday next, a quarter 
past Nine o'clock, 
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Thursday, 23rd August 1894. 


QUESTIONS. 


THE MALA REAL PORTUGUEZA 
COMPANY. 
Mr. CROMBIE (Kincardineshire) : 
Ibeg to ask the Under Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether it is 
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Returned from the Commons with the 


| the case that the Mala Real Portugueza 
| Company, which became bankrupt about 
a year ago, while it has been settling 
, local claims on the bankrupt estate, re- 
fuses to pay the sum of several hundreds 
of pounds due to the staff of British 
engineers employed on the steamers of 
the Company both before the failure and 
‘since ; and whether Her Majesty's Go- 
| vernment can do anything to help these 
engineers to recover the sum due to 
| them ? 
| Tue UNDER SECRETARY or 
|STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
| (Sir E. Grey, Northumberland, Ber- 
wick): The Report just received from 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon is sub- 
stantially in accordance with the facts 
| stated in the question. The Minister 
| has been endeavouring to get the claim 
| settled, and will continue to do so. 
SEIZURE OF FRAUDULENTLY MARKED 
| CHISELS AT LEITH. 


CotonseL. HOWARD VINCENT 
| (Sheffield, Central): I beg to ask the 
| President of the Board of Trade if the 
| recent seizure at Leith of 6,000 German 
chisels, falsely marked with English 
wording and as Sheffield made, was under 
| the 16th section of The Merchandise 


Returned from the Commons with the Marks Act, 1887, and duly reported to 
Amendments agreed to, with an Amend- | the Board of Trade, to whom the duty 


of prosecuting under it has been ex- 
| pressly confided by Parliament ; why no 
proceedings were instituted, and if it is 
too late to repair the omission ; if the 
Customs Authorities at all ports will be 
directed to search very strictly all con- 
signments from and to the same parties 
for similar contraband ; and if, in direct- 
ing the sale for £25 on Government 
account of a large line of contraband 
foreign edge-tools, he considered the 
effect on the operatives in Sheffield, the 
placing among whom of such an order 
would have set £112 10s. into industrial 
circulation ? 


Tae PRESIDENT or tut BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. Bryce, Aberdeen, 
S.): The seizure by the Customs at 
Leith was not reported to the Board of 
Trade. Section 16 of the Act referred 
to assigns the duty of dealing with im- 
ported goods to the Commissioners of 
Customs only. Seizure was the appro- 
priate penalty, and it was applied; no 
other proceedings were possible in the 
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present case. The directions given by 
the Board of Customs as to search were 
effective in this case, and I know of 
no reason why their officers should be 
directed to be more vigilant. With re- 
gard to the last paragraph of the hon. 
and gallant Member’s question, I must 
point out that foreign-made goods are 
not prohibited from being sold in this 
country on account of their origin unless 
they are illegally marked. Illegal marks 
are always removed prior to the sale of 
seized goods. The Board of Trade did 
not direct the sale of these chisels ; they 
were sold by order of the Commissioners 
of Customs, 

CotoneEL HOWARD VINCENT : 
As the right hon. Gentleman is respon- 
sible for the administration of the Mer- 
chandise Marks Act, will he communicate 
with the Board of Customs and arrange 
that any future seizures of a similar 
nature shall at once be notified to the 
Board of Trade ? 

Mr. CREMER (Shoreditch, Hagger- 
ston): What became of the chisels ? 

Mr. BRYCE: They were seized and 
sold by the Inspectors of Customs in the 
market. The administration of the 


Merchandise Marks Act is only in the 
hands of the Board of Trade in so far as 


statutory provisions put it in their 
hands. 

Cotonet HOWARD VINCENT : Is 
it not a fact that prosecutions for 
offences under the Act have been 
specially intrusted to the Board of Trade ? 
Will the right hon. Gentleman give the 
name of the importer of these fraudulent 
goods ? 

Mr. CREMER: Is it the case that 
these chisels were sold in the English 
and Scotch markets; and are they 
being re-sold to British workmen with the 
brand of Sheffield manufacture upon 
them ; are not the chisels so branded at 
the present time being purchased and 
used by British workmen under the false 
impression that these are British-made 
goods ; and is the Merchandise Marks 
Act capable of being interpreted so as to 
permit such a state of things ? 

Mr. BRYCE: It is the duty of the 
Customs Authorities before selling goods 
so seized to remove the marks; and I 
understand that as a matter of course 
that provision of the Statute was complied 
with in this case. It is true that the 
prosecution of offences under the Act has 
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been intrusted to the Board of T 
but, in the present case, there could not 
have been any prosecution. 

CotoneEL HOWARD VINCENT: J 
will call attention to this matter on the 
Second Reading of the Appropriation 
Bill. 


In reply to Mr. Macpona (Southwark, 
Rotherhithe), 


Mr. BRYCE said, the object of the 
Merchandise Marks Act was to prevent 
the use of words which were calculated 
to give a false indication of the origin of 
articles so branded. These chisels which 
were seized were marked “ Warranted 
cast steel,” whereas they were of German 
manufacture, and such words were not 
properly applicable to them, hence they 
were seized. 


SHIPS’ PROVISIONS. 

Mr. KEIR-HARDIE (West Ham, 
S.): In the absence of the hon. Member 
for Middlesbrough, I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade if he can 
state the total number of vessels that 
have sailed from the United Kingdom 
under “The Merchant Shipping (Inspee- 
tion of Provisions) Act, 1892” ; how many 
of such vessels’ provisions have been in- 
spected; the number of ships’ provisions 
that satisfied the requirements of the 
Inspectors ; and the number of ships 
whose provisions were rejected during 
that period ? 

Mr. BRYCE: During the first year 
of the working of the Act to which my . 
hon. Friend refers—namely, from the ~ 
10th of July, 1893, to the 9th of July, © 
1894—the total number of vessels that ~ 
sailed from the United Kingdom under ~ 
the Act was 2,491. Provisions were in- - 
spected for or on board of 2,395 vessels. - 
Provisions were passed by the Inspectors - 
for or on board of 1,477 vessels, and re- 
jections occurred for or on board of 918 
vessels. It is right to add that the re- 
jection of even one package for or on 
board a ship is counted as a rejection. 
A total of 780,814 packages were in- 
spected, and of these 8,642 packages 
were rejected, a proportion of a little 
over | per cent. 


CATHOLICS IN THE ROYAL IRISH 
CONSTABULARY. 
Mr. KENNEDY : I beg to ask 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieuten 
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of Ireland if he can state what percentage 
of themen of the Royal Irish Constabulary 
foree are Catholics, and what percentage 
of the non-commissioned officers of the 
same force are Catholics ? 

Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
IRELAND (Mr. J. Morey, Newcastle- 
upon-T yne) : From a Return of the reli- 

of head and other constables in the 
ee lalery on January | last (which is 
the latest information available), I find 
that the proportion of constables serving 
oo that date who were Roman Catholics 
was 73°4 per cent.; of acting sergeants, 
148 per cent.; of sergeants, 70°9 per 
cent.; and of head constables, 65 per cent. 
The proportion of Catholics in all these 
ranks to the total number serving on the 
date mentioned was 728 per cent. 


EXCISE SUMMONSES IN IRELAND. 

Mr. A. O°CONNOR (Donegal, E.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
police in Ireland serve Excise sum- 
monses ; and whether there is any reason 
why such summonses should not be 
served in Ireland by the police as they 
are in England ? 


Mr. J. MORLEY: The police in 
Ireland serve Inland Revenue summonses 
oly in cases where they themselves 

ute, and in cases under the Gun 
orcs Act when specially requested to 
do so by the Supervisor of Inland 


Revenue. The Inspector General is not 
aware what summonses are served by the 
police in England, but seeing that the 
duties of the Royal Irish Constabulary 
arealready so varied and multitudinous he 
considers it would not be possible to 
arrange that the latter shall serve sum- 
monses except in cases where they are 
the prosecutors, I shall, however, con- 
sult him further in this matter. 


PARLIAMENTARY EXPENDITURE ON 
COMMISSIONS AND RETURNS. 


Mr. NAOROJI (Finsbury, Central) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether he would give a Return of the 
costs of Commissions, Committees, and 
Parliamentary Returns which have been 

id from sources other than the British 

equer ? 

Taz SECRETARY ro tne TREA- 
SURY (Sir J. T. Hisserr, Oldham) : 
Tam afraid that the Treasury has no 
means of preparing such a Return. If, 


{23 Aveusr 1894} 





Fishing Industry. 350 


as is possible, my hon, Friend refers to 
expenditure upon Commissions, &e., 
defrayed by the Government of India, I 
can only suggest that perhaps the Secre- 
tary of State for India could give him 
the information required. 


COMMITTALS FOR TRIAL AT WEST 
HAM. 


Mr. MACDONA: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment whether he is aware that in a case 
heard on the 11th of August, at the 
West Ham Borough Petty Sessions, the 
Borough Justices (contrary to their past 
practice of committing to the first Coart 
having jurisdiction) committed a prisoner 
for trial at the Quarter Sessions to be held 
on the 19th of October, and refused to 
commit him for trial at the Central 
Criminal Court on the 11th of Septem- 
ber, thereby causing delay and (unless 
bail be obtained) inflicting a period of 
nearly six weeks’ imprisonment on a 
possibly innocent person ; and whether 
the Lord Chancellor will inquire futo 
the matter ? 

Tur SECRETARY or STATE ror 
tHE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. 
Asquitu, Fife, E.): The solicitor for 
the prosecution asked that the case might. 
be sent to the Central Criminal Court on: 
the 11th of September, but the prisoner’s 
solicitor said that if the prisoner was 
allowed bail he preferred a committal to 
the Borough Sessions on the 19th of 
October. Under these circumstances,. 
the Justices made the committal referred 
to. They allowed bail, and the necessary 
recognisances having been entered into, 
the prisoner was immediately released 
from custody. 


BALTIMORE FISHING INDUSTRY. 

Mr. GILHOOLY (Cork Co., W.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland whether re- 
presentations have reached him that the 
want of a suitable pier at Baltimore is a 
great impediment to the fishing industry ; 
whether an engineer from the Congested 
Districts Board recently visited Balti- 
more and reported as to its necessity ; and 
whether immediate steps will be taken 
by the Congested Districts Board to have 
it erected? - : 

Mr. J. MORLEY : The application 
for the construction of a pier at Balti- 
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more will be considered by the Con- 


gested Districts Board at their meeting 
to-morrow. 


CASTLETOWN BEREHAVEN HARBOUR. 


Mr. GILHOOLY : I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade whether 
he will take action to compel the owner 
to remove the ice hulk in Castletown 
Berehaven Harbour, which is an obstruc- 
tion to the fishing industry ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY : I have no power 
to compel the owner to remove this ice 
hulk ; but I am in communication with 
the Grand Jury for the County of Cork 
on the subject, as I am not quite certain 
whether they have not some power in the 
matter. 


H.M.S. “ NORTHAMPTON.” 

Mr. GILHOOLY : I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Admiralty whether, in 
accordance with promise, the Northamp- 
ton will be sent to Bantry Bay ? 

Tue SECRETARY 1To true ADMI- 
RALTY (Sir U. Kay-SuutrLewortn, 
Lancashire, Clitheroe) : There has been 
no intention of sending the Northampton 
to Bantry Bay. But she is visiting three 
Irish ports in the course of the present 
cruise. 


INQUIRY INTO INDIAN FINANCIAL 
EXPENDITURE. 

Sir W. WEDDERBURN (Banff- 
shire): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for India whether the promised 
Committee of Inquiry into Indian Fivan- 
cial Expenditure will be empowered to 
recommend increases or reductions in ex- 
penditure, particular and general ; and 
whether, if so, the reasonableness of or 
necessity for any particular payment will 
be a question for the Committee ? 

Ture SECRETARY or STATE ror 
INDIA (Mr. H. H. Fow er, Wolver- 
hampton, E.): I think it better to defer 
the definition of the extent of the pro- 
posed reference until I submit the Motion 
for the appointment of the proposed 
Committee to the House. But I appre- 
hend that any Committee of Inquiry into 
expenditure would be empowered to re- 
commend increases or reductions. 


EXCHANGE COMPENSATION 
ALLOWANCES. 
Sm W. WEDDERBURN : I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for India whe- 
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ther he has received any proposals from 
the Government of India for revising the 
Rules relating to Exchange Compensation 
Allowance; whether he will consider 
the propriety of making a distinction, ag 
regards the rate of compensation, be 
tween officials who joined the Service 
some time ago, when exchange was high, 
and those who joined recently when ex. 
change was low ; whether, if compensa- 
tion is continued, he will extend the 
benefits to all, of whatever race, who 
have to make family remittances to Eng- 
land; and whether he will discontinue 
compensation except on amounts so re 
mitted ? 

*Mr. H. H. FOWLER : No proposals 
have been received from the Government 
of India for revising the Rules relating 
to Exchange Compensation Allowanee, 
That allowance is based on the principle 
that, in the case of officers who have 
a European domicile, one-half of their 
salary up to a certain limit shall be paid 
at the rate of 18 pence per rupee. The 
Government of India dv not propose to 
make a distinction between the officers 
according to the date when they joined 
the Service. The Government has no 
longer anything to do with family remit- 
tances to England, which are a purely 
private affair of the officers. Conse 
quently, compensation cannot be given 
to officers who have not a European 
domicile, merely because they make 
family remittances; nor can it be dis- 
continued because such remittances are 
not made. 


MILITARY EXPENDITURE IN INDIA. 

Sir W. WEDDERBURN : I beg t 
ask the Secretary of State for India, 
with reference to the recent Return en 
titled “East India (Military Expendi- 
ture),” and dated India Office, 8th June, 
1894, whether it is to be inferred from 
the form of the Return that Rx.6,073,500 
of expenditure incurred in Burma, and 
classed in the Return among excepti 
payments, has, in spite of its exceptional 
character, been distributed under the 
ordinary headings of Army Services im 
the Indian Accounts during the last 
eight years ; whether, if the exceptional 
payments given in the Return for 
last eight years (except those relating © 


Burma throughout and Mobilisation 


1889-90) are included under the head 
Miscellaneous Services, he will explain 
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how it happens that in 1891-2 the ex- 
ceptional payments (excluding those on 
secount of Burma) exceeded the Mis- 
eellaneous Services by Rx.62,709, being 
Rx.959,059 against Rx.896,386, put 
down for Miscellaneous Services; whe- 
ther it may be inferred that in 1891-2 
there was no other expenditure under the 
head of Miscellaneous Services except 
that classed in the Return as exceptional, 
but that Rx.62,709 of exceptional ex- 

iture' was distributed among the 
various ordinary headings of Army Ser- 
vices in the Indian Accounts ; whether 
the amount expended on Miscellaneous 
Services during the eight years 1876-7 
to 1883-4, both inclusive, when there 
were no exceptional payments, was, on 
the average, Rx.416,037, and in 1886-7, 
the only other year when there were no 
exceptional payments, Rx.620,706 ; whe- 
ther during the five years 1884-5 to 
1892-3, both inclusive, the average ex- 
penditure under Miscellaneous Services, 
after deducting all exceptional payments 
included under that head, was only 
Rx.114,002 ; and whether he can explain 
this fall of 75 per cent. in the charges 
udder ordinary Miscellaneous Services 
on any other grounds than that a large 
portion of the exceptional payments 
have, as in the case of Burma, been dis- 
tributed among the ordinary headings of 
Army Services in the Indian Accounts ? 
"Mr. H. H. FOWLER: (1.) The 
extra charges for Upper Burma during 
the last eight years are included in the 
ordinary heads of Army Effective Services. 
They have only been included among 
exceptional payments in the Return in 
order to assist in showing how the in- 
crease of expenditure has arisen. (2.) 
In 1891-2 the charges for Upper Burma 
and Mobilisation are distributed among 
the several heads to which they apper- 
tain. The remainder of the exceptional 
payments, so far as appears in the 
Accounts, is included in Miscellaneous 
Services. (3.) The exceptional expendi- 
ture shown in 1891-2 is that mentioned 
in the Financial Statement. Without 
teference to India, it cannot be said 
whether there was other exceptional ex- 
penditure in thatyear. (4.)Theexpendi- 
ture recorded under the head of Miscel- 
laneous Services averaged Rx.416,037 
from 1876-7 to 1883-4,and was Rx.620,706 
in 1886-7, (5.) There is some mistake 
in the question ; the average expenditure 
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under Miscellaneous Services, afte" 
deducting the exceptional payments, 
appears to be Rx.72,053 for the five 
years ending 1892-3, and Rx.297,055 
for the nine years from 1884-5 to 1892-3. 
(6.) It is not known how far the pay- 
ments included in Miscellaneous Services 
from 1875-6 to 1883-4 included such 
exceptional payments as are specified in 
the later years. Probably they were 


distributed among the various heads, and 
not compiled separately. 


STATIONERY CONTRACTS. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Tower Hamlets, 
Bow): I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury whether the Committee which 
is to be appointed to inquire into the 
stationery contracts will include the 
binding as well as the printing con- 
tracts ? 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT: This matter 
shall receive careful consideration 
in settling the terms of Reference to the 
Committee when appointed; but I am 
not able to give a pledge upon the sub- 
ject at present. 


MARKET PRODUCE TRAFFIC ON THE 
GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 


Mr. HUGH HOARE (Cambridge, 
Chesterton) : I beg to ask the President 
of the Board of Trade whether, with 
reference to the communication from 
Littleport under date of 27th March, 
coming from farmers occupying 78,000 
acres and served by the Great Eastern 
Railway, any further steps can be taken 
by the Board of Trade to ensure a proper 
supply of trucks to customers of the 
Railway Company, as is the practice of 
other railways, and so to obviate the 
serious loss and delay thus caused to 
the farmers and traders of the neighbour- 
hood ? 

Mr. BRYCE: The Board of Trade 
have no statutory power to order a 
Railway Company to supply trucks for 
their customers. I have, however, been 
in friendly communication with the Great 
Eastern Railway Company on the sub- 
ject, and I understand that the Directors 
have ordered a large number of additional 
trucks to be supplied annually. 

Mr. A.C. MORTON (Peterborough) : 
If the right hon. Gentleman has no 
statutory power will he not use his in- 
fluence to induce the Company to sur- 
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mount difficulties which greatly inter- 
fere with traders and with the agri- 
cultural interest ? 

Mr. BRYCE: That is exactly what 
I have done, with the happy result I 
have announced, 


TRADE BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND 
THE COLONIES. 


Coronet HOWARD VINCENT : I 
beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Trade if, having regard to the opinion 
given by the Law Officers of the Crown 
at the instance of the Ottawa Conference 
that while the Colonies and Dependencies 
of the Empire are absolutely free to 
make any preferential commercial ar- 
rangements between themselves, the 
Mother Country is debarred by a clause 
in the Treaties with Belgium and the 
Zollverein from accepting any proposals 
made by the Colonies for the preferential 
purchase of the products of Great 
Britain and Ireland, the Prime Minister 
and the Government will during the 
Recess consider the best means of re- 
lieving the United Kingdom from such 
trading disability within the British 
Empire ? 

Mr. BRYCE: In reply to the ques- 
tion of my hon. Friend, which ought to 
have been addressed to the Leader of the 
House rather than to myself, I can only 
say that the subject he raises cannot be 
duly considered by the Government until 
they have received the full Report of the 
proceedings of the recent Ottawa Con- 
ference. 

Cotone. HOWARD VINCENT : 
Will the right hon. Gentleman, who is 
responsible for the trade of the country, 
undertake that the matter shall be 
brought before the Government after the 
Recess ? 

Mr. BRYCE: It is obvious that the 
proceedings of the Conference will come 
before the Government ; but the hon. 
Member ought to have put this question 
to the Leader of the House. 

Coroner HOWARD VINCENT : 
He is not here. 


INDIAN COAL MINES. 

Mr. PROVAND (Glasgow, Black- 
friars): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for India if he has received any 
Report from the Inspector appointed for 
the purpose relating to the employment 
of women in coal mines in India ; and, if 
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not, can he give any information as 
when it may be arian ? 
*Mr. H. H. FOWLER: The 
to which the hon. Member refers has not 
been received, but it may be expected 
shortly. . 
Mr. PROVAND : Will it be pri 
and distributed during the Recess, or cap 
it only be moved when the House me 
sumes next Session ? 
Mr. H. H. FOWLER: I am afraid 
it cannot be done during the Recess, bit 
I will inquire. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD 
INSPECTORS. f 


Mr. A. C. MORTON : I beg to ask 
the President of the Local Government 
Board what are the requirements of the 
Board for the appointment of Inspectors 
of the Local Government Board ; what 
are the technica] qualifications required; 
whether their duties include reporting on 
the nursing of the sick poor in infirmaries, 
and the management of the hospital 
wards ; how far they can be considered 
responsible for not having reported on the 
condition of things officially admitted to 
have existed at Oldham, Bath, and other 
provincial workhouse infirmaries which 
are now known to be wholly unprovided 
with trained nurses for the attendance on 
the sick and aged people at night ; and 
whether he is cognisant of the Reports 
on this subject on 12 provincial work 
houses and infirmaries, in The British 
Medical Journal, all of them described 
in detail as disclosing cruel and shocki 
defects in the treatment of the sick poor! 

*Tue PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Suaw- 
LEreEvRE, Bradford, Central) : No Rule 
have been laid down as to the qualifies 
tions for the office of General Inspector 
of the Local Government Board. Daring 
the last 20 years the officers appointed 
have almost without exception held office 
as Assistant Inspectors, and have thus 
obtained experience in the inspection of 
workhouses and the other duties whieh 
devolve on an Inspector. There are also 
two Medical Inspectors, one of whom atts 
in the Provinces, and is associated with 
the Inspector of the district in 
inspections where the advice and 
ance of a medical man is deemed & 
sirable. It is the duty of the Inspector 
when they visit the sick wards of® 
workhouse to inquire as to their arrange 
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ments, ascertain from the inmates whe- 
ther they liave any complaints, and 
report to the Board the result of the in- 
spection, and especially any matters 
which they consider require a communi- 
eation to the Guardians from the Board. 

They themselves deal with many other 
matters by direct communication with 
the Guardians. I have read with 
great regret the reports which have 

in the journal referred to, 
and they are receiving my very 
careful attention. I have instructed the 

Inspector to deal with them in connection 
with his visits to the workhouses, and 
when it appears to be required a joint 
visit will be made by a Medical Inspector. 
I am aware that there are many Unions 
in which the Guardians still rely toa 
much greater extent than is desirable on 
the assistance given to the nurses by 
pauper wardsmen and wardswomen, and 
the subject is one that is constantly being 
brought under the attention of Boards of 
Guardians. In several of the cases 
mentioned the nursing arrangements 
have been the subject of communications 
either by the Board or their Inspectors. 
Although much remains to be done, Iam 
glad to be able to state that there has 
been of late years a considerable increase 
in the number of nurses, and this, to a 
large extent, has been secured by the in- 
fluence of the Board and their Inspectors. 
The importance of the questions affecting 
the care and comfort of the sick is fully 
realised by me, and I will give the whole 
subject my very careful consideration 
during the Recess. 

Mr. A.C. MORTON: As the right 
hon. Gentleman says the Inspectors are so 
well qualified, how is it it took them so 
long to discover the cruelties practised at 
the Brentwood Schools ? 

*Mr. SHAW-LEFEVRE: It is very 
difficult, indeed, for the Inspectors to dis- 
cover cases of that kind unless complaint 
is made to them, and in such a case the 
‘thildren would be likely to be so terrorized 
that they would be afraid to make a 
complaint. 

Mr. A. C. MORTON: Do the In- 
spectors take any opportunity of seeing 
‘the children themselves ? 
hee SHAW-LEFEVRE : Yes, they 


"Mr. HUGH HOARE: Do the In- 
: ever see the children after they 
‘leave the schools ? 
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*Mr. SHAW-LEFEVRE: That has 
been done in some cases, but even then it 
is not always possible to ascertain the 
facts. For instance, one of the children 
from this school became a servant in the 
household of the Inspector, and neither 
informed him or her fellow-servants of the 
treatment which children in the school 
had been subjected to. 


OBSTRUCTING THE POLICE AT 
CLERKENWELL. 

Mr. KEIR-HARDIE : I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether his attention has 
been called to the statement in The 
Weekly Dispatch for 19th August of 
two Post Office officials who appealed to 
some police not to abuse a prisoner whom 
they were conveying to the lock-up ; 
whether on going to Clerkenwell Police 
Station to lodge a complaint against the 
police they were charged with attempt- 
ing to rescue the prisoner ; whether on 
this charge coming before the Magis- 
trate one of the accused was dismissed 
and the other bound over to keep the peace 
for three months; and whether he will 
cause a thorough investigation to be made 
into all the circumstances of the case ? 

Tut UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror tHe HOME DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. Grorce Russet, North 
Beds.) (who replied) said: The Secre- 
tary of State has made inquiry into 
this matter, and is informed that 
the two persons to whom the ques- 
tion refers had interfered with the police 
in the execution of their duty when they 
were engaged with a drunken prisoner. 
Their prisoner was so violent that it 
required four constables to take him to 
the police station, and, after getting 
there, he drew a knife and threatened to 
stab one of the officers. The two 
persons in question, one of whom is 
named C. J. Strudwick, followed with a 
large crowd to the police station, and 
the constables, after lodging their 
prisoners inside the station, went out and 
arrested them. A third person, a woman, 
who had stoned the police on their way 
to the station, was arrested at the same 
time. The Magistrates discharged one 
person, named Samuel, but convicted the 
woman, and also convicted Strudwick, 
whom he bound over in the sum of £5 
to keep the peace for three months. The 
Magistrate remarked that he could not 
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overlook the fact that Strudwick seized 
hold of the constable while he was 
struggling with the prisoner, and advised 
him not to interfere with the police in 
the execution of their duty. 

Mr. J. ROWLANDS (Finsbury, E.): 
Is it not the fact that Strudwick and his 
colleague went into the station to com- 
plain of the conduct of the. police and 
were there arrested ? 

Mr. GEORGE RUSSELL : That is 
not my information. 

Mr. J. ROWLANDS: Will thehon. 
Gentleman kindly inquire into that ? 

Mr. GEORGE RUSSELL: Yes, 
I will. 


NON-OBSERVANCE OF CATHOLIC 
HOLIDAYS IN THE ARMY. 

Mr. KENNEDY (Kildare, N.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
War whether, on 14th August, it ap- 
peared in District Orders that Divine 
Service for all Catholic soldiers in the 
Curragh Camp would be held on the 
15th August (one of the chief Catholic 
holidays of obligation); that, never- 
theless, the Regimental Authorities of 
the Royal Irish Fusiliers (largely a 
Catholic corps) cancelled the Order, and 
paraded the men twice on that day, 
once at 6.45 a.m. and again at 1] a.m., 
to prevent their attending Divine Ser- 
vice ? 

*TuE FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
TO THE WAR OFFICE (Mr. Woopatt, 
Hanley) (who replied) said: It appears 
from the District Order of the 14th 
instant that voluntary services for 
Roman Catholics would take place at 
the Curragh on the 15th of August. 
The officer commanding the Royal Irish 
Fusiliers states that facilities for attend- 
ing such services were given to the 
men under his command. 


INDIAN DUTIES ON SHEFFIELD 
GOODS. 

CotoneL HOWARD VINCENT: 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for India if, having regard to the 
statement in the official Labour Gazette 
for August that 50 per cent. of the 
spring-knife cutters at Sheffield, and 80 
per cent. of the steel and table fork 
makers are only partially employed, and 
to the long continuance of this depres- 
sion, he will suggest to the Indian 
Government the remission of the 5 per 


Mr. George Russell 


{COMMONS} 





Bhai Jasmair Singh: 3 
cent. Import Duty imposed upon hard. 
ware and cutlery by The Indian Tarif 
Act, 1894, and point out that they may 
obtain a large revenue by an extra and 
differential duty upon the goods im- 

from foreign countries outside 
the British Empire, the value of whid 
amounts to Rx.26,000,000 annually, and 
is constantly increasing ? 

*Mr. H. H. FOWLER: I am not able 
to suggest to the Government of Indig 
the remission of the duty of 4 per cent, 
imposed by the new Tariff Act on hard 
ware and cutlery ; and I do not agree in 
the opinion that a large revenue can be 
obtained by a differential duty on goods 
imported from foreign countries. 


THE CASE OF BHAI JASMAIR SINGH. 


Mr. A. C. MORTON: I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for India whether 
his attention has been drawn to His 
Excellency the Governor General of 
India in Council’s Despatch, dated 27th 
February, 1889, forwarding to the Se 
cretary of State for India the Memorial 
of Bhai Jasmair Singh, of Kythal and Ar- 
nowli, in which it is stated that it was 
against the Orders contained in De- 
spatch, No. 12, Political, dated 28tb 
March, 1849, in Paragraphs 9-11, of 
which the honourable Court of Directors 
expressed their approval of the Orders 
passed by the Government of India in 
this case, and against the refusal of the 
Government to re-consider them that 
the Memorialist was appealing; and 
will he explain why, during a long 
period passed in appealing to the various 
authorities in India, the Memorialist 
was never informed of the existence of 
this Despatch of the honourable Court 
of Directors ? 

Mr. H. H. FOWLER: I have seen 
the letter from the Government of India 
of 27th February, 1889, and the corre- 
spondence on the subject which passed 
between the India Office and gentlemen 
interested in the claimant at the begin- 
ning of this year. I am unwilling 
speak positively about the details of what 
took place in 1849. It appears, however, 
that the Despatch of the Court of 
Directors of the 28th March, 1849, was 
not a decision on an appeal from the 
claimant which would necessarily be 
communicated to him, but a confirmation 
of Orders passed in 1847 by the Govern- 
ment of India, and communicated to the 
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parties interested, and acted on in that 

These Orders were valid from the 

date of their issue, and there was ap- 

ntly no reason why the parties 

interested should have been informed of 

the correspondence with the Home Go- 
vernment. 


POLICE ON IRISH RAILWAY 
PLATFORMS, 

Mr. A. O’CONNOR (Donegal, E.) : 
I beg to ask the Caief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland (1) whether 
the Railway Companies in Ireland pay 
any contribution to the cost of the police 
in respect of the constables patrolling 
railway platforms ; and (2) whether there 
is any reason why Irish Railway Com- 

ies should not pay for their own police, 
as do the English Railway Companies ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY : (1) The Railway 
Companies in Ireland do not pay any 
contribution in respect of the duty re- 
ferred to, as the police merely attend at 
railway stations in discharge of their 
ordinary duty, and not at the instance of 
the Companies. (2) When, however, an 
Trish Railway Company requisitions 
police on special occasions, oak as, for 
instance, a race meeting, the Company is 
required to pay at the rate of £76 13s. 
per annum for each man so employed, 
together with travelling expenses and 
subsistence allowance. 

Mr. A. O'CONNOR asked why it 
was that the police patrolled the plat- 
forms and the premises of the Company, 
and did not confine themselves to the 
public road ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: I suppose the 
police were walking about on the platform 
in the same way as they would on the 
road. There are obvious reasons why in 
certain cases the police should attend the 
trains, but I must admit that it is rather 
overdone. 

Mr. SEXTON (Kerry, N.): Is there 
any reason in Ireland any more than in 
England why policemen should be called 
upon to do duty in this way at railway 
stations ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY : There can be no 
possible reason. I have said that it is over- 
done, and I will inquire into the matter. 
_Mr. STOREY (Sunderland) ; Is the 
right hon. Gentleman aware that in the 
country districts policemen attend trains 
for the purpose of having a little gossip ? 


[No answer was given. ] 





THE BARROW DRAINAGE SCHEME. 


Mr. A. O'CONNOR: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether his attention 
has been called to the serious losses 
which the riparian oceupiers along the 
Barrow have sustained again this year 
from the floods; and whether it is in con- 
templation to issue in November next 
the necessary Notices for a Bill next 
Session for the drainage of the river basin 
similar to that introduced by the late 
Govervmeut ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: The necessary 
steps for the introduction of a Bill deal- 
ing with this matter were taken by the 
late Government, as no doubt my hon. 
Friend recollects, in two successive 
Sessions of Parliament, but owing to the 
opposition the measure met with in the 

ouse of Commons it was not proceeded 
with. If I am satisfied that the riparian 
owners are unanimous in their desire for 
the re-introduction of the Bill, and that 
it will meet with no substantial opposi- 
tion, I will carefully consider the 
desirability of taking the necessary steps 
to introduce it. 

Mr. A. O'CONNOR: Is the right 
hon. Gentleman aware that the reason 
why the Barrow scheme did not pass was 
that the late Chief Secretary insisted on 
the Bann scheme having precedence 
over it ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: My recollection 
as to the schemes for the Bann and 
Barrow are rather vague, and I cannot 
answer that question. 


MR. DONALD MACRAE AND THE DEER 
FORESTS COMMISSION. 


Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): I 
beg to ask the Secretary for Scotland 
whether he is aware that, at the sitting 
of the Deer Forests Commission, held at 
Knoydart, Inverness-shire, on the 5th of 
July last, the crofters were unrepresented 
by their agent, Mr. Donald Maerae, 
owing to the refusal of Commissioner 
Gordon to allow him a passage from 
Tarbert to Knoydart by the steamer 
Marmion, chartered for the work of the 
Commission ; whether it is proposed to 
give the crofters of Knoydart an oppor- 
tunity, through their agent, Mr. Donald 
Macrae, of stating their case ; whether 
he is aware that it was impossible for 
Mr. Macrae to reach Knoydart by the 
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ordinary means of communication ; and 
whether, in future, travelling facilities 
will be given on board any steamer 
chartered at the public cost for the use 
of the Deer Forests Commission to Mr. 
Donald Macrae whilst he is engaged in 
the capacity of agent for the crofters and 
acting for them on any public inquiry in 
connection with the work of the Com- 
mission ? 

Tue SECRETARY ror SCOT- 
LAND (Sir G. Treveryan, Glasgow, 
Bridgeton): The Commission were 
always willing to give Mr. D. Macrae a 
passage when they were going from 
point to point, and only refused on the 
occasion referred to because they were 
not going direct to Knoydart, but had to 
call at various Islands on the way. Mr. 
Macrae, however, could have reached 
Knoydart by the ordinary means of com- 
munication, as indeed the agent to the 
landlord did. The Highland and Islands 
Commission have no longer a steamer at 
their disposal. 


INSTRUCTION IN THE IRISH 
LANGUAGE. 

Mr. SEXTON: On behalf of the hon. 
and gallant Member for East Cork, I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland whether any 
Professor of Irish is at present engaged 
at Marlborough Street Training College, 
Dublin ; and, if not, what facilities are 
afforded to National school teachers in 
Ireland of acquiring such a knowledge 
of the Irish language as will enable them 
to impart instruction in English to 
children in Irish - speaking districts 
through the medium of their native 
tongue ; and whether, in view of the 
admitted necessity for this knowledge, he 
will recommend the Commissioners of 
National Education in Ireland to appoint 
a Professor of Irish at this Training 
College should no such Professorship now 
exist there ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY : There is no Pro- 
_ fessor of Irish in Marlborough Street 
Training College, nor is there any Pro- 
fessor of Irish employed in any of the 
denominational Training Colleges. The 
Commissioners annually examine teachers 
for certificates to teach Irish, and they 
supply text-books at cost price for the 
use of classes learning Irish. Irish is 
also a subject which teachers may select 
in their examinations for promotion in 
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the first class. At the annual examing- 
tion of the teachers for the current year 
29 teachers presented themselves for ex- 
amination in Irish. Further, for pro. 
ficiency of pupils in Irish the Com. 
missioners grant a fee of 10s. per pass 
for each of the three years in which a 
pupil may be presented for examination 
in the subject, In 1893 there were 50 
schools in which Irish was taught, and 
903 pupils were presented in these 
schools for examination for results fees, 
The question of appointing a Professor 
to teach Irish at the Marlborough Street 
Training College was referred by the 
Commissioners to the Professors of the 
College for their opinion some years 
and their unanimous reply was that Irish 
could not possibly be introduced into the 
curriculum of the College, except by the 
exclusion of some other subject of cer- 
tainly more pressing importance. 

Mr. SEXTON inquired whether, in 
view of the importance of this subject to 
the teachers, the right hon, Gentleman 
would reconsider his decision ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: I quite under- 
stand this subject being interesting to 
gentlemen from Ireland, and I will ascer- 
tain alittle more precisely whether there 
are any good arguments against the 
establishment of an Irish Chair. 


RESULT FEES FOR IRISH. 

Mr. SEXTON : On behalf of the hon. 
and gallant Member for East Cork, I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
is aware that result fees for Irish are not 
allowed to National school teachers in 
Ireland in respect to pupils under the 
fifth class ; and whether, in view of the 
importance in Irish-speaking districts of 
employing the vernacular in the junior 
classes as a means of teaching English, 
and of the fact that the majority of 
pupils leave school before reaching the 
fifth class, he will advise the Commis- 
sioners of National Education in Ireland 
to consider the desirability of extending 
the system of result fees in Irish to all 
classes ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: Results fees for 
Irish are vot paid for pupils lower than 
the fifth class. The Commissioners have 
informed me that the existing arrange 
ment limiting the award of results fees 
for proficiency in the Irish language 
pupils in the fifth and sixth classes was 
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only determined after mature considera- 
tion, and that at present they see no 
sufficient reason for altering the arrange- 
ment. 


Mr. SEXTON: As most of the chil- 
dren in Ireland leave school before the 
fifth class is reached, does it vot appear 
that the exclusion of Irish deprives them 
of the opportunity of being taught Eng- 
lish through the vernacular in districts 
where Irish is the only language 
spoken ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY : I think that is an 
argument for consideration. 


RELATIVES ON THE MAGISTERIAL 
BENCH. 


Mr.W. ABRAHAM (Cork Co., N.E.): 
On behalf of the hon. Member for South 
Galway, I beg to ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
is it a fact that Mr. Arthur Hall, 
Athenry, County Galway, is about 
being appointed a Magistrate for the 
County Galway; if he is aware that 
Mr. Hail’s brother and brother-in-law 
are both Magistrates for the small Petty 
Sessions district of Athenry ; and will 
the Lord Chancellor’s attention be called 
to these matters before Mr. Hall’s ap- 
pointment is confirnied ? 


Mr. J. MORLEY: When a gentle- 
man is recommended for appointment to 
the Cominission of the Peace it is the 
practice of the Lord Chancellor to ascer- 
tain whether he has any near relative 
already in the Commission, and the ap- 
pointment is only made on the condition 
that the gentleman shall not sit at Petty 
Sessions on the same occasion with such 
relative. My hon. Friend may rest as- 
sured that in considering whether the 
appointment to which he refers should be 
made due regard will be had to these 
conditions, and to all the circumstances 
of the case. 


ADMIRALTY TOWN ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr. MOLLOY (King’s Co., Birr) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the Admi- 
ralty whether, when the Committee 
on the Aecountant General’s Depart- 
ment have formulated their Report, steps 
will at once be taken to determine the 
normal clerical establishments of the 
remaining 11 departments constituting 


“the Admiralty town establishment ? 
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Tue SECRETARY ro true ADMI- 
RALTY (Sir U. Kay-SuurtLeworrs, 
Lancashire, Clitheroe): Yes, Sir; the 
normal clerical establishments of the 
Admiralty generally will be determined. 


SECOND DIVISION CLERKS IN THE 
ADMIRALTY. 


Mr. MOLLOY: I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Admiralty whether, with 
reference to his assurance that in con- 
nection with the general settlement of 
the staff every regard will be shown to 
the interests of the Second Division 
Clerks, he will reconsider all the recom- 
mendations which have been made by 
Heads of Departments, and have not 
been acted upon, since the issue of theOrder 
in Council of the 21st of March, 1890, 
for the promotion of Second Division 
Clerks to the Higher Division, to staff 
posts, and to the upper grade of the 
Second Division ? 

Sm U. KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH : 
Iam informed that no specific recom- 
mendations remain unanswered. The 
general question of the creation of staff 
appointments awaits the Report of the 
Committee which has been considering 
the normal clerical establishment of the 
Accountant General’s Department. In 
the meantime, appointments from the 
Second Division have been made when- 
ever this has appeared to be desirable in 
the interests of the Service. 


PROSECUTIONS FOR DISCHARGING 
FIREARMS IN THE STREETS. 


Mr. KENNEDY: On behalf of the 
hon. Member for Carlow, I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that on the 8th of June last a game- 
keeper named Rutledge, in the employ- 
ment of Mr. R. P. Beresford, J.P., 
County Carlow, was detected by Ser- 

eant Burke, of the Royal Irish 
Cocstibelery, discharging firearms in 
the street of Fenagh; that, notwith- 
standing that Sergeant Burke took 
Rutledge’s address in presence of the 
bystanders, no further proceedings were 
taken to prosecute him at the local Petty 
Sessions; can he state by what authority 
was the prosecution dropped ; and will 
he take steps to revive it ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: I am informed 
that the gamekeeper on the occasion 
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referred to was in the act of crossing the 
public road (not street) from one field to 
another when he discharged the gun at 
some magpies. He stated he was not 
aware he had infringed the law, and 
expressed regret at the occurrence. 
Under the circumstances, the District 
Inspector did not consider it desirable to 
institute a prosecution. 

Mr. KENNEDY asked if the man 
had been a poor peasant and not Mr. 
Beresford’s gamekeeper would he not 
have been summoned ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: I cannot say 
that. The gamekeeper was duly licensed 
to carry a gun, and was stated to be 
perfectly sober at the time. The 
District Inspector, in my judgment, if I 
am rightly informed of the facts, used a 
wise discretion. 


THE ROYAL VICTORIA VICTUALLING 
YARD, DEPTFORD. 


Mr. MACDONALD: On behalf of 
the hon, Member for South West Ham, 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Admiralty whether his attention has 
been called to an advertisement in The 
Kentish Mercury of 17th Angust for a 
competent shoemaker to assist in 
examining the boots and shoes sent to 
the stores at the Royal Victoria 
Victualling Yard, Deptford, at a weekly 
wage of 23s.; whether the wage of a 
journeyman shoemaker in London is 
over 30s. per week; whether the two 
examiners already employed are paid 30s. 
weekly ; and whether he will instruct 
the superintendent to pay the Trades 
Union rate of wages to the person who 
receives the new appointment ? 

Sir U. KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH : 
I have seen the advertisement in ques- 
tion, which called for the services of a 
person competent to assist the shoemaker. 
The wages of the shoemakers at Dept- 
ford are 22s. 6d. to 30s.a week. The 
man to be entered will be a labourer, 
who will receive labourer’s pay of 20s. a 
week, and when assisting the shoemaker 
in opening up boots for examination will 
receive an additional 6d, a day. 


Mr. MACDONALD : I beg also to 
ask the Secretary to the Admiralty whe- 
ther the notice posted at the Deptford 
Victualling Yard stopping all leave of 
absence which does not carry a) cor- 
responding loss of pay includes the one 
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hour per quarter hitherto granted to the 
workmen ; and whether it applies to the 
officials as well as the skilled workmen 
and labourers ? 

Sir U. KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH: 
The notice posted at the Deptford Vic- 
tualling Yard is the same as that posted 
at all the yards—namely, that absence of 
workmen from the Yard, either with or 
without leave, is to be considered as 
time lost. This notice is incidental to 


the modifications consequent on the in- 
troduction of the 48 hours’ week, which 
does not apply to the officials of the 
Yard. 


CARDINAL LOGUE ANDTHE MIGRATION 
COMPANY. 

Mr. D. SULLIVAN (Westmeath, 8.): 
On behalf of the hon. and learned Mem- 
ber for North Louth, I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland if his attention has been 
drawn to a letter published by His 
Eminence Cardinal Logue respecting the 
Irish Land and Migration Company and 
the dealings of the Government there- 
with, especially as to the free gift of 
£50,000 by the State ; and will any ex- 
planation be called for from any person 
concerned, or is it intended to take any 
notice of or call for any reply to the 
statements of His Eminence ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: My attention 
was, of course, directed to the cor- 
respondence to which my hon. Friend 
refers, which has excited a good deal of 
interest. I am in communication with the 
Treasury on the subject, and I think 
that a correspondence is now in progress 
between the Treasury and the Land 
Commission. 

Mr. SEXTON: So little is known 
about this matter, I would ask the 
right hon. Gentleman whether it is 
true that the Land Commission, 
after receiving £43,000 as mort- 
gagees, applied to the Vice Chan- 
cellor; whether the Vice Chancellor 
appointed a liquidator; whether the 
liquidator is receiving the rents and 
annuities of the tenants in discharge of 
the advance from the State, and whe 
ther the Land Commission are proceed- 
ing for the principal or for arrears of 
interest ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY : My hon. Friend 
is perfectly correct in his account of 
transaction in its present cireumsta nce. 
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The Vice Chancellor appointed a liqui- 
dator at the instance of the Land Com- 
mission, and I understand that there is a 
possibility, in respect of the unpaid por- 
tion of the shares, that the members of 
the association may be called upon to 
pay the full measure of liability ; but I 
am notable to say whether the Commis- 
sion are proceeding to recover arrears, or 
otherwise. 

Mr. SEXTON: I trust that the 
right hon. Gentleman will think it right 
to point out to the Land Commission the 
inexpediency of levying calls upon the 
shareholders in respect to the whole 
principal. 

Mr. J. MORLEY: As my hon. 
Friend knows, this is really not au Irish 
Office matter. I will wait to see the effect 
of the communications between the 7'rea- 
sury and the Land Commission before 
deciding what course to take. It pro- 


bably will be not far from that indicated 
by my hon. Friend. 


CHINA AND JAPAN, 

Sir R. TEMPLE (Surrey, Kingston): 
On behalf of the hon. Member for Lynn 
Regis, I beg to ask the Under Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs whether, 
during the continuance of the existing 
war between China and Japan, British 
merchant vessels are liable, in common 
with other neutrals, to the exercise by 
any man-of-war of either belligerent of 
the right of search, in order to ascertain 
the nationality of the vessel as professed 
by its flags, and also to ascertain whether 
any part of its cargo is contraband of 
war; whether this right of search is 
exercisable in the case of China by duly 
commissioned Chinese privateers, China 
not having acceded to the Devlaration of 
Paris of 1856, but not by Japanese 
privateers, Japan having acceded to that 
Declaration ; whether, China having re- 
tained and Japan having renounced, by 
the Declaration of Paris, the exercise of 
the right to capture enemy’s goods in 
neutral vessels, Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment propose to issue any notice to ship- 
owners and shipmasters warning them 
that, though not liable to capture by 
Japanese men-of-war or privateers when 
earrying Chinese goods, enemy's pro- 
perty, they are nevertheless liable to 
éapture either by Chinese men-of-war or 
by Chinese privateers when carrying 


Japanese goods, enemy's property ; and 
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whether Her Majesty's Government 
propose to give to British shipowners 
and shipmasters any intimation or guid- 
ance as to whether coal is contraband of 
war, and whether they are prohibited 
from supplying either belligerent with 
coal under risk of capture and confiscation 
by the other belligerent ? 

Sir E. GREY : It is impossible to 
answer this question without departing 
from the course which has hitherto been 
followed by all British Governments in 
the course of former wars. In time of 
war commercial transactions must be 
conducted on the responsibility of those 
interested in them, who can obtain legal 
advice on questions of International 
Law,:and Her Majesty’s Government 
consider that it would not be for the 
public interest to attempt to lay down 
rules with reference to cases which have 
not yet occurred. 


POSTCARDS, 


Masor JONES (Carmarthen, &c.) : 
On behalf of the hon. Member for Mont- 
gomery, I beg to ask the Postmaster 
General whether he can state the date 
on which the Regulations authorising the 
transmission at the halfpenny rate of 
communications written on cards other 
than posteards, but having a halfpenny 
stamp affixed, will come into operation ? 

*Mr. A. MORLEY : It is hoped that 
the Regulations will come into force on 
the 1st September, if the necessary legal 
formalities can be completed in time. 


JOURNEYMEN BAKERS’ HOURS OF 
LABOUR. 

Mr. BARROW (Southwark, Bermond- 
sey): I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department whether his 
attention has been called to an inquest 
held at Bermondsey Town Hall, on Tues- 
day 21st, on the body of Henry Bortsh, 
a baker, who was reported to have worked 
21 hours in a bakehouse ; and whether 
he will take the necessary steps to pre- 
vent men from being employed such a 
number of hours in succession ? 

Mr. GEORGE RUSSELL: The 
Secretary of State’s attention has been 
called to a newspaper report of this sad 
case. We feel that it is a deplorable 
thing that anyone should work for such 
excessive hours, but the law ut present 
imposes no limits upon the labour which 
adult men may undertake. 
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Mr. JOHN BURNS (Battersea): Is 
the Under Secretary for the Home De- 
partment aware that, in spite of the efforts 
of various Trades Unions to reduce the 
number of hours worked in one day, very 
little has been effected in the baking 
trade? Is it not desirable, too, that 
underground bakehouses should be abo- 
lished altogether ? 

Mr. GEORGE RUSSELL : I think 
we all agree with my hon. Friend as to 
that. 


FRANCHISE LAWS IN NATAL. 

Sir W. WEDDERBURN (Banff- 
shire) : I beg to ask the Under Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies has 
received a Petition from Indian-British 
subjects in the Colony of Natal, protest- 
ing against the Franchise LawAmendment 
Bill, just passed in the Natal Parliament ; 
whether the effect of that Bill is to 
exclude Indians from the franchise ; whe- 
ther it is the fact, as alleged in the De- 
bate, that the Asiatic communities have 
never exercised the privilege of the fran- 
chise; and whether the Secretary of 
State will disallow the Bill, on the 


ground that it is retrograde in character 
and based upon race disqualification ? 
THe UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror tue COLONIES (Mr. S. 
Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Poplar): (1) 
Such a Petition has been received, and 
it is understood that it is to be followed 


by another. (2.) The effect is as stated 
by the hon. Member, except in the case 
of Indians already properly on the voters’ 
rolls. (3.) As regards 3, we have no 
information. (4.) The Act has only 
just come under the consideration of Her 
Majesty’s Government, and I cannot, 
therefore, make any statement on the 
subject at present. 

Dr. CLARK (Caithness) : Is it the 
case that the Indian population in Natal 
is equal in number to the European 
population ? 

r. 8S. BUXTON: I believe it is 
nearly the same, but I cannot say off- 
hand. 


MERIALL’S CHARITY, SWANSCOMBE. 

Mr. HOWELL (Bethnal Green, 
N.E.): I beg to ask the Parliamentary 
Charity Commissioner whether he can 
inform the House what steps are being 
taken to ensure the payment of the rent- 
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charge on the Meriall’s Charity Estate, 
at Swanscombe, in Kent; whether, failing 
such payment, the Charity Commissioners 
intend to take action under The Charit~ 
able Trusts (Recovery) Act, 1891; and 
whether the Charity Commission will 
present a Report upon this case to the 
House ? 


Sir J.T. HIBBERT : Perhaps I may 
be allowed to answer this question. The 
Charity Commissioners are of opinion 
that no steps can now be effectually taken 
under The Charitable Trusts (Recovery) 
Act, 1891, or otherwise, for the recovery 
of the rent-charge in this case. The 
case does not materially differ from others 
in which the property of charities has 
been lost in consequence of the omission 
to take action within the period fixed by 
the Statute of Limitations, and it does 
not, therefore, seem to be necessary to 
adopt the course of making a special 
Report upon it. 

Mr. HOWELL: Is the right hon, 
Gentleman aware that the person who 


holds this money was himself a trustee 
of the charity ? 


Sir J. T. HIBBERT replied that he 
knew nothing of the details. For them 
the hon. Member should apply to the 
Charity Commissioners. 


Mr. HOWELL asked the right hon, 
Gentleman if he would lay the Papers 
before the Public Prosecutor ? 


Sir J.T. HIBBERT said, that would 
be considered. 


MESSENGERS’ HOLIDAYS. 


Mr. MACDONALD: I beg to ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
established messengers who have been in 
the Service more than five years receive 
for holidays only 16 working days ; and, 
if so, whether they are entitled by the 
Treasury Minute of 17th February, 1894, 
to 18 working days, exclusive of public 
holidays ? 


Sm J. T. HIBBERT: The Treasury 
Minute expressed the opinion that the 
holiday of established messengers with 
more than five years’ service should be 
limited to 18 working days, exclusive of 
public holidays. Within this limit the 
Treasury has not issued instructions to 
Heads of Departments prescribing the 
exact amount of leave io be allowed. 
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EXPRESS LETTERS. 


Mr. HENNIKER HEATON : I beg 
to ask the Postmaster General when the 
ivilege of posting express letters in 
Se Saxes in Piccadilly and elsewhere 
in London will be brought into operation ; 
and whether a special stamp will be 


uired ? 
“Mn. A. MORLEY: Express letters, 
which are intended for transmission in 
the first instance by the ordinary post, 
may be posted in any letter-box in 
Piccadilly, or elsewhere, as the hon. 
Member will find on consulting the Post 
Guide or Post Office Hand-Book. 
is has always been the rule. The 
letters must be properly marked for 
ex delivery, as required by the 
Rules, but no special stamp is required. 

Mr. HENNIKER HEATON asked 
whether the right hon. Gentleman was 
aware that in the Post Office Guide, 
page 229, it was distinctly laid down that 
be ey letter for inland delivery must 
be in over the counter. In no case 
must it be posted in a letter-box ” ? 

Mr. A. MORLEY: All express 
letters can be posted in a pillar-box. 

Mr. HENNIKER HEATON : There 
isa paragraph in the Annual Report of 
the Department that a letter for Buenos 
Ayres may be posted in a letter-box in 
Piccadilly, and will be sent by the first 
service to that country. Is that so? 
Why not give the Metropolis the same 
advantages as Buenos Ayres ? 

Mr. A. MORLEY: I do not think 
there is anything inconsistent between 
that statement and the Regulation in 
the Postal Guide. If a letter is 
intended for transmission in the first 
instance by the ordinary post it may 
be posted anywhere. 

k. HENNIKER HEATON: Did 
T understand the right hon. Gentleman 
to say that au express letter may be posted 
many pillar-box in Piccadilly for any 
part of London or for Manchester to be 

i by express messenger ? 

Mr. A. MORLEY: Yes. 

Mr. HENNIKER HEATON : Is the 
right hon. Gentleman aware that the 
ters deny that ? 


[No answer was given.] 


THE NEW ESTATE DOTY. 
Mr. BARTLEY (Islington, N.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
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whether his attention has been called to 
Clause 7 of the “ Affidavit or Affirma- 
tion for Inland Revenue, Form B 1, 
Estate Duty,” under The Finance Act, 
1894, which states as follows :— 

“(7) The deceased was (or was not) possessed 
of or entitled to property as a trustee and not 
beneficially. The short particulars of such 
property, and of the disposition, and the names 
and ad of the surviving trustees (if any), 
and of the beneficiaries are shown in the state- 
ment hereto annexed and marked ” ; 
and if he will state under what clause 
of the Finance Act an executor is 
required to give this information ? 

*Sir J. T. HIBBERT: Section 8 

(Sub-section 14) of the Finance Act, 
1894, directs that all affidavits, accounts, 
&c., used for the purpose of the Act 
“shall be in such form and contain such 
particulars as may be prescribed.” 
By Section 22, Sub-section 1 (0), the 
expression “prescribed” means _pre- 
scribed by the Commissioners. The: in- 
formation is asked for as much in the 
interests of the public as for the protec- 
tion of the Revenue. It will enable the 
Commissioners to warn representatives 
of any claim which may arise under the 
death, and so prevent such claim being 
subsequently sprung upon them, 

Mr. BARTLEY: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that this requirement 
will involve an enormous amount of 
trouble and expense ? 

*Sir J.T. HIBBERT admitted that in 
some cases it might be difficult to give 
all the information asked for. The sab- 
ject was an intricate and difficult one. 
If the hon. Member would send him his 
views upon it in writing he would gladly 
give them full consideration. 

Mr. BARTLEY: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman consent to withdraw a clause 
so complicated until the matter can be 
thoroughly considered? Otherwise a 
number of awkward questions may arise 
within the next six months. 

*Sir J. T. HIBBERT: I am afraid 
I cannot undertake to withdraw anything 
without full consideration. 


THE BRITISH EAST AFRICA COMPANY, 

Mr. LAWRENCE (Liverpool, Aber- 
cromby): I beg to ask the Under Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs whether, 
in view of his statement a short time ago 
to the effect that the delay in settling 
terms of compensation with the British 
East Africa Company has been due to 
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the difference between the Government 
and the Company as to what the amount 
should be, he will state what terms have 
been proposed by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and declined by the Company ; 
whether the Government gave any 
opivion on the terms offered by the Com- 
pany on 23rd June, 1893, and withdrawn 
8th May, 1894; and, if no opinion has 
been expressed by Government on this 
proposal, then on what proposal has the 
difference of opinion arisen which has 
been alleged by him in the House ; and 
whether Government have auy proposals 
to make to the Company, and by whom 
the amount of compensation is to be 
finally determined ? 

Sm E. GREY: No definite offer has 
been made to the Company, because it is 
understood from their proposals that their 
views and those of Her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment differ too widely as to the value 
of their interest in the chartered territory. 
As far as Her Majesty’s Government and 
the Sultan of Zanzibar are concerned, 
there is no reason why negotiations with 
regard to the sale of the concession 
should not proceed at once. Ifthe terms 
of a settlement cannot be arranged be- 
tween the Government and the Company 
it will become necessary to consider what 
is the present position of the Company 
with reference to its Charter and the 
duties which that Charter involved. 

Mr. A. C. MORTON (Peterborough) : 
May I ask whether the hon. Member 
will tell the House the amount which 
the Company claim as compensation ? 

Str E. GREY: I believe that the 
amount in the first offer was £300,000, 
but I am speaking from memory. 

Mr. LAWRENCE: Have the Go- 
vernment ever intimated to the Company 
that they thought that demand excessive ? 

Sir E. GREY : I understood that the 
Company were certainly aware that the 
Government were not prepared to accept 
that offer. That the Government thought 
the demand too large was clear from the 
. fact that they did not accept it. 

Sm W. LAWSON (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth) : Will the Under Secretary 
give an undertaking that, before any 
money is paid as compensation, the 
matter will be brought before the House ? 

Mr. STOREY: Are we quite to 
understand that if the Government pay 
any money, they will get an adequate re- 
turn for it to the benefit of the public. 


Mr. Lawrence 


{COMMONS} 
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Mr. A. C. MORTON: Have the 
Company any legal or moral claim 
against the Government ? 

Sir E. GREY: According to cop. 
stitutional practice, business of this kind 
between the Government and a Company 
must be transacted on the responsibility 
of the Government itself ? 

Sir E, ASHMEAD- BARTLETT 
(Sheffield, Ecclesall): Is it not a faet 
that the Company have done a great 
deal to advance the political and com- 
mercial interests of this country in East 
Africa ? 

Mr. STOREY : I understood my hon, 
Friend to say that any decision as to the 
payment of money to the Company must 
be taken on the responsibility of the Go 
vernment. I suppose that the decision of 
the Government will require ratification 


by this House before the money is 


actually paid ? 

Sir E, GREY : The House, of course, 
can either approve or disapprove of any 
action taken by the Government ; but I 
cannot give an undertaking that the 
Government will consult the House 


before taking a decision on their own ” 


responsibility. 

Mr. A. C. MORTON: The hon 
Geutleman has not answered my question 
whether the Company have any legal or 
moral claim against the Government. 

Mr. TOMLINSON (Preston) : Is it 
true that two learned gentlemen, Mem 
bers of this House, have advised the 
Company that they have a claim against 
the Sultan of Zanzibar, and is that claim 
affected by any action taken by the Ge 
vernment ? 

Mr. CREMER (Shoreditch, Hag- 
gerston): What is the nature of 
claim that has been made ? 

Sir E: GREY : In answer to the hon. 
Member for Peterborough, I have to say 
that there is a dispute between the Ge 
vernment and the Company at the pre 
sent moment. That they have some 
claim is evident, because they have # 
valuable commercial concession from the 
Sultan of Zanzibar. They have some 
claim on that account. In reply to the 
question whether the matter will ultt 
mately come before the House, I may 
remind hon. Members that, if the Go 
vernment made any payment to the Com- 
pany, they must afterwards ask the 
House for a Vote in respect of such 
ment. I cannot promise that 
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Government will consult the House be- 


forehand. 

Me. STOREY : That is a point on 
which I desire to press the hon. Baronet. 
Iwish to ask whether, considering the 

iar circumstances of the case, and 
the strong feeling in some quarters 
of the House of Commons against 
suy payment of money to the Com- 
pany, my hon. Friend will follow 
the precedent which has been set in 


some cases and enter into a conditional | 
agreement only with the Company, that | 


agreement to be subject to ratification by 
the House ? 

Mr. CREMER: The hon. Baronet 
has not told me the exact nature of the 
daim which the Company has against 
the Government. I understood the hon. 
Gentleman to say that, because the Sul- 
tan of Zanzibar had granted certain con- 


eessions to the Company, they have a | 


claim against the Government. I must 
$8 — 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order! 
The hon. Member is only entitled to ask 
8 question. 

Sm E. GREY: No, I do not think I 
ssid that. What I intended to convey 


was that, the Sultan of Zanzibar having 


given a concession to the Company, they 
must have a claim if that concession is 
taken away. That claim, of course, 
would be against the Sultan of Zanzibar. 
The Company still hold two posts in the 
chartered territory, where they have cer- 
tain stores, &c., just as they had in 
Uganda. Therefore, the question of their 
interests in the chartered territory is not 
denied ; but the extent and amount of 
that interest is just the question in dis- 
pute. In answer to the hon. Member for 
Sunderland, I must say that, however 
strong a feeling there may be in this 
House with regard to the claim of the 
East Africa Company, it is clear that it 
is a divided feeling, and I think there 
are no peculiar circumstances in this case 
which would justify the Government in 
doing anything except taking a decision 
on its own initiative sand responsi- 
bility. ve 
*Sir C. W. DILKE (Gloucester, Forest 
of Dean): Will the Government in nego- 
lating with the Company take into con- 
sideration any compensation which the 
er may undertake to pay to the 
rench and German Roman Catholic 
Missionaries in respect of the events in 
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Uganda in Captain Lugard’s time, and 
will they deduct the amount so paid from 
any compensation claimed by the Com- 
pany ? 

Str E. GREY : This question is of a 
hypothetical character, the question of 
the claims of the missionaries not having 
yet been settled. [ cannot, therefore, 
give any definite answer. 


DERELICT IN THE NORTH SEA. 

Mr. MACDONA (Southwark, Rother 
hithe} : I beg to ask the President of the 
Board of Trade whether he is aware that, 
on the 18th instant, the schooner Ruth, 
from Malmo, was reported to have been 
seen waterlogged as a floating derelict: 
about 60 miles west of the Naze, in the: 





track of passenger steamers and timber 
| ships in the North Sea, sailing from Nor- 
way, Sweden, Russia, and Germany to 
England, America, and other parts, to 
the great risk and danger of these vessels 





travelling in the usual trade route of the 
North Sea; if this be so, whether he will 
| inform the Trinity Board of the fact, aud 
| instruct them to search for this dangerous 
| floating derelict with a view to its im- 
| mediate destruction, so as to prevent any 
further possible disaster of a like sort in 
| this much-frequented part of the North 
| Sea ? 
| Mr. BRYCE: This derelict reported 
| by a sailing vessel arriviig at Buckie 
|on the 18th instant was sighted on fire 


|some days previously in the position 


| stated, which is about 40 miles from the 
| coast of Norway. Iam advised that it 
| is not expedient to instruct the Trinity 
House to detach one of their tenders 
from their important lighthouse duties 
for the purpose of searching for and en- 
deavouring to destroy a derelict which 
was more than 200 miles from the 
British coast about a week ago and so 
near to the coast of a neighbouring 
Power. 


Mr. MACDONA: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that at the Surrey 
Commercial Docks there is an immense 
number of vessels and steamers which 
constantly ply between this country and 
Norway, Sweden, and the Baltic. As 
this derelict will constitute a grave 
danger to them and to the lives of the 
seamen, will the right hon. Gentleman 
urge the Government to attend to the 
matter ? 


Q 
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Mr. BRYCE: I am well aware there 
is a large trade between this country and 
Norway ; but, as this vessel was last 
seen within 20 miles of the Norwegian 
coast, in all probability it has gone ashore 
now, and more harm would be likely to 
result from taking a Trinity House 
tender from her duties to search for it 
than by leaving the matter as it stands. 

Mr. TOMLINSON: If, as the right 
hon. Gentleman seems to imply, the duty 
af destroying this derelict rests with 
Norway cannot he negotiate with Foreign 
Governments for an International arrange- 
ment ? 

Mr. BRYCE: What I said was that 
in all probability the vessel had floated 
ashore by this time. Negotiations are 
in progress on the general question. 

Mr. MACDONA: Have not the 
American Government been in the habit 
of destroying English derelicts near their 
coasts, and ought not a large Mercantile 
Power like England to show the same 
solicitude for the common safety ? 

Coronet HOWARD VINCENT : Is 
there any proof that the vessel has gone 
ashore ? 

Mr. BRYCE: If the hon. Member 
for Central Sheffield had listened to my 
answer he would have heard that the 
vessel was last sighted on the 18th 
instant, and was then some distance from 
the shore. It is quite true the American 
Government have destroyed derelicts 
when able to do so. But the point is 
that we have not a vessel at our disposal. 

Mr. MACDONA : Will the right hon. 
Gentleman apply to the Admiralty for a 
vessel ? 


[No answer was given. } 


IRISH WHISKY PERMITS. 


Mr. A. O'CONNOR: I beg to ask 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer whether 
all Excise officers in Ireland are supplied 
with hydrometers, and whether they 
have always available means or receive 
directions to test the accuracy of spirit 
dealers’ hydrometers, or the accuracy of 
the permits which spirit dealers issue to 
customers, or the strength of the whisky 
sent out under these permits ? 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT (who replied) 
said: All Excise officers in Ireland are 
not supplied with hydrometers, but only 
those who have to use them in the per- 
formance of their duties. The Depart. 





ment has no power to test the accursey 
of spirit dealers? hydrometers. The con 
rectness of the permits (or, more gégu. 
rately, certificates) referred to is al 
capable of being checked. A 
dealer is liable to a penalty of £100 for 
every incorrect certificate he sends tog 
customer. 

Mr. A. O’CONNOR wished t 
know what system of checking these 
certificates was employed, or whether 
there was any check at all ? 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT : All the certi- 
ficates, I presume, are examined. 

Sir W. LAWSON: Is there 
special officer to test the strength of ‘the 
whisky ? 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT : I cannot say 
that. 


IRISH BEER BARRELS. 

Mr. A. O’CONNOR: I beg to ask 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer if he is 
aware that the barrels used by brewer 
in Ireland contain only 32 gallons as 
against 36 contained by barrels used in 
England, and whether he will take care 
that this difference shall be kept in view 
in any Returns made of the quantities of 
beer sent from Ireland for consumption ia 
Great Britain ; and if he can say what 
are the respective’ capacities of the 
English and the Irish hogshead ? 

Sm J. T. HIBBERT (who replied) 
said : I am aware that the barrels used 
by brewers in Ireland contain 32 gallons, 
while those used in England contain 36 
gallons. The difference has always been 
kept in view in connection with the 
Returns referred to. The English hogs 
head contains 54 gallons ; the Irish hogs- 
head 48. 


THE LIBERATOR BUILDING SOCIETY, 


Mr. CREMER: I beg to ask tle 
Chancellor of the Exchequer whether his 
attention has been called to statements 
repeatedly published, that the Official 
Receiver of the Liberator Bui 
Society has borrowed large sums 
money at the rate of 6 per cent. and 10 
per cent. bonus from the Debenture 
Corporation to complete the variow 
buildings which were commenced by the 
Liberator and other Societies whieh 
formed the Balfour group; if he ca 
state whether builders were publicly i 
vited to tender for the completion of the 
works, or whether the works are 
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ically executed by men who were 
on the staff of the convict Hobbs ; and, 
if so, who is supervising and controlling 
them; whether the Official Receiver 
made any effort to borrow money at a 
less rate of interest from the Public 
Works Loan Commissioners or any other 
source; and whether, considering that 
the fearful ruin which has resulted from 
the failure of the Liberator has made it 
a national disaster, he will consent to the 
appointment of a Select Committee at 
the opening of next Session for the pur- 
of inquiring into the past connection 
of the Debenture Corporation and the 
Balfour Group of Companies; and, 
further, from what source funds have 
been supplied to Jabez Spencer Balfour 
for the last two years by means of which 
he has up till now been able to evade 
justice ? 
Mr. BRYCE: I will answer this 
seem It is true that the Official 
iver of the Liberator Building 
Society and other Companies of the so- 
called Balfour Group has, with the 
approval of the Committee of Inspection 
and the sanction of the Court, borrowed 
large sums of money from the Debenture 
Corporation at the rate of 6 per cent. 
per annum. The further bonus bas 
relation not to the amount borrowed, but 
to the amount ultimately distributed. 
Progress Reports containing particulars 
of these transactions have been sent to 
the creditors and contributories con- 
cerned. The Official Receiver reports 
that work undertaken since the com- 
mencement of the liquidation has been 
tendered for by selected firms, and the 
lowest tenders have been accepted. 


Certain work which was already in, 


progress before the liquidation has been 
completed by the staff of J. W. Hobbs & 
Co. under the direction of the Official 
Receiver and the Special Manager. 
Applications foradvances were unsuccess- 
fully made to several financial and other 
institutions, but the Official Receiver and 
Committees were of opinion that the 
speculative nature of the undertakings in 

and their unfinished character 
would not justify an application to the 
Public Works Loan Commissioners. The 
matters in question do not seem to be 
such jas could properly be referred to a 
Select Committee, or that any useful 
purpose would be served by doing so. I 
have no knowledge of the matter ad- 
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verted to in the last three lines of the 
question. 


PATENTS. 

CoLtoneL HOWARD VINCENT : I 
beg to ask the President of the Board of 
Trade if he proposes to act upon the 
recommendations of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Patents Agents Bill, and 
make new Rules with regard to the con- 
trol of the Register and for the carrying 
out of the provisions of the Acts of 1883 
and 1888 as regards fees, and in such 
eases, when the new Rules are likely to be 
promulgated ? 


Mr. BRYCE: No, Sir; I have as at 
present advised no intention of altering 
the Rules, because I am of opinion that 
the various questions relating to the 
profession of patents, designs, and trade 
marks agents should be dealt with com- 
prehensively by Parliament. This would 
appear to have been the view of the 
Select Committee, who reported a Bill 
with Amendments, and until it is seen 
whether legislation is likely to be passed 
it seems better not to disturb the position 
by an alteration of the Rules. 


NORTH TYRONE REGISTER, 

Lorp F. HAMILTON (Tyrone, N.): 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland whether his 
attention has been drawn to the following 
facts in connection with the registration 
of the Parliamentary Division of North 
Tyrone: that there were 27 appeals by 
the Nationalist Party from the decisions 
of the Revising Barrister; that out of 
these 27 cases, 22 were not only dis- 
missed, but that the Court in dismissing 
them animadverted strongly on the im- 
propriety of the appeal; that almost 
all the cases so dismissed were appeals 
brought in the name of Mr. John Torish, 
and were dismissed by the Court without 
argument; that Mr. John Torish is a 
man of no means, against whom costs 
cannot be obtained ; that the majority of 
those against whom the appeals were 
made were Unionist farmers and labourers 
of small means, who were put to con- 
siderable cost in employing solicitors and 
counsel to preserve their rights to the 
franchise, which were thus frivolously 
assailed ; and whether he can suggest 
any action to prevent bond fide claims 
being contested by appeals which the 
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Lord Chief Baron observed were drawn 
in the teeth of the Act of Parliament ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: I am informed 
that more than 27 appeals were lodged by 
Mr. Torish, representing the Nationalist 
Party, from the decision of the Revising 
Barrister for North Tyrone. There has 
not been time to ascertain the precise 
number of these which were dismissed, 
but it appears from the Press reports that 
some of them were dismissed, and also 
that some observations were made by the 
members of the Bench, not, as I am 
advised, on the impropriety of the appeals, 
but on the form in which the cases were 
reserved by the Revising Barrister. The 
Law Officers have no information en- 
abling them to say if they were dis- 
missed without argument, though it 
appears that some of the cases were fully 
argued by the hon. and learned Member 
for Derry. I have no information as to 
the means of Mr. Torish, or what were 
the circumstances of the respondents. 
An appeal from the decision of the Re- 
vising Barrister is regulated by Statute, 
and the Government has no power to 
interfere with either the Revising Barrister 
or the Court of Appeal in their adminis- 
tration of the law. 

Lorp F. HAMILTON: May I ask 
whether it was contemplated by the Act 
that electors should be penalised by 
having their claims frivolously con- 
tested ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY : I am not answer- 
able for the contemplations of Parliameut, 
and Iam not prepared to say or admit 
that those were frivolous claims, without 
entering into the merits, nor is it part of 
my duty to inquire into the matter. 

Lorpv F. HAMILTON: Has the 
attention of the right hon. Gentleman 
been called to the remarks of the Chief 
Baron in The Freeman's Journal of the 
15th November, 1893, on those very 
cases ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: No, Sir. I do 
not remember those remarks ; but, in any 
case, I hope the noble Lord will perceive 
that it would be most improper for the 
Executive Government to inquire into 
such matters. 

Mr. SEXTON : Do I understand the 
right hon. Gentleman to say from the 
information supplied to him that the 
animadversions referred to were directed 
by the Court to the Revising Barrister 
and not to the appellant? I would also 


Lord F. Hamilton 
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ask did not the Unionist Party appeal, 
and were not some of their appeals dis- 
missed ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY: It is quite true 
that the fault found, whatever it was, 
was not as to the appeal, but as to the 
form in which these appeals was reserved 
by the Revising Barrister. As to the 
Unionist appeals, I really do not know 
what action was taken. 


POLICE PROTECTION IN IRELAND. 

Mr. KNOX (Cavan, W.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he will endea- 
vour to apply in Ireland the practice of 
Police Authorities in England, by which 
persons requiring special police protection 
for their property have to make payments 
for the service of the policemen; and 
whether he will state what is the usual 
arrangement for the board and lodging 
of constabulary protecting evicted farms 
who lodge with the new tenant ? 


Mr. J. MORLEY: The personal 
protection of the Constabulary in Ire- 
land is, as a rule, given without charge 
to the person protected. The person, 
however, is expected to provide the police 
with lodging, bedding, and fuel. The 
question of protection and charge has 
often been raised, and if it were possible 
it would, for obvious reasons, be desir- 
able to insist on payment; but, as the 
protection is mainly given in relation to 
the disturbed condition of the locality, it 
has been found inexpedient, as a rule, to 
require payment as a condition of pro- 
tection. 


Mr. KNOX: The last paragraph of 
the question has not been answered. 


Mr. J. MORLEY: As a rule, new 
tenants, where they have personal pro- 
tection, provide nothing but the shelter 
of a roof. 


THE CAVAN CONSTABULARY. 

Mr. KNOX: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land whether be is aware that since the 
County Inspector of Constabulary in 
Cavan resumed duty, after an absence 
nearly 12 months, due to illness, frequent 
complaints have been made as to his 
treatment of the men on inspections, and 
as to the partisan organisation of the 
Force ; and when this officer’s turn of 
office will expire ¢ 
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General informs me that no complaints 
have reached him as regards the treat- 
ment of the police in the County Cavan 
since the resumption of duty by the 
Gounty Inspector after an absence, on 
sick leave, of six months. Nor has 
any such complaint been made to the 
County Inspector. He has not attained 
the age at which compulsory retirement 
can be effected, and will not do so, I 
am informed, for some years to come. 


BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY’S 
DEBENTURES. 

Mr. KNOX: I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whe- 
ther all the debentures issued by the 
British South Africa Company were 
issued at par ; and, if they were issued 
at a discount, at what discount were they 
issued ? 

Mr. 8. BUXTON: We have no 
knowledge of the terms on which the 
debentures have been issued, as, under 
the Charter, the Government have nothing 
to do with the matter. 


BELFAST TELEGRAPH MESSENGERS. 

Mr. KNOX: I beg to ask the Post- 
master General whether he is aware that 
telegraph messengers attached to the 
Belfast Office are fined at the rate of 1s. 
an hour as puvishment for late attend- 
ance; that they are messengers paid 
according to the number of messages 
delivered cach week; and that their 
average pay is about 6s. weekly; and 
whether he will reduce the fine to a sum 
corresponding to the earnings of the boys ? 

Mr. A. MORLEY: The hon. Member 
appears to have been somewhat mis- 
informed. The fines for telegraph mes- 
sengers at Belfast for late attendance are 
at the rate of 8d. an hour, and not ls. 
These boys’ average earnings for the 
last quarter were at the rate of 8s. a 
week, and they rarely fall below 7s. 
The fines, however, appear to be heavier 
than at other offices, and I will consider 
whether they cannot be reduced. 


THIRD-CLASS CARRIAGES ON IRISH 
MAIL TRAINS. 

Mr. KNOX: I beg to ask the Post- 
master General whether, in arranging 
for future contracts for the conveyance 
of mails between Dublin and Belfast, 
provision will be made for the convey- 
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ance of third-class passengers by limited 
mail trains ? 

Mr. A. MORLEY: There is no 
clause in any existing contract with a 
Railway Company compelling them to 
convey third-class passengers by mail 
trains, and I cannot think that it is the 
duty of the Post Office to introduce a 
clause of such a character into a contract 
for the conveyance of mails. 


PORTRUSH LETTER DELIVERY. 

Mr. J. O°;CONNOR (Wicklow, W.) : 
On behalf of the hon. Member for North 
Leitrim, I beg to ask the Postmaster 
General whether he is aware that letters 
arriving at the Post Office, Portrush, at 
8.45 a.m. are not delivered till two and 
a-half hours afterwards to houses only 
two minutes’ distance from the post 
office; if there are only two postmen 
employed for delivery in this town ; and 
if he will see that additional men are 
employed during the season, so that the 
delivery may be more rapid, to give time 
for replies being sent by the mail leaving 
at 12.5? 

Mr. A. MORLEY : I find that, owing 
in a great measure to late arrival of the 
mails, the morning delivery of letters at 
Portrush, which should be commenced at 
9.25 a.m., is often commenced somewhat 
later ; but it is, nevertheless, completed, 
as arule, throughout the town in time 
for replies being ‘sent by the outgoing 
mail. The question of giving further 
assistance during the summer season, 
when the pressure is greatest, is already 
under consideration. 


THE CASE OF THE “KOWSHING,” 

Mr. BARTLEY: I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether his attention has been 
drawn to the statement in the Press 
to-day, on the authority of the Japanese 
Legation, that the Maritime Court at 
Shanghai had pronounced in favour of 
the Japanese in the case of the Kow- 
shing, and that the action of the captain 
of the Japanese ship is held to be 
justified ; and whether Admiral Fremantle 
has advised the British Government that 
no claim should be raised against Japan 
in respect to the Kowshing or any pro- 
perty on board ? 

Sir E.. GREY : Since I have seen the 
paragraph I have asked my right hon. 
Friend the Secretary to the Admiralty 
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whether he knows of any information 
received through the Admiralty from 
Admiral Fremantle, and I am in a posi- 
tion to say that, as far as we are con- 
cerned, no official information has been 
received. 


THE MOVEABLE DWELLINGS BILL. 


Sir C. W. DILKE: I beg to ask 
the President of the Local Government 
Board whether the statement in the 
Memorandum prefixed to the Moveable 
Dwellings Bill, circulated on the 21st of 
August, that moveable dwellings are at 
present not reached by the Sanitary Laws, 
is well founded, regard being had to 
Section 9 of the Housing of the Working 
Classes Act, 1885 ? 


Mr. SHAW-LEFEVRE: It is not 
quite accurate to say that moveable 
dwellings are not reached by the 
Sanitary Laws. As I think my hon. 
Friend will see from the Memorandum 
which I sent him yesterday on this 
subject, these dwellings are subject to the 
nuisance provisions of the Public Health 
Act, but no doubt the facility with which 
they can be moved from place to place 
does make it difficult to enforce the pro- 
visions. 


CUSTOMS STATISTICAL DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. MACDONALD: On behalf of 
the hon. Member for North West Ham, 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury whether it is contemplated to 
balance the increased expenditure en- 
tailed by the recent creation of superior 
appointments in the Customs Statistical 
Department, by delegating a portion of 
the keeping of Customs warehousing 
accounts to outdoor officers, and the 
checking thereof to second-class ex- 
amining officers ; and whether such con- 
templated change would amount to a 
nullifying of those provisions of Treasury 
Minute, 24th March, 1891, that deal with 
the prospect of second-class examining 
officers and outdoor officers ? 


Sir J. T. HIBBERT: No such 
change as is suggested is or has been in 
contemplation by the Board of Customs. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 
That they have agreed to,— 


Canal Tolls and Charges Provisional 
Order (No. 6) (River Lee, &c.) Bill. 


Sir E. Grey 


{COMMONS} 





Amendments to— 


Statute Law Revision Bill [Lords], 
without Amendment. 


Land Acts (Ireland),—That they do 
request that this House will be pleased 
to commmunicate to their Lordships 
Copy of the Report, &c., of the Select 
Committee appointed by this House in 
the present Session of Parliament on 
Land Acts (Ireland). 


Lords Message considered :—Printed 
Copy to be communicated. 


SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. J. MORLEY: It has been 
represented to me that it will be a great 
convenience to Members if the House 
meets at noon to-morrow. I beg, there- 
fore, to move “ That the House do meet 
To-morrow at Twelve of the clock.” 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House do meet To-morrow 
at Twelve of the clock."—(Mr. J, 
Morley.) 


Question put, and agreed to. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 


SECOND READING. 
Order for Second Reading read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” 


Cotonet HOWARD VINCENT 
(Sheffield, Central) said, he desired to 
raise two points connected with the ad- 
ministration of the Board of Trade. The 
first was in reference to the delay in 
presenting the Report called for at his 
instance from the Embassy at Berlin, 
dealing with the manufacture in German 
prisons of goods for the English market. 
The Report, he understood, had been 
received at the Foreign Office some time 
since, and the delay in presenting it had 
hindered the efforts that were being made 
to restrict the importation of these goods. 
That importation had been condemned 
by the Trades Council of London, 
Edinburgh, Dublin, Huddersfield, and 


Leeds, and the public were entitled to 
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know the difficulties that might stand in 
the way of its restriction. In connection 
with this matter he had also to complain 
that the right hon. Gentleman bad not 
sent for the Commissioner of a trade 
ealled the Hardwareman, who 
had made inquiries in Germany on the 
subject, and who was prepared to give 
the result of his personal experience. 
He was sure this gentleman could have 
put the right hon. Gentleman in posses- 
sion of more accurate information than 
the Ambassador at Berlin. At any 
rate, they were entitled to ask 
the right hon. Gentleman to make 
public the Report which the Am- 
bassador had made. The other point to 
which he wished to call attention was in 
reference to the administration of the 
Merchandise Marks Act, 1887. That 
Act had been productive of a great deal 
of good, and had stopped to a large 
extent the importation of foreign goods 
bearing British marks. In accordance 
with the recommendation of a Committee, 
which, in 1890, inquired into the working 
of the Act, Parliament had placed the 
duty of instituting prosecutions in the 
hands of the Board of Trade, and his 
complaint was of the lax way in which 
the duty had been carried out. The 
specific case to which he desired to draw 
attention was in reference to the recent 
importation at Leith of 6,000 chisels 
made in Germany and bearing a Sheffield 
mark, thus purporting to have been made 
by the most expert edge-tool artizans in 
the world. The chisels were seized by 
the Customs Authorities and sold by 
auction at very much below their value. 
This, he held, inflicted serious injury on 
Sheffield and Birmingham. It supplied 
the Edinburgh market for some time to 
come, and it led to the purchasers there 
being furnished with badly-made articles. 
His contention was that the Customs 
Authorities ought to have communicated 
with the Board of Trade, and that the 
right hon. Gentleman ought to have 
inquired whether a prosecution lay against 
the importer. He asked that the im- 
porter’s name should be disclosed, 
believing that its publication would have 
a deterrent effect. It was the duty of 
the right hon. Gentleman to be zealous 
and vigorous in this matter in the interests 
of British trade, and to endeavour by 
putting the law in operation to prevent 
such eases as this occurring in future. 
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Mr. BRYCE said, with reference to 
the name he had had no notice, and was 
unable to give it. 

Cotone. HOWARD VINCENT 
said, he had sent a letter to the right hon. 
Gentleman asking for the name. 

Mr. BRYCE said, he had received no 
letter to that effect. 

Cotonet HOWARD VINCENT said, 
the Correspondence Department of the 
Board of Trade must be as defective as 
its Executive Department. He had sent 
the right hon. Gentleman a letter from 
one of the leading firms connected with 
this trade, in which the writer showed 
clearly how much the edge-tool industry 
in Sheffield was affected by the action 
taken by the Board of Customs. In 
sending the right hon. Gentleman that 
letter he had pointed out that the public 
mention of the name of the importer 
would in all probability have a deterrent 
effect. It was perfectly impossible to 
suppose that these importers did not 
know perfectly well how these articles 
were marked. In all probability they 
gave the order that the goods should be 
marked in this manner, and it was, there- 
fore, the bounden duty of the right hon. 
Gentleman to take vigorous action in the 
matter. He could not too strongly im- 
press upon the right hon. Gentleman the 
necessity of devoting his attention to 
those matters, and of doing what he could 
to revive that depression which had 
existed unfortunately for the last two 
years in almost every branch of home in- 
dustry. When they found no less than 
26 Trade Societies reporting at the pre- 
sent time that trade was bad, whet the 
found that exports of British and Iris 
produce were £26,500,000 less in the first 
two months of this year than in the 
corresponding period of 1890 he held it 
was the duty of the right hon. Gentle- 
man to pay attention to the wishes and 
the aspirations of. the artizan population 
in these matters, and to do nothing 
whatever which could possibly in- 
juriously affect them. The artizan 
population had a strong feeling that the 
importation of German convict labour 
injured them in a very serious manner. 
He was anxious to hear what the right 
hon. Gentleman had to < as to why 
the Report from the Berlin Embassy had 
not been presented to Parliament, and 
why, at any rate, the right hon. Gentle- 
man had not responded to his wish that 
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he should see it. The right hon. Gen- 
tleman knew his deep interest in the 
matter, and yet the document had been 
kept back from him. It had been put 
away in the pigeon holes of the Foreign 
Office, probably labelled “ not to be pre- 
sented until Parliament rises.” Then if 
it was too late to inquire into the impor- 
tation of these chisels at Leith, he at any 
rate urged the right hon. Gentleman to 
come to a better understanding with the 
Board of Customs on the question, The 
Board of Customs, he believed, was well 
administered, and its officials were 
eapable of carrying out their duties, but 
the right hon. Gentleman should not sit 
quietly by while these articles were being 
fraudulently imported, but should make 
vigorous exertions to restrain this traffic 
in the future. He urged the right hon. 
Gentleman to do what he could to pro- 
mote the interests of British trade by 
bringing the penalty of the law, and the 


greater penalty of publicity, to bear | 


against those who imported articles frau- 
dulently marked in defiance of Acts of 
Parliament, and to the detriment of the 
free labour of this country. 

Tue PRESIDENT or tue BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. Bryceg, Aberdeen, S.) 
said, his hon. Friend the Member for 
Sheffield had, if he would allow him to 
say so, wasted a great deal of indignation 
upon an exceedingly simple matter. He 
had repeatedly told his bon. Friend that 
the only reason why the Report obtained 
from Berlin was not presented was be- 
cause it was thought better to present it 
along with Reports from other countries 
for which the Government had asked. 
‘hat was a matter of every-day occur- 
rence. It had been the invariable prac- 
tice, when they had a number of Reports 
on the same subject, to present them 
together. 

CotoneL HOWARD VINCENT 


said, the importation of these prison-made | 


goods was mainly, if not entirely, from 
Germany. 

Mr. BRYCE said, Prussia was not 
the only part of the German Empire. 
Reports were being received from the 
other German States, as well as from 
France, and the Report would be much 
more valuable if they were all published 
together. He had no reason to believe 
that he could have obtained any addi- 
tional information from the Commis- 
sioner of the Hardwareman, even if he 


Colonel Howard Vincent 


had seen him, and besides, it would haye 
been entirely irregular for him to haye 
had communications of that kind. Whey 
a Department wished to have informa 
|tion as to what passed in forej 

| countries, the proper channel of informa- 
| tion was Her Majesty’s Representatives 
there. To pass by those Representa- 
tives and go to a private individual 
would be at variance with the best tra- 
ditions of the Diplomatic Service. In 
regard to the administration of the Me- 
chandise Marks Act, he had, since the 
| hon. Gentleman spoke, caused inquiries to 
| be made, and found that a letter had 
been received at the Board of Trade 
from the hon. Member, but he was not 
/aware that it contained any request for 
| the names of the consignees. In any 
jease they could not have been given, 
| because the Board of Trade did not know 
| them, and there was not time to commu- 
| nicate with the Commissioners of Cus- 
toms. He had not the latest statistics of 
prosecutions with him, but he had seen 
them recently, and there had been a con- 
siderable number. In the particular case 
referred to his information did not bear 
out the statement of the hon. Member 
that the word “ Sheffield” was on the 
goods. The Commissioners informed 
him that they seized them because they 
bore the words ‘‘ Warranted cast steel,” 
implying that they bad been made in 
England. The hon. Member asked why 
the Board of Trade did not put the law 
in force, but he did not seem to realise 
what the provisions of the Act were. 
The Act enabled the Board to in 
stitute prosecutions whether the goods 
were exposed or offered for sale, 
or whether they were in possession of 
the person. These goods were neither 
exposed nor offered for sale, nor were 
they in possession of the consignee; 
therefore, the Board of Trade could not 
| institute a prosecution. The action of 
| the Commissioners of Customs was, 8 
| far as he could ascertain, in strict con- 
\formity with the law. He had m0 
authority to say to them how they were 
to dispose of seized goods. He hoped 
he would always be vigilant in carrying 
out any duties with which the Legisla- 
ture had entrusted him. If, in these 
cases under the Merchandise Marks Act, 
the Cutlers’ Company of Sheffield, # 
very influential body, had made applica- 
tion for a prosecution, that application 
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would have been very carefully con-| on the economy of tle expenditure from 


sidered by the Board of Trade, but he 
did not gather that they had done so, and 
he believed the reason why these appli- 
cations were not more frequent was that 
British manufacturers were of opinion 
that prosecutions often did more harm 
than good by calling attention to tie 
foreign articles. He expressed no 
opinion as to whether that was right or 
wrong, but it was a view which was 
largely held. While the Department 
and the Government would be anxious 
to give the House all possible informa- 
tion, he could not assent to the view 
that the importation of convict-made 
_ did any serious injury at present to 

itish trade even in particular instances. 
The amount of foreign prison-made goods 
imported was infinitesimal compared with 
the quantity of goods produced in this 
country ; but they had promised to get 





time to time, but during this Session he 
had hardly had a single opportunity of 
asking the Committee to consider the 
policy of the expenditure at all, He had 
always held that at least 10 per cent. of 
their money was wasted. He thought 
they might have more efficiency with at 
least £10,000,000 less spent on the 
Estimates during the year, and he should 
be glad if the Government would allow 
him an opportunity of considering all 
these Estimates from the economical point 
of view. He could not complain that 
Ministers were not present to answer any 
questions he might be allowed to put, 
notwithstanding it was at _ their 
request he did not raise them in Com- 
mittee of Supply. He should like to 
have received some answer from the 
right hon. Gentleman the Secretary of 
State for War about the case of Surgeon 


allthe information they could, and that | Major Fox. He noticed in the papers that 
information would be presented at the | somebody was accused of endeavouring 


earliest possible moment. 


to get this officer out of the way in the 


Mr. A. C. MORTON (Peterborough) | same manner as an attempt was made to 


was very sorry to say that on this occa- 
sion Supply had been probably worse 
scamped and rushed through more hastily 
than in any period during his time, and, 
of course, that was an additional reason 
why they should be particular at this 
stage. As far as they on that side of 
the House were concerned, they put 
off a number of matters, both in Com- 
mittee and on Report, at the special 
request of the Ministers, and therefore 
right hon. Gentlemen on the Treasury 
Bench had no right to complain if hon. 
Members took the opportunity of 
mentioning any of these matters to-day. 
He could not say that the Army and 
Navy Votes had not been discussed, but 
with regard to the Civil Service there 
had been practically no discussion at all. 
It was well to bear in mind that the 
expenditure under the Civil Service 
covered almost every question connected 
with the social and trade life of this 
country, and therefore they could, if they 
had time, have raised many important 
questions in which the people were in- 
terested. They had been deprived of the 
opportunities for properly considering the 
matters. There were two ways of dis- 
cussing the Estimates—one on the policy 
of the expenditure itself, and the other 
with regard to the economy. He had 
endeavoured to make some observation 





get rid of Surgeon Major Briggs. Of 
course, he did not know whether this 
statement was true or not, but it was 
his duty to ask the Secretary for 
War whether it was true or not, The 
charge was a serious one, and ought 
to be answered as speedily as possible. 
He should be out of Order if he were to 
attempt to consider the question of the 
House of Lords with regard to their 
policy, but with regard to the expenses 
of. the House of Lords he desired to say 
a word or two. He gathered from the 
Estimates that the other Chamber cost 
the people of this country over £105,000, 
There were other sums which were 
directly placed on the Consolidated Fund, 
but in the Estimates there was this sum 
of over £105,000. They were told that 
the House of Lords paid its own way. 
That could not be correct, because 
although he made a mistake in stating 


| the amount of fees received, he found 


from the corrected Estimate that the 
amount this year was about £21,000; 
therefore, how any newspaper or any- 
body else could make it out that the 
Lords paid their way he did not know. 
But even if they did take fees these 
fees came from the people, and, therefore, 
they had only got to look at the expendi- 
ture. What he said himself, without 
regard to any policy at all, was that this 
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was more than it was worth, and the 
people of this country ought not to be 
called upon to spend such a large sum for 
practically doing the work over again. 
He might add to that the expense the 
people were put to in getting through 
what was practically a second Com- 
mittee doing the same work over again, 
and on purely financial grounds he should 
personally like to see some alteration. 
They had been told during the last week 
that it was not right for them to consider 
the question from the financial point of 
view, and that if they had a grievance 
they ought not to attempt to punish the 
Officials in another place because they 
objected to anything else. Undoubtedly 
they did not want to punish any officials 
whatever, and he had no doubt that if 
any charge were made these officials 
would be properly pensioned off. But 
what they said was that it was the 
regular, ordinary, Parliamentary, and 
constitutional way of raising objection 
to anything they desired to object to by 
refusing Supplies. If he remembered 
rightly, this House was brought into 
existence for the purpose of providing 
Supplies, and only providing them if they 


approved of the objects. Therefore, if 
they objected to the way in which the 
Supplies were spent, their proper policy 
was to refuse the Supplies, and so get rid 


of what they objected to. Ifthe Go- 
vernment could find any other way out 
of the difficulty, that was their business 
and not his, and whether it was Govern- 
ment or other expenditure that he ob- 
jected to he should take the constitutional 
course of objecting to Supply. He 
desired to ask one ortwo questions of the 
Home Secretary, who, unfortunately for 
the people of this country, was in charge 
of the Metropolitan Police. He was 
personally desirous that the police should 
be handed over to the London County 
Council or some other Municipal Body 
as soon as possible ; but in the meantime 
the Home Secretary was responsible for 
the conduct of their business, and he 
wanted to ask the right hon. Gentleman, 
therefore, why he refused to have the 
police stations in London properly 
assessed ? Speaking with some authority 
in the matter, he declared they were only 
assessed at one-half the proper amount, 
and he should like the Home Secretary 
to compel his officers to act fairly in 
regard to these matters. Another 


Mr. A, C. Morton 
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question as to which he should haye 
liked some answer from the right hon, 
Gentleman was as to the fees that were 
charged to Justices of the Peace on their 
appointment. The Home See 
recently sent out a Circular in which he 
suggested that two guineas should be 
charged each Magistrate on his 
sworn in. He objected very strongly to 
that charge. At the present moment, sofar 
as England and Scotland were concerned, 
no Justice of the Peace on his appoint 
ment could be legally charged any 
beyond 2s. or 3s. He knew they 
been charged three, four, and even up to 
10 guineas; but that was not a } 
charge, and those who had refused to pay 
had been made Magistrates all the same, 
Within the last few months the Home 
Secretary had sent out a Circular in 
which he practically said to the Benchers 
that they should fix a fee of two guineas, 
He objected to their friends being fined 
two guineas by their own Home Seere- 
tary ; he objected to a penalty being put 
upon them because they happened to be 
appointed upon the nomination of the 
Radical Party as Radicals. He was very 
sorry the Home Secretary was not pre- 
sent to answer him. There were one or 
two other matters to which he should like 
to direct attention. He wanted to get 
some assurance from the President of the 
Board of Trade that he would moves 
little faster in putting pressure upon the 
Railway Companies to afford greater 
facilities to workpeople living in the 
suburbs of London. He threw on the 
Minister the responsibility for the fact 
that some of the Companies were not 
doing what they ought to do. All that 
was asked was that passengers with 
workmen’s tickets should be allowed 
to travel as late as 8 o’clock in the 
morning. Some of the Companies, it 
cluding the Great Northern, had made 
this concession ; why were not the Great 
Eastern and other Companies com 
to doit? The Board of Trade, he was 
afraid, was too much under the influence 
of Railway Companies and vested it 
terests. ite wanted to know why the 
Board of Trade gave him notice that, a8 
an administrative act, they would oppose 
his Return Tickets Bill ? 

Mr. BRYCE : When did that happen? 

Mr. A. C. MORTON replied, some 
four or five months e did not 





ask the Board of Trade their opinion, 
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put they sent him this notice. Of course, 
he did not desire to make his right 
hon. Friend personally responsible; he 
was only treating the Board as a Board. 
As he had said, he did receive notice 
that the Board of Trade would oppose 
his Bill, and he wanted to know why ? 
because the Board of Trade ought to 
assist him rather than oppose him. Not- 
withstanding the opposition of the Board 
of ‘Trade, he had succeeded in getting 
his tramways clause imposed upon all the 
London Companies except one, and he 
the President of the Board of Trade 
would take care that it was inserted in all 
the Provisional Orders he had to do with. 
He thanked the House generally for 
what they had done, and also the House 
of Lords, for on this question he found 
the House of Lords more liberal than 
the Board of Trade. He thanked Par- 
lisment for having assisted him in pass- 
ing this tramways clause, and preventing 
Companies imposing additional fares on 
Sundays and holidays on the work- 
people of this country. He wished to 
address one or two questions to the 
Foreign Office, and he wished particularly 
tocomplain of the grant of £20,000 a 
_ what was called the British 
uanaland Railway. Some months 
ago the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
= a distinct promise that, before the 
vernment were committed to this, 
Parliament should have an opportunity 
of considering the matter. They were 
then requested not to delay the holidays 
by discussing the matter in Committee 
of Supply ; and in these circumstances 
he asked that the matter might be put 
of till next Session. As a matter of 
fact, the Minute relating to this matter 
was only laid on the Table on the 9th 
of August, and it was a farce, therefore, 
to contend that there had been a proper 
eyo A of considering and discussing 
matter. They had not had an 
opportunity of considering the matter, 
and were not going to have. He sup- 
posed his hon. Friend the Under Secre- 
tary for Foreign Affairs would say that 
something must be done or could be done 
on the responsibility of the Government. 
That was an old Tory idea, and not a 
Radical idea. They wanted, before the 
ent were committed on these 
Matters, to have an opportunity of dis- 
cussing them, and they had a perfect 
Tight to insist upon this. He hoped the 
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time would arrive when an independent 
Committee from both sides of the House 
would consider these questions before the 
Government were allowed to commit 
themselves and the country. He believed 
as long agoas 1880 the right hon. Member 
for Midlothian said that the time would 
probably come when such an arrange- 
ment would have to be made. He did 
not admit the right of the Government 
to commit them at all, unless they had got 
their previous consent. He could not 
admit that right except in a case of 
emergency, and this was not one. A 
Radical Government would find that the 
Radicals of this country would not allow 
their money to be squandered on Public 
Companies and Company promoting in 
foreign lands. He hoped his hon. Friend 
would agree to postpone this matter, and 
he did not think he could do otherwise, 
as the hon. Gentleman must admit that 
the promise of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had not been acted upon. He 
further trusted the Government would 
not commit the country to any further 
expenditure in Uganda during the Recess. 
In this case they had been told that 
nothing would be done without the sanc- 
tion of the House, but as a matter of 
fact there had been no opportunity of 
discussing the large sum now voted, 
Unfortunately, some Members of the 
Cabinet were in favour of a Jingo policy, 
and so we incurred a large expenditure 
abroad while refusing to spend money for 
the improvement of trade and agriculture 
at home. The Radical Party would have 
nothing whatever to do with a Jingo 
policy. They had had too much of it 
during the present Session. The Go- 
vernment had too often thrown over 
their own supporters and depended upon 
the Opposition for their existence, and 
he warned them that the Radical Party 
would not put up with this. He hoped 
they would have an assurance that the 
Government would not commit them in 
regard to this railway or as regarded 
compensation to the Company. The 
Company had no claim to compensation, 
for having speculated they must take their 
chance, and if they had squandered their 
money they must not look to the rate- 
payers of this country to make it good 
or them. He did not see the Postmaster 
resent, and he should have 
dress one or two questions to 
Complaints 


General 
liked to 
the right hon. Gentleman. 
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had been made that the Postmaster’! those who were willing to provide the 
General objected to combination among schools. Speaking, therefore, with some 
the men. He had heard that the War knowledge of the matter, he trusted the 
Office also objected to combination. He} Government would before long do all 
could not understand that at all. He, that was necessary to complete the sys. 
considered, of course, that the workers; tem of primary education in Ip 

in those great Government Departments | whereby every child in Ireland would be 
ought not to be allowed to abuse the | afforded the facilities for education which 
right of combination; but when the| were enjoyed by every child in Great 
Government admitted the right of work- | Britain. He desired to say a few words 
men outside the Service to combine, he | on the Consolidated Fund Bill. Hedid not 
could not see why they should refuse to | at all like this system of appropriations 
allow men inside the Service to combine. | in aid ; he preferred to have the money 
He would, therefore, like to know from specifically voted by the House of Com. 
the Postmaster General why he had re- | mons, and he was afraid that the system 
fused to allow postmen to combine for | of appropriations in aid would be so ex- 
the purpose of securing what they thought | tended by successive Governments that 
were their rights? With regard to the | the House of Commons would soon have 
Brentford Schools’ cruelty cases, he de- | no Supply at all to consider. In con 
sired to say that many hon. Members | clusion, he would say that he hoped they 
were desirous of discussing that matter,| would never again have this scamping 


but could not do so until they got the 
Report of the special Inspector. He 
was not sure whether that Report had 
been issued yet; but on account of | 


the way Supply had been rushed 


through Supply which had been adopted 
this Session. The first duty of hon, 
Members was to consider the expenditure 
of public money, and as on that expen- 
diture rested, to a large extent, the 


through they had not had anj|comfort and happiness of the people, 
opportunity of discussing the question, | they ought to be allowed full opportuni 
and of seeing that the poor boys of those | ties for considering it. 

schools were protected from cruelty,; Mr. BRYCE, replying to the remarks 
whether from nurses or anyone else, in | of the hon. Member on the subject of 
the future. The question of the Christian | workmen’s trains, said the Board of Trade 
Brothers might be considered a purely | were as anxious as any body of men 


Irish question; but as he happened to} 
be—as a member of the Corporation of | 
London—part owner of the City of Lon- 
donderry and the City of Coleraine, he 
considered it his duty to look into this 
question of the Christian Brothers. | 
Therefore, he had done what had been | 
done by few Members—he had gone over | 
the schools of the Christian Brothers in 
Londonderry, within the last fortnight, | 
saw their emblems or pictures, and could | 
not possibly understand why those em- | 
blems should be advanced against giving 
the Brothers the assistance they ought to 
have from the State. It was said the 
Roman Catholics were ignorant and were 
improperly influenced by their priests ; 
but if that were so, the responsibility 
rested on the Government until they pro- 
vided adequate means for the education 
of the children. It might be said that 
education had been made compulsory in 
Ireland. But it was nonsense to talk of 
compulsory education in a country where 
there was not sufficient schools, and 
where the Government would not assist 


Mr, A. C. Morton 





could be to provide full facilities for 
working men in the matter of cheap 
trains. They had, by continual repre 
sentations to the Railway Companies, 


| obtained nearly everything which, under 


their statutory powers, they could a 
present obtain, and had made represents 
tions to the Companies to induce them 
to go even beyond what their statutory 
powers entitled the Board of Trade 
ask. He could assure the House that 
the Board of Trade felt the hardship 
that was inflicted on workmen in the 
matter, and they were anxious to do 
everything in their power to improve 
the present state of things. 

Mr. A. C. MORTON : What about 
return tickets ? 

Mr. BRYCE said, he knew nothing 
personally about the Return Tickets Bill; 
but if any such notice of opposition had 
been given he suggested that it must have 
been merely in the belief that if the Rail- 
way Companies were pressed any further 
they would withdraw the facilities 
already given, and which the Board o 
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Trade had not the statutory power to 


enforce. 

Mr. A.C. MORTON: With regard 
to tramways ? 

Me. BRYCE replied that in the matter 
of tramways the Board of Trade had done 
all they possibly could in the direction 
indicated by the hon. Member, and would 
continue the policy they had initiated. 

Tue UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror toe COLONIES (Mr. 8S. 
Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Poplar) said, 
he desired to answer his part of the 

ral catechism of the hon. Member 

Peterborough. With regard to the 
Bechuanaland Railway, he submitted that 
the opportunity promised by the Chan- 
eellor of the Exchequer for discussing 
the matter had reference to discussion in 
Committee of Supply, and the contract 
between the Company and the Government 
had been laid on the Table three weeks 
ago. That opportunity had been afforded, 
though the time had been unavoidably 
curtailed this year, so that no promise 
of the Government had been broken in 
regard to that matter. 

Mr. A. C. MORTON asked whether 
the hon. Gentleman meant to say that the 
Government, in taking up the time that 
should be devoted to Supply, had not 
deprived hon. Members of discussing 
this matter ? 


Mr. S. BUXTON said, the only | 


the development of the country be a 
benefit to them in the future. 

Mr. A. C. MORTON said, that he 
did not agree with the hon. Gentleman 
in that supposition. 

Mr. KNOX (Cavan, W.) said, he 
agreed with his hon. Friend the Member 
for Peterborough that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer last year gave a pledge 
that the House would be given the 
opportunity of discussing this question 
with regard to the Bechuanaland Rail- 
way. The question was perhaps of less 
importance in one way, as the matter 
could be raised year by year, and he 
thought it only right that notice should 
be given to persons who might be inclined 
to invest in the shares of the railway ; 
that a large number of Members objected 
to the scheme, and would protest 
|against it every year for the 10 

years the guarantee would last. 
| But he rose principally to call attention 
| toa matter connected with Irish affairs, 
| and which deeply concerned a large num- 
| ber of his constituents. Under an Act 
| passed in 1883 certain light railways 
| were constructed in Ireland with a 
| guarantee of 5 per cent. to the share- 
| holders upon the baronies through which 
| those light railways ran. By that Act 
_ the Treasury was also to give a guaran- 
| tee of 2 per cent., not to the shareholders, 
| but to the baronies—that was to say, thé 
baronies paid the shareholders 5 per cent., 
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opportunity that could be given for dis- | and that the baronies received from the 
cussing a matter of this kind was in| Treasury 2 per cent. That system was 
Supply ; and though that opportunity | from the beginning a most wasteful one. 
had not perhaps occurred in any adequate | If the Treasury guarantee had been given 
sense this year, owing to causes with | directly to the shareholders, it would have 
which the hon. Member was familiar,| brought in £66, and therefore the 
no complaint could be brought against | baronies, after the balance of 3 per cent., 
the Government in regard to it. As to| only got 33 per cent., so that they were 
the contention that the guarantee sheuld | really given a guarantee of a far larger 
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be submitted to the House before it was | 
practically ratified by the Government, 
such a course might be possible under a 
system for a general Committee to dis- 
cuss colonial and foreign relations ; but 
at present the only practicable course was 
that the Government should carry out the 
agreement on their own responsibility ; and 
if the House should choose to reverse the 
decision, they could only bow to the 
opinion of the House. He fully believed 
that, instead of the railway being the 
cause of any additional charge being 
thrown upon the taxpayers of the 
United Kingdom, it would by aiding in 





sum than was supposed. It wasa waste- 
ful system, but the greater number of the 
light railways were built under it, and 
it had brought a very heavy charge on 
some of the poorest districts of the 
country. In the County of Leitrim, near 
his own Division, where the valuation 
was very high—much higher than in the 
South—the people were paying 2s. in the 
£1 county cess for a railway line. 
He asked English Members to con- 
sider what that meant. He saw 
nothing to compare to it in Great 
Britain, and naturally the people com- 
plained. There had been talks of a 
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strike against county cess, and he would 
not be surprised if there were strikes 
against the county cess. There was 
one way out of the difficulty, which oc- 
curred to the Directors of the railways so 
far back as six years ago: That was, com- 
muting the Treasury payment bya capital 
sum, and reducing the capital proportion- 
ately with the consent of the share- 
holders. The Directors pressed this 
claim on the Treasury six years ago. He 
knew that four years ago Lord Kings- 
court and a deputation representing the 
diffierent railways came to London and 
pressed this scheme on the Treasury. 
The Member for Leeds (Mr. Jacksou) 
then said that in the existing condition of 
Government business they could not 
bring in the Bill which was necessary, 
and he added that he had no objection in 
principle to the scheme. In 1893 he 
(Mr. Knox) and some of his friends in- 
troduced a Bill on the subject. He 
frankly admitted that that Bill did not 
meet with the general consent of all the 
Companies, but it passed its Second 
Reading, and could get no further. He 
made it his business immediately after- 
wards to see if a scheme could not be 
devised which would meet with the 
approval of all the interests concerned. 
He saw a gentleman in London who re- 
presented the greater part of the share 
capital, and saw the Directors of the 
Cavan line. They saw the Treasury 
officials on the matter, and he had to say 
that although the Irish Members had to 
find fault with the Treasury several 
times, yet in this matter they had been 
treated by the Secretary to the Treasury 
and the officials with the greatest courtesy 
and with a strong desire to afford the 
necessary relief if they could do so. In 
the end a Government Bill was drafted 
and introduced into the House, which he 
believed would have reduced the charge 
on those unfortunate districts by about 
one-third. That was a very important 
matter; but in consequence of the action 
of the present Chief Secretary, the poor 
farmers in these districts would have to 
pay 8d. in the £1 more county cess than 
they otherwise would have to pay. It 
was a permissive Bill. Nothing could 
be done under it except by Order in 
Council. The consent of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, the consent of the Treasury, 
the consent of the Company, and the 


consent of the Grand Jury were all | 


Mr. Knox 





necessary, and when he stated thatifac 
he thought it was plainly evident the 
Bill could inflict no injustice on anybody, 
The Member for South Tyrone, 
represented the district through which 
the Clogher Valley line ran, was in 
favour of the Bill, and so also was the 
Member for South Antrim, who was 
Director and large shareholder in the 
line. He (Mr. Knox) believed there wag 
not even one Irish Member, be he T 
Unionist, or Nationalist, who had a w: 
to say against the Bill. Under those 
circumstances, it was not to be wondered 
at that the Bill passed through all its stages 
in that House without opposition. After. 
wards some gentlemen came over from 
Dublin to protest against it. He did not 
know what their protest was; it was 
made in private, and there was no op 
tunity of answering it. He wished to 
put this extraordinary fact on record that 
those gentlemen who came over—those 
Dublin stockjobbers—had been able to 
do more to move the Irish administration 
than all the Irish Members of all sections, 
The Bill had passed the House of Com- 
mons, and if there had not been a House 
of Lords it would now be the law of the 
land. If the House of Lords had been 
ended, as the Chief Secretary said he 
wanted to have it ended, his constituents 
would have now been relieved of a com 
siderable portion of the burden they had 
to bear. The Bill had gone to the House 
of Lords, but it had got no further, be 
cause, although the name of the Chief 
Secretary was on the back of it, he had 
used his influence to prevent it going 
any further. He felt keenly about this 
matter. He asserted that this was a di 
creditable business. It was a most Ui 
fortunate and regrettable fact that a Bill 
supported by every Irish Member should 
not have been pressed on because a mere 
handful of Dublin stockbrokers had 
brought objections to the Bill which they 
had not dared to put forward in the publie 
Press. 

THe CHIEF SECRETARY 10 
IRELAND (Mr. J. Mortey, New- 
castle-upon-T yne) : The hon. and 
Member has used a very strong expre 
sion for which he has only beep 
able to give a weak justification, or 20 
justification at all. He used the expret 
sion “ disereditable.” I do not know what 
view the hon. and learned Member takes 
of what is creditable or disereditable t 
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a Minister, but I think that “ discredit- 
able” is a rather strong expression to use 
unless the hon. and learned Member is 
able to back it up by some more sub- 
stantial justification than he has been 
able to give to the House. He said that 
I used my influence to prevent this Bill 
from passing in the House of Lords, be- 
eause pressure had been put upon me by 
some stock-jobbers from Dublin. What 
kind of authority has the hon. and 
learned Member for making any such state- 
ment? As far as I know, no pressure 
has been brought to bear upon any Mem- 
ber of the Government by any set of 
stock-jobbers in Dublin. I have seen 
no stock-jobbers from Dublin. Ido not 
believe I know any stock-jobbers in 
Dublin, and I do not know that I should 
be any the worse if I did. What are the 
facts? The Bill was introduced into 
this House last week, and undoubtedly 
passed through all its stages, and was 
sent up to another place. The hon. and 
learned Member proceeded to attach some 
odium to the House of Lords in this 
matter, and also made an attack on myself 
for having used my influence to prevent 
the Bill from passing through the other 
House. I take the responsibility, and I 
have to entirely relieve another place 
from any blame in the matter. At the 
time that the Bill passed its Second 
Reading I was not aware that there were 
considerable numbers of persons inte- 
rested in these financial proposals to whom 
the Bill was unsatisfactory. But know- 
ing that, the obvious course was to 
keep back the Bill until an oppor- 
tunity was afforded to those persons 
to submit their objections, I do not 
know how far the hon. and 
learned Member was literally accurate in 
stating that all the Irish Members in the 
House are in favour of the Bill. But, 
even if it were absolutely true, that is 
notenough. A Bill of this kind being 
objected to by persons possessing sub- 
stantial interests, it is clearly my duty 
not to allow the measure to be hurried on 
and a step to be taken which may after- 
wards be regretted. No substantial 
injury will be done by postponing the 
Bill. This is a Treasury affair. But, 
with the approval of the Treasury, at the 
very beginning of next Session a Com- 
mittee shall be appointed to examine the 
proposals in the Bill. This will take a 
very short time. There will be very 
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little delay. The Bill will go through 
the Committee with or without amend- 
ment, and will then pass the two Houses 
without any loss of time. It seems to 
me that the persons interested will find 
themselves without any substantial 
injury. I hope that the hon. and learned 
Member will feel that he has used 
language which is too strong in regard to 
myself, and will see that in the action I 
have taken I have been doing my best 
for all parties concerned. 

Mr. KNOX explained that he did not 
mean the word “ discreditable” to apply 
personally to the Chief Secretary. He 
merely meant that it was curious that the 
views of a few financial gentlemen from 
Dublin should have more influence with 
the right hon. Gentleman than all the 
Irish Members. 

Sir R. TEMPLE (Surrey, Kingston) 
said, it appeared to him that the House 
was much indebted to the Secretary to 
the Treasury for the prompt and efficient 
manner ia which the recommendations of 
the Public Accounts Committee had been 
carried out in regard to appropriations in 
aid. These appropriations in aid were 
becoming of great importance, amounting 
now to £7,750,000, which was 10 per 
cent. on the total expenditure voted by 
the House. The Auditor and Controller 
General was right in recommending that 
these appropriations in aid should be dis- 
tributed in the Appropriation Act. Of 
course, it was not expected that the Go- 
vernment would carry out the change in 
the present measure, but the Treasury 
had carried out the alteration with its 
usual promptitude and efficiency. He 
would only suggest that in future the 
manner in which the figures were pre- 
sented should be altered, so as to show 
the separate items under each head of 
service, 

Mr. HERBERT LEWIS : I desire to 
draw the attention of the House to the 
Vote on the Public Record Office. That 
Office contains a large mass of documents 
relating to Wales, which are uncalen- 
dared and unindexed. At the present 
rate a very long time must elapse before 
the necessary work of calendaring these 
manuscripts has been completed. This 
question is entirely apart and distinct 
from the calendaring of ancient manu- 
scripts in the Welsh language. I have to 
acknowledge the fair and kindly spirit in 
which the Financial Secretary to the 
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Treasury hms met us in regard to that 
branch of the work. All I ask him to do 
now is in any future appointment that 
may be made at the Public Record Office 
to consider the claims of Wales. I am 
informed that neither in the Public 
Record Office nor the British Museum is 
there a single official who knows enough 
Welsh to understand the place names 
and other Welsh words which occur in 
these documents preserved at the Public 
Record Office. Educationists in Wales 
constantly call for the production of a 
good Welsh history. Without dis- 
paraging in any way the efforts of those 
literary Welshmen who have in the past 
written histories of their country, I may 
say that there is at the present time no 
Welsh history written from the modern 
critical standpoint. Only the other day 
one of the most distinguished historiaus 
in the country lamented this fact. He 
said that if he wanted to know the rela- 
tions between Owen Glendower and the 
Pope he knew where to find the 
materials ; if he wanted to know the 


relation of the Welsh Chieftain with 
the King of France he knew where to 
lay his hand upon the necessary informa- 


tion; he could even discover his rela- 
tions with the Spanish pirates; but 
when he came to the relations which 
existed between him and the Court of 
England, he was entirely at a loss for the 
necessary material. I am aware that 
complaints may be justly made from other 
parts of the country as well as from 
Wales with regard to the slowness of 
work at the Record Office, which appears 
to be overcrowded with documents and 
undermanned with officials. But the 
need of Wales is a special need, and a 
good history of Wales cannot possibly be 
forthcoming until the materials to which 
I have referred have been collected 
together and indexed. ‘To show the real 
interest that is taken in this question, I 
may mention that a private Society has 
undertaken the publication of specimens 
of the Ruthin Court Rolls, probably the 
finest set of Court Rolls in existence. 
They throw a flood of light upon the 
social usages of the people during the 
Middle Ages, and yet it has been left for 
a Welsh Society, which contains several 
Members sitting on both sides of this 
House, to undertake the expense and the 
work of publishing these documents. No 
better proof can possibly be given of the 
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practical interest which is taken in the 
matter or of the genuineness of the a; 
that I am now making to the right hon, 
Gentleman. At present we only ask 
him that he will carefully consider 
in any future appointment that 

be made the claims of Wales, and that 
during the Recess, or early next year, he 
will consent to meet a deputation of 
Welsh educationists to consider the 
practical steps to be taken to carry out 
the object they have in view. 

Tue SECRETARY To tue TREA- 
SURY (Sir J. T. Hrssert, Oldham); 
I can assure my hon. Friend that | 
appreciate the friendly spirit in which 
this matter has been brought before the 
House, and I promise to take an early 
opportunity to confer with the Keeper of 
the Record Office on the subject. The 
Welsh Records will, however, have to 
take their turn with other very valuable 
Papers in the Record Office. I hope that 
arrangements will be made which will 
be satisfactory to the hon. Member. 

Mr. LITTLE (Whitehaven) said, he 
desired to call attention to the phrase in 
the Appropriation Bill which sets forth 
that the Commons “cheerfully granted” 
the Supplies for the year. With respect 
to the vast majority of the items dealt 
with in the Bill, he offered no objection to 
them; but he wanted to point out to the 
Government why it was that, as a Liberal 
Member, he objected to the special item 
for the salaries of the officers of the 
House of Lords ? They had had from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
Chief Secretary for Ireland two argu 
ments with respect to this sum for the 
services of the Peers 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order! The 
hon. Gentleman is out of Order. It is 
entirely out of Order to allude to the 
constitution of the House of Lords upon 
the Second Reading of the Appropriation 
Bill, or to any action that the Lords 
have taken with respect to any Bill that 
has been before Parliament. That is an 
ordinary Rule of Parliament. There 
have been previous occasions on which it 
has been held to be out of Order 
make any attack upon the action of the 
other House on the Second Reading of 
this Bill. The hon. Member would be it 
Order if he is prepared to say that the 
number of officers who discharge the 
business of the House of Lords is more 
than sufficient for the purpose, or that 
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the sum with which they are remune- 
rated is more than adequate. No refer- 
ence to the action of the House of Lords 

any Bill that has come before them 
would be in Order. 

Mr. LITTLE: LI think, Sir, if you 
will just remember from the words 
which I have addressed to you at this 
moment 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order ! The 
hon. Gentleman has clearly indicated his 
intention, and I must inform him that he 
is out of Order. 

Mr. LITTLE: Perhaps you will 
allow me to say, Mr. Speaker, that I 
had not referred to any Bill, and did not 
intend to—— 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order! The 
hon. Gentleman had distinetly indicated 
his intention to refer to what had been 
said by Members of the Government 
upon the subject of the House of Lords. 

Mr. LITTLE: I was going to refer, 
Sir, to the fact that the Chief Secretary 
had said that to object to the expenses 
of the House of Lords was a trumpery 
matter. That is the point upon which I 
was going to address the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the very 
point upon which I rule the hon. Gentle- 
man to be out of Order. The right hon. 
Gentleman did not say that these ex- 
penses are trumpery matters. What he 
did say was that this was a trumpery 
case on which to hang a cause so great, 
and that if that grave issue were to be 
raised it should be raised in some more 
proper and constitutional form than 
merely to refuse to grant the salaries of 
the officers of the House of Lords. 

Mr. LITTLE: If you, Sir, rule, as I 
understand you do, that one cannot object 
to these salaries being voted by the House 
of Commons, of course I accept your 
ruling. But as I understood it, Mr. 
Speaker, your objection was to one’s dis- 
eussing the action or policy of the House 
of Lords, and that is what I do not intend 
todo. The point to which I wished to 
draw attention was this—that as a 
Representative of a constituency which 
objects to these expenses for the House 
of Lords being granted by this House, I 
Was prepared to vote against the Appro- 
priation Bill as a whole unless the Go- 
vernment would give a promise that this 
item for the House of Lords would not 
appear in next year’s Appropriation Bill. 

course, Sir, if you rule that I am out 
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of Order, I should not seek to pursue the * 
question. I was not, however, going in 
any way to refer to the House of Lords 
or their policy, but simply to deal with 
the question whether the appropriation 
of money for the House of Lords was a 
desirable object. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member 
cannot move the omission of an item in 
the Appropriation Bill, and therefore he 
is out of Order. 

Mr. LITTLE: I was simply raising 
the question as to whether this item for 
the Lords should appear in the Appro- 
priation Bill at a future time, because, un- 
less the Government will state that it 
shall not, I should be prepared to vote 
against the whole Appropriation Bill. 
If you rule, Sir, that that is out of Order 
T must at once bow to your ruling. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already ex- 
pressed my ruling very distinctly, that 
any allusion to the action of the House 
of Lords on any Bill which has passed 
this House would be entirely out of 
Order. If the hon. Member intends to 
mulet the House of Lords for any action 
they have taken, I repeat that that 
would be entirely out of Order. 

Mr. LITTLE: Then, Sir, I shall 
draw attention to another matter— 
namely, the action of the Government 
with respect to Bills which have passed 
through this House. I wish especially 
in this connection to mention the Em- 
ployers’ Liability Bill, aud to ask the 
Government what steps they intend to 
take. I should like to have from them 
some definite statement as to whether 
they intend to re-introduce an Employers’ 
Liability Bill next Session ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry again 
to come into collision with the hon. 
Member, and to rule that he is out of 
Order. It is not in Order upon the 
Appropriation Bill to refer to any legis- 
lation for next Session. 

*Mr. HUMPHREYS-OWEN (Mont- 
gomeryshire) said, he desired to draw 
attention to the grants for University 
Colleges in Great Britain. He did 
so because he imagined that some 
misconception existed in some part of the 
country as to the extent and nature of 
the work which was done by these Col- 
leges in Wales. There was some sug- 
gestion that the country did not receive 
full value for the £12,000 a year now 
voted for this purpose in Wales. The 
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misconceptions to whieh he referred were 
divided into three. The first was that 
those Colleges situated in Wales were 
not really Welsh Colleges—that was to 
say, that though they attracted a 
certain number of students from Wales 
on the whole their students came from 
other parts of the United Kingdom, and 
that, therefore, these funds to provide 
education might just as well be spent in 
England or in Scotland, as in Wales. As 
he was connected officially with two of the 
three Colleges, and had some knowledge 
of the working of the third, he was able to 
say that that was not the case. There 
were, it was true, a certain number of 
students from England and Scotland, and 
other parts of the United Kingdom in 
these Colleges, but the great preponder- 
ance of students were Welsh. So far as 
it was possible for institutions of higher 
education to be distinctively national, 
they were Welsh Colleges and not 
English, in the same way as the 
Colleges in Edinburgh and Glasgow 
were Scottish institutions, and not Eng- 
lish institutions. In the course of the 


Debates on the Report of the Estimates, 
it was suggested that there was no cer- 


tain information obtainable as to the na- 
tionality of the students in the different 
Colleges, but he was in a position to 
state that at Aberystwith and Bangor, 
eareful Registers were kept, and that 
they showed that the large majority 
of students were Welsh. He had 
not been able to get the actual 
figures for Aberystwith, but those 
for Bangor he had. It appeared from 
them that there had been 513 students 
since the College was founded who were 
either of Welsh parentage or came from 
Wales itself, and only 124 who were 
from England or other parts of the 
Empire ; and he knew that the figures 
of Aberystwith would show a similar, if 
not a larger, proportion of Welsh students. 
Though it would be unnecessary to go 
through a list of those who had profited 
by the teaching of these institutions it 
would be acknowledged that it was 
something to have produced, as Aberyst- 
with had done, the Patronage Secretary 
to the Treasury—whose name he only 
gave as an instance of the men sent 
forth by the Welsh Colleges. And as 
to the number of students in the Welsh 
Colleges, it was said that the number 
was smaller than the number who 
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attended similar es in 

and Scotland. The English Colleges no 
doubt showed a large number of students 
on their books, but these were obtained 
by counting in continuation students and 
extension students. But if these English 
and Scottish Colleges included students 
of that kind, it would be only fair to give 
credit to the Welsh Colleges for students 
who attended in very large numbers 
courses of extension lectures which these 
Colleges had been giving for many years, 
If they took as a real test of the work— 
the University character of the work— 
the numbers of students who attended ag 
day students, they would find that Welsh 
Colleges had no cause whatever to be 
ashamed of their numbers as compared 
with those who attended the English 
Colleges. In England and Scotland~ 
excluding London—the average attend- 
ance of students of that class in the 
Colleges was 355, whereas in Wales 
the corresponding number was 227. If 
they took the population of England and 
Scotland, and compared it with the 
population of Wales, they would see that 
there was a far larger proportion of day 
students attending Welsh Colleges in 
proportion to population than those who 
attended the English Colleges. Then, 
again, taking the other test given in the 
Blue Book of the number of students 
attending two or more courses of lectures 
or attending for more than 125 hours in 
the course of the academical year, he 
found that the average number of 
students, under these figures, were 
in England and Scotland 197, whereas 
the corresponding average in Wales was 
207. That was actually a larger average 
attendance of students taking the longer 
courses in Wales than in Great Britain, 
He was not prejudging the question as to 
the value of extension lectures or, of 
evening lectures, but he was pointing 
out that the proportion of students 
receiving University and higher educa 
tion in the Welsh Colleges excelled 
rather than fell short of the corresponding 
proportion in the Colleges of England and 
Scotland. He excluded London, because 
King’s and University Colleges had been 
working for 60 years, and had the huge 
population of the Metropolis to draw on 
as well as the population of the United 
Kingdom. Notwithstanding that, even 
for London, the figures were not so very 
much greater, so far.as he could judge 
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than those for Wales. Unfortunately 
King’s College did not issue Returns in 
such a form as to show the courses 
taken by the University students, the 
figures for the school and the College 
being lumped together. University 
College, however, gave 770 day students 
and 458 who took three or more courses. 
Then it had been suggested that the Welsh 
Colleges were over-staffed. If efficient 
higher education were to be given a large 
and varied staff of Professors and other 
teachers must be provided in the different 
branches of the various Faculties. Judged 
by that standard the Welsh Colleges were, 
if anything, under rather than over-staffed, 
and the actual amount of work done by the 
Professors and lecturers was very great. 
Then in regard to the proportion taking 
to the total number of University 
students, judged by that test the Welsh 
Colleges and Owen’s College stood far 
and away at the head of the list, the 
proportion for the English and Scotch 
Colleges being 66 per cent., and for the 
Welsh and Owen’s 90 per cent. What 
he had said would be sufficient 
to show the House that at all events 
for this grant the country received 
thorough value for its money. He would 
only add that the incredulity shown as 
to the nature of the work done in the 
Colleges seemed to be a part of the 
general ignorance of Members opposite of 
matters affecting the Principality. On 
behalf of the Welsh Colleges he cordially 
invited those Members who were inte- 
rested in Higher Education to go down to 
visit these Colleges, and they would then 
see for themselves that the work done 
there, both socially and intellectually, was 
at least as good as that done by their 
sister rivals throughout the Kingdom. 
*Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) said, 
he could not let the Debate close without 
making reference to the promises given 
that the claims of the Highland crofters 
would be dealt with. He must protest 
against the treatment of the crofters by 
the Government, and hoped they would 
take an early opportunity of redeeming 
their pledges. He was sorry the Lord 
Advocate was absent, for he desired to 
point out the great need for the appoint- 
ment in the Highlands of Sheriffs, 
Sheriff Substitutes, Sheriff Clerks, and 
Procurators Fiscal, who could speak 
Gaelic. At present many of them had no 
knowledge whatever of that language. 





{23 Aveusr 1894} (Appropriation) Bill. 414 


He should also have been glad to bear ° 
from the Secretary for Scotland whether 
he had made demands on the Treasury 
or Admiralty for increased means to deal 
with trawlers which were causing so 
much destruction to the fisheries on the 
coast of Scotland, and especially in the 
Highlands. Perhaps the Financial Secre- 
tary to the Treasury would state why the 
rates paid by occupants of apartments in 
Royal Palaces only amounted to £1,350, 
the same as last year. The general 
experience was that rates increased—they 
certainly did not diminish ; and he should 
be glad to know why there had been no 
increase in the valuation of the apart- 
ments occupied in the Palaces ? In regard 
to the exemption from rates of houses 
occupied by foreign Representatives, he 
would have no objection to that if our 
Representatives abroad were treated in 
the same way and likewise exempted 
from payment of rates. Thesum expended 
on Royal Parks this year was £90,000, 
and against that the item for sale of 
venison, &c., &c., was only £301. Surely 
there must be something radically wrong. 
Then £3,500 was charged for additional 
furniture, whilst no account was taken 
of the discarded furniture. Some state- 
ment of it should be given. In con- 
clusion, he again expressed a hope that 
the Government would see justice done 
to the Highland crofters. 

*Masor JONES (Carmarthen, &c.) 
wished to impress on the Representative 
of the Board of Trade the importance 
of doing something during the Recess in 
the way of raising the standard of educa- 
tion for master mariners and mates in- 
tending to enter the Merchant Navy. 
In this country they had, for the last 40 
years, been practically marking time— 
certainly they had not been making pro- 
gress like other countries. They were 
really at the foot of the ladder among 
the commercial nations of the world in 
regard to this matter. They could not 
help being pressed by foreign countries 
in the way of bounties and subventions, 
but education was a matter entirely in our 
own control. The right hon. Gentleman 
might do something on the petitions of 
the Shipmasters’ Association, a body 
numbering some 9,000 men. 

Sm W. LAWSON (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth) said, he understood from 
the Speaker's ruling that they could not 
diseuss the action of the House of Lords 





415 Offences on the 


on the Vote of £41,595 for the House of 
Lords’ officers. Would it be in Order to 
move to omit the amount of the Vote ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot move 
to omit an item on the Appropriation 
Bill. The Bill is to appropriate the 
Supplies already granted. If the hon. 
Member thinks that the number of clerks 
in the House of Lords is excessive or 
that their salaries are too high, he would 
be in Order in discussing that. But, as 
I stated before most explicitly, it is a 
common and well-known ruling from the 
Chair that to question any action the 
House of Lords may have taken in 
reference to a Bill or to animadvert on 
the position of that Chamber in the 
Constitution is out of Order on the 
Appropriation Bill. 


Motion agreed to. 


Bill read a second time, and committed 
for To-morrow. 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of the 16th instant, Mr. 
Speaker adjourned the House without 
Question put. 


House adjourned at a quarter 
before Seven o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, 24th August 1894, 


The House met at Twelve of the 
clock. 


QUESTIONS. 


THE ROYAL IRISH CONSTABULARY. 

Mr. KENNEDY (Kildare, N.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland whether his 
attention has been drawn to the small 
proportion of officers, and especially staff 
officers, of the Royal Irish Constabulary 
who are Catholics, as compared with the 
overwhelming Catholic majority of the 
Irish population; whether, in Dublin 
Castle, the Inspector General and three 
assistants are Protestants ; whether, at the 
dept, the commandant, adjutant, riding 
master, medical officer, apothecary, and 
the four company officers are all Pro- 
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testants ; whether the four Divisional] 
Commissioners and seven of the eight 
officers attending on them are also Pro- 
testants; whether 32 out of the 36 
County Inspectors and the Police Inspee- 
tor of Belfast are Protestants, while out 
of 224 District Inspectors of Police ip 
Ireland but 44 are Catholics ; whether 
he is aware that the seven sergeants in 
Dublin Castle and the four clerks in the 
commandant’s office receiving extra 
are also Protestants ; and will he take 
steps during the Recess to revise the 
present system of appointment in the 
Royal Irish Constabulary ? 

Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
IRELAND (Mr. J. Morty, New- 
castle-upon-Tyne): The statements in 
this question are generally correct. I 
understand that two Roman Catholic Dis- 
trict Inspectors have recently passed the 
examination for the position of County 
Inspector, and will be the next to receive 
promotion to the latter rank. Of the 
224 District Inspectors 45 are Roman 
Catholics. I may also observe that the 
Deputy Inspector General is a Catholie, 
and that four of the depét officers are of 
thesame religion. Of the nine sergeants 
employed in the Constabulary office who 
receive extra pay three are Catholics. It 
is true, no doubt, that the proportion of 
Catholics in the higher ranks of the 
Force is small, aud I may say I have 
already given some attention to the 
matter, which is one not free from much 
difficulty. I shall look into the ques- 
tion again during the Recess, and see 
whether any modification of the existing 
arrangements is practicable. 


OFFENCES ON THE HIGH SEAS. 

Mr. TANKERVILLE CHAMBER- 
LAYNE (Southampton) : I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for the Home De- 
partment whether he will consider the 
advisability of proposing some alteration 
of the law whereby the ratepayers at sea- 
port. towns are made responsible for the 
cost of prosecuting persons charged with 
offences committed on the high seas whe 
happened to be landed there ? 

Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. 
AsquitH, Fife, E.) : I am aware of some 
difficulty arising from the cause mentioned 
in the hon. Member’s question, I 
look into the matter, and consult the 
Treasury. 
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FLOATING DERELICTS. 

Mr. MACDONA (Southwark, 
Rotherhithe) : I beg to ask the President 
of the Board of Trade whether the Re- 
a of the Board of Trade and Admiralty 

ommission on Floating Derelicts will 
be published during the Recess and dis- 
tributed to Members ? 

Tue PRESIDENT or toe BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. Bryce, Aberdeen, S.): 
Yes, Sir ; this Report will be presented 
either to-day or to-morrow in dummy 
form in order that it may be distributed 
during the Recess. 


PRIVATE POST-CARDS. 

Mr. BENSON (Oxfordshire, Wood- 
stock): I beg to ask the Postmaster 
General whether his attention has been 
called to a letter by the hon. Member for 
Canterbury in The Times of yesterday ; 
and whether it is the fact, as alleged in 
that letter, that the late Mr. Faweett, as 
Postmaster General, was opposed to the 
proposal to allow the public to use 
private cards of their own as post-cards by 
putting halfpenny stamps on them ? 


*THe POSTMASTER GENERAL 
(Mr. A. Morey, Nottingham, E.) : My 
attention has been called to the letter 
referred to. I stated in the House 
during the discussion of the Post Office 
Estimates that Mr. Fawcett and every 
subsequent Postmaster General had been 
favourable to the proposal that the public 
should be allowed to use their own cards, 
with halfpenny stamps attached, as post- 
cards. Mr. Faweett stated in the House 
of Commons on the 17th of July, 1882, 
that he was glad to say that he thought 
the difficulties in the way of allowing 
cards to be sent as post-cards with 
adhesive stamps could be got over, and, 
from documents I have seen in the De- 
partment, I am able to state that he was 
personally favourable to the proposal. 
No doubt he and other Postmasters 
General, in consequence of difficulties 
and objections for which neither they 
nor their Department, were responsible, 
have stated, when speaking of the Go- 
vernments of which they were Members, 
that they were unable to carry out the 

nge. 
Mr. HENNIKER HEATON (Can- 
terbury): I think that I have some 
reason to complain of the hon. Member 
putting the question down in the way he 
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has, because it is not strictly accurate. I 
have not alleged anything of the kind. 
With the permission of the House I will 
read a letter sent to me by the late Mr. 
Raikes. 

Mr. BENSON : I beg to withdraw any 
imputation that I may have made upon 
the hon. Gentleman. 

Mr. HENNIKER HEATON: Yes; 
but I must explain it now. The letter I 
received from Mr. Raikes was as 
follows :— 

« August 10th, 1889. 

“Dear Sir,--I am desired by Mr. Raikes to 
acknowledge the receipt of your post-card as to 
the question of permitting the public to affix 
stamps to their own post-cards, stating that he 
had given you reason to hope that he would 
grant permission to do so, and asking when he 
would be able to make an announcement on the 
subject. Mr. Raikes thinks that this impression 
must be due to some misapprehension, and 
desires me to call your attention to his answer 
to your question on that subject of November 
20th, 1888, in which he stated that the proposal 
had been carefully considered by Mr. Fawcett 
and not deemed expedient. Consideration has 
been given as promised to the question, but no 
variation to the existing system has been sug- 
gested which could be advantageously adopted. 
For further answer he desires me to refer you 
to his replies to questions on this subject put by 
Mr. Cochrane Baillie in the the House of Com- 
mons on June 27th and July 18th, in the former 
of which he stated that he could not hold out 
any expectation that it would be possible to 
adopt the suggestion. 

“Tam, yours faithfully, 

GrorGr C. HERBERT.” 
In the report in Hansard, iv 1888, the 
Postmaster General said, in reply to a 
question put by me, that the question of 
allowing ordinary cards bearing a half- 
penny postage stamp to pass as post- 
cards was carefully considered by the 
late Mr. Fawcett, and that it was not 
then deemed expedient to sanction such 
an arrangement. In the following year 
in another answer, the right hon. Gentle- 
man said there would be the greatest 
difficulty 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! I 
think the hon. Gentleman is travelling 
rather outside a personal explanation. I 
do not understand that the allegation of 
the hon. Member for Woodstock is a 
very serious one, and the hon. Member is 
not entitled to go into the whole circum- 
stances, 

Mr. HENNIKER HEATON : Then 
I will ask the Postmaster General whe- 
ther his predecessor stated that it was 
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impossible to introduce the new Regula- 
tion without serious loss ? 

Mr. A. MORLEY: I believe that it 
is correct that Mr. Raikes, in the letter 
of August 10, refers to a statement that 
he made on July 18, stating that he 
could not hold out any hope that it would 
be possible to adopt the proposed altera- 
tion. All I have to say is that I am 
very glad that the present Government 
have been able to do what Mr. Raikes— 
not because he was disinclined to do it 
himself, but on account of the views of 
the Treasury—said was impossible. 


WAGES ON THE CROWN FARM AT 
SHIMPLING, 

Mr. EVERETT (Suffolk, Wood- 
bridge): I beg to ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether he will endeavour 
to assure that when ordinary work is re- 
sumed after harvest on the Crown Farm, 
at Shimpling, Suffolk, wages shall be 
raised to 12s. a week in the case of all 
able-bodied men, and this without wait- 
ing for them to ask it? I beg, further, 
to inquire whether the right hon. Gen- 
tleman is aware that the wages of the 
labourers on this farm—the men not 
being herdsmen or stockmer—is only 
10s. a week, and that they have applied 
to the bailiff for an increase, but been 
unable to obtain it ? 

Tue SECRETARY to rue TREA- 
SURY (Sir J. T. Hissert, Oldham) : 
I have no doubt that the fact as 
stated by my hon. Friend is correct, 
but I am informed that they have not 
made any application for an increase. 
Iam sorry I cannot assent to the pro- 
posal contained in the question. It 
would be irregular for me to give a 
pledge of the kind referred to in the 
absence of an application from the men 
concerned, who should, if they have any 
eomplaint, address the Commissioner of 
‘Woods and Forests in the regular 
manner. 

Mr. EVERETT: The men assure 
me that they did make an application to 
the bailiff. 


*Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) in- 
quired whether, if the men ask for an 
advance, care will be taken that they 
are not dismissed for so doing ? 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT: I hope so; I 
shall do all in a power to prevent it. 


Mr. A.C, MORTON (Peterborough): 
What is the meaning of a “ Crown farm 
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at Shimpling,” and is it the fact that the 
Government are carrying on a farmi 
business there, and sweating the poor 
labourers ? 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT : This is a farm 
which the Crown has not been able to 
let. If my hon, Friend can find us 9 
tenant for it we shall be very glad. 

Mr. A.C. MORTON: As that offer 
has been made, perhaps my right hon, 
Friend will tell me what is the rent ? 

Sir J. T. HIBBERT: I do not 


know. 


THE SCOTCH COAL STRIKE. 

Mr. PAUL (Edinburgh, S.): May I 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he can give the House any in- 
formation as to the present position of 
the dispute in the Scotch coal trade, and 
whether he has intervened ? 

Mr. BRYCE: The Board of Trade 
have not intervened because they have 
not found that any fitting opportunity 
has arisen at which its intervention would 
be likely to accelerate a settlement of the 
dispute. I have, of course, information 
regarding the present position, but I am 
sorry to say that none of it is such as 
would be, in my judgment, likely to have 
a good effect if communicated to the 
House at this moment. I may, how- 
ever, express my earnest hope that the 
masters will take the earliest opportunity 
of meeting the men with the view of 
discussing the best means—fair to both 
parties—of putting an end to a dispute 
which is causing such widespread dis- 
tress. 


THE WAR IN COREA. 

Sm E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield, Ecclesall) : I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether, in view of the import- 
ance of British interests involved, Her 
Majesty’s Government intend to increase 
the strength of the British squadron in 
Corean waters ? 

THe UNDER SECRETARY oF 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(Sir E. Grey, Northumberland, Ber 
wick): I have received no notice of the 
question, which it is therefore —o 
to answer with precision. The Foreiga 
Office have no reason to suppose that the 
squadron is at all insufficient, or that any 
opinion to that effect has been exp’ 
by the authorities on the spot. 
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Sr E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT : 
I sent the notice to the Foreign Office. 
May I ask whether the Under Secretary 
nas avy information as to the statements 
jn to-day’s papers to the effect that a 
t European Power is sending eight 
further vessels to Corean waters ? 
Sir E. GREY : I have not yet seen 
the statement in the papers. 


GERMAN CHISELS, 
CotoneEL HOWARD VINCENT : I 
to ask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether he will give the names of 
the consignees of the 6,000 German 
chisels recently seized at Leith, fraudu- 
lently marked as English goods, having 
regard to the strong presumption that 
they were so marked by order of the im- 
porters ? 

Mr. BRYCE : Having communicated 
with the Commissioners of Customs, they 
inform me that they do not desire to 
give the names of the consiguees of the 
chisels. It would be undesirable, in the 
absence of evidence that the consignees 
were parties to the fraud, to publish 
their names. 

Coroner. HOWARD VINCENT : 
Am I not justified in stating that no 
Sheffield firm was concerned in this con- 


traband importation ? 
Mr. BRYCE: I have no information 
whatever on the point. 


PAUPER SCHOOLS INQUIRY. 

Si C. W. DILKE (Gloucester, 
Forest of Dean): I beg to ask the 
President of the Local Government 
Board whether the list purporting to 
contain the names of the Committee 
appointed by the Local Government 
Board to inquire into the management 
of pauper schools, published _ this 
morning, is correct ? 

Tae PRESIDENT or tas LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Saaw- 
Lerevre, Bradford, Central) : The list 
in the papers to-day is correct as far as it 
goes, but it is not complete. It will, 
therefore, be convenient if I state all the 
names of the Committee. They are :— 
Mr. Mundella (Chairman), Sir John 
Gorst, Mr. Lyulph Stanley, Mrs. 
Barnett (wife of Canon Barnett), Rev. 
Brook Lambert (Rector of Greenwich), 
Dr. Russell Reynolds (President of the 
Royal College of Physicians), and Mr. 
W. Vallance (clerk of the Whitechapel 
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Board of Guardians). The following are 
the terms of Reference :— 

“To inquire into the existing systems for the 
maintenance and education of children under 
the charge of Managers of District Schools 
and Boards of Guardians in the Metropolis, and 
to advise as to any changes that may be 
desirable.” 


BOARD SCHOOL LESSONS ON DRINK, 

Sir W. LAWSON (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth) asked whether the Halifax , 
School Board contemplated the delivery 
of a course of lectures to children on the 
injurious effects of alcohol, and whether 
an application had been made by the 
Federated Brewers’ Association, asking 
to be allowed to provide an able lecturer 
on the same subject, so that any incorrect 
statements promulgated by the first 
lecturer might be corrected ? He wished 
to know whether the School Board 
would be allowed to arrange for the 
delivery of lectures of that description ? 

Tue VICE PRESIDENT or THE 
COUNCIL (Mr. Actanp, York, W.R., 
Rotherham): I have no doubt that 
teaching on the subject of drink is 
allowed in schools under the innocent 
heading “Food and Drinks” in the 
syllabus on health, but I have not heard 
of any effort being made in the direction 
indicated. I imagine that the Halifax 
School Board will be able to look after 
itself in this matter. 


H.M.S. “ BENBOW.” 

Mr. MACDONA (Southwark, Ro- 
therhithe) : I beg to ask the Secretary to 
the Admiralty whether, inasmuch as he 
cannot give the Benbow frigate as a 
place of rest and recreation for the water- 
men, lightermen, and seamen of the 
Thames, he will consider whether, when 
the sale of the other old ships takes 
place shortly, it would be within the 
scope of his power to give some one of 
these disused vessels that possibly may 
not find a purchaser to be used for the 
above-named purpose ? 

Tae SECRETARY to tae ADMI- 
RALTY (Sir U. Kay-SHutTLeworta, 
Lancashire, Clitheroe) : 1 informed the 
hou. Gentleman the other day that the 
Benbow is quite unfit for the purpose 
which his question suggested. I fear 
that the same objection applies to the 
other ships which are the property of the 
Admiralty, and are about to be adver- 
tised for sale. But I have given diree- 
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tions that a copy of the sale list shall be 
sent, as soon as it is finally settled, to the 
hon. Member, and if he will watch the 
sale or make any other inquiries, he will 
be able to decide whether he agrees in 
the opinion which I have expressed on 


behalf of the Admiralty. 


TRADE ARRANGEMENTS 
COLONIES. 
Sir C. W. DILKE asked the Under 
‘Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs if. 
in view of the strong feeling in New 
South Wales in regard to Treaty arrange- 
ments affecting colonial trade, he could 
state what action would be taken on the 
opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown ? 
Str E. GREY: We are now in com- 
munication with the Colonial Office, but 
I shall not be able to announce a decision 
before the House rises for the Recess. 


WITH THE 


A QUESTION OF PROCEDURE. 

Mr. A.C. MORTON (Peterborough): 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary for Ire- 
land whether it is intended to give us an 
opportunity to obtain replies from Minis- 
ters to questions which we put to-day, 
but got no answer to ? 

Mr. J. MORLEY : I am afraid there 
will be no opportunity to-day. 

*Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) : 
There are several points on which I 
wanted informativn, and could not get 
it because of the absence of Ministers. 

Mr. J. MORLEY : The hon. Member 
has had many opportunities of extracting 
information ; probably he will be able to 
survive this last blow. 

Mr. A. C. MORTON: Then I will 
ask you, Mr. Speaker, if we can have 
any opportunity of raising these ques- 
tions in the Committee on the Appropria- 
tion Bill ? 

Mr. SPEAKER : In Committee you 
ean deal with nothing except Appropria- 
tion, I imagine. Of course, I am not in 
a position to answer that question. The 
better plan will be to elicit the informa- 
tion from the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 
COMMITTEE, 
Bill considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
Mr. A. C. MORTON: May I ask 
whether we have any opportunity in 
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Committee on this Bill of raising any 

questions at all concerning the Appropria- 

tion ? 
Tue CHAIRMAN : Certainly not, 


Bill reported, without Amendment ; to 
be read the third time To-morrow. 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of the 16th instant, Mr, 
Speaker adjourned the House without 
Question put. 


House adjourned at half after 
Twelve o'clock, 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 


Saturday, 25th August 1894. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 

Brought from the Commons ; Read I*; 
Then (Standing Order, No. XXXIX, 
having been suspended) read 2*; Com- 
mittee negatived; Bill read 3°, and 
passed. 


House adjourned during pleasure. 


House resumed. 


PROROGATION OF THE PARLIAMENT. 

The Lorps Commiss1onERs—namely, 
The Lorp CHancetLor (Lord Her 
schell) ; The Secretary of State for 
Foreign Arrairs (The Earl of Kim 
berley); The Lorp Srewarp of the 
HovusEHOLD (The Marquess of Breadal- 
bane); The Lorp CHAMBERLAIN of the 
HouseHoLp (Lord Carrington); The 
TREASURER of the HousEnoxp (The 
Earl of Chesterfield)—being in their 
Robes, and seated on a Form placed be 
tween the Throne and the Woolsack, 
commanded the Yeoman Usher of the 
Black Rod (Captain Butler) to let the 
Commons know, “The Lords Commis 
sioners desire their immediate Attendance 
in this House to hear the Commission 
read.” 


Who being at the Bar, with their 
Speaker ;— 
COMMISSION. 


The following Bills received the Royal 
Assent :— ve 
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. Consolidated Fund (Appropriation). 

Uniforms. 

Chimney Sweepers. 

Quarries. 

Copyhold (Consolidation). 

Coal Mines (Check Weigher). 

Crown Lands. 

Heritable Securities (Scotland). 

Statute Law Revision. 

Equalisation of Rates (London). 

Housing of the Working Classes 
(Borrowing Powers). 

Merchant Shipping. 

Congested Districts Board (Ireland). 

Juries (Ireland) Acts Amendment. 

Expiring Laws Continuance. 

Railway and Canal Traffic. 

Diseases of Animals. 

Local Government (Scotland). 

Building Societies (No. 2). 

Canal Tolls and Charges Provisional 
Order (No. 4) (Birmingham Canal). 

Canal Tolls and Charges Provisional 
Order (No. 6) (River Lee, &c.). 


Canal Tolls and Charges Provisional 
Order (No. 10) (Lagan, &c., Canals). 


After which, 


Tate LORD CHANCELLOR said— 
“We are commanded to deliver to you 
Her Majesty’s Speech in Her Majesty’s 
own words.” 

“ My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

lt affords me sensible gratification to be able 

to dismiss you at the end of a Session which 
has been little less than a prolongation of the 
previous one ; and it gives ee, ma ae Nn 
that your labours, if they have been exhausting, 
have also been fruitful. 
_ 1am confident that you will share in the 
joy with which I and my people have wel- 
comed the birth of an Heir in the third genera- 
tion to my Throne; an event not merely pro- 
pitious, but unprecedented in the history of 
this country. 

My relations with Foreign Powers continue 
to be friendly and peaceful. 

It is, however, matter for regret that a 
variety of questions relating to Africa between 
my Government and that of the French Re- 
public still remain unsettled. 

It is my wish that these should be arranged 
without unnecessary delay ; and I am engaged 
in friendly negotiations with that object. 

The state of affairs in Siam continues to 
engage my earnest attention. The welfare of 
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that Kingdom, in which the interests of British 
trade are so preponderating, cannot be a matter 
of indifference to my Government, I trust that 
the final settlement of questions arising out of 
the recent Treaty between France and Siam 
may not much lo be delayed, and, in the 
meantime, I cn Becaed Commissioners, in 
pare epee — aay of France, to lay down 
on the spot t roper limits of a neu on 
in the Seighbeatined of the Mekong, which 
shall separate my dominions from those of the 
French Republic. 

In concert with the President of the United 
States I have taken the steps necessary to give 


effect to the Award of the Tribunal of Arhitra- 
tion on the question of the Seal Fisheries in the 
Behring Sea ; and I have assented to an Act of 

. Asimilar Act has 
mgress of the United 


Parliament for this pu 
been passed by the 
States. 

The Governments of the two countries are 
also in communication with the principal 
foreign Powers with the view of obtaining their 
adhesion to the Regulations prescribed by the 
Award. 

I regret to state that war has broken out be- 
tween the Empires of China and Japan. After 
endeavouring, in concert with Russia and with 
other Powers, to prevent the outbreak of 
hostilities, I have taken steps to preserve my 
strict neutrality between the contending 
parties. 

I have concluded a Treaty with the Emperor 
of Japan for the regulation of commercial inter- 
course between that country and the United 
Kingdom. 

A conferenee was held at Ottawa in the 
month of June last, at which Representatives 
of the Imperial Government, the Dominion of 
Canada, the Cape, an” the Australasian 
Colonies met to consider questions relating to 
Intercolonial Tariffs and Communications. 

I have learnt with satisfaction that the pro- 
ceedings of the Conference were of a 
to strengthen the union of the Colonies con- 
cerned, both among themselves and with the 
mother-country. 


“ Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

I thank you for the liberal supplies which 
you have provided for the requirements of the 
Public Service. 

Though I lament the necessity for increasing 
the burden of taxation, it had become indispen- 
sable for the security of my Empire to increase 
my naval strength. 

I trust that the alterations which you have 
made in the fiscal system of the country, and 
to which the greatest part of this Session has 
been necessarily devoted, will have the effect of 
materially alleviating that portion of the 
burden which falls upon the less wealthy 
classes of the population, and may redound to 
the contentment and prosperity of the nation 
at large. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

While the general tranquillity of Ireland has 
been maintained in a remarkable d certain 
social and administrative difficulties still sub- 
sist, which continue to engage the earnest 
attention of my Government. 


S 
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Ihave given my ready assent to the Bills| 
“which, notwithstanding the shortness of the 
Session; you have been able to consider and’ 
mature. 


The measure dealing with the system of 
Local Government in Scotland will, I doubt 
not, tend to reorganise that system on a more 
popular and more efficient basis. 

You have also passed a beneficial measure for 
the better adjustment of the Rates levied by the 
several Local Authorities in London. 


A large number of Bills of substantial import- 
ance have been passed, among which I would 
mention that for the amendment of the law 
relating to Railway Rates and Charges, and 
that for the better regulation of Building 
Societies. 

_In bidding you farewell, I pray that the bless- 
ing of Providence may rest upon all your 
labours.” 

Then a Commission for proroguing the 
Parliament was read. 

After which, 

Tue LORD CHANCELLOR said— 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

_ By virtue of Her Majesty’s Commis- 
sion, under the Great Seal, to us and 
other Lords directed, and now read, we 
do, in Her Majesty’s Name, and in 
obedience to Her Commands, prorogue 
this Parliament to Saturday the Tenth 
day of November next, to be then here 
holden ; and this Parliament is accord- 
ingly prorogued to Saturday the Tenth 
day of November next. 


Serene VV 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Saturday, 25th August 1894. 


The House met at Nine of the clock. 


NEW WRIT ISSUED. 
For Kilkenny County (Southern Divi- 
‘sion), v. Patrick Alexander Chance, 


{COMMONS} 
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esquire, Chiltern 
0’ Driscoll.) 
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Hundreds, — (Mr, 


CONSOLIDATED FUND (APPROPRIA. 
TION) BILL. 


Read the third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 
That they have agreed to,— 
Consolidated Fund (Appropriation) 

Bill :-— 
Amendment to Amendments to— 


Local Government (Scotland) Bill, 
without Amendment. 


PROBOGATION OF THE PARLIAMENT, 

Message to attend the Lords Com- 
missioners ;— 

The House went; and the Ro 
Assent was given to several Bills.—[ 
page 425.] 

And afterwards Her Majesty’s Most 
Gracious Speech was delivered to both 
Houses of Parliament by the Lorp Hics 
CHANCELLOR (in pursuance of Her 
Majesty’s Cobian). 

Then a Commission for proroguing 
the Parliament was read. 


After which, 
Tue LORD CHANCELLOR said— 
My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

By virtue of Her Majesty's Commis- 
sion, under the Great Seal, to us and 
other Lords directed, and now read, we 
do, in Her Majesty’s Name, and ia 
obedience to Her Commands, prorogue 
this Parliament to Saturday the Tenth 
day of November next, to be then here 
holden ; and this Parliament is accor 
ingly prorogued to Saturday the Tenth 
day of November next. 
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1,4 N Act to apply certain sums out of the 
A Consolidated Fund to the service of 
the years ending on the thirty-first day of 
March one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-three, one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-four, and one thousand eight 


hundred and ninety-five. 
Fund (No. 1).) 

2. An Act to provide for carrying into effect 
the Award of the Tribunal of Arbitration 
constituted under a Treaty between Her 
Majesty the Queen and the United States of 
America. (Behring Sea Award.) 

3, An Act to provide, during twelve months, 
for the Discipline and Regulation of the 
Army. (Army (Annual).) 

4. An Act to authorise an advance out of the 

Fund of monies belonging to the 
suitors of the Supreme Court in Ireland for 
the a oa of the Library used by the Bar 
of Ireland at the Four Courts, Dublin. 
(Four Courts Library.) 

5, An Act to provide for the establishment of 
a County Councils Association in Scotland, 
and to enable County Councils to contribute 
to the Expenses of the Association. (County 
Councils Association (Scotland) Expenses.) 


6. An Act for amending the Law with respect 
to the Time for holding Quarter Sessions. 
(Quarter Sessions.) 
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7. An Act to apply a sum out of the Consoli- 
dated Fund to the service of the year ending 
on the thirty-first day of March one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-five. 
(Consolidated Fund (No. 2).) 


8. An Act to amend the Industrial and 
Provident Societies Act, 1893, in so far as 
it relates to the Island of Jersey. (Industrial 
and Provident Societies.) 


9. An Act to amend the provisions of the 
Solicitors Act, 1877, relating to the Exami- 
nation of Persons applying to be admitted 
Solicitors of the Sapa Dom in England. 
(Solicitors. ) 


10. An Act to amend the Trustee Act, 1893. 


(Trustee Act, 1893, Amendment.) 


11. An Act to grant Money for the purpose of 


certain Local Loans, and for other purposes 
relating to Local Loans. (Public Works 
Loans.) - 


12. An Act to enable Indian Railway Companies 


to pay Interest out of Capital during con- 
struction. (Indian Railways.) 


13. An Act to amend the Law of Arbitration in 


Scotland. (Arbitration (Scotland).) 


14. An Act to extend the powers of the Fishery 


Board for Scotland in relation to Harbours 
and Piers. (Fishery Board (Scotland) 
Extension of Powers.) 


T 
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15, An Act to amend the Law as regards Music 
and Dancing Licences in Middlesex. (Music 
and Dancing Licences (Middlesex).) 


16. An Act to amend the Supreme Court of 
Judicature Acts. (Supreme Court of 
Judicature (Procedure).) 

17. An Act to regulate the conditions as to 
Leave of Absence for certain . Colonial 
Officers. (Colonial Officers’ (Leave of 
Absence).) 

18. An Act to amend the Burgh Police (Scot- 
land) Act, 1892. (Burgh Police (Scotland) 
Act, 1892, Amendment.) 


19. An Act for enabling the Board of Agricul- 
ture to undertake Prosecutions in certain 
cases under the Merchandise Marks Act, 
1887. (Merchandise Marks (Prosecutions).) 


20. An Act to amend the Public Libraries 
Consolidation (Scotland) Act, 1887. (Public 
Libraries (Scotland).) 

21. An Act to amend the Bishopric of Bristol 
Act, 1884. (Bishopric of Bristol Amend- 
ment.) 


22. An Act to enable Police Constables to 
cause horses and certain other animals when 
mortally or seriously injured to be slaugh- 
tered. (Injured Animals.) 


23. An Act to amend the Commissioners of 
Works Act, 1852, and for other purposes 
Telating to the Commissioners of Works. 
(Commissioners of Works.) 


24, An Act to amend the Wild Birds Protection 
Act, 1880, (Wild Birds Protection.) 


25. An Act to empower Boards of Guardians to 
grant Relief to Members of Friendly Societies 
in Receipt of any Allowances from the same. 
(Outdoor Relief Friendly Societies.) 


26. An Act to extend the Powers of Local 
Fisheries Committees with respect to Fisheries 
for Shell Fish. (Sea Fisheries (Shell Fish) 
Regulation.) 

27. An Act toamend the Law for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children. (Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children (Amendment),) 


28. An Act for providing for notice of and 
inquiry into accidents occurring in certain 
Employments and Industries. (Notice of 
Accidents.) 


29. An Act to apply a sum out of the Consoli- 
dated Fund to the service of the year endin 
on the thirty-first day of March one honeiaa 
eight hundred and ninety-five. (Consolidated 
Fund (No. 3).) 

30. An Act to grant certain Duties of Customs 
and Inland Revenue, to alter other Duties, 
and toamend the Law relating to Customs 
and Inland Revenue, and to make other pro- 
vision for the financial arfangements of the 
year. (Finance.) 

31. An Act for authorising the Treasury to 
indemnify the Bank of England with respect 
to the Transfer of Consolidated Bank Annui- 
ties standing in the name of the late Sultan 
of Zanzibar. (Zanzibar Indemnity.) 

32. An Act to accelerate the Registration of 
Parochial Electors in England and Wales in 
the present year. (Registration Acceleration.) 
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838. An Act to further amend the Industrial 
Schools Act, 1866. (Industrial Schools Acts 
Amendment.) 


34. An Act to provide for the purchase of 
certain Lands belonging to the Duke of 
Bedford by the Trustees of the British 
Museum. (British Museum (Purchase of 
Land).) t 

35. An Act to amend the Charitable Trusts 
Acts. (Charitable Trusts (Places of Religious 
Worship) Amendment.) 

36. An Act to amend the Valuation of Lands 
(Scotland) Acts in regard to the duties of the 
Assessor of Railways and Canals. (Valuation 
of Lands (Scotland) Acts Amendment.) 


37. An Act for removal of the Restrictions on 
the use of Locomotive Engines for 
purposes.’ (Locomotive Threshing Engines.) 

38. An Act to amend the Public Libraries 
(Ireland) Acts. (Public Libraries (Ireland),) 

89. An Act to make further provision for the 
establishment of Prize Courts, and for other 
purposes connected therewith. (Prize Courts.) 

40. An Act to provide for the attendance of 
Assessors at the trial and hearing of Maritime 
Causes in the Court of Session and Sheriff 
Courts ‘in Scotland, and in Appeals to the 
House of Lords. (Nautical Assessors (Scot- 
land).) 

41. An Act to consolidate the Acts relating to 
the Prevention of Cruelty to, and Protection 
of, Children. (Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children.) 


42. An Act to provide for the better regulation 
of Quarri¢s. (Quarries.) 

43. An Act toamend the Law relating to the 
Management of the Woods, Forests, and Land 
Revenues of the Crown. (Crown Lands.) 

44. An Act to amend the Law relating to 
Heritable Securities in Scotland. (Heritable 
Securities (Scotland).) 

45. An Act to regulate and restrict the w 
of Naval and Military Uniforms. (Uniforms. 

46. An Act to consolidate the Copyhold Acts, 
(Copyhold.) 

47. An Act to amend the Building Societies 
Acts. (Building Societies.) 

48. An Act to continue various Expiring Laws. 
(Expiring Laws Continuance.) 

49. An Act to amend the Juries (Ireland) Acts. 
(Jurors (Ireland) Amendment.) 

50. An Act to make further provision with re 
spect to the Congested Districts Board for 
Ireland. (Congested Districts Board (Ire 
land).) 


51. An Act to make better provision for the 
Regulation of Chimney Sweepers. (Chimney 
Sweepers.) 

52. An Act to amend the provisions of the Coal 


Jation Act, 1887, with respect to 


Mines 
eighers. (Coal Mines (Check 


Check 
Weigher).) 
53. An Act to make better provision for the 
Equalisation of Rates as between the different 
yy London. (London (Equalisation of 
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54. An Act to amend the Railway and Canal 
Traffic Act, 1888. (Railway and Canal Traffic.) 


55. An Act to explain the provisions of Part II. 
of the Housing of the Working Classes Act, 
1890, with respect to powers of borrowing. 

(Housing of the Working Classes.) 

56, An Act for further promoting the Revision 
of the Statute Law by repealing Enactments 
which have ceased to be in force or have 
become unnecessary. (Statute Law Revision.) 


67. An Act to consolidate the Con us 
Diseases (Animals) Acts, 1878 to 1893. 





(Diseases of Animals.) 
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58. An Act to establish a Local Government 
Board for Scotland, and make further pro- 
vision for Local Government in Scotland, 
and for other purposes. (Local Government 
(Scotland).) 


59. An Act to apply a sum out of the Consoli- 
dated Fund to the service of the year ending 
on the thirty-first day of March one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-five, and to appro- 
= the Supplies granted in this Session of 

arliament, (Appropriation.) 


60. An Act to consolidate Enactments relating 
to Merchant Shipping. (Merchant Shipping.) 
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i. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order made 
by the Secretary for Scotland, in pursuance 
of the Burgh Police (Scotland) Act, 1892, 
to increase the number of Magistrates in the 
Royal Burgh of North Berwick. (North 
Berwick Provisional Order Confirmation.) 


ii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order made 
by the Local Government Board for Ireland 
under the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, 
relating to the Town of Belturbet. (Local 
Government Board (Ireland) Provisional 
Order Confirmation (No. 2).) 


iii, An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of Waterford. (Local Government 
Board (ireland) Provisional Order Con- 
firmation (No. 3).) 

xvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the General Pier and Harbour Act, 186], 
relating to Bangor, Dartmouth, Little- 
hampton, and Seaford. (Pier and Harbour 
Orders Confirmation (No. 1).) 


xvii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order of 
the Local Government Board under the 
Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890, 
relating to the Urban Sanitary District of 
Portsmouth. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Order Confirmation (Housing of 
Working Classes).) 

xviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary 
District of Lisburn. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confir- 
mation (No. 4).) 





xix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Liversedge and Mirfield and 
the Stroud Joint Hospital Districts. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders 
Confirmation.) 


xx. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Urban Sanitary Districts of 
Accrington, Ashton-under-Lyne, Berwick- 
upon-T weed, Bolton, Hexham, Knaresborough 
and Tentergate, Llandilo, Merthyr Tydfil, 
Penrith, Southport, Wallasey, Widnes, and 
Workington. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 


xxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Urban Sanitary Districts of 
Bristol, Dover, Henley-upon-Thames, Idle, 
Nottingham, Padiham and Hapton, Tunbridge 
Wells, and Wells (Somerset). (Local Govern- 
ment Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 3).) 


xxii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government 
relating to the Urban Sanitary Districts of 
Baildon, Burnley, Burton - upon - Trent, 
Leicester, Margate, Norwich, and Wigan, and 
the Port of Cardiff. (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 4).) 


xxiii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government 
relating to the Urban Sanitary Districts 
of Bristol, Heckmondwike, Southampton, 
Sowerby Bridge, and Stockport. — 
Government Board’s Provisional 
Confirmation (No. 6).) 
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xxiv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of Strabane. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 8).) 

xxxv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board 
for Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of Tullamore. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Con- 
firmation (No. 6).) 

xxxvi. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of Roscrea. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Con- 
firmation (No. 7).) 

xxxvii. An Act to confirm two Provisional 
Orders made by the Local Government 
Board for Ireland under the Housing of the 
Working Classes Act, 1890, and the Public 
Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, relating to the 
Urban Sanitary District of Dublin. (Local 
Government Board (Ireland) Provisional 


Orders Confirmation (No. 9).) 


xxxviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 
1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary District 

Larne. (Local Government Board (lre- 


land) Provisional Order 
(No. 10).) 

xxxix. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Treland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary 
District of Clones. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 11).) 

xl, An Act to confirm a Provisional Order made 
by the Local Government Board for Ireland 
under the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, 
relating to the Rural Sanitary District of 
Coleraine. (Local Government Board (Ire- 
=) Provisional Order Confirmation (No. 

xli. An Act to confirma Provisional Order made 
by the Secretary for Scotland under the 
Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1867, relating 
to Wemyss, and Buckhaven Methil and In- 
nerleven Water. (Wemyss, and Buckhaven 
Methil and Innerleven Water Supply Con- 
firmation.) 


alii, An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secre- 
taries of State under the Metropolitan Police 
Act, 1886, relating to lands in the Parishes 
of St. Pancras, and St. Giles, Camberwell. 
(Metropolitan Police Provisional Order Con- 
tion.) 
alii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order of 
the Board of Agriculture relating to the Re- 
gulation of certain Commons in Borough 
of Luton in the County of Bedford. (Commons 
ion (Luton) Provisional Order Con- 
firmation.) 


Confirmation 





xliv, An Act to confirm a Provisional Order of 


the Local Government Board under the Gas 
and Water Works Facilities Act, 1870, and 
the Public Health Act, 1875, relating to the 
Urban Sanitary District of Wo 6 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional Order 
Confirmation (Gas).) 


xlv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


Orders of the Local Government Board under 
the Housing of the Working Classes Act, 
1890, relating tothe Urban Sanitary Districts 
of Sheffield, Sunderland, and Wigan. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (Housing of Working Classes) 
(No. 2).) 


xlvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Urban Sanitary Districts of 
Bredbury and Romiley, Leyton, Swadlincote, 
and Wilmslow, and the Rural Sanitary Dis- 
trict of the Wharfedale Union. (Local Go- 
vernment Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 5).) 


xlvii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Urban Sanitary Districts of 
Gosport and Alverstoke, Harrow, Ilfracombe, 
Norwich, Ramsgate, and Redruth. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 8).) 


xlviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


made by the Board of Trade under the Rail- 
way and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, relating to 
the Classification of Merchandise Traffic, and 
the Schedule of Maximum Rates and Charges 
of the Easingwold Railway Company, the 
Crieff and Comrie Railway Company, the 
East and West Yorkshire Union Railway 
Company, the Harrowand Stanmore Railway 
Company, the Shortlands and Nunhead Rail- 
way Company, the South Clare Railways 
Company (Limited), and the Stocksbridge 
Railway Company. (Railway Rates and 
Charges (Easingwold Railway, &c.) Order 
Confirmation.) 


xlix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Barrow-in-Furness, Buxton, Chep- 
ing Wycombe, Chesterfield, St. Helens, and 

est Hartlepool. (Electric Lighting Orders 
Confirmation (No. 1).) 


. An Act to confirm certain Provisional Orders 


made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Grimsby, Harrow, Leyton, Mon- 
mouth, Peterborough, and St. Austell. 
(Electric Lighting Orders Confirmation 
(No. 2).) 


i. An Act to confirm an Order made by the 


Secretary for Scotland under the Sea Fisheries 
Act, 1868, relating to a several Mussel Fishery 
at Cockenzie, County of Haddington. (Mussel 
Fishery (Cockenzie) Order Confirmation.) 


evii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Housing of the Working 
Classes Act, 1890, relating to the Town of 
Fermoy.;(Local Government Board (Ireland) 
Provisional Order Confirmation (No. 1).) 
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¢eviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary 
District of Athlone. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 5).) 

eix. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Housing of the Working 
Classes Act, 1890, and the Public Health 
(Ireland) Act, 1878, relating to the Urban 
Sanitary District of the Pembroke Township. 
(Local Government Board (Ireland) Provi- 
sional Order Confirmation (No. 13).) 


cx. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order made 
by the Local Government Board for Ireland 
under the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, 
relating to the Urban Sanitary District of the 
Township of Kingstown. (Local Govern- 
ment Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Con- 
firmation (No. 14).) 


exi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
General Pier and Harbour Act, 1861, relating 
to Collieston, Fraserburgh, Polperro, and 
Whitelinks. (Pier and Harbour Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 2).) 

exiii, An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade underthe 
General Pier and Harbour Act, 1861, relating 
to Avoch, Burnmouth, Loch Efort, and Poole. 
(Pier and Harbour Orders Confirmation 
(No. 3).) 

exiii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the 
General Pier and Harbour Act, 1861, relat- 
ing to Montrose. (Pier and Harbour Order 
Confirmation (No. 4).) 

exiv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 

rders made by the Board of Trade under 

the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Crystal Palace District, Oswestry, 
Plymouth, Shropshire (Shrewsbury), Wake- 
field, and Yeadon. (Electric Lighting Orders 
Confirmation (No. 3).) 

exv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the ElectriciLighting Acts, 1882 and 1888, re- 
lating to Aberdare, Birmingham, Chelms- 
ford, and Guildford. (Electric Lighting 
Orders Confirmation Orders (No. 4).) 

exvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Clonmel and Moss Side (Collier 
Marr). (Electric Lighting Orders Confirma- 
tion (No. 5).) 

exvii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act, 
1870, relating to Bolsover Gas, Earby and 
Thornton Gas, Ilford Gas, and Willenhall 
Gas. (Gas Orders Confirmation). 

exviii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act, 
1870, relating to Newquay (Cornwall) Gas, 
North Bierley Gas, Uttoxeter Gas, and 
Worthing Gas. (Gas Orders Confirmation 
QNo. 2).) 





exix. An Act to confirm certain sio 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under. 
Gas and Water Works Facilities Act, 1870, 
relating to Bishops Waltham Water, Bland. 
ford Water, East Surrey Water, 
Pangbourne, and District Water, and West 
Cheshire Water. (Water Orders Confirma- 
tion.) 


exx. An Act ‘to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to the Urban Sanitary Districts of 
Bradford (Yorks) and Saint George, and the 
Rural Sanitary Districts of the Belper Union, 
the Bromsgrove Union, the Wakefield. Union, 
and the Township of Saddleworth. (Local 
Government Board's Provisional Orders Cor: 
firmation (No. 7).) 

exxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to the Chorley, the Fulstone and 
worth, the Leigh, and the Pontefract Joint 
Hospital Districts. (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 9).) 

exxii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to the Urban Sanitary Districts of Abram, 
Stockport, and Wilsden. (Local Govern. 
ment Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 10).) 


exxiii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to the Urban Sanitary Districts of Bir- 
mingham, Brighton, Burnley, Darwen, Lan- 
caster, and Sheffield. (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 11).) 

exxiv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board re- 
lating to the Counties of the Isle of Wight, 
London, and West Sussex, and to the 
Boroughs of Margate and Tunbridge Wells. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (No. 12).) 


exxy. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to the Isle of Thanet and Stone Joint 
Hospital Districts, and to the Leigh and 
Atherton and the Stalybridge and Dukin- 
field Joint Sewerage Districts. (Local Go- 
vernment Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (Ne. 13).) 


exxvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
to the Urban Sanitary Districts of Middleton 
and Preston. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 16).) 


exxvii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board relating to 
the Haslingden, Rawtenstall, and Bacup 
Outfall Sewerage District. (Local Govern- 
ment Board’s Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 19).) 

exxviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board under the 
provisions of the Poor Law Act, 1889, and 
the Public Health Act, 1875, relating to'the 
Metropolitan Asylum District. 
Government Board’s Provisional Order Con- 
firmation (Poor Law).) 











2] 
: 
i 
1 


TEP P&S a? B* 


Poe F Te 


- | =e 


[s7.& 58-Vicr.] PUBLIC ACTS OF A LOCAL CHARACTER. [A.D. 1894.] 


lexxix. An Act to coxfirm certain Provisional ] cxcvii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 

ing to the Urban Sanitary Districts of Black- 

burn, Blackpool (two), and Stalybridge, and 

to the Rural Sanitary District of the Black- 
burn Union. (Local Government Board’s 
. Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 14).) 


exxx. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order of 
ithe Local Government Board relating to the 
County of Dorset. Government 
Board’s Provisional Order Confirmation 
(No. 17).) 

exxxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to the Urban Sanitary District of King’s 
Lynn (two), the Burnley Joint Hospital 
District, and the West Kent Main Sewerage 
District. (Local Government Board's Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation (No. 18).) 


exci, An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Tramways Act. 1870, relating to Barrow-in- 
Furness Corporation Tramways, Liverpool 
and Walton-on-the Hill Tramways and 
Liverpool Corporation Tramways (Exten- 
sions). (Tramways Orders Confirmation 
(No. 1).) 


excii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Tramways Act, 1870, relating to Croy- 
don Corporation Tramways, Croydon Tram- 
ways (Extensions), and South Staffordshire 
Tramways. (Tramways Orders Confirmation 
{No. 2).) 


exciii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Urban Sanitary Districts of 
Bolton and St. Helens, and to the Wisbech 
and Walsoken Main Sewerage District. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 15).) 


exciv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Education Department under 
the Elementary Education Act, 1870, to 
enable the School Board for London to put 
in force the Lands Clauses Acts. (Education 
Department Provisional Order Confirmation 
(London).) 


excv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Education Department 
under the Elementary Education Act, 1870, 
to enable the School Boards for Barry United 
District, Brotherton, Hornsey, Low Leyton, 
Liverpool, Sutton (Surrey), West Ham, 
Willesden, and York to put in force the 
Lands Clauses Acts. (Education Department 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (Barry, &c.).) 


exevi. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the 
Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, con- 
taining the Classification of Merchandise 
Traffic, and the Schedule of Maximum Tolls 
and Charges applicable thereto, for the 
Canals of the Great Northern and certain 
other Railway Companies. (Canal Tolls and 
Charges, No. 1 (Canals of the Great Northern 
and certain other Railway Companies) Order 

Confirmation). 





made by the Board of Trade under the 
Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, con- 
taining the Classification of Merchandise 
Traffic, and the Schedule of Maximum Rates, 
Tolls, and Charges applicable thereto, for the 
Bridgewater Canals Undertaking of the 
Manchester Ship Canal Company, and for 
certain other Canals. (Canal Rates, Tolls, 
and Charges, No. 2 (Bridgewater, &c, Canals) 
Order Confirmation.) 


excviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


made by the Board of Trade under the 
Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, con- 
taining the Classification of Merchandise 
Traffic, and the Schedule of Maximum Tolls 
and Charges applicable thereto, for the 
Aberdare Canal Navigation, and certain other 
Canals. (Canal Tolls and Charges, No. 3 
(Aberdare, &c. Canals) Order Confirmation.) 


excix. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


made by the Board of Trade under the 
Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, con- 
taining the Classification of Merchandise 
Traffic, and the Schedule of Maximum Tolls 
and Charges applicable thereto, for the 
Regent’s Canal. (Canal Tolls and Charges, 
No. 5 (Regent’s Canal) Order Confirmation). 


ec. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order made 


by the Board of Trade under the Railway and 
Canal Traffic Act, 1888, containing the 
Classification of Merchandise Traffic, and the 
Schedule of Maximum Tolls and Charges 
applicable thereto, for the River Ancholme 

avigatien, and certain other Canals. (Canal 
Tolls and Charges, No. 7 (River Ancholme, 
&c.) Order Confirmation.) 


eci. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


made by the Board of Trade under the Railway 
and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, containing the 
Classification of Merchandise Traffic, and the 
Schedule of Maximum Tolls and Charges 
applicable thereto, for the River Cam 
Navigation, and certain other Canals. 
(Canal Tolls and Charges, No. 8 (River Cam, 
&c.) Order Confirmation.) 


ecii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


made by the Board of Trade under the Railway 
and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, containing the 
Classification of Merchandise Traffic, and the 
Schedule of Maximum Tolls and © 
applicable thereto, for the Canals of the 
Caledonian Railway Company, and of the 
North British Railway Company. (Canal 
Tolls and Charges, No. 9 (Canals of the 
Caledonian and North British Railway 
Companies) Order Confirmation.) 


eciii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


made by the Board of Trade under the Railway 
and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, containing the 
Classification of Merchandise Traffic, and the 
Schedule of Maximum Rates, Tolls, and 
Charges applicable thereto, for the Grand 
Canal. (Canal Rates, Tolls, and Charges, 
No. 11 (Grand Canal) Order Confirmation.) 


eciv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


made by the Board of Trade under the Railway 
and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, containing the 
Classification of Merchandise Traffic, and the 
Schedule of Maximum Tolls and Charges 
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spplintle thereto, for the Birmingham Canal 
avigations. (Canal Tolls Charges, 
No. 5 (Birmingham Canal) Order Confirma- 
tion 


ecv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the Railway 
and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, containing the 
Classification of Merchandise Traffic, and the 
Schedule of Maximum Tolls and Charges 
applicable thereto, for the River Lee Naviga- 
tion, and certain other Canals. (Canal 
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Tolls and Charges, No. 6 (River 
Order Confirmation.) ion ong 
ecvi. An Act to confirm a Provisional Onder 
made by the Board of Trade under the 
Railway and Canal Traffic J 1888, con. 
taining the Classification of Merchandise 
Traffic, and the Schedule of Maximum Tolls 
and Charges applicable thereto, for oleae 
Canal, and certain other (Canal 
Tolls and Charges, No. 10 (Lagan, &e. Canals) 
Order Confirmation.) 
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LOCAL ACTS. 





The Titles to which the Letter P. is prefixed are Public Acts 
of a Local Character. 


RoyaL AssEnT, Ist June, 1894, 


P, i. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Secretary for Scotland, in pur- 
suance of the Burgh Police (Scotland) Act, 
1892, to increase the number of Magistrates 
in the Royal Burgh of North Berwick. 
(North Berwick Provisional Order Confirma- 


tivu. 


P, ii, An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Town of Belturbet. 
(Local Government Board (Ireland) Pro- 
visional Order Confirmation (No. 2).} 


P, iii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of Waterford. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 3).) 

iy. An Act to amend the Alloa Water Act, 1891. 
(Alloa Water (Amendment).) 


¥. An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Cockermouth, Keswick, and Penrith Railway 
Company, and for other purposes. (Cocker- 
mouth, Keswick, and Penrith Railway.) 

vi. An Act to extend ‘the provisions of the 
London Brighton and South Coast Railway 
Sen ieed (Steamboats) Act 1864. (London, 
Brighton, and South Coast Railway (Steam 
Vessels).) 

vi, An Act to amend the City of London 
Police Superannuation Act 1889. (City of 

Police Superannuation.) 


x. An Act to amend the 





viii. An Act to authorise the English Scottish 


and Australian Bank Limited to pay interest 
to the creditors of the English Scottish and 
Australian Chartered Bank upon their 
respective Debts for which Securities of the 
first-mentioned Bank are substituted in 
respect of the period between the suspension 
of the said Bank and the confirmation of the 
Plan of Arrangement of its affairs and for 
other pur . (8nghsh Scottish and 
Australian Bank Limited.) 


ix. An Act for enabling the Queensland Invest- 


ment and Land Mortgage Company Limited 
to subdivide their Capital into Preference 
and Ordinary Capital and for other pur 
. (Queensland Investment and Land 

ort, Company’s.) 
Medical 


Royal 
(Royal 


Benevolent College Act 1855, 


Medical Benevolent College.) 


xi. An Act for the abandonment of the Wor- 


cester and Broom Railway. (Worcester and 
Broom Railway (Abandonment).) 


xii. An Act to confer further powers on the 


Manchester Sheffield and Lincolnshire Rail- 
way Company and the Liverpool St. Helen’s 
and South Lancashire Railway Company and 
for other purposes. (Manchester Sheffield 
and Lincolnshire and Liverpool St. Helen’s 
and South Lancashire Railway Companies. ) 


xiii, An Act for the abandonment of the 


Undertaking of the Hull and North Western 
Junction Railway Company. (Hull and 
North Western Junction Railway (A bandon- 
ment).) 





[A.D. 1894.] 


xiv. An Act to repeal the Acts relating to the 
London Life Association from the date of its 
registration as a Limited Company and to 
make provisions for the future government 
of the Association and the management of 
its affairs and for other purposes, (London 
Life Association.) 

xv. An Act for granting further powers to the 
British American Land Company. (British 
American Land Company’s.) 


Royat AssEnt, 18th June, 1894. 


Pp, xvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the General Pier and Harbour Act, 1861, 
relating to Bangor, Dartmouth, Little- 
hampton, and Seaford. (Pier and Harbour 
Orders Confirmation (No. 1).) 


Pp. xvii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board under the 
Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890, 
relating to the Urban Sanitary District of 
Portsmouth. (Local Government Board's 
Provisional Order Confirmation (Housing of 
Working Classes). 

Pp, xviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Local Government Board 
for Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary 
District of Lisburn. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Con- 
firmation (No. 4).) 

Pp, xix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 


relating to the Liversedge and Mirfield and 


the Stroud Joint H 
Government Board's 
firmation.) 


P, xx. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Urban Sanitary Districts of 
Accrington, Ashton-under-Lyne, Berwick- 
upon-'l'weed, Bolton, Hexham, Knaresborough 
and Tentergate, Llandilo, Merthyr Tydfil, 
Penrith, Southport, Wallasey, Widnes, and 
Workington. (Local Government Board's 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 


Pp, xxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Urban Sanitary Districts of 
Bristol, Dover, Henley-upon-Thames, Idle, 
Nottingham, Padiham and Hapton, Tunbridge 
Wells, and Wells (Somerset). (Local Go- 
vernment Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 3).) 


P, xxii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Urban Sanitary Districts 
of Baildon, Burnley, Burton-upon-Trent, 
Leicester, Margate, Norwich, and Wigan, 
and the Port of Cardiff. (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 4).) 

P. xxiii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Urban Sanitary Districts 
of Bristol, Heckmondwike, Southampton, 
Sowerby Bridge, and Stockport. ( 1 
Government rd’s Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No. 6).) 


ital Districts. (Local 
rovisional Orders Con- 
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Pp, xxiv. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Local Government Board 
for Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Rural 
District of Strabane. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confirmg. 
tion (No. 8).) 

xxv. An Act for creating a Preference Stock 
of the Australasian Mortgage and 
Company Limited and for other purposes 
relating thereto. (Australasian Woelgags 
and Agency Company, Limited.) 

xxvi. An Act for the transfer of the under. 
taking of ‘the Barrow Navigation Company 
to the Grand Canal Company to confer 
furtber powers on the Grand Canal Company 
and for other purposes. (Grand Canal.) 


xxvii, An Act to extend the limits of the Act 
for appointing a Stipendiary Justice of the 
Peace for the parish of Merthyr Tydfil and 
adjoining places and for other p 
(Merthyr Tydfil Stipendiary Justice.) 


xxviii. An Act to extend the period for the 

) completion of the railway authorised by the 
Bray and Enniskerry light Railway Act 
1886 to confer additional powers on the 
Company with reference to their capital and 
undertaking and for other purposes. (Bray 
and Enniskerry Railway.) 


xxix. An Act for enabling an agreement 
between the Corporation of Doncaster and 
Alexander Henry Browne respecting part of 
the Town Field in Doncaster to be carried 
into effect. (Doncaster Corporation.) 


xxx. An Act for extending the time limited 
for the construction by the Hull 
and West Riding Junction Railway and 
Company of certain of their authorised works 
and for conferring further powers upon the 
Company and amending the Acts relating to 
them. (Hull, Barnsley, and West Biting 
Junction Railway and Dock.) 


xxxi. An Act for conferring on the Millom 
Local Board further powers in relation tothe 
supply of Gas and Water and for other 
purposes. (Millom Local Board.) 


xxxii. An Act to renew the powers of the 
Company of Proprietors of the 
Canal to borrow money to amend the Act 
relating to that Company and_ for other 
purposes. (Rochdale Canal.) 

xxxiii. An Act for incorporating and conferring 
powers on the Paignton Gas Compasy. 
(Paignton Gas.) 


xxxiv. An Act to confer further Powers on the 
Great North of Scotland Railway Company. 
(Great North of Scotland Railway.) 


Roya Assent, 3rd July 1894. 
P, xxxv. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Local Government Board 
for Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of Tullamore. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order. Oo 
firmation (No. 6).) = 
P, xxxvi. An Act to confirm a Provision 
Order made by the Local Government Boa 
for Ireland under the Public Health ( 
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“Act, 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of Roscrea. 1 Government 

{Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 7).) 

Pp, xxxvii. An Act to confirm two Provisional 
Orders made by the Local Government 
Board for Ireland under the Housing of the 
Working Classes Act, 1890, and the Public 
Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, relating to the 
Urban Sanitary District of Dublin. (Local 
Government Board (Ireland) Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (No. 9).) 


P, xxxviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Local Government Board 
for Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary 
District of Larne. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 10).) 


p, xxxix. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Local Government Board 
for Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary 
District of Clones. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 11).) 

Pp, xl. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Rural Sanitary 
District of Coleraine. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 12).) 

P, xli. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Secretary for Scotland under the 
Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1867, relating 
to Wemyss. and Buckhaven Methil and In- 
nerleven Water. (Wemyss, and Buckhaven 
Methil and Innerleven Water Supply Con- 
firmation.) 


P, xlii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by one of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State under the Metropolitan 
Police Act, 1886, relating to lands in the 
Parishes of St. Pancras, and St. Giles, Cam- 
berwell. (Metropolitan Police Provisional 
Order Confirmation.) 


P, xliii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Board of Agriculture relating to 
the Regulation of certain Commons in 
the Borough of Luton in the County of 
Bedford. (Commons Regulation (Luton) 
Provisional Order Confirmation.) 


P, xliv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board under the 
Gas and Water Works Facilities Act, 1870, 
and the Public Health Act, 1875, relating to 
the Urban Sanitary District of Wokingham. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional Order 
Confirmation (Gas).) 


P. xlv, An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board under 
the Housing of the Working Classes Act, 
1890, — to the Urban Sanitary Districts 
of Sheffield, Sunderland, and Wigan. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 

: tion (Housing of Working Classes) 
(No. 2).) 

P, xlvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 

of the Local Government Board 
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relating to the Urban Sanitary Districts of 
Bredbury and Romiley, Leyton, Swadlincote, 
and Wilmslow, and the Rural Sanitary Dis- 
trict of the Wharfedale Union. (Local Go- 
vernment Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 5).) 


Pp. xlvii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Urban Sanitary Districts of 
Gosport and Alverstoke, Harrow, Ilfracombe, 
Norwich, Ramsgate, and Redruth. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 8).) 

Pp. xlviii, An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Board of Trade under 
the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, 
relating to the Classification of Merchandise 
Traffic, and the Schedule of Maximum Rates 
and Charges of the Easingwold Railway 
Company, the Crieff and Comrie Railway 
Company, the East and West Yorkshire Union 
Railway Company, the Harrow and Stanmore 
Railway Company, the Shortlands and Nun- 
head Railway Company, the South Clare 
Railways Company (Limited) and the Stocks- 
bridge Railway Company. (Railway Rates 
and Charges (Easingwold Railway, &c.) Order 
Confirmation.) 


Pp. xlix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Barrow - in - Furness, Buxton, 
Chepping Wycombe, Chesterfield, St. Helens, 
and West Hartlepool. (Electric Lighting 
Orders Confirmation (No. 1).) 


Pp. 1. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Grimsby, Harrow, Leyton, Mon- 
mouth, Peterborough, and St. Austell. 
(Electric Lighting Orders Confirmation 
(No. 2).) 

P. li. An Act to confirm an Order made by the 
Secretary for Scotland under the Sea Fisheries 
Act, 1868, relating to a several Mussel Fishery 
at Cockenzie, County of Haddington. (Mussel 
Fishery (Cockenzie) Order Confirmation.) 


lii, An Act to confirm an agreement entered 
into between the Great Southern and Western 
Railway Company and the Commissioners of 
Public Works in Ireland for the improvement 
and use of the Railway Station at Thurles. 
(Thurles Railway Station.) 


liii. An Act to extend tbe time for the comple- 
tion of the authorised works for enlarging 
and improving the port and harbour of 
Neath. (Neath Harbour.) 


liv. An Act to provide for the amalgamation of 
the Carshalton Gas Company with the Croy- 
don Commercial Gas and Coke Company and 
for other purposes, (Croydon Gas.) 

lv. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Edinburgh and Leith Corporations Gas Com- 
missioners in relation to their Gas Under- 
taking and for the Construction of additional 
Gasworks and for other purposes. (Edinburgh 
and Leith Corporations Gas (Additional 
Powers).) 

lvi. An Act to enable the Cor 
burgh to create and issue 


ration of Edin- 
rporation Stock 
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to authorise the redemption of the City 
Creditors Annuities and of certain annual 
perpen by the Commissioners for the 
arbour and Docks of Leith and for other 
purposes. (Edinburgh Corporation Stock.) 

Ivii. An Act to extend the time for the purchase 
of lands for and for the completion of the 
Central London Railway and for other 
purposes. (Central London Railway.) 

lviii. An Act to empower the Local Board of 
Fulwood to improve their existing water 
supply and to confer further powers on the 
Local Board. (Fulwood ee Board 
(Water).) 

lix. An Act to authorise the Local Board for 
the district of Aberdare to construct addi- 
tional Waterworks and for other purposes. 
(Aberdare Local Board Waterworks.) 


lx. An Act to amend the Law relating to the 
jurisdiction of the Chancellor Vice-Chancellor 
and other authorities of the University of 
Cambridge over persons not Members of the 
University and to make better provision for 
the use of commons the management of 
markets and fairs and in other respects for 
the local government and improvement of the 
borough of Cambridge and for other purposes. 
(Cambridge University and Corporation.) 


Ixi. An Act for extending the limits of supply 
of the Southend Waterworks Company and 
for conferring further powers on the Com- 
pany for the construction of works the raising 
of capital and otherwise in relation to their 
undertaking. (Southend Waterworks.) 


Ixii. An Act for conferring further powers on 
the Torquay Gas Company. (Torquay Gas.) 
Ixiii. An Act to authorise the Corporation of 
Bury to purchase land in connection with 
their waterworks undertaking and for other 

purposes. (Bury Corporation.) 

Ixiv. An Act to enable the Local Board for the 
District of Bridlington to bold and acquire 
certain lands and hereditaments at Bridlington 
Quay now held in trust for them and to confer 
upon the said Local Board further powers for 
the good government of their District and for 
other purposes. (Bridlington Local Board.) 

Ixv. An Act to authorise the Mayor Aldermen 
and Burgesses of the Borough of Bacup in 
the County of Lancaster to purchase and 
acquire the Undertaking of the Rossendale 
Waterworks Company and for other purposes. 
(Bacup Corporation Water.) 


Ixvi. An Act to confer further powers upon the 
London Chatham and Dover Railway Com- 
pany and for other purposes. (London 
Chatham and Dover Railway.) 


Ixvii. An Act to authorise the Surrey Com- 
mercial Dock Company to alter and extend 
their Works to raise further Capital and for 
other purposes. (Surrey Commercial Dock.) 


xviii. An Act to authorise the Magistrates and 
Town Council of the Burgh of Falkirk to 
erect construct and maintain Gasworks and 
supply with Gas the Burgh of Falkirk and 
districts and places adjacent to empower the 
Magistrates and Town Council to purchase 
and the Falkirk Joint Stock Company 
Limited to sell to the Magistrates and Town 





Council the Gasworks and property of that 


Company and for other purposes. (Falkirk 
Capeniion Gas.) @ 


Ixix. An Act to authorise the transfer of part 
of the Undertaking of the Brynmawr and 
Abertillery Gas and Water Compan 
Abertillery Local Board to regu the 
Capital and Powers of the Company and for 
other —— (Abertillery Board 
(Gas and Water).) 

Ixx. An Act to extend the limits of supply 
the South Hants Waterworks Company an 
to confer further powers upon that Com) 
and for other purposes. (South Hants 
Water.) 


lxxi. An Act to empower the Newcastle and 
Gateshead Water Company to abandon the 
construction of a portion of certain Works 
authorised by the Newcastle and Gateshead 
Waterworks Act 1889, and to construct a 
New Reservoir and Works in lieu thereof and 
for other purposes, (Newcastle and Gates 
head Water.) 


Ixxii, An Act for transferring the Mersey Rail- 
way Company with respect to the classifica 
tion of merchandise traffic and the schedule 
of maximum rates and charges from the 
Order applicable to the Taff Vale Railway 
Company to the Order applicable to the East 
London Railway Company. (Mersey Rail- 
way (Rates and Charges).) 


Ixxiii. An Act to further extend the time for 
the compulsory purchase of lands and for the 
completion of the tramways authorised by the 
Harrow Road and Paddington Tramways Act 
1891. (Harrow Road and Paddington Tram- 
ways.) 


Ixxiv. An Act to provide for the constitution 
of the City and Royal Burgh of Dundee as 
County of a City and to confer various powers 
on the Lord Provost Magistrates and Town 
Council for affording greater facilities for 
transacting the public business of the said 
City and Burgh and for other purpose. 
(Dundee Corporation.) 


Ixxv. An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Great Northern Railway Company with 
respect to their own undertaking and to vest 
in that Company the undertaking of the 
Hunslet Railway Company to empower the 
Stamford and Essendine Railway Com 
to lease their undertaking to the Great 
Northern Railway Company to vest the 
undertaking of the Halifax High Level Rail- 
way Company in the Great Northern Railway 
Company and the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Railway Company jointly and for other 
purposes. (Great Northern Railway.) 


Ixxvi. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Tottenham and Forest Gate Railway Com 
pany and for other purposes. (Tottenham 
and Forest Gate Railway.) 


lxxvii. An Act to extend the time for the com 
letion of certain authorised railways of the 
South Yorkshire Junction Railway — 
and revive the powers for the purchase 
lands for such railways and for other purpose. 
(South Yorkshire Junction Railway. 
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Ixxviii. An Act to authorise the transfer of the 
Undertaking of the Kendal Onion Gas and 
Water Company to the m of 
Kendal the construction of Additional Water- 
works and for other purposes. (Kendal 
Corporation Gas and Water.) - 

Ixxix. An Act to explain section 23 of the 
Barry Dock and Railways Act 1888 and for 
other purposes, (Barry Dock and Railways 
Act, 1888 (Amendment).) 

Ixxx. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Cornwall Minerals Railway Company. 
(Cornwall Minerals Railway.) 

Ixxxi. An Act to confer further powers upon 
the Manchester Sheffield and Lincolnshire 
Railway Company the Manchester South 
Junction and Altrincham Railway Company 
and the Wigan Junction Railway Company 
and for other purposes. (Manchester Shef- 
field and Lincolnshire Railway.) 

Ixxxii. An Act for the abandonment of the 
unexecuted works of the East and West 
Yorkshire Union Railways Company for the 
reduction of the authorised share and loan 
capital of that Company and to empower 
them to raise further money and for other 
a. (East and West Yorkshire Union 

ways.) 


Ixxxiii, An Act to authorise the Mayor Alder- 
men and Burgesses of the borough of Neath 
in the county of Glamoi to uire the 
undertaking of the Neath Water Company 
to construct Waterworks and supply Water 
and for other purposes. (Neath Corporation 
Water.) 

Ixxxiv. An Act to empower the Commissioners 
of the City and Royal Burgh of St. Andrews 
to acquire the Links of St. Andrews for a 
Public Park and Recreation Ground and for 
other parposes. (St, Andrews Links.) 

Ixxxv. An Act to authorise the transfer of the 
Leicestershire and Northamptonshire Union 
Canal and of the Grand Union Canal to the 
Company of Proprietors of the Grand Junc- 
tion Canal and for other purposes. (Leices- 
tershire and Northamptonshire Union and 
Grand Union Canals (Transfer).) 

Ixxxvi. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Charing Cross Euston and Hampstead Rail- 
way Company and for other purposes. 
5 Cross, Euston and Hampstead Rail- 
way. 

Ixxxvii, An Act for authorising the Cordoba 
Central Railway Company Limited to pre- 
pare and carry into effect a scheme of 
arrangement with its debenture stockholders 
creditors or shareholders or any class or 

of such persons and for other pur- 
poses. (Cordoba Central Railway Company 
(Limited).) 

lxxxviii. An Act to extend the time for com- 

pleting pus opening the Lambourn Valley 
way and for other purposes. (Lambourn 
Valley Railway.) 7 : 

lxxxix. An Act for making a Carriage Road in 
Tunnel under part of the town of Scar- 
ge em the south shore with the 

ore and for other purposes. (Scar- 
borough (Shore to Shore) Tunnel.) 


ACTS. [A.D. 1894] 


xc. An Act to enable the Dublin, Wicklow, and 
Wexford Railway Company to raise addi- 
tional capital for the City of Dublin Junction 
Railways and for the Dublin Wicklow and 
Wexford Railway to confer further powers 
on the Company and for other pur 
(Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway and 
City of Dublin Junction Railways.) 


xci. An Act to empower the Corporation of 
Gloucester to construct additional water- 
works to consolidate the parishes within the 
city and to make better provision for the 
health local government and improvement 
of the city and for other purposes. (Glou- 
cester Corporation.) 


xcii. An Act for conferring further Powers 
upon the London and North Western Rail- 
way Company in relation to their own 
Undertaking and other Undertakings in 
which they are interested jointly with other 
Companies and also for conferring Powers 
upon the Great Western Railway Company 
the Shropshire Union Railways and Canal 
Company and the Dundalk Newry and 
Greenore Railway Company in relation to 
such other Undertakings and for other 
— (London and North Western 
ailway.) 


xciii. An Act for vesting the undertaking of 
the Longton Adderley Green and Bucknall 
Railway Company in the North Staffordshire 
Railway bere ae and for other purposes, 
(Longton, Adderley Green, and Bucknall 
Railway (Transfer).) 


xciv. An Act to authorise the making of a 
Bridge over the River Conway in the 
counties of Denbigh and Carnarvon at 
Talycafn and approach roads thereto and for 
other purposes. (Talycafn Bridge.) 


xcv. An Act for making a Tramroad in the 
county of Glamorgan in connexion with the 
undertaking of the Pontypridd Waterworks 
Company and for other purposes. (Ponty- 
pridd Waterworks (Tramroad).) 
xcvi. An Act to confer Additional Powers upon 
the Midland Railway Company and the 
Midland and Great Northern Railways Joint 
Committee for the Construction of Works 
and the Acquisition of Lands to make pro- 
vision for the ranking of the existing and of 
future Debenture Stock and Mortgages of 
the Midland pellwey Company and for other 
purposes, (Midland Railway.) 
xcvii. An Act to empower the Local Board of 
Swinton in Yorkshire to improve their 
existing Water Supply and to confer further 
ee ig the Local Board. (Swinton Local 
oard. 


xcviii. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Hebden Bridge Gas Company. (Hebden 
Bridge Gas.) 

xcix. An Act for conferring further powers 
upon Corporation of Wakefield in 
relation to.their Waterworks Undertaking 
and for other purposes. (Wakefield Cor- 
poration Water.) 

ec. An Act for incorporating the Budleigh 
Salterton Railway Company and for other 





purposes. (Budleigh Salterton Railway.) 
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ci. An Act to make further provision for the 
extension ng se maintenance and 
repair of the Wallasey Embankment and 
for other purposes. (Wallasey Embank- 
ment.) 

cli, An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Milford Docks Company and for other pur- 
poses. (Milford Docks.) 

ciii, An Act to make provisions with respect 
to the constitution and management of 
Cheltenham College. (Cheltenham College.) 


civ. An Act to confer further powers on the 
London Brighton and South Coast Railway 
ee and for other pur . (London, 
Brighton, and South Coast Railway.) 


ev. An Act to authorise the Swansea Harbour 
Trustees to enlarge and extend the Prince 
of Wales Dock at Swansea and for other 
purposes. (Swansea Harbour.) 

evi. An Act to incorporate Commissioners and 
to transfer to and vest in them the Harbour 
Undertaking of the Trustees for the District 
and Harbour of Maryport to alter the con- 
stitution of such Trustees and for other pur- 
poses. (Maryport Harbour.) 

P, cvii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Housing of the Working 
Classes Act, 1890, relating to the Town of 
Fermoy. (Local Government Board (Ire- 
land) Provisional Order Confirmation (No. 1).) 


Pp, cviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary 
District of Athlone. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisiona] Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 5).) 

Pp, cix. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Housing of the Working 
Classes Act, 1890, and the Public Health 
({reland) Act, 1878, relating to the Urban 
Sanitary District of the Pembroke Town- 
ship. (Local Government Board (Ireland) 
Provisional Order Confirmation (No. 13).) 


Pp, cx. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act, 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary 
District of the Township of Kingstown. 
(Local Government Board Ireland) Provi- 
sional Order Confirmation (No. 14).) 


Pf, cxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the General Pier and Harbour Act, 1861, 
relating to Collieston, Fraserburgh, Pol ¥ 
and Whitelinks. (Pier and Harbour ers 
Confirmation (No. 2).) 

Pf, exii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the General Pier and Harbour Act, 1861, 
relating to Avoch, Burnmouth, Loch Efort, 
and Poole. (Pier and Harbour Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 3).) 

Pp, cxiii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the 
General Pier and Harbour Act, 1861, relat- 
ing to Montrose. (Pier and Harbour Order 
Confirmation (No. 4).) 
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P. cxiv. An Act to confirm certain Provisiongl 


Orders made by the Board of Trade under 


the Electrie Lighting Acts, 1882 and } 
relating to Crystal Palace rict, Oswestry 
Plymouth, Shropshire (Shrewsbury), Wake. 
field, and Yeadon. (Electric Lighting Orders 
Confirmation’ (No. 3).) 


P, cxv. An Act to confirm certain Provisiong} 
Orders made by the Board of Trade 
the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 and 1899, 
relating to Aberdare, Birmingham, Chelmg. 
ford, and Guildford. (Electric Lighting 
Orders Confirmation (No. 4).) 


P, cxvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional) 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 and 188g, 
relating to Clonmel and Moss Side (Collier 
Marr). (Electric Lighting Orders Confirm. 
tion (No. 5).) 

Pp, exvii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional] 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act, 
1870, relating to Bolsover Gas, Earby 
and Thornton Gas, Ilford Gas, and Willen- 
hall Gas. (Gas Orders Confirmation.) 

Pp, exviii. An Act to confirma certain Provi- 
sional Orders made by the Board of Trade 
under the Gas and Water Works Facilities 
Act, 1870, relating to Newquay (Corn 
Gas, North Bierley Gas, Uttoxeter Gas, 
Worthing Gas. (Gas Orders Confirmation 
(No. 2).) 


Pp, cxix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act, 1870, 
relating to Bishop's Waltham Water, Bland- 
ford Water, East Surrey Water, Tilehurst, 
Pangbourne, and District Water, and West 
Cheshire Water. (Water Orders Confirms 
tion.) 

Pp, cxx. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to the Urban Sanitary Districts of Brad- 
ford (Yorks) and Saint George, 

Rural Sanitary Districts of the Belper 

the Bromsgrove Union, the Wakefield Union, 
and the Township of Saddleworth. (Local 
Government Board's Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 7).) 

P, exxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to the Chorley, the Fulstone and Hep 
worth, the Leigh, and the Pontefract Joint 
Hospital Districts. Local Government 
Board's Provisional ers Confirmation 
(No, 9).) 

P. cxxii. An Act to confirm certain Prov 
sional Orders of the Local Government 
Board relating to the Urban Sanitary Dis 
tricts of Abram, Stockport, and Wilden 
(Local Government Board's Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (No. 10).) 


P. exxiii, An Act to confirm certain Prot 
sional Orders of the Local Government 


Board relating to the Urban Sanitary Dik 
tricts of Birmingham, Brighton, Burnley’ 
Darwen, Lancaster, and Sheffield. (Leal 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 11).) 


P, cxxiv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
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ing to the Counties of the Isle of Wight, 
London, and West Sussex, and to the 
Boroughs of Margate and Tunbridge Wells. 
Government Board’s Provisional 
Confirmation (No, 12).) 

Pp, exxv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 

‘Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 

to the Isle of Thanet and Stone Joint 
Hospital Districts, and to the Leigh and 
Atherton and the Stalybridge and Dukin- 
field Joint Sewe Districts. (Local 
Government Board's visional Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 13).) 

Pp, cxxvi. An Act to confirm certain Provi- 
gional Orders of the Local Government 
Board relating to the Urban Sanitary Dis- 
tricts of Middleton and Preston. (Local 
Government Board's Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 16).) 

P, exxvii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order of the Local Government Board relating 
to the Haslingden, Rawtenstall, and Bacup 
Outfall Sewerage District. (Local Govern- 
ment Board’s Provisional Order Confirmation 
(No. 19).) 

P, exxviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order of the Local Government Board, under 
the provisions of the Poor Law Act, 1889, 
and the Public Health Act, 1875, relating to 
the Metropolitan Asylum District. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Order Con- 
firmation (Poor Law).) 


RoyaL Assent, 3lst Jury, 1894. 


P. exxix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Urban ae Districts of 
Blackburn, Blackpool (two), and Stalybridge, 
and to the Rural Sanitary District of the 
Blackburn Union. (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 14).) 

P. exxx. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board relating to 
the County of Dorset. (Local Government 

visional Order Confirmation 


P. exxxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Urban Sanitary District of 
King’s Lynn (two), the Burnley Joint 
Hospital District, and the West Kent Main 

District. (Local Government 
, Provisional Orders Confirmation 


exxxii. An Act to authorise the London Tram- 
ways Company (Limited) to extend their 
tramways and for other purposes. (London 
Tramways Company (Limited).) 

czxxiji. An Act to confer further powers on the 
South Eastern Railway Company and for 
other purposes. (South Eastern Railway.) 

cxxxiv. An Act to constitute and incorporate a 
Gas and Water Board for the Borough of 
Accrington and the Districts of the Local 
Boards of Church Clayton-le-Moors Great 
Harwood and Rishton in the County 
Palatine of Lancaster to transfer to and vest 





in such Board the undertaking of the 
Accrington Gas and Waterworks Company 
and for other purposes. (Accrington District 
Gas and Water Board.) 


exxxv. An Act to empower the Mayor Alder- 
men and Burgesses of the Boro of 
Huddersfield to construct a temporary - 
road for the pur of their Waterworks 
Undertaking. (Huddersfield Waterworks 
Tramroad.) 


exxxvi. An Act toconfer further Powers on the 
Lancashire Derbyshire and East Coast Rail- 
way Company in relation to their authorised 
Railways and Works to extend the time for 
purchasing land and completing some of 
those Railways arid for other yoo 
(Lancashire rbyshire and East Coast 
Railway.) 

exxxvii. An Act to vest the undertakings of the 
Waterford and Wexford Railway Company 
and of the Rosslare Harbour Commissioners 
in the Fi and Rosslare Railways and 
Harbours Company to authorise that Com- 
pany to raise itional Capital to change 
their name and for other purposes. (Fish- 
guard and Rosslare Railways and Harbours.) 


exxxviii. An Act to enable the Mayor Alder- 
men and Burgesses of the Borough of King’s 
Lyun to exercise further powers for the re- 
moval of wrecks and to raise additional 
Moneys for the removal of the wreck of the 
ship “ Wick Bay” and for other purposes. 
(King’s Lynn Corporation.) 

exxxix. An Act for the abandonment of certain 
railways authorised by the Mersey Railway 
Acts 1885 and 1887 and for other purposes. 
(Mersey Railway.) 

cxl. An Act to provide for the transfer to the 
Mayor Aldermen and Citizens of the city 
and county of Newcastle-upon-Tyne of the 
undertaking of the Byker Bridge ng | 
and for certain payments to the North 
Eastern Railway Company under an agree- 
ment dated the eleventh day of April one 
thousand eight hundred and — a 
the uy * of foot passengers free of to 
along the Railway Bridge over the Ouseburn 
Valley and for other p . (Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne Curporation (Byker Bridge, &c.).) 

cxli. An Act to dissolve and re-incorporate and 
to confer further powers upon the Port Talbot 
Company and to authorise them to construct 
an additional Dock and Railways and for 
other purposes. (Port Talbot Railway and 
Docks.) 


cxlii. An Act to authorise the payment from 
time to time of Interim Bonus by the Star 
Life Assurance Society to the holders of cer- 
tain Policies. (Star Life Assurance Society's.) 


cxliii. An Act for conferring further powers 
upou the Great Western Railway Company in 
respect of their own undertaking and upon 
that Company an! the London and North 
Western ilway Company in respect of 
undertakings in which they are jointly in- 
terested for amalgamating the Tiverton and 
North Devon and the Oldbury Railway Com- 
nies with the Great Western Railway Com- 
pny and for other purposes. (Great Western 
lway (No 1).) 
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exliv. An Act for the abandonment of the 
Brighton and Newhaven Direct 
xy ton, Rotti and New- 
haven Direct Railway (A ionment).) ~ 

exly. An Act for the River Suck 
Act 1889 and for other purposes. 

(River Suck Drainage.) 
exlvi. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Caledonian Railway Company in relation to 
their own Undertaking and on them and the 
Glasgow and South Western Railway Com- 
ny in relation to the Glasgow Barrhead and 
Kilmarnock Joint Line to confirm an agree- 
ment with the Trustees of the late Robert 
Haldane to provide for tue acquisition by the 
Caledonian Kailway Company of the Forfar 
and Brechin Railway and for other purposes. 

(Caledonian Railway.) 


exlvii. An Act to extend the time for the com- 
pulsory acquisition of Lands under the pro- 
visions of the Sheffield and South Yorkshire 
Navigation Act 1889 and to make further 
rovisions with respect to the Transfer to the 
Sheffield and South Yorkshire Navigation 
Company of certain of the Canal Under- 
takings of the Manchester Sheffield and 
Lincolnshire Railway Company. (Sheffield 
and South Yorkshire Navigation.) 


exlviii. An Act for conferring further Powers 
on the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway 
Company with relation to their own Under- 
taking.and upon that Company and the 
London and North Western Railway Company 
with relation to the Preston and Wyre Rail- 
way and for other purposes. (Lancashire 
and Yorkshire Railway.) 


exlix, An Act to extend the time for the com- 
letion of the authorised railways of the 
aston and Church Hope Railway Company 
and for other purposes. (Kaston and Church 
Hope Railway (Extension of Time).) 


cl. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland 
Company and for other purposes. (Midland 
Great Western Railway of Lreland.) 


cli. An Act to authorise the Lord Provost 
Magistrates and Council of the City of 
Edinburgh to widen alter and improve North 
Bridge and North Bridge Street within the 
said City to acquire lands to make a new 
road and for other purposes. (Edinburgh 
North Bridge Improvement.) 


clii. An Act to authorise the North British 
Railway Company to construct new Railways 
and acquire additional lands and to empower 
that Company and the Kirkcaldy and 
District Railway Company to widen a certain 
bridge to extend the time limited by certain 
Acts for the compulsory purchase of lands 
and the completion of works to abandon 
portion of an authorised Railway to confirm 
an Agreement between the Caledonian Rail- 
way Company the Great North of Scotland 
Railway Company the Aberdeen Joint Station 
Committee and the North British Railway 
Company as to the use by the latter Company 
of the joint passenger station at Aberdeen to 
confirm certain other Agreements between 
the Corporation of Edinburgh the Bank of 
Scot the Edinburgh School Board and 





the North British Railway Company to make 
~—— for the prevention of trespass and 
other purposes. (North British Railway.) 
cliii, An Act to confer additional powers upon 
the North Eastern Railway Company and 
u that Company and the London and 
orth Western ng. ey for the 
construction of new ilways and 
Works and the acquisition of additional] 
Lands for transferring to the North Eastern 
Railway Company the powers of the Wear 
Valley Ex on Railway Company and for 
other purposes. (North Eastern Railway.) 


cliv. An Act for empowering the Bute Docks 
Company to construct Seawalls or Embank- 
ments and a new Dock and other works and 
to raise additional capital and for 
the Bute Docks Acts and for other purposes, 
(Bute Docks.) 

ely. An Act to authorise the Bristol Tramwa 
and Carriage Company Limited to 
additional Tramways and to confer further 
powers upon that Company. (Bristol Tram- 
ways.) 


clvi. An Act to empower the West Highland 
Railway Company to construct an Extension, 
of their Railway from Banavie to Mallaig 
with a Pier and other Works in connection 
therewith and for other purposes. (West 
Highland Railway.) 


Roya AssEnt, 17th August, 1894. 


clvii. An Act to autherise the Aberdeen 
District Tramways Company to construct 
additional Tramways to amend the Acts 
relating to the Company and for other 
purposes. (Aberdeen District Tramways.) 


clviii. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Consett Waterworks Company and for other 
purposes. (Consett Waterworks.) 


clix, An Act to extend the time for the com- 
pletion of the Dundee Suburban Railway and 
for other purposes. (Dundee Suburban 
Railway.) 

elx. An Act for making improved provisions 
with reference to the exercise by the 
Corporation of the City of Liverpool of. their 
Statutory Borrowing Powers and for other 
purposes. (Liverpool Corporation Loans.) - 

clxi. An Act to enable the Mayor Aldermen 
and Burgesses of the County Borough of 
Cardiff to construct and maintain additional 
Waterworks Street Road and Bridge Improve 
ments and to make further provisions for 
improvement health and good government of 
the Borough and for other purposes. ( 
Corporation.) 

clxii. An Act to authorise the East London 
Waterworks Company to execute further 
Works and to raise further Money in order 
enable them to fulfil their statutory oblige 
tions relating to the supply of water or 
wise and to meet the increased demand for 
water within their district to give effect toan 
Agreement between the Company and the 
persons entitled to or claiming Lammasor 
Common Rights over certain Lands acquired 
by the Company in the parish of Low Leyton 
otherwise Saint Mary Leyton in the County 
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of Essex to confer further powers upon and 
- further provision with respect to the 
ndertaking of the Company and to amen 
the Acts relating to them and for other 
purposes. (Kast London Waterworks.) 


dxiii, An Act to regulate the Expenditure of 
Money by the London County Council on 
ital account during the current financial 
iod and the Raising of Money to meet such 
Bependiture. (London County Council 
(Money).) 
elxiv. An Act to authorise the Southwark and 
Vauxhall Water Company to acquire Lands 
construct additional Works and raise addi- 
tional Capital and for other purposes. 
(Southwark and Vauxhall Water.) 


exy. An Act to authorise the Company of 
Proprietors of the West Middlesex Water- 
works to raise additional capital and for 
other purposes. (West Middlesex Water- 
works. ) 


dxvi. An Act to make more effectual provision 
for preventing the pollution of the Rivers of 
the West Riding of Yorkshire and their 
tributaries. (West Riding of Yorkshire 
Rivers.) 

elxvii. An Act to enable the Barry Railway 
Company to construct a new Railway and 
other works and for other purposes. (Barry 
Railway.) 

clxviii. An Act to extend the Periods limited 
by the Clyde Navigation Act 1891 for the 
Compulsory Purchase of Lands and for the 
completion of the Railway thereby authorised 
to confer further powers on the Trustees of 
the Clyde Navigation with respect to Rates 
and for other purposes. (Clyde Navigation.) 


elxix. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Manchester Ship Canal Company. (Man- 
chester Ship Canal.) 


elxx. An Act to amend the Peterhead Har- 
bours Act 1873 the Peterhead Harbours 
Amendment Act 1876 and the Peterhead 
Harbours Order 1881 to confer further 
powers upon the Trustees of the Harbours of 
Peterhead and for other purposes. (Peter- 
head Harbours.) 


clxxi. An Act to empower the South Stafford- 
shire: Mines Drainage Commissioners to im- 
pose a charge on Mines belonging to certain 
collieries as collateral security for money 
taised by them and to amend the Acts 
relating to the said Commissioners. (South 
Staffordshire Mines Drainage.) 


clxxii, An Act for empowering the Taff Vale 
Railway Company to construct a new Rail- 
way and other works and acquire lands for 
vesting in that Company the undertaking of 
the Cowbridge an Aberthaw Railway 
Company and for other purposes. (Taff 
Vale Railway.) 

claxiii. An Act to reconstitute the Board of 
Directors of the West Lancashire Railway 
Company for raising further moneys and for 
other purposes. (West Lancashire Railway.) 

clxxiv. An Act to authorise the Glasgow Dis- 
trict Subway Company to raise additional 
capital to confer on them further powers 
with reference to their surplus lands and 
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properties and for the acquisition of addi- 
tional lands to extend the time for the com- 
sages of their authorised undertaking and 
or other purposes. (Glasgow District Sub- 
way (Further Powers).) 


elxxv. An Act for conferring further poses 
on the Preston Gas Company. (Preston 
Gas.) 


elxxvi. An Act to authorise the reconstruction 
of Glasgow Bridge the erection of a weir or 
tidal dam across the River Clyde the con- 
struction of tramways and for other pur- 
poses. (Glasgow Bridge, &c.) 

elxxvii, An Act to provide for the transfer to 
the Great Western Railway Company of a 
portion of the authorised undertaking of the 
Plymouth and Dartmoor Railway Company 
and for other purposes. (Great Western 
Railway (No. 2).) 

elxxviii. An Act to amend the Nottingham 
Corporation Loans Act, 1880, and for other 
purposes. (Nottingham Corporation.) 


clxxix. An Act to empower the Oxford and 
Aylesbury Tramroad Company to deviate 
part of the tramroad authorised by the 
Oxford and Aylesbury Tramroad Act 1888 
as amended by the Oxford and Aylesbury 
Tramroad Act 1892 to revive the powers 
and extend the time for the Purchase of 
Lands for and for the completion of the 
remainder of the said Tramroad authorised 
by the said Acts and for other purposes. 
(Oxford and Aylesbury Tramroad.) 


clxxx. An Act to authorise the Construction of 
a Bridge over the River Dee at Queen's Ferry 
in the County of Flint and the discon- 
tinuance of the existing Ferry at that place 
to make provision with respect to the Main- 
tenance and Repair of Roads now repairable 
by the Dee Land Company in the Counties 
of Flint and Chester and the City of Chester 
and for other purposes. (Queen’s Ferry 
Bridge.) 

clxxxi. An Act to enable the Local Boards for 
the districts of Old Swindon and of Swindon 
New Town both in the county of Wilts to 
acquire and vest the Undertaking of the 
Swindon Waterworks Company Limited in a 
Water Board to authorise the construction 
of Additional Waterworks for the supply 
of Water and for other purposes, (Swindon 
Water.) 


clxxxii. An Act to empower the Mayor Alder- 
men and Burgesses of the Borough of Bangor 
to construct a Pier and other works to main- 
tain improve enlarge and extend the Garth 
Wharf Jetty to acquire the Garth Ferry and 
to improve and extend the Landing Place 
connected therewith situate in the parish of 
Llandegfan and County of Anglesey and for 
other purposes. (Bangor Corporation (Pier, 
&c.).) 


elxxxiii. An Act to make provision as to the 
funds held in trust for the holders of certifi- 
cates guaranteed by the Tramways Capital 
Guarantee Company Limited and for other 
purposes. (Tramways Capita! Guarantee 
Company Limited.) 

clxxxiv. An Act to authorise the Central 
Middlesex Water Company Limited to sell 
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and transfer a sem of their Undertakin 
to the Colne Valley Water Ooneend an 
for other purposes. (Central Middlesex 
Water.) 

clxxxy. An Act to empower the London 
County Council to make Street Improve- 
ments to Purchase Lands and to acquire the 
Garden in Lincoln’s Inn Fields to Extend 
the Time Limited for certain authorised Im- 
provements and for other Purposes. (London 
County Council (Improvements).) 

elxxxvi. An Act to authorise the North Corn- 
wall Railway Company to deviate certain 

rts of their Railway and to construct new 
ailways and for other purposes, (North 

Cornwall Railway.) 

clxxxvii. An Act to amend the constitution 
of and consolidate amend and extend the 
Statutory Powers of the Conservators of 
the River Thames to make further provision 
for the preservation and improvement of 
the said River for purposes of Navigation 
for Profit and Pleasure and as a Source of 
Water Supply for the Metropvlis and the 
Suburbs thereof and for other purposes. 
(Thames Conservancy.) 

elxxxviii. An Act to revive the Powers and 
Extend the Time for the Compulsory Purchase 
of Land and Completion of Works authorised 
by the Plymouth and Dartmoor Railway 
Act 1883 the Plymouth and Dartmoor 
Railway (South Hams Extension) Act 1888 
and the Plymouth and Dartmoor Railway 
Act 1891 and for other purposes. (Plymouth 
and Dartmoor Railway.) 

clxxxix. An Act for vesting in the Great 
Western and Midland Railway Companies 
the undertaking of the Severn and Wye and 
Severn Bridge Railway Company and for 
other purposes. (Great Western and Mid- 
land Railway Companies (Severn and Wye 
and Severn Bridge Railway).) 


exc. An Act to revive the Powers and further 
extend the Time for the compulsory purchase 
of Lands and to extend the Time limited 
for the completion of the Exeter Teign 
Valley and Chagford Railway. (Exeter, 
Teign Valley, and Chagford Railway (Ex- 
tension of Time).) 


Pp, cxci. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Tramways Act, 1870, relating to Barrow- 
in-Furness Corporation Tramways, Liverpool 
and Walton-on-the-Hill Tramways, and 
Liverpool Corporation Tramways (Exten- 
sions). (Tramways Orders Confirmation 
(No. 1).) 

Pp, cxcii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Tramways Act, 1870, relating to Croydon 
Corporation Tramways, Croydon Tramways 
(Extensions), and South Staffordshire Tram- 
ways. (Tramways Orders Confirmation 
(No. 2).) 

Pp, cxciii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Urban Sanitary Districts of 
Bolton and St. Helens, and to the Wisbech 
and Walsoken Main Sewerage District. 

(Local Government Board's Provisional 

Orders Contirmation (No. 15).) 


TABLE OF THE STATUTES. 








P, exciv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Onder 
made by the Education Department under the 
Elementary Education Act, 1870, to enable 

School Board for London to put in force 

the Lands Clauses Acts. (Education De. 

ent Provisional Order Confirmation 
(London).) 

Pp. cxev. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Education De 
under the Elementary Education Act, 1870, 
to enable the School Boards for B 
United District, Brotherton, Hornsey, Low 
Leyton, Liverpool, Sutton (Surrey), West 
Ham, Willesden, and York to put in force 
the Lands Clauses Acts. (Education De 
partment Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(Barry, &c.).) 

Pp, cxcvi. An Act to gonfirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Board of Trade under 
the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, 
containing the Classification of Merchandise 
Traffic, and the Schedule of Maximum Tolls 
and Charges applicable thereto, for the 
Canals of the Great Northern and certain 
other Railway Companies. (Canal Tolls 
and Charges, No. 1 (Canais of the Great 
Northern and certain other Railway Com- 
panies) Order Confirmation.) 


Pp, ecxevii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Board of Trade under 
the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, 
containing the Classification of Merchandise 
Traffic, and the Schedule of Maximum Rates, 
Tolls, and Charges applicable thereto, for 
the Bridgewater Canals Undertaking of the 
Manchester Ship Canal Company, and for 
certain other Canals. (Canal Rates, Tolls, 
and Charges, No. 2 (Bridgewater, &c. Canals) 
Order Confirmation.) 

Pp. exeviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Board of Trade under 
the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, 
containing the Classification of Merchandise 
Traffic, and the Schedule of Maximum Tolls 
‘and Charges applicable thereto, for the 
Aberdare Canal Navigation, and certain 
other Canals. (Canal Tolls and Charges, 
No. 3 (Aberdare, &c. Canals) Order Con 
firmation.) 

P. cxcix. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Board of Trade under 
the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, 
containing the Classification of Merchandise 
Traffic, and the Schedule of Maximum Tolls 
and Charges applicable thereto, for the 
Regent’s Cana]. (Canal Tolls and Charges, 
No. 5 (Regent’s Canal) Order Confirmation.) 


P. cc. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the 
Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, com 
taining the Classification of Merchandise 
Traffic, and the Schedule of Maximum Tolls 
and Charges applicable thereto, for the River 
Ancholme Navigation, and certain other 
Canals. (Canal Tolls and Charges, No. 7 
(River Ancholme, &c.) Order Confirmation.) 


P. cci. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the 
Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, col 
taining the Classification of Merchandise 

Traffic, and the Schedule of Maximum Tolls 


[A.D. 1894]° 
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and Charges applicable thereto, for the 
River Cam oe and certain other 
Canals. (Canal Tolls and Charges, No. 8 
(River Cam, &c.) Order Confirmation.) 


p, ccii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the | 
Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, con- | 
taining the Classification of Merchandise 
traffic, and the Schedule of Maximum Tolls 
and Charges applicable thereto, for the 
Canals of the Caledonian Railway Company | 
and of the North British Railway Company. | 
(Canal Tolls and Charges, No. 9 (Canals of | 
the Caledonian and North British Railway | 
Companies) Order Confirmation.) 


P. cciii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order | 
made by the Board of Trade under the Rail- 
way aud Canal Traffic Act, 1888, containing 
the Classification of Merchandise Traffic, and 
the Schedule of Maximum Rates, Tolls, and 
Charges applicable thereto, for the Grand 
Canal. (Canal Rates, Tolls, and Charges, 
No. 11 (Grand Canal) Order Confirmation.) 


Roya Assent, 25th August, 1894. 


Pp, cciv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the Rail- 
way and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, containing 
the Classification of Merchandise Traffic, and 
the Schedule of Maximum Tolls and Charges 
applicable thereto, for the Birmingham Canal 
Navigations. (Canal Tollsand Charges, No. 4 
(Birmingham Canal) Order Confirmation.) 


P, cev. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the Rail- 
way and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, containing 
the Classification of Merchandise Traffic, and 
the Schedule of Maximum Tolls and Charges | 
applicable thereto, for the River Lee Naviga- 
tion, and certain other Canals. (Canal Tolls 
and Charges, No. 6 (River Lee, &c.) Order | 
Confirmation.) 


P. ccvi. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the Rail- 
way and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, containing 
the Classification of Merchandise Traffic, and 
the Schedule of Maximum Tolls and Charges 
applicable thereto, for the Lagan Canal, and 
certain other Canals. (Canal Tolls and 
Charges, No. 10 (Lagan, &c. Canals) Order 
Confirmation.) 


eevii. An Act for confirming the making by 
the Furness Railway Company of an outfall 
sewer and for conferring further powers on 
the Company for the acquisition of Lands 
the raising of Capital and otherwise in rela- 
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tion to their undertaking and for reducing 
the light duties levied by the Commissioners 
and Trustees of the Port of Lancaster and 
making further provision for the division 
between those Commissioners and Trustees 
and the Company of a portion of the light 
duties and for other purposes. (Furness 
Railway.) 


| ceviii. An Act for confirming an agreement for 


the acquisition by the Harrow District Gas 
Company of the undertaking of the Great 
Stanmore Gas Company Limited to extend 
the limits of supply of the first-mentioned 
Company to authorise them to raise addi- 
tional capital to confer further powers upon 
them ook to alter their name and for other 
purposes. (Harrow and Stanmore Gas.) 


ecix. An Act to confer further Powers upon the 


Mayor Aldermen and Citizens of the City of 
Manchester in the county of Lancaster with 
respect to Street Improvements and other 
Works and the Acquisition of Lands and 
for other purposes. (Manchester Corpora- 
tion.) 


ecx. An Act to confer further Powers on the 


Plymouth and Stonehouse Gas Light and 
Coke Company and for other purposes. (Ply- 
mouth and Stonehouse Gas.) 


cexi. An Act for making a Railway from Bir- 


mingham to Stratford-upon-Avon and for 
other purposes. (Birmingham, North War- 
wickshire, and Stratford-upon-Avon Rail- 
way.) 


cexii, An Act to make further provisions with 


respect to the use of Fire Hydrants Byelaws 
as to conveyance of Explosives over the 
Ferries of the London County Council en- 
forcement of Ferry Byelaws the protection of 
Sewers and contribution towards Paddington 
Recreation Ground. (London County Coun- 
cil (General Powers).) 


| eexiii. An Act to consolidate and amend the 


Enactments relating to Streets and Buildings 
in London. (London Building.) 


eexiv. An Act for making Railways in the 


County and County of the City of Dublin 
and for other purposes. (Drumcondra and 
North Dublin Link Railway.) 


| cexv. An Act for making a Railway between 


Ealing and South Harrow in the County of 
Middlesex and for other purposes. (Ealing 
and South Harrow Railway). 


ecxvi. An Act for making a Railway from 


London to Walthamstow and Epping Forest 
and for other purposes. (London, Waltham- 
stow, and Epping Forest Railway.) 








PRIVATE ACTS, 


PRINTED BY THE QUEEN’S PRINTER, 


AND WHEREOF THE PRINTED COPIES MAY BE GIVEN IN EVIDENCE. 


1, A N Act to enable money to be raised by 
Mortgage for Improvement of the Bath- 

wick Estate and the Wrington Estate in the 
County of Somerset Devised by the Will of 
the Most Noble Harry George Powlett late 


Duke of Cleveland deceased. 
Wrington Estates.) 

2. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Executors and Trustees of the Will of the 
late Thomas Andrew Walker in relation tohis 
real and personal estate. (Walker's Estate.) 


(Bathwick and 





PRIVATE ACTS, 


NOT PRINTED. 


n Act to dissolve the Marriage of John 
Minchin Whitaker of Cove House Sandy- 

cove Kingstown in the County of Dublin 
Surgeon with Catherine Anne Whitaker his 
now Wife and to enable him to Marry again 
and for other purposes. (Whitaker’s Divorce.) 
An Act to dissolve the Marriage of Arnold 
Felix Graves of 41 Raglan Road Dublin 
Barrister-at-Law with Constance Louise 


Graves his present wife and to enable him 
to Marry again and for other purposes. 
(Graves’ Divorce.) 

An Act to restore Justina Clementina Boeheim 
or Von Roemer to British Nationality and 
to confer upon her all the rights privileges 
and capacities of a natural-born subject of 
Her Majesty the Queen. (Von Roemer’s Re- 
sumption of British Nationality.) 








SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE, SESSION 1894. 





RETURN to an Order of the Honourable the House of Commons, 
a dated 31 July 1894 ;—/or, 


RETURN “of the Number of Days on which THE HOUSE SAT in the Session of 1894, stating, 
for each Day, the Date of the Month, and Day of the Week, the Hour of the Meeting, and 
the Hour of Adjournment ; and the Total Number of Hours occupied in the Sittings of The 
House, and the Average Time ; and showing the Number of Hours on which The House Sat 
each Day, and the Number of Hours after Midnight ; and the Number of Entries in each 
Day’s Votes and Proceedings (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 0.176, of 
Session 1893-94).” 

(Dr. Farquharson.) 
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SUMMARY. 





Number Number Number 
Month. of of of Hours after 
Days Sitting. | Hours Sitting.| Midnight. 








SESSION 1894: H. M. H. M. 
March - - - 90 50 4 25 
April 181 20 43 
May : 147 59 19 
June 184 8 40 
July 189 21 














August - 157 11 30 











Total- ... - | | .961..8.|48-68 
Average Length of Sitting, Daily, 8 Hours 25,3, Minutes. 
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DIVISIONS OF THE HOUSE. 





RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, — 
dated 31 July 1894. 


“ Distinguishing the Divistons on PUBLIC BUSINESS from PRIVATE; and also the Divisions 
before and after Midnight (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 0.170, of Session 


1893-4).” 
SUMMARY OF DIVISIONS. 
Number of Divisions on Public Business before Midnight 
Ditto - ~ - - after Midnight 


Ditto Private Business before Midnight 
Ditto - - - after Midnight 


Total Number of Divisions in Session 1894 





PUBLIC BILLS. 





RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 31 July 1894 ;—/for, 


RETURN “of the Number of PuBLIC BILLS, introduced into this House, or brought from 
the House of Lords, during the Session of 1894; showing the Number which received the Royal 
Assent; the Number which were Passed by this House, but not by the House of Lords; the 
Number Passed by the House of Lords, but not by this House; and distinguishing the Stages 
at which such Bills as did not receive the Royal Assent were Dropped or Postponed and Rejected 
108-98) House of Parliament (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 0.173 of Session 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 





Total Number of Bills which received the Royal Assent : 

(1) Introduced into this House - - -— - - 48 
(2.) Brought from the Lords - - - - - 12 
(3.) Provisional Order Bills - - - - - - 70 

Total Number of Bills introduced into, but not passed by, the Commons - 


Totali number of Bills brought from the Lords, but not passed by the 
Commons - e - - - - - - e - ° ° 


Total Number of Bills passed by the Commons, but not by the Lords - 


TOTAL - 








PRIVATE BILLS. 





RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 31 July 1894 ;—for 


RETURN “of the Number of PRIVATE BILLS introduced and brought from the Housg of 
Lorps, and of Acts passed in the Session of 1894, classed according to the following Subjects :— 
Railways ; Tramways; Tramroads; Subways; Canals and Navigations; Roads and Bridges; 
Water ; Gas ; Gas and Water ; Improvement ; Police and Sanitary Regulations ; Corporations, &e, 
(not relating to Police and Sanitary Regulations, or to Lighting and Improvement Schemes); 
Ports, Piers, Harbours, and Docks; Churches, Chapels, and Burying Grounds; Inclosure and 
Drainage ; Estate ; Naturalization ; Divorce; and Miscellaneous :” (in continuation of Parlia. 
mentary Paper, No. 0.172, of Session 1893-4).” 


NUMBER of PRIVATE BILLS which have received the ROYAL ASSENT. 
Railways - - - - - - 


Tramways - - - ° i “ 


Tramroads - - - : : : an - . 
Subways - - a 

Canals and Navigations 

Roads and Bridges - 

Water - - - 

Gas - - ° ‘ 

Gas and Water - - - - - 
Improvement - : ae a ae ae : ° . -* 


Police and Sanitary Regulations - - - - 


Corporations, &c. (not relating to Police and Sanitary Regulations, or to 
Lighting and Improvement Schemes) - - . . ° 


Ports, Piers, Harbours, and Docks” - - - ° 


Churches, Chapels, and Burying Grounds - . ° bi ‘ 7 
Gaols and other County Buildings - - 

Inclosure and Drainage - - . - 

Estate - - - . . - . 

Naturalization - - . ° 

Divorce « . . 


Miscellaneous « 





GENERAL SUMMARY 


Of Returns relating to Private Britis for Session 1894. 





(A.)—The Number of Private Bills introduced in the House of Commons - - - - 


(B.)—The Number of Private Bills brought from the meee of lacks (originating in cael} 
House under Standing Order 79) - - 


(C.)—Estate Bills, &c., brought from the Lords - - - 


TOTAL 


(D.)}—The Number of Private Bills which have received the Royal Assent - . 
(E.)—The Number of Private Bills which have been treated as Opposed, or classified in) 
. Groups by the Committee of Selection, or by the General sane, “etna on Railway 87 
and Canal Bills - - - - - - : ° ° : -f 


(F.)—The Number of Private Bills referred to the Chairman of Ways and Means by the 154 
Committee of Selection, or by the General Committee on Railway and Canal Bills 





Note.—This does not include 12 Canal Rates, Tolls, and Charges Provisional Order Bills 
referred to a Joint Committee of Lords and Commons. 





PUBLIC PETITIONS. 





RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 31 July 1894 ;—/for 
RETURN “of the Number of PUBLIC PETITIONS Presented and Printed in the Session of 


1894; with the Total Number of Signatures in that year (in continuation of Parliamentary 
Paper, No. 0.174, of Session 1893-4).” 





Number Number Total Number 
of of | of 


Petitions Petitions 
Presented. Printed. 


YEAR, 
Signatures. 





278,622 
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